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THE foBowing Stridbirei are written with a defign of (hew- 
ing the neccffitf of fome-certain method of afcertaining the true 
icnft of hdy icnpture, on points difputcd betwectt the feveral 
dei^miiiations of Chriftijms; of enquiring whcdicr any fuch 
method ia' difcovjcrable; and, if difcoverable, what that me- 
thod 15,: It i$.well known v^ery wide and important difference* 
of opinion xlo prevail> even among pious and learned men. If> 
therefi>ie, fome common mode of interpretation coiUd be rc- 
cottmehded, inwhkhthe ferious and candid of aU parties might 
fafHy and honourably acqniefee,. it would be rendering an ef- 
ientid fccdceto th9:caufe.of Tcligio!^ • and bring us much near- 
er, to joneaoothor th^n we noKv are> in{>oint3 where, we h^ve long 
beeniaocuAOffied tadiffcfr^/tb the nafinall injury of our conunon 
,Chnfiianity^ , .i*; „•; . 

SlK>idd<atiy mLfreprdemtatson of fa£b> opinipnsi orcharaders, 
be detefted m the couhfe -rfithefc ;Stridures;JtKe Reader may 
be aifured fuch mifreprefentation is without the fmallefl intention. 
If I.have-appeare4.tspj»3)'hard upon (bme celebrated names, 
it-is wtiaitthfy.them(eli!^Mve dOpe with:other;s»i;a>id, therefore, 
they^c^hayeno juft right to.iBpjEnpIain« . We.lteve jw>ne of U8« 
I woal4.cha|itably hope; ;aDy other defign but, the vindication of 
wjh^yt.we^ccmceive to be important truth. We all reQ>ed, no 
doubts the ^rfons of men, even while we oppofe their real or 
im^gifkaj-ymillakes; andean fay' with Uncerity — Amicus Socra- 
tes,, suookua Plato ; fed magis amicus Veritas.' .■ "^ .. 

Ther-5 is, I am well awaf e^ a general prejudice -gone abroad 

again^ controverfial writings, and elpecially upon theological 

fubjefts ; though for what juftifiable reafon I fee no.t^ CShtro- 

yerfy.in itfelf is oily the difcuiiion of fome particular opinion or 

. . , , . A2 . r.' u. opinions, 

J VSocrates is my friend, Plato is my friend ; .but Truth is more 
MB^ friend. 
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opinions, by two Or more parferij citlierifl cqn^fadon or writ- 
ing. One takes one fide of thdf >iueifioh," another the oppofite , 
and each advances whatever he conceives makes moftforthe 
eftabliihment of his own fentiments. If the opinions in debate 
are canvaflcd. wich moderation and • good- maimer s, I cannot 
conceive fJMzny material injmy fhould irife to the canfe of 
tr-uth. On the contraryy J a^preheqd th^t we have 'i^ received 
very importatt^idvaptages Gcom the oppoiition which thjs.'^f- 
pel'has met with, in the feveral ages of the world. Are !we not 
indebted to. £al{c narratives of thie life of Chrift fbr the itnie 
narrative by St. Luke ? and to heretical teacheri for St. John's 
goTpel and fir ft epilUe, aa wellas forivaiioucof the^writings ive 
ai'e favoured with by the great Apof!leof tUac OendlM ? Andv 
moreover, ' truth is of fucha nature/ t|)at, the more it is tned» 
the brighter it (bines ; the jauire xt^is^ppofed; die:fkftor it inakes 
ifi way iflto the:efteemi>f ^snen; The genuine doarinesDf the 
gofpel have rtothing to fear from invedigation and q)pofition. 
They may be obfcuredand difcredited for a time by great^names; 
but we have tbcproqiife of eternal' tfwth,. that i^^tkb. ^wer 
and policy.of hell^fhall noffinaUy;pvcvitl againft CHriit ind his 
.ohixrch. -..-.'M jr ' . . ■■ . r :. .'■'. . '* 

There are:&me topics, indeed^ wisick tt-^too i^p^ andi too 
. facred to b^bandied about uillheelMtHitOh'f^ of.^ejhmeial in- 
veiligatiorii, and-one cannot; ']pei4iup9; take Ae immicat fid^ of 
•thecontrovei^fywithoutincurring the- charge of guilt Jihd pr6- 
* fanenefs. Thu«>it (hould feemj that no ma»<ian ferioufly, much 
lefs for diverfion and entertanment, maintain a! controverfy 
againft theScing of God, and -continue innocent.- 86 ho-iKattcan 
attempt to fubvert the truth of holy fcripture, to inVAlftLate its 
forceupon the human mind, to oppofe the divinity of Jefus Chrift, 
the perfonal exlftence, divine nature, and fanftifying influences 
of the Holy Ghofl, without provoking the diipleafur^ of thi? Al- 
mighty. 'In like manner, the atonement made fbr fm by ttc 
' death 6£ Chrift feems to be of that magnitude in the ceconomy 
of man'i rcdentptibn, that I do not fee how any onc: can Tcjcdl 

it. 
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k, with the biUe in ills hm^, and yetx)btain favour with heaven. 
I know-.thir, \fnifl bei confideced as oncharitable and illiberal. 
Terms; uxipqpalar> it is confeff ed I- and great the pretsnfions of 
a certain flafs cif men ttx^-a con^ryu condudl! '£nt; I cannot 
helpiit. TroeHberality of fentiinen^does not furely reqmre, that 
we fliottld factifice the ftdtb once deli^jeredto the faints, «to grati- 
fy the humonrs of men. The truths of divine revelation are 
ever to be preferred to all human coniiderations. For he that . 
is afhamed of Chrift and of his words, of him wHl the Son of 
9ian be alhamed, when he cometh in his own glory, and in the 
glory of his Father.* And.it appears to me, after much ferious 
confideratioa upon the fubje6t, there can be no falvation for any 
humanbeingwithouttheatpi^ei^ent^andwhoroever rejects it, fin$ 
agaiorftthe only remedy of (? pi's .providing, for redoring, in a 
way confident with his owq honour, the degenerate fons of Adam. 
Whether God could have contrived any other vtjacy of r€Covery> 
equally honourable ^r hii^f^tf, and equally iafe for man, be- 
comes not us, perhaps, to fay. Bu^ that he hath not contrived 
any other, and that he wall not . accept of any other, is abun- 
dantly manifeil^m- various parts of the (acred writings. If^ 
therefore, any of our fellow ChriHians, induced by whatever 
motives, fhoddbe bold enough to attack apy or, all of theie 
great, leading principles of divine revelation: if Hammon con- 
trovert the exiftence of God ; Voltaire the truth of the bible ; 
Swedenborg the dodrine of a refurredUon ; Lindfey the di\ini- 
ty of Chrift, and perfonal exigence of the Holy Spirit > Prieilley 
the infpiration of fcripture, the miraculous concepticHi,.Mth€ coi>- 
.clu^venefs of jSt. P^'s reafoning* and the atonemeQjt m^tdc h^ 
the death of Chrift for the fins of the world ; I cannot help 
^thinking they all incur a great degree of blame> and that, 
however fenfibk, wife, leaml^d and moral they may be in other 
refpedts* in this they labour mnder ft very ferious nuftake, if not 
under a very culpable and alarming infatuation of siind. And 
-if any, or ail of thefe gentlemen are hardy enough to take up 
their pens againll thefe momentous truths of Chriiiiarity; it uill 
■■■A3 ■ ^ 
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be the duty of every one. that embraces thetn, to -defem! 
their credit in the bcflf manner he is 'iihh» - T do not (ay • Chrifti- 
;inity is at ftake^ or that the exigence- of thefe* great veritieaf of 
nature ahd revelation is- at'ftske^ for God will 'always defend 
his own honour, and no weapon "that is formed againft his gospel 
ihall filially profper. ' But, Jhough it is eviacnt from the whole 
hiftory of God's dealings with mankind, that we need entertain 
no fears for the truths of divine revelation, we ought to have 
fcrious apprehcnfions for our own fafety, if we defeirt the poft of 
duty, and negleft to ufe our beft endeavours to prevent the dif 
fufion of deftru6live error, and to promote the interefts of pure 
sand undefiled religion in the world. In fuch a cafe it is not 
i;hoice, but dire neceflity, which conftrains the faithful fervants 
of Chrift to ftep forward, in fpite of the " pity and indignati- 
♦* on" of his adverfaries,* in vindicr.tion of bis perfonal honour, 
and what He has done to redeem the fallen race. We fhould, 
however, !it all times, bat efpecially when we attempt to defend 
fo facred and important a caufe as the authenticity of holy fcrip- 
ture, and the great doiflrines of falvation which it contains, 
take good heed, that our fpirit be Chriftism, as well as our ar- 
guments conclufivCt If we maintain the former, and fail in 
the latter, it is a proof that our heart is better than our head ; 
and though we fuiFer an overthrow by our adverfary, we iCiall 
receive an euge- from our Great Mafter. But if we ihouid 
fail in the former) and yet fucceed in the latter, ^e (hall re- 
ceive only the poor «clat from our fellow creatures, of being 
the more able difputants, while the court of heaven, that un- 
erring tribunal of all real excellency, paffes a fentence of repro- 
bation upon our mifguided endeavours to maintain' its caufe. 
Both the matter and manner of all our religious difcuilions ought, 
therefore, to be carefully attended to. And if we fail in either, 
it Ihould be rather in our logic, than the fpirit with which we 
[ condud our polemical ratiocinations^ 

Iii 

*Sce Bifliop Horfley'sTradts, p. 72, 73— and Dr. Prieftley's 
flift. of Cor. vol. 2. p. i^7K 
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In the cnfmng Strkhircs^ it is, hoykver, cpofeflcd, I have 

• fpoken very hcdfJi^d)k4i£nicjk and tfiirit^i: ..rTheqaufe ^ppf^fs 

lome ta demaiidiu . It fs4>ro ariset focii;! jabdl ha?e nq.idea 

' 'oTbeaig etthbr/afitamed oc ^raid j)f .decl%rk>g. wk^t j»j^pear$'jto 

' be^the't^iitlu^ I£^ caimot.'^dvance jnpl^:^ Mti^r argurne»ts 

in :&voar of tbe gnpt pectdiluities of the gofpf;}^ tL^n our adv^- 

iaries can bring agaioH^them, we are contented to. give up t}ie 

point, and enlill under the ftandard of heterodoxy. This is put- 

-ang the matter «(^ a &ir ifiue. Truth can never fuffer.^by 

anhoneft appeal to .^yi^^^^* If wh^t is. (sailed, o^thodpxy^ 

will not ftand this'teft, it is nof worth defending : it is more, than 

time it wew given up by CK^nfcientipus men; .... 

But then we ought ever t« /emembeo; th^t r.digious - truth re- 
•'<pikes a fober and fcriottk.mirtdtn the inv^ftigatign of :it; .that 
without this, let .our lijarnipg anditability bejwhatthey m|y> we 
are not in a capacity for arriving at the knowledge of it; and that 
none but thofe who i/o juftlyt love mercy y and 'walk bu?nbly ivith 
their God; have any right to expeft they ihalVlie Je^rito a fav- 
ing acquaintance with CHRIST jesus Anv^b HTM-CRirciFiED. 
Much may, indeed, be faid, and much has been faid, by the 
• Atheift in favour of Atheifm ; by the Deift in favour of Deifm; 
and by the Socinian in favour of Socinianifm ; yet, after all they 
fiave any of them written, and the mod attentive application to 
their feveral argumenisjj..l'^m itijl fully of opinion — i. That 
there is a God — 2t T^at t)ip.bible h ftridly true — 3. That 
Chrift is the Son ttf (JQ(t|r-4. ThAt^'he had a real exigence 
prior to his being ^tat^^the .^ici^^ That he was begotten 

hy the Holy Ghoft"^6*vl^atJ}!e)wVs,WriLh his Father the Crea- 
tor of the univerfe-— ^ii'^TLjTiiat Kl^^ made atonement for the 
fms of the ^orid.-^All thdle'prindiplSs, with every jutt and na* 
tural inference flowing therefrom, I am moft affuredl^ perfuadcd 
of; and ftake the falvation of my foal ufon the truth of them, 
with all imaginable confidence and chearfulnefs of mind. 

A 4 "I do 

^For God and our country. 
' "*Sec Pi^fon on the Creed, and Scott's Chrillian Life, for an 
able defence cf what we ufually mean by prthodoxy. 



' -: I do not iky that the following Stridures are in tfaemfelves a 
ib^cieftt vindication of the feveral^profxtfitiona here ennmeratcd. 
That is not tiie iAten^Onof them. I have only meant to ihew, 

' that opimbtts extremely various and oontradi£ibry have previiled, 
^ddo nowr preVfedl>ln the world upon rdigiou^ {i:d)jeds; to 
inake certain obfervatioiis upon them, elipaffant^at the'fame 

- time to recommhldfach books as treat upon thefe fubjefb mok-e 
at large; and to point out the bell human means of determin- 
ing;* what arfe the genuine dodlrihes of ChriiBaiuty. In die couHe 
of thefe obfervadons, I havi examined> pretty much at large, the 
erroneous affertions of Dr. PrieftTeyi and other peribns of fimi- 
lar fentiments, and have offered an antidote againft, what I con- 
ceive to be, thdir fallacious arguments and dangerous opinions. 

' The Reader will confider what has been faid with ferionihe& and 

' impartiality, and judge according to evidence. 



MACCLESFIELD, 

Nov. 20th. i79a« 
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S t R I C TOR E S, kc. 

S E G T I O N L 

TO a ferious and well-dilpofcd.mind, there ar© 
few diings fo truly perplexing^ as the various 
and contradiftory opinions of men, upon religious 
fiibjeft^; (clpccially where the objeft of worlhip, 
and the foundadon of our future hopes are con- 
cerned. For, jiotwithllariding all the light derived 

'* froni divine revclarion, thefe latter ages have been 
as firoduiSJive of literary and ireligioiis monfters, 
as die moft esctrav^^nt of thofe that preceded 
them. It jcannot .be denied, nor indeed is it mat* 
ter of much furprize, that the rimes prior to the 
gofpel 6i Chrift, abounded with opinions the molt 
contradiftory and abfurd. A degree of extrava- 
gance equally, diftrefling invaded the Chriftian 

. church alfo, fodn after the death of its Founder, ind 
has come down to our own times with unabated vi- 
gour. It ijrouldbe an amufing, and not unprofitable 
employment, to trace thefe eccentricities -through 

• : -. . . the 
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ing great refdll!tibn> 'fetid the- aj^irance of itfuch 
fan6tity, with a plaufibk> and cpn^fident manner, of 
talking, .foon gjaintd many converts. They jftrong*. 
ly maintained, thabthe office of ftiagiftracy wis aii 
cncroachmcntonfpirit^Jial liberty. i. that all the dif- ' 
tinftions/occafioncd :by birthj :rQnk> or wealth* 
ftiould be abolifhed; anddiat all.Chriftians, th^ow^ 
^ng theif. poffeflibns into one compiofi ftdck, Ihould 
Jive in the ftate of equality which became members 
fsi. the fame family. 

Among the converts of thefe nwn were Rothipan, 
a Lutheran, who 'firft preached the Proteftant doc-" 
tfifte at Munfter^ and Cnippcrdoling, a citi2sein.of' 
good birth and confiderable eminence. Emtfol-^ 
<kned by the <:oiintenance of fuch difciples they^ 
openly taught their opinions ; and not fatisfied with . 
that liberty, they made feveral attempts, though 
without fuccels, to feize the tpwh,» in order to get 
thfeir tenets eftabliflied by public authority. At 
laft, having fccredy called in dieiraffociates from 
;he neighbourmg country, they, ftiddcnly took pof- 
ieffion of the arfenal and fenate-houfc in the night- 
time, and running through the ftreets with drawn! 
fwords, and horrible howlings, cried out alternately, 
" Repent, and be. baptized," and, "Depart, ye un- 
*' godly." This was in February, 1534. The 
fcnators, the canons,.the nobility, together with the . 
tnore fober-citizens, whether Papifts or PjroteftantS;,^ 
terrified at their threats and outcries, 'fled in confo- 
■•'■■'■. '■'"' ' ' ' 'iionji 



fiOfli and left the city- undef tl«eidi«mi'ni(5ii*^^f^a 
frkitic muidtude; canfiMig^^lfl^fifff ^ d^ftftrtgttS: 
Nothing how remaJhing^tG-«^eftPirt-Gi^' comreirf 
IftenH thqffctabolil»)i^l1fi 
^6rdiag''to'^fr o^i*a^Vagant1^^ thoti^ 

tfifirft fhey ffieih^fd^\i*ttchj^f*€Pft?*^^^ dAeJgfil 
itdnftitutian, as torfSSTcnateft^f^tl^i^e^lSftj 
aiid to -appoiftb^^Cnip^SfdeHag'- A^ Sncfthcr prole-i 
l^econfuls, 'thisfW«Whtti|g ntei-61^ 

in die ftyle> and with the.:aucfabrity .t)Ea:.Ej*opbct} 
uttertd his; :c6inmaiidmerits, yrhididt was . infbanit 
death to dirds^ey:. Haimg begun itbidbenbofiraging 
the multitnde to pUlage dit chuDcfacry/and f.defitcc 
their ornamdnts; he cigbincd thenf: to'idcftrpy all 
books except the:Bihie,aasuliafc&'qnd.impicu^ hf 
appoinped^xhc eftateSFof !liifhas.ikdji.tcr .be ^a>nfi£- 
xated, and foMd^^gsnhabhahtBq>£i3ie^Dcighbb^^ 
ing coimoy; hcordered)eHcr^inKntfe!iLbrtjig fordi 
-his gold^ fUy^er^ land pr^ciioii^ eSe&s^) j^d to lay 
them at hisfcct r iidio\^ljliama,fedi)yA^ mcahs^ 
he dcpofited in a public treafury, and named dc^* 
- cons tbrdilpenfe'ic for the commoD iif(^ tDf all. The 
fnembcrs-of this commonwealtbheing: thiis brought 
to a pcrfea cqilajityrrhc^commai^cfeiall of tfiem to 
catat tables prepared \n public, and even prefcribed 
tJie-cfiflies which were to be ferved itp * each day- 
Having fitiifliddhispteii of ref6rfnatit)n,. his. next 
car^f. was to provide fjr the defence of the city : ami 

Jie 
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hcltook' mcai|urei;'..for that f^urpcffe ynm\ a, pttl.^ 
4e«ce yfUdl^. ftvAW^d nothing of fan^tjcif^.:.::H<! 
(i<;>lk<3:ed vftft .nciag^^mes of every kind 5 .^e jfepaif- 
cd and extend€4:i!h«.fortificatiomy pljligifig^^yerg ' 
perfon without:-4i$'^iontp>w.Qfk ;in' his. turaj h^ 
fprmed fudia&"/^;yf«©"<»p^bl^;p^;bearipg ,a4:nfi^^ intp. 
I^giil^rhodi^s^ ;and ejjde^vourcd to add^;the :vig.ojJ5 
of difcipline Xfi th^Jmpqtupfity.pfcnUaufiafm, He 
fcnt ciRiffiiE^esi jco therApjabaptifts in^phe Lpw-Cpun+ 
pfics, invitUig thereto a^crnbli^^^ ;^hicH 

- hei:4igmficd;jyitH thc.nanje: of Motint-Sidh, that 
frona thence they might fct outitor.rcduce: all the na- 
tions of thceiith .under their d6mmjon. . He/him* 
fclf was unwearied in attending . to eveiy thing- ncr 
cicffary^fof'the fccuiity or increafe of the feft; 'aiii- 
mating his difeiplcs-by his own example to refufcnd 
labour; aB welljas to • repine ' at * no * hardlhip^:^cand 
their ehthufiaflicrpalfionsbeiiig kept ft-orik' fr'gfiding 
by a p/srpetual fticceffion of.ridiortations, r<r/el:atiJ- 
ons, and prophecies, they Iqeined ready to under- 
take or tofuffer/aay.thing ia^ maintenance of. their 

opinions. . '' 

While they were thus eniploycdv the bifhop of 
Munfter having affembled aconfiderable army, ad- 
vanced to befiegc: the toWn. ; On his approach, 
Matthias fallied out at the head of fome . cholen 
troops, attached one quarter of his .camp,,; forced 
it, and after great flaiighter, returned to the city 

loaded 
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leaded i;ririrglocyanitfpBUitIhto^ with thii- 

foecefe/rheappfauwlijextdaybfandilhing a fpcar;: 
and declared,- tjiat, in inGUtatbn 6f Gicfcon, lie Would 

• go fdrdiwithahaiidfiil of..fnen»and fmitc- tjke hoft* 
of the-^iingedijc. . In -daie .month :4Dyr.Maf^j.diiit5^I 
peffonsy .Tftomherjnamccly: followed hiJn\ without' 
hefitatbn in this .iwM cntcfprize, and, rulhing on 
thjC enemy wkh a fnmeip^durage, were cm off to 
a man. '"Ilie deadi'-bf their Pmphdt occafioned at 
firft gre«- confternati^ii ^mbng his difbiples ; but* 
Boccoldi by the Tame gifts arid pretenfiojus. wMch* 
headlined Matthias epedit,: foon revived their fpirits 
and hopes tofucha^degfe^, that hefuerteiedcd hinr 
in the fame ablbluie direftiort of. all theiir' affairs.' 
And though lefs daring In aiftiohdiah Matthias, he' 
was a wilder cndiufiaiiii ttfJd krf r^ iiriboundcd* 
airibitton. Soon after thedeatk of.hispredeceflbr,*' 
having,^^ Jby obfcure vifioris and prophediesi prepar- 
ed the multitude for fome extraordinary ' event, he 
ftripped hmifelf naked; arid ttldrchirig through the 
ftfeets,-|)i*€laiffied"With ^-loudf voic^, ^^^ Vhat the 
^l kingdom 'dfSforiW^rftl'AandV thaVwhatfever'was' 
" kighdl^n earth lhbuB;be bro\ight IbW, and wh'at- 
"^erwas loweftlhoiild be ex41ted." 'in order t;o 
fulfil thiij he commanded the churches, as the moft* 
loft^ buildings in the city, to be leveled with the ground; 
hc:Nicjg^fed the fcnators chofen by Matthias, and 
dcpri^;ihg'Cnipperdplingof the conliilll.ip, the high-" 

^ eft' cfffite iii the cemmonwealth, he apjpotnted him to 
"--■" "' execute 
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execute the lowcft andimoftljnfemous, that erf ctim" 
raon hangipani to which ftrange'tyanfitipitthe bthtnr . 
ajgrecdj nbt only wiiiiout munnaring,ibt«>'with the 
ufimoft joy; arid fuch was^the dcfpotie; rigour: of 
Boecold'S admmiftmtion, that ht was'colkd; aimon: • 
* eyery d*y:'toi pcrfoxmi ^imcrj.duiylar otheEaaf Jiis; 
lyretchfid/fun^ion.. Ifljptee t>f the:depc)firdiena<^: 
torsi he named twelve judges^ according to the nuriir- • 
ber: of tribes in Ifrael, to prc^fidie .in all fifkir$ i ■ rig-- 
tainjing tp .himfelf the.i^fpp ^l^r\^ whiotecAfofei 
a^c^endy poflVffed as legiltotor-^of -chat pedpl*.! 

Not fatisfied,. however, with powerjof. titles, which 
lyere not li^reme, a. prophet, whom he: had: gained, 
and tutoredj-haying faljfdithetjinijtituderiidgetricr,: 
declared it to be the will of Gk)d,' that Jphn-fioc-^ 
cold fhould be KingofSioQ, andfit on.thfithroae 
of David.. J:olu>, kneeli[ig.;dowh,: accq)ted: ai'-iht- 
heavenly call, wjuchhe fokmnly prcteftrdhaabeen' 
revealed. likewifc tOihiijifelfi.and ^as immediatefy> 
acknowledged as IVf onarch by thje deiudj^fl jg^ultir 
tude. Rrqm ^at niomcnt he afllujied all, the jtatc: 
and pomp of royalty. He wo;-? ,a crown pfgpld^ 
and was clad in the richcft.andmoft fuipptiKH^;gatt-^ 
ments. .A bible was carried on his one hand, 2^ nak- 
tA fword on.the other. A greiapbody of gugrd^. 
accompanied him when he appeared in public. ; }i^ ' 
coined money ftamped with his own imager afl<|japr' 
pointed the great officers of his houfel^old ^4 4^i^T> 
dom, among whom Cnipperdoling wasi npipin^edj 
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govemour of the city, as a reward for lus former 
fubmiflion. All this happened in the month of 
June. 

Having * now attained th^ height of power, Boc^ 
tiold began to ciifcover paflions, which he had hi- 
therto reftjaincd or indulged only in fecret, The 
minds of his deluded fiibjcfts being prepared by his 
prophets and teachers, he fct tliem an ex- 
ample of lifing what he called their Chriftian liber-^ 
tyj he married three wives at once, among which 
t3ie widow of Matthias, a woman of fingular beauty, 
was one. He proceeded in the fame courfe, as cir- 
'cumftances arofe, rill the number of his wives 
amounted to fourteen, though the widow of Mat- 
thias was the only' one dignified with the tide of 
Queeh. After the example of their prophet, the 
multitude gave themfelves up to the moft licendous 
and uncontrouled gratificarion of their defires. No 
man remained farisfied with a fingle wife. ^ Not to 
ufe their Chriftian liberty, was deemed a crime. 
Peifons were appointed to fearch the houfes for 
yom^ womeh grown up to maturity, i?rfiom they 
inftantly compelled to marry ; and every kind of 
cxcefi abounded among them, of which the paflions 
of men are capable. 

Meanwhile, the bifhop of Munfter, aided by the 

German princes, blockaded tly: town. And, not- 

• witliftanding all their precaution, famine begun toap- 

:pear. AH their aids were cut off. The faith of 

B fome 
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Ibme gave Vv-ayi ri.Btit whci^cvcr they cxpreffed their 
■fears thcy«wcf e piinilhe4 with irtimediate death, Qne 
of the King's wives, having uttered certain words, 
which implied &tm. doubtj.concerning- .hi$ divine 
miffion, he inftantly calkd the whole number tOr ' 
gether, and . commanding . the ,'i)felphemer, as he 
balled her, to kneel down, he. but pIFhet- head with 
' his own hands; arid fo far were the; reft from ex- 
prefling- any horror at this: cruel deedj, thaf. they 
joined him in dancing with a frantic! jOy around the 
.bleedjngbody of their companion. 

\ By the firft of June'i.''t535,-the befiegedendur^ 

<-od the iJtmoft irigour of famine ;' but they chofe 

rather to fufFcr hardfhips, the recital of which is 

Ifhocking to humanity, than to liften to the terms 

of capitulation offered them by the bilhop. On the 

twenty-fourth of the lame month, however, tht ci-* 

ty was taken by means of a deferter; moft of the 

inhabitants, (lain, and the remainder taken prifoners. 

Among the laft were the King and Cnipperdoling. 

'The King loaded with chains, was carried frdfti 

xity to city as: a fpeftacle to gratify the curiofity of 

the people^ and was expofed.to all their infults. 

His fpirit, however, was not brqken or humbled by 

this fad' reverfe of his condition j and he adhered 

.with unfhal^en firmiiefs to the diftinguifliing tenets of 

hie feft. After this he was brought back to Mun- 

.fter, the fcene of his royalty and crimes, and put 

to death with the moft exquifite as well as lingering. 

tortures. 



religious Opinions. i j 

tortures, all ^ which, he bore with 'kftoniflijng forti- 
tude. This extraordinary man, who' had been abk 
to acquire fuch amazfiig dominion over the .mihdS 
of has followers, arid to excite pmmotxonsib dangc- 
TQiis to fociety, was only twenty-rfix yeai^ of age.* " 

SECTI.QN tl- - 

DURING the civil wars here in England/it^Oot 
.^ :%t ' middle ;o/fliela3ScentUrjf,- dtt'':^tans 
carried all. before them. New religions fpmg up Me 
mulhrpo'ms. ^. Among others there Was'k fet of great 
pretenders to fuperior fanftity calledFifth-Monar^- 
chy-M!en... Both church and ftate had been fub- 
verted forn^ years before. But about *the\ -return 
of King Charles the Second theie enthufiaftic gen-- 
try got it into dieir heads, that the time was Come 
fdr^'Chrift to begin his reign'of athoufandyeacrs 
upon earth. . They ey<fi fixed the^time for fetting 
the crown upon his Mad. ' Of this the foliowing is 
a remarkable' inftance*:-^— ;Iri' i66a, and on the very 
day on which Charles wasC crowned; a^'cohfider^- 
ble number, of tl^efcn madmen met. in Cole-. 
inan-^fti>eet '4n Londbm,*- ;w they were head^ 
ed iiy One ' Vx^v^^u ^ fie,iyjgn.t)rpt:. preacher. In , 
the jmorning he deKvered a difcourfefo theni, in 
- .- . • ^ ■■■:• ■ "' • -.v.Vl^u^ ?••;: ..-;.\-s:-_ '••which 

*'^is ejetm^t of tteiloiy ofiKe Gprman' Ahababtifis Is inade 
irom kobertfon*5 Hiftory cf Cfiai'les^he FUth* Whidi thie Readei: 
wpulddo wdl to periireittikrjge* " A" fofRef iiccotMrt may be' ifee^i 
in Sl^iden's ^HHcry oTtiiiE!-R<?fbir!natiaii m Gerinany, and'iii.'ft)r- 

n&)ti^M^%f^.'i-'- •• •" .— 
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whiclx ific *t6^ tri«m, tHat the day was come whch 
<3irH^ was to aiccii^ Kis "Hironc. Having fired 
their iihaguutions with/tiic higheft raptures of en- 
. ditillafm, and Juiding^^ to obey him in . 

every thing, tc ordered tliem'tb My fertfi into tihc 
ftreets, and kill every perfon who rcfiifed to join 

withthera.^ ,,. 

This was readily con^plicd with, and thefc \n^^ , 
tuated -men nude a moft dreadfiil hayock in the 
ftreets. The guajrds were brought to difperfe tlicrh^ 
and fcvcral of them were kilici A confiderabic 
number were taken into cuftpdy, among whom was 
yenncr, the rindeader, whp with nine of has delu- 
ded fdUoweifs, were, executed in different parts of 

the city. — This was a drtadfiil ftroke to the Fifth- 

• . " » ^ " ' ^ , ' . . . • • » • . .%■.••■ 

Monarchy-iVienji . and from, that time they Juvc 

made no great figure in JEn^land.* 

^ it was likewife in the ronner of thefe eventfiil 

centuries dhat Vanini* , figured aWay as an AtHeifti 

and young ServinV in the latter. They were both 

^ ., moR: 

3Hurd»j i^ewoirkilRclig^s, p,674; • 

^This. poor wretch was bom in Italy, 158$, and became a siaii 
of cpnfiderabU learning. He took great pain»in making conyerti 
to his own atheiifical opuiibilSj and £ed a martyr tb thein in i6l^» 
at Toulo^fe .in France. . 4 ; 

^This youn^ man was a veiy extraordinary charade. He was 
bdm and died in France. The Mowing account which is given 
of him by the celebrated SuU^ in his Memoirs of Henry 4th> is 
wortby.o/pcrufal: — "ThelMKinningpf June i$^3,Jfct out for 
** Cabiis. where I was to embanc^ haying yyi^ Jiie a re^ueiof ugr 
'' wai:^ of 200 gent]em«A*'0r ^ho called thenielveS foth, of WhfiS 
^* .a. cgnfideraUe. number were realty of th^ firft difiiti($pn.- Jttt 
'^ Before niy departure old Sefvin came imd piefeike^ jiis fon ti 
V me^ and begged I would ufe m^ endeavours to make hiifit i, mitt 



mo|t i^ffx^ji^iXi^, iqgajyces pf ath^ifticb^ycry. 
For ^^^gm^hp^^j^i ope uaigju. make fomc apology 
(i_( dj^ foul (Trin^ ^dfni^ of aijgf ), becja^fc tHj?^ li"*^^ 

** otkmt worth and konefty ; bat he confefTed it was what he dar* 
^' ed not hope^ not through any want of tinderibinding or capacity 
^< m dft'Jtomiig maxi^lnit fiomkis nanuad^fnriin^tion: to all Idads^of 
^ -Tkef ■ - liieold man waiini^ light;:! .'What heittrfd mc baadng^^ 
^ eaidted xny cnriofity to '§pm aohoroug^ knowleadge; o£.yonn£ 
^f Servin»I&iindIiimtobe4tt'oace)K)>tha'w«nder,anda^ 
" fbr I can give no 4)tl^r idea of^ tJnq^-n^emfalage e£the jdo^l tx* 
** cdLnit and raoft. penikiaiis.ottaHties.: ILet the j-eader reprefent 
f^ talStfi^a man of a^genius {o'livehr, and) an fjaderfiaimng fo 
*^> cxtei^ivek ai rendered him ksact ienoxant-o{^iny.ihing..tfaat 
*^ «QBld*be kno^ ; of ^vaftiadrea^fyia-compfehcimoa^ t&u .he- 
«f Sofibedktely nade hi^ 

^^ - io ppodigicms'iuneaioty:^ that he nei^r fc^got whathe.hadoncft 
^flaulffei:'h» }]d^0flU'dliparts^of^^loib]£y aod.the matheoia^ 
<f ti<»Vjp^tip<'^ty fortification and Imwkigs even uiitheoiogy he 
** 'wa^feiWdft^klliSM^that'kewasaaexcfH^ 
^' had a mind to exert that talent, and an able difputant for and 
^.€ .again&iie xtfbnned religfon-itt^fferently. ' He ndt only^ mider- 
<f 'flDpd''X^ek,:fiebrew^ahd'' all^tiie^langaagestwhich. we. call 
^f^leaniedv but a]foaU'the:'diflerent jargons or' modem dialeds* 
'''•He accented and pronounced: il)iem& naturally, andfo p^edly 
^i -iniitatedthe geftures^^ndinianners both qf the feveral nations; of 
*f = Eiim^ andSi^ fartkolav province»-of France, that he '■ nught 
*f-l|av6-Wciitaken:finranativeoif'all or any of thefe countries, 
^^•'Ail^'thisqadty he ^pUed tq counterfeit all forts of perfon5> 
** wherein he fubceedec wonder^iUy. He was^ moi«over> the* 
^^belt conieiSian aiidgreatoft c^oU-^that- poiiaps ever ajppear^, 
ffnM^-had4igenios-&r poetry, and had wrote many vedes. He 
^f^^yedopon almoil alt. infe^ents, wm a perfed mafter of mu« 
*f^ icf^said tbng moft agreeably and julMy. He likewife coidd iay « 
^^^ma&i for he was ofa'difp<mtidn to do, a^: well fas to know, all 
^' Al^jgs. His body was perfedUy well fvitedtohis'raind. He 
'^'mt^^i^U -nimbie, de^xbrous, ami -fit j^ exercifes. 'He 
'''-cbttld intdr-weU'; and in danomg% wie^ng, and leaping, he waa 
'^ 'admiired,^ ' There are not any recreative gamiea that he did not* 
" -know I aiic( he was fkilledin almoft all mechanic arts. But 
"toowibr the reverie of theiaedol : here it appcan^dxthat hem^ 
''^tr«9d|i^froi», cnieUcowardly^ deceitful ; a liar, a cheat, adronk^ 
'f anf and glutton ; a (harper in play, immerfed in eirery-fpecie^ 
'■* of yicca a blafphemer, an athelft. In a wordi inhimab^bf 
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hi Countries where the light of divine truth' was ob- 
fciired by the clouds 'oTiPopilh ignqrarice^mid fti- 
perftitibhV '"But' what itkff we ' Tay-lEor Hacket,^/ 
Aikcnhead/ ajid Hunter,* three Britains, who all 

• ..--,- . V ,. . . ^.. ...... ,.. ..,.4i€d- 
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** found all the vkes contrary^ to nature^ honour^ relij^oo»;,atid.fo'<' 
** xiety ; liietCFuth of whick: he Imnfdf evinced with* his* Uteft 
*' breadr ; -for.he died in the floivor ^f his a^^e, in a common bro- 
*' thel, per^dUy corrupted by his debaucheries^ and expired with 
♦' a glals in his hand, curitng and, denying God." ... 

, . "SaJly's Memoiys, voI..5..p.:^2« 93. : : . . 

^Hacket- lived in the . time ^ijueen £lizal>eth< He' affitmed 
himfelf to beanointed'king of the.^arth by the Holy* GhoA, and 
commaidded his two difciples, Arthington,ihid.Coppinzer> to .pro*- 
cUim through the: ilreets of London/ Uiat Chriii; was CQme:tftiudge 
the world, and ithat be might, be feen at the houib wHecd.Hacket 
lodged, and diat all who ridfufed to obey Sum fhould deftroy each 
other^ and. that the Queen fhould be dethroned, , He. was -con.vided ' 
of'high-treafbn, and at the |^ce of execMtion^ repeated the follow- 
ing prayer: " > ' : ;..; - . ■* '. • ^ ' . 

** Etehial God, thou knoweft me:to be the true Meffiah* whom 
*' :thouhail fent : fhew fome miracle fj?om the cloudsto .x:(tovihce' 
*f thofe unbelievers, and free me. from the power of my. ienemi^s; 
^* If thou rcfufeft to do this, I will'.fct fire to the heavens, and>- 
**>pulling thee from th^ throne, will tear thee to pieces with my 
**: hands." — And, turnmg to the executioner, he faid, " Poft thou> 
'f wretch, prefumeto hang thy kingf"-^Then, lifting up :Kit eyes 
to heaven, he cried, *'Thou repayeft me well for a Kin^om 
*' bcilowcd; I come to take Vengeance oii thee." . - ^-. » . ' 

^Aikenhcad.fu^^ed for blafphemy at Edinburgh in the} y^ar 
1696. He denied the Beinjg; of God, and mocked at all relig^on^ 
whether natural or reve^lecT He.b<donged to.afociety of youpg 
jnen, who uifually met toc^ether at a tavern, where they made it a 
rule, that.each in his turn mould burii the bible, and blafpheme the 
name of God, Hcfwaaburjxtalivey ; • 

.^Hunter was a young fludeht in divinity, and was hung in chains ' 
at Broughtbn, near Edinburgh,- for murdering two. young gentle- 
men, the ions of a Mr. Gordon, iyhofe tutor he was. He. breathed 
out his foul, avowing he believed there was no God ; or, if there 
was. on6» defying him to dp hisworft. — This account of thefe un- 
happy men:is iholUy $aken from Hurd's View of all Religions, p. 
142. The hiildry .of Hunter J have feen foni^where xo-ox^ at large, 
i^C X caiaaoc bpw- recolkdt wher^t 
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died denymgcdie. exifterice,*'Or bkfpheming the: 
naftte of the Almighty? Or what can -be advanced 
m behaif of Mr; Wiliialm'Hdinnian^^.jxiniqr, iatc bfc 
Liverpool, who* even now,- in this »cnJ%htcned ^ndi 
philofophicagey will needs perfiiade us of the iamer- 
thing?** -Thefe are'nrcmftcrs ia>htiinm fornix encr 
^- • i, .. B4 '!' /-.-.''-:,; mies' 

^This fbange man avows his atheifm in the moH notorious and 
impudent manner, '* To put it out of aH mafmei^ of doubt," fay^ 
he, ** whether there ever .was fuch a perfon as a proper ath^ii^>'I do 

■ ** df darei that, Upon my hbnour, I am one, . Be it, therefore, for 
** we -future rememl£erea>>^a^ in London, inTtheik^gdom of Ehg- 
** Ifmd, in the year .ofom Lord 1.78 1, ^ mai>lyith publicly. declarSi 
** himfcif an atheift.'*— Nay he even profefles his readinefs to fuf- 
fef martyrdom Ih this canfc, and to giory in it. .,.'. , .; ^,-1 

Spc iiammon's Anfwer to Dr. PHcftl^'s. Letters to a philofopk^ 
cat Unbeliever, pref. p. 17, 21. — Likewife Monthly ReView for 
PebKttary 1783, p. 1^9; 131. — ^Sec alfo . Prieftley's Letters to « 
Philosophical Unt)eliever, vol. i. p. 238. . 

'^^ht,^ FrielHey fays, in the Preface to his Letters fi> Mn Bouni, 
that ^^ iht greater ^lart of his {^ofbphical; acquaintance ridicKtfe 
** "his belief of ChriJHanity.." He tells us ftill farther, that '« when 
** te' was at" Paris, aifter a very free and ferious converfatkm 

' " ^ the ibbjeift of religion, he was told, by one of the company, 
** that he was the only perfon they had ever met with, of whofe 
** undcrlUndmg they had any opinion, who pretended to believe 
•* CkrilHanity." He adds, *^ A very fincere catholic prieft, hear- 
^* ihg that on all occafions he avowed his belief of ChriiHanity, 
**" jembrace*d him with tears literally running down his cheeks, fay- 
** ing/ Aat all who *were called ^/&i7^/M-j that hi^had met with 
'*' bcfbfe Wefe atheifis.^^ The accdnnt which Dr. PrielUey here^ 
gives us of the ftate of things in France has been confirmed by the 
conduft of the National Affembly in various inftances. A para- 
graph in the Evening Mail for January ajth^tb the 27th, is di- 
reray in point. ' 

Pirns, Jan. 22, 1792, 

" Such, and fo rapid h the progrefs of irreligion,^ wdl as in 
•* philofophiflry,that a book, profeffcdly Written agaWtt'Chriftiani^ 
** ty, and prefented to the National AlRmbly, was loudly applaud- 
** ed, and honourable mention of the author 'Ordered to be viaAt ii^ 
♦' the Joutnalsof the Affembly." 
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mies to their own race, who would rob mankind of 
their deareft hopes, convert the prefcnt world into 
delufive phantoms, and innihilate the next, that we 
may be at liberty to indulge oxir paffions widioiit 
controul. Voltaire" and Bolingbroke, with various 
others of a fimilaf defcription, have done their ^eft 
to convince the world, that there is no Saviour, and 
that we have no need of any fuch interpofition as 
the gofpel fuppofcis. 

It was about the beginning of the prefent ccn* 
tury, in the reign of queen Ann, that the French 
Prophets, as they were 'then caHjpd, made a yaft 
noife in Europe, ^any of them, came over into 
JEngland, and, run into the utmoft extremes of folly 
and delufion. I will produce i ipc/rimen. One 
ofthefc fanatics having afferted, that in proof of his 
divine million, he would die on a particular day^ 
.and on the tjiird day he would, rife from the deadi 
a wag prefent, laid him a wa^r on the ftrength of 
his prophecy. The Brophct, who knew not in 
' '' what 

Atheifin is faid to be ra^ps^nt at tbif .dmAi France. But this, 
it ieemsi' is noi^g new ; Tor Majfepnus, in his commentary cm 
G.enefis» tells iia, that in the year 1 6^3, there was a vaft multitude 
of ^em in Fraiu:^'; that there were at lead 50^000 Atheifts at th^t 
tulne in ^e city of PariQ» ^ that in one hoiife fdmetimes a dozen 
wer^ to be found. Aiid about the fame time' the Author of a book 
called Speculum Europas tells us, that atl|ei(9^. was very common 
and rampantii^nAiit parts of Italy. * 

SerEdwardi* Thoughts on Athdfin, p. 127. 

"Thelifeof Boiingbrpke, and the^ldeath of Voltaire, contain no 
contemptible a<giunc^ for the fallacy of their religious opinions* 
The one lived immorally, the other died wretchedly. 

' See Sacred literature, yA. i. p. 1x4, 153—139* 
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what manaer tjie materia mecUca operated^ reiohfjcd 
to try the e^^pimeat,. an4 the day w^is fixed. . jn 
the mean time the 'TEnibiifi|ift wept to .the father of 
the gei^tljeman alr^^jf ,mcnupncdi who kept an apo- 
thecary's Ihop in OJid-ftrect. He afked for as 
much opium as woujld oi^^e him fleep one night* 
Having obtained that, he bought twice as much, 
. vainly imagining, that if one third part of the quan-* 
tity would makc-him flgep one night, the remain* 
der wcjuld make him fleep two nigjjits more, after 
which he woiild arifp .from the dead, and give i 
convincing proof of his njiffipn. ■ 

Accordingly he f^vallowcd the three, dofcs; of 
opiuni, and his friends, who had been let ii^to the. 
fpcret of his defign, and^ who were as ignorant as 
Win^^lf, Jiad hini interred in the burying ground be- 
lopgU^ tp tkc.parifli church o^Cripplegjitei fituated, 
in Whitc-crofs-ftreet. The fraternity of Pro- 
phets, continued fmgip^ I^ymns round the grave till 
tj^e cmiratipn of the three days, and the people in 
die neighbourhood were^ driven to fuch a ftate of 
CM>.ed}:at;|on, that they negledbed their lawful em- 
j^ipyfl^ei^lajto behold tl^is miraculous event. 

At laft the apppipfed time arriy€;d3 thoufands 
ani ten thoufands pf fouls attended, ap^.t}^? grave 
was opened; but alas! infteadof the Prophet's ma- 
king his appearance in the land of the living, the 
coroner iflu^d hjs warrant for a jury to be fummon- 
cd, to enquire iii what manner he came by h^is death. 

The 
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The verdift was found Telf-miirdcr, and he was 
buried with a ftake drove rhroiigh his body in thfe 
crols'-wayTiear'pog-houfe bar. 
'**this was a fatal blow to thie French Prophets ; 
ditir credit" funk into' cbntcmpt, and they have 
dwindled away in fuch a gradiM manner, that little 

orno remains of them are now feft." ' 

•\ • » • ... 

SECTION III. ' 

Ii^ would be ^ell if fanaticifm and errorieouis 
.^'opinions were confined^ to the vulgar and illite- 
rate. But this is by no means the cafe. Boling- 
bi'olte and- Voltaire^ juft mentioned, were men of 
very uncommon talents. And about the com^ 
mertcement of this century alfo lived the learried; 
Bodwell. He undertook to prove the natural rnoK " 
tality of human fouls.'* At the lame time, the in- 
genious Mr. Algillwasbufy ih attempting to alcer- 
tain, that, according to the covenant of eternal life- 
revealed in the fcrrptures, man may be' triri&ted 
from hence, without pafling through death."* I 
never heard, however, but that the faid'Mi*. Afgjll 
died the common death of all men. What became of 
the foul of Dodwell, we know not.. He is wkh 
God, and'fhall be judged according to his works.— ^ 

Moreover, 

"Kurd's View of all Religions, p. 672. 
*3See his Epiftolary Difcourfe on the Soul. 
■♦Sec his book entitled. An Argument proving, that according 
to the covenant of eternal Life, &c. 
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Moreover, CT^ifin oiir .own timcfs, we have had an 
.actcfarrl'df rMr^^riucKan' in Scotlaiitli'who has Jpuk 
h^rftlf atW^aCl W a - feft, Jircittffih^' her 'deludef 
' fdlio^el*?1:hey ftiall 'never xlie/- biit l)S%ranflatedi tif 
an agreeable change, to meet the Lord in the air J*'* 
B«i"notwithflandirig all hdrpretenfi^ the c6n- 
trary,^iiitI:)cbcLis not yet come,; and the periodical 
prints have informed^iisy ihe is how no lirorc. . . And^ 
as/ though thd hjqpodiefis pf cfcajping the dominion 
of fthe king of terrors web not fiifEtiently extrava-^ 
gant,. even the ,ircry learned bifliop Berkley laboursf 
to eftgblifh in the minds of nrieh, that there is* 'lid* 
fuch thing as matter in the WOrld,andi<>f::canibK 
qijjence^.jiiat^.we.haye.na^odie?^*^. .--^^^ . ;.- ;; 

\l-]''^^u^'^-'-r^^^ ... .M^• 

j^Sbe Jiurop^iMig*.rfer Jvk. %7&S>^' 7. 'mw!: do, for:Dtc 
1786, p.. 46c. — ^We Jiave two relations of a iimilar kind ii^ the 
Life'oP^e M(?«cvi }ohii^Wefley/bjr' Mft fiataten; vd.' r?^p,. 
* J^^ro* 3^- 3 .CfeJ^igp^^Ur.^rJeant .ii> thf? guard^^ :pr9phefijB4;i;frc 
en J of the worla ftiould be on the laft'day of February, 17J63, and 
alarmed a large part of tfe^iactH^^i.' ifc^d-'in die year 17^9/41 
was revealed ^o^ young eirl in the bifhopric of Purhapi, tluiton a 
cwteiivaayin-tHatyikr, th<«^wicik%d'Jhbid &e (Wep^, with* the bc- 
fo|n,ofxfcfbnidiQij,JfiT[lJfi t^.fac^pf th^fc^ ^jyiAny> gate credit 
^ the predidlion^ and flocked to the deluded entfiufiafl frc^m all 
qusirtersr 'jHine is.th'e*beft dS^e^r of all fiich'fMlatical preteafioos* 

/*See,,l{is Principles of Human Knowledge, and Dialogues be- 
tween Ktylas and Plulonous. — The Bifhop's fcheme is not, fays 
Df . Doddridge, *' that fenfible objedb have no real exiftence ; or 
*' that all is but a waking- itfetoi j hfe difclaims both thefe. His 
V . pfTUj^iple is, th^t , no ^n;Qbie objpfk exifts unperctit/ed ; ©r more 
'f-tplaialy; that t^d^e is n6 mp^fitioJ. ivorfJ.y i^. that frimaty, 99- 
"lyv^ as fecondary qualities, do only,exi^in the mind perceiving.^ 
f^ ttiem; (6 ,tha(jf all. mta4s: were annihilated, all bodies would b^, 
*' annihilated too; and that the difference between dfeaming anci 
f * perceiving, is only that the latter is. i^ore adive, regular, and 
f vivid, than the former." 

Le^ures, p. |oi. 
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, Mr. Hume;, with a manifefl: int;^mion.of fiib^- 
vcrring the goipcl of<!;hrift, \m uncjcrtakcn to 
prove, that bccaulc we have novi^ no experience of 
miracles being, wrought, diercforc ^ mil-aclc is in-r 
capable ofpropf/^ 

Monfieur J?reret, mifmber of the academy of In- 
fcriptions at Paris, and fecretary to the Society at 
Berlin, levels the whole fabric of religion at once. 
He has done by the golpel as the French have 
done "by their old conftitution. The New Tefta- 
mcnt, fays he, is all a forgery, contrived about Con? 
ftantine's time, and is never once mentioned by tjie 
ficft Chriftian writeif.'* 

Rouffeau, one of the fineft, yet moft eccentric ge- 
niufes the world ever produced, hath laboured with 
.all his mgenuity to eftabKlh the legitimacy of fui- 
ci&, diatwiicivsyg^^^ with the 

.world ite are at Uberfy to ddboy '•ourselves m what 
v(ky focvcr we judge expedient/*, 

The late Mr^ TopbJdy; ,.iya$ iridcfatigaWc in 

preaching arid wridrtg* to prbve, that the doftrincs 

of abfolute, uncon^donal ele&ianiara.reprobation^ 

'■'■'.'"■' " without ; 
• .... 

»'Src his Bflkys. 

**Voltsure in the Shades, p. 47.— 'This aiTertioa is as contrary 
to troth and matter of Bid: as tight is to dirkn'efs. See Lardner^t 
teftimori^s. ' Let the Reader, who is affeded with this moil aoda* 
'cious declaration, confult alfo Michaelis' Ledores on the V^ 
Teftament,fea. ar. ■ 

''See his Eloife. 
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Without the fihdleft quafificatiorf,- ate feVeafed in 
holy fcripture as the truths of God ; and that a very 
finaii niimibcr of the adult part of mankind, compa- 
ritiveiy IpJeaHtig, is included in this awful decree.** 

Mr. Jeremiah White,** Mr. Hartley,** and ma- 
ny odiersi oil die cohtrarjri good men^ atid true, 
were cqiially zealous m propagating the doiftnne <rf, 
nniverfal ttftitution, afferting; that not only aH inali-^ 
kind wiU be finally fevcdj hut tKat^yfcn ilie idl^vils 
fcciiiielvcs fliall Be delivered out of their infernal * 
abodes, and made tke monxnnehts of God's ever- ' 
laftiii^ cbmpldicciicy and delight. 

The late EihanueLSwedenborg was a man of great 
leen^ng pt'ety, and of ufidbitoted learning. He 
begjft, if we may credit his own declarations, a new 

d^nTadon of religion.*^ VaHoiis of his fojloifieiiy . • 

. . inen 
^^ his '« Tnmikdoa of Zanchxns; and Vindication' c^tho 

DetWW," paffim. • :- r, -':-., .: . .1..:... 

"See Ms book entitled, '/The: RcflaWtkm of aUTKii^i^^^^^ ^ 
"See his works, paffim; : 
' ^^^The Banm'ft cKvn accbuht is as feoows^ i^f J wasatLoiiddn/^ 
&ft he,/^ atid dined late at my nliikl inn^.v^here I had atoomkept 
^' hr^ me; thk I might have the ' Hbeity to xnixiditate bi pciace 6tk 
^ H^titSl things. I had felt myfelf ^refled b)r hnager^andwas 
** fftt^ very hear^; Tbwards the end of the incal> I perceived 
^ diat a kind of aiidft came over my eyes, and I faw the floor of 
^ the rodiii covered widi frightfol repti)es, fuch as ferpentls, toads, 
**^ Catertiiilars, and others: Their lumiber appeared to encreafe 
«♦ «/ ih% darkHefi did, but fopnjjaffed away. After that, I faW 
^ ckariy a man in the midil of a bright andihining light fitting in • 
** ct'ttfhier of die rooni. ^ 1 ^'as alone, and you may judge of the 
^ eonfternstdon I was in; when I heard him pronounce diiHn£Uy, 
«• an^ ih a fonifti of vdke very capable of inking terror; -Eat notfi 
*: if^Sfh J. A^^ ^^® words, ray fight began to grow obfcare, but 
** came to* by Ettlpand little, and men iTfaw myfelf alone in the 
" room. Still a litde frightened at lyhat I had feen, I made hafle 
*' to my own apartment, without fpeaking to any one of what had 
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at kaft, if not^of c,qvK|l learning, ar^ ftraining- every 

ne^TC to eftablifh a kind of SabelU^iiifm, and a niim- 

, bcr of Qther old exploded hcrcfi^s, with the additir 

on 

«« happened to mc. I there refle^d faioufl^ on it, and tould find 
*f no reafon to fuppofe it to be an effed from chance, or any pbyii* 
**' cal caufe. ' - ■ 

.** The -followine night,, the fame perfqn appeared tO'iyie; in a 
*♦ ftrong Ihining Hght,.and faid,— I AM, GOD THE LORI), 
'*-^rttE CREATOR AND REDEEMER;- I HAVE CHO- 
«»SEN THEE TO EXPLAIN TO MpN' THE INTERIOR 
*' AND SPlRlllJAL SENSE OF THE SACRED WRJ. 
« TINGS. I WILL DICTATE UNTO.: THEE WHAT 
« YOU OUGHT TO WRITE.-^-I wa3 no^ at a/1 frightened 
** now, and the light with which Tie was cncompafled, although ve- 
*'.' ry bright and refplendent, occasioned no. .'painful impreffion on 
*' my eyes. He was clothed in purple, and the viiion lafted a full 
•^ quarter of ao hour. That fame mght were the eyes of l^y fpirit 
'* jopened, and difpofed fo that I might have a fpiritu^riight of 
** heaveni the world of fpirits, and the. hells ;. and I .found every 
** ^cre many perfons of my own acquaintance ; fome of them 
*' defeeafed a long, and others but a fliort time. 

*^ From that <ky" I gave up all my worldly occupations, that I 
" .might have leifure to efhploy myfelf in fpiritual ones, in conform- 
^' ity to the command I hddteceiired. . - 

** It happened often linta me after that period, that my fpiritual 
^ Hi^ht was opened fo far, )diat I could fee in the moil clear and 
** deftind manner, what jpafliidin the fpiritual worlds and converfe 
*' with aneels andipirt9,m the fame manner as I fpeak with menv"^ 
- Agaxn,im another place : — " The Lord, our SavioUr, manife&ed 
'' himfelf to me in a feniible'perfona^ appearance ; he commanded ' 
*< me to write what has already been done, and what I have /till to 
" do ^ he was .afterwards gracioufly pleaf<hi to endow me with the 
** -privilege of converfing witii an?els and fpirits, and to be in feU 
** lowfliip with thend. — I am ready to teltiiry with the moff folemn 
** oath that cnn be offered in this matter, that I have faid nptihing 
*' but cfTential and real truth, without any mixture of decepUQn>'** 

This is the Baron's ow^ account of his miraculous call. It is nb 
difficuh matter to give him pedit for his piety and good intentions. 
But we need only .perufe. his vifions ana interpre tations of holy 

'Sandels' Eulogium'on SWedenbcArg, p, 28. 
*Ibid. p. 21 
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, on of axomfortebfeirariety of newone8>fuch:as ne- 
ver before entered into the pericranium of any hu- 
man being, which they meet with in the writings of 
their learned Founder. - 

• . • . . A 

fcripture to be folly.. &ti$fied> that he labowed i^ider a derange- 
ment of intelled of a peculiar nature, tn this reiped he was toDC 
pitied, rather than [blanked.* Nor ^Is 'there anv tlmi^-ver)F ^iJKdai- 
mon in' his iltuation* The piou^' and leamea Simon Eronrne vvas 
for lyiany years perfuaded God had defboyed the intelledual pxin- 
cif^e within him ; and '' >vhilft he • was mider the indoeiiee m diis 
** ibange frenzv, it was extiemdy remarkable, th^t, his faculpes 
** appeared to be in cveiy' other refped in thdr i^ vigour, fte 
** continued to a|^ly himfelf . to hi^ ibdies, and difcovercd the 
*' fame force of underftandin|^ which had formerly diftingmfhcd 
** him, both £n his converfation and in his writings.''* Somewhat 
fimibr is the Hate of One of the' firft literary charaders of the prc- 
fentr day ; only with this difference, that whereas Mr. Browne 
dioaght.he^ad no foul, the learned gentleman in queition imagines 
he has 1^ body : and when a ^nd has been intrdftced to hi^, 
he would anfwer iq)on being aflced wdiether he knew the perlbn, 
" O yes, I readied you perfe6lly well in the other world : you 
*' were fo and fo employed." Swedenborg was doubtlefs like thefe 
gentlejnen ; and not uimke to his iiate alto was that of thef man of 
Argbs in Greece, 
-• . *' Qui fe credebat miros audire tragsedos, 

*' In vacuo laetus {eSar, plaufbrqua theaitro.* 
i, ■'* Who wond'rous tragedies was wont to hear 
^ '- y '*y Sitting alone in th' empty theatre." 
Sefides the above peculiar inftanccs ot mental derangement, I my- 
(elf^ have: pedonally known more than one inibmc^ of a iimilar kind. 
That the Baron therefore fho«d labour under fach a diforder, and 
^ that he Ihould be able to write many books during the continuance 
of it, is not fo extraordinary. But, that pious,, fenfible men Ihould 
indel^gably labour to convince- the world, of the truth, reality, and 
importance of a& his Grange reveries, is truly aflonifhing, an^ ca«>> 
not'iib'^ifilybe accountisd^for.: It may indeed be lai4, that his wri- 
tings, if we are much converfant with .them,, will either find us de- 
ranged; or make- us fo. I know no books in the world /o likely to 
•<iH»ft this puafpoTeTafs- his. and the Teutonic philpfopher's. I'hey 
wct^g'kiiidredvibub.. /The.-BaronPs great learning, hftweveir, gave 

j' " " '.' *Bi«^aphik Britannica. 

- ' ' • ■; !:. '«H6rat. KpiC 1. 2. ep. '2. 1. 129, 130. 
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A few years ago, I dunk it was in 1783, a young 

Prribytcrian clergyman, with all the prejudices up- 
on his mind againft Popery, which ufually diftin- 
guifh that clafs of men, ftrt fail fix>m America, and 
vifited France, En^and, and Italy. In the laft of 
theie countries he ftaid a confiderable time; and, at 
Iei^;th, became a convert to all the peculiarities of 
the Roman rcli^on. After he had been pretty well 
confirmed in his new faith, he failed to his native 
coiihtiy agaiii, and KM ^rtned to himfelf a plan of 
converting as many of the Americans as poffible to 
his new opinions, ne has klfb publiihed his own 
life and wonderful converfioh, and fecms to be en- 
flamed with a niighty zeal for the falvation of his 
country^n. That the young man means well is 
pretty evident. And he writes in favour of all the 
abfijrdities of Popery with a good deal of plaufibility. 
The book is cried up among the members of that 
Communion as a thing very extraordinary. But 
any perfon of the leaft difcemment, whofe mind k 
not unreafonably prcoccu^ed in favour of a 
party, may eafily difcover the fophiftry and 

falfc 

lum vaft advantage, aad he bids far fixr bong tht head of a confi- 
derable party in this country. The more miird his notions, the 
more likely they arc to take widi a certain defciiption of onr.fel- 
low crestm-es. If his trcitife on heaven and hell will not iaosfy 
any man, that the; above aflertions concerning his deranMment are 
foonded in trath, it mnft be £dd, fodi a xeader is far advanced in 
the fame diibrder. — ^He denies the refnrre^on of the dead, tells as 
that the laft Jodgment took place in the year 1757, that die fpiri- 
tua] kingdom of Chrift commenced on the 19th day of Jane, 1770, 
and that his own dodrine is ipeedily to prev^ over the whde 
world, and to condnue foro-er ! 
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iaUe i^fomug tvfaich run^r idu-ough dit litde 
peifformandc. It is curious to fee a Prefbyteriah 
parfon addrefling Wmfclf to the yirgin Maiy^ 
^nd vamug in future to make it his bufinelS to 
promote her caufe, " Oh tender Mother,** faid 
he, " if it be laAi^l for me toimptore thy fuc- 
*' cour, help me in the mift;rable ffete in which I 
** am. It was: throu^ thee rfiat the SavicVur came 
**'ta us ; k is through tliee flmt 1 dcfire to go to 
^^ him. The fcripturcst€a<JfiIrtk, that by tKy means 
**- was' wrought the firft- miracle of tfic evMigelical 
«^ kw in the order df grace, the fanSification of St, 
«»Johii the Baptift, and the firft-in the order of na- 
** tuW> tiic change 6f watier into wine. Here re- 
" iti»ns another to be pdfermicdi do n<!>ffefiifc to 
^^ eifiploy thy credit; I do not deferve it; too long 
** ham I not known thee; but naW> though with 
^* kze and tremblifig, I be^n to addrefi thee; in- 
u ttJrcede for me with thy Divine Son/-' Thentum- 
k^: t^^Chriflr, ^' Oh Lor4,** laid ha,'' I imptore thy 
^^ fighti^ th(hi haft promifed to Kften to thofe who 
<* kvokc thee; I do it :from the bottom of my 
*^ heart: thou art* my wSiefe that I fcek truth at 
^* whatever expcncc : I cannot err in addrefling my 
•^ fiipplicadons to thy blefled Mother : Thou thy- 
*' felf wouldft be the caufc of my error." — ^Then 
he adds— ^^ Confidence and tranquillity were the 
" fhiks of this prayer. From that time I have al- 
*^ wfeys had recourfc to the blefled Virgin, and I am 

C " confident 
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5' confident tj]^at I have received grace throng her 
«« ^interceflionj gratitude oUiges me to make this 
^' acknowledgment. I endeavoiM- to join in every 
«« !aftitutk)n which tends to her honour, and I have 
^' pledged myfelfj and ftudy as much as can depend 
** on me, to' extend the devotion to this dear Mo- 
^therofGod." 
A litde after, this well-meaning idolater adds-<» 
«« Thetruths, which I had moft difficulty in believii^ 
*« are thofe in which I now- find the greateft. confb^ 
•^ lation^ The myftery of the eucharift, which ap^ 
«'. peared to me fo incredible, b become an ever- 
<' flowing fource of fpiritual delight. Confeflioiii 
^< which I had confidered as an iniupportable yckci 
" feems infinitely Iwcct, by the tranquillity which it 
" produces in the foul. Oh! if Protefhmts and^ 
" unbelievers could tafte thofe fweets which atjc felt 
*« at the foot of the altar^ they would foon alter their 
<« fentiments! Oh! that I could be heard by them 
" all, I would cry out to them; Tafte and fee how 
*' fweetand good is the Lord to thofe who fervc 
*^ him in the holy focicty, which he has formed 
" himfelf, and which he vivifies by his Spirit. This 
*^ is the preva'iling wilh, this is the only defirc of my 
^' heart, to extend as much as lies in my power, the 
*^ dominion of the true faith, which is now my joy 
*^ and comfort. I ambition nothing more : for this 
" purpofe I defire to return to my own country, in 
^* hopes, notwithftanding my unworthinefs, to be 

« the 
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** the ii]dlrument oftheconverIk)n of i^y^coimtry^ 
^^ men. And fuch is my conviAion of the -truth of 
^* the Roman Catholic church, and my gratitude 
^* for the fignal grace of being called to the true 
** faith, that 1 would willingly feal it with my bloody 
** if God would grant me this favour, and I doubt 
^^ hot but he would enable me to do it. I entreat 
** all thofc who fllall perufe this narrative^ to pray 
^ witR fervour the Father of Lights, and the God 
*^. of Mercies, to blels the defigns of his unworthy 
** fervantj and to open an eafy acccls to the faith in 
*^ my country, ahd to caule it to Ihoot forth and 
*^ frudtifr in d land in which it has never yet beeh 
•*. .j^rofeflcd. Perhaps, and I dweil with pleafure 
^' oiithe cohfding thought, perhaps, i fay^ he who 
^' raijfe up, and c^s dmrn empires, as^he plcafes, 
** who- does all'fof' his 'cleft, and for the intercft of 
*^^ hfe. .6 ftilfch, has pnlyVj^rmitted ari^fbro^ 
6fj -end, the furprifiiig revolution of which we have 
*'^ .l^en.witnell^ in order to accomplish fome great 
'**^fdcfign, and much more happy rtfvolution in the 
^^ Order of grace.'" * 

Nothing Icfs j we fc^; than the converfion of all 
America'to the Roman Catholic religion can fatisfy 
the "wilh^s, and expectations of this zealous young 
man! 

C 2 The 



* * See. .an Account of the Converfion of the jlev. J(An Thayer^ 
lately ia Prdteftant Miniftcr at Bofton in North America, 



the iatt Mr. Whifton t^ai appar(fhtly not lefi 
^ious, finccre, dnd learned than any of the former; 
and it is Well known he was a vioifntoppoferpfthc 
Socinians,* arid ready fo coihpals fca and land to 
make profelytes to the lyftem of Arius. 

the prefehP venerable Dr. ?rice/ and otW 
diffenting teachers, are embarked in the fame caufc; 
and, with much warmth, and confiderable ability, 
are ftill labouring to promote the ihterefts of that 
party. 

'^ECtlCJN 



^Gvnng adTice for the ftudy ' of divinity, he (ayii, " As fer thtile 

** real errors and* heretics, which (q nm^h infeft the Chriitiaii 
*' world, I mean new and pernicious dbdrihes, which haVe neither 
** ^foundation in fcripture nor s^ndquhy, I think thi« method of ftil- 
*' dy in ^ivinitjr, if once gencraliy obtained, would go a great w«y 
'^ towards, their utter exdufion- and exdl-pation. For inftance« 
*J this method would ddboy the fllangiif dodrihJB of the Sodnia&s^ 
«' who by z taA cciierqict tv^q ^vdoXxv]^ have been fo affright^ 
** bv the mddem, abfurd, and onjufiifiable nodons about th6 dver- 
*' blefied Trinity, ths^ they are. ffone with a witneis into the oppd- 
** iite extreme^ and not onl^ deny our Lord's original divkuty* 
*' which is everywhere fo plam in icripture anid andqdt)f ; brit afn 
*^ £rm that he had no exigence till he was bom of die Ueffed Vfr^ 
'< gin , quite contrary to the entire current of the fcripture, and of 
*' ^ the moft ancient Chriitian writers.'' 

Advice. for the Study. of Divimty, p. 291. 
^The Doctor was living when this was wntten. 
^The Dodor fays, when fpeaking of th6 diviiie nature aiid gene- 
ration of our bleffed Saviour — " There is fcarcely any thing that 
'' firikes me m6re> with a conviction of die infirmity of the human 
*' underiUnding, than the zeal with which this moil gronndlefs aiid 
** abfurd notion has been received by fome of the ableft and beil 
«* men."— This is too poiitive. While he blames others, he him* 
felf is to be blamed. While he talks of the infirmity of others, he 
himfelf gives us an example of it in himfelf. The Podor fhould 
have confidered, that the underflandings of other men may be at 
TOod as his own, and equally as capable of difcorering the. .truth or 
Macy of any particular doctrine of divine reveUtion. ifil ter- 
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SECT 10 N IV. 

A ND even now,- while Hammon is pleafing 
JlJL himfelf with fowing the feeds of atheifm; 
die difciples of Voltaire with propagating deifm i 
the followers of Swedcnborg with advancing the 
New Jerufalem dilpenfation j Thayer with convert- 
ing the Americans to Popery i and Price and others 
with degrading dieir Saviour and San6tificr to the 
head of the angelic onfcrs; Dr. Pripftley^ is infifi- 

C 3 ing 



am Cjcmtidnmapy good tbiagf* 9n4 upon the whole there is an 
apiiable fpirit running through the wh^e. His reafonings, how- 
cm, gre w feyerd inftances defedtive 9nd incondufive ; and lefs 
dogpia^icabieis WQuld jiave become him wpU. The Dolor's mind 
u not of that £ze to joflify his ahfojute determinations upon fab^ 
jed3 where the greater an4 beft of men have been of a different 
iqmicm. 

I happened to be in Lond<m on Nov. 4, 1789, when the Doctor - 
preached his •* Difconrfe on the Love of our Country," and had 
the curio$ty to eo and^hear it. The Dodor delivered it with all 
&e animation ot wluch he was^ capaUe, and the great bulk of the 
congregation received it with «gual ardour. In all thofe parts of 
thfk di^urfe where he advanced any thing peculiarly fevere againft 
Hxngs, Monarchies, and Minifters, the people feemed fo pleafed 
and elated, that they were ready to dap the venerable old Uentle- 
nan. The fermon however is before the public, and they have 
fonned their opuuons upon it. It undoubte^y contains many good . 
things ; andyl confefs, the Dodor is with me, in Several reff^ds, 
a; favourite wiiber. fivt I neither approve his Arian fentiments, 
which I suii confident he has not eftat4ifiied ; nor can J fee the pro- 
priety of his theologico-politico-difcourfe. The Dodor was a welU 
meaning, miAaken man ; butfyet a man, who had thehappinefs of 
mankind mudi at heart. 

' *Hbw contrary to the above matters of fed is the addrefs of Dr, 
Pricftley to the mkibitants Of BirminghaYn? " You ^e told," 
fays he '^ that there are iriany deep ihyfteries in religion, and there- 
•* fore tha;t your dergy muil Biach yOii \s4iat to think, or rather 
•* what to fay about them. Bttt'bi'f«rfu4ded'*to thifak better of 
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ing upon i: widi full as much confidence as any of 
the fonncr, that all the Chriftian world is now 
wrong, and hath been wrong, almoll ever fincc the 

death 

-' ycof felTes and of yoizr ovn aadedbiidings. Thefe things are 
" not in realit}' of (b diiEciilt a catore as many things in four com- 
" mon trade, and baficefirs. The moft important aocfiioiis rdm- 
" ting to religion are tr.e plaineft things in die world, and req[aiic 
** nothing but a common uoder^aikilng, hocc^y applied, to com- 
«• prehend them." Part 3. p. 22. 

If the deep tlun^s of rehgion are k very eafy to be coapce- 
heeded, ^^hecce all this dtierecce of ofnnion amocg men, who axe 
narorally the befl qualified to jcdge ? The Dodor's afiertions are 
in dired oppoiition to matter of nA and experience. Do not the 
A nans oppofe the Trinitarians, the Trinitarians the Ariant, and the 
Sodnians both ? And have not each of the fchemes men of vtrj 
conilderable learning and abititie« to defend ihem ? Dr. Prieflky 
feems here to forget, that the moral ooaKties are, at leaf^, of u 
great confeqoence as thenamralinthediicartryofreHgioiu trndu 
A man may be a ^reat mariuTnatician, logician, metaph>-fician, me* 
chanic, hydrofiaution, pneamatician, dedridan, or even what is 
ufuaily called a philofopher, and yet be a firanger to moft of thofe 
difpo£tion£ which are ^entially neccflary to the <£(covery of rdi- 
gious troth. An humble mind, fincerity of ibnl, pious inr!inatipns» 
aa earnttil wiih and endeavour to know and do the %vhole will of 
God fo far as we know it, a prayerfal fpirit, divine illominationy 
theie acd fuch as thefe are the qualifications which are oeceflary to 
conflitute any man a true Chriftian. And let a man's natural abi- 
lities and human attainments be what they may : if he is a walking 
library ; if his head contains the principles of all arts and fciences^ 
human and divine, yet if he is destitute of the above moral and re- 
ligious qualifications he wlu never arrive at the knowledge of (aving 
uuth. JFor if St. Paul's opinion may have any weight, and this be 
not one of thofe places where he xeafons incoadufively, Tbe naturml 
man recefvtth noi the things cfthe Spirit of God', for thrf anfi^lijb'^ 
ne/s iMf/0 him ; oeithtr can bt know ihem, htcauft tbej mrtJfirituaUy 
difcemedy i Cor. 2. 14.— Sec alfoMat. 11. 25, and Jas. 1. 5.-7 
Great abilities and great attainments are uTually a great (nare. 
Knowledge pufFeth up,. charity edifieth. The mtek 'will Godguid^ 



iujudgemunt-, and the tneek ^illbi'Uam bis *wmj, Ps. 25. 9. 
^ Upon another occaiion, when it fnits his puipofe. Dr. PrielUey 

r «* hiehiy figurative, and pc 
Fammar Illttftration, p. 5. 



ipeaks cf paflages of fcriptare being ** lughfy £gurative, and pe- 
♦^ cujiar!y difficult to nnderibnd.** T ' 
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death of our bleffcd Saviour;* that moft of the Fa- 
thers, Martyrs and Confeffors lived and died grofs 
idolaters; diat religion never had been undcrftood 
iill Sbcinus arofe in the fixteenth century; nay, that 
Socinus himfelf, in contending for the adoration of 
Jefus Chrift, was capitally miftaken; and that the 
world, for the laft feventeen hundred years, never 
Aath had proper views of religious truth, till now 
that it has been enlighteaed by himfclf and fellow- 
labourers in the good work. Thus, refpe6Ung the 
|)crfon of our Saviour, one cries, Lo! this is the 
ijaturc of Chrift, and you muft believe as I 
do: Another, This is the nature of Chrift, and 
you muft believe as I do: -Ajid a third, Y'ou are all 
^gregioufly miftaken, for this is the nature of Chrift, 
• wd the whole world will be of my opinion in a little 
time,^ One aflurcs ys with mighty zeal, that Chrift 
C 4 was 

•f' It IS an eafy matter for men of wit and fancy to find fault 
^' with any thing! but it requires thought and judgment to fettle 
** things upon their true bottom. Let thofe who are difpleafed 
*^ with the received dodrine> fhew us a better^' and form any other 
^^ conMent fcheme (conMent with fcripture and with itfelf) if 
** they can. Wife and good men will be always willing to reform, 
»** if thiere be caufe for it ; but they will not be rorward to pull down 
** what appears to be founded upon a rock, in <)rder only to build 
'* /upon the fand. The Triniurians have fome fatisfadhon in obr 
*^ lerving, how long certain great wi^ have been employed i^ 
«* new-modelling Clmftianity, and have not yet been able to agree 
'* in any one certain fcheme.'* 

An Author quoted by biAiop Hprne in his Sermon on con^ 
tending for the Faith. 

7S« Dr. Pricftley's Importance of Free Inquiry, paffim, • 
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of the angelic orderi another iii&rms vs withcqu4 
confidence, that Chrift is both Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghoft; and a t;hir4 w^lj needs perfuadc us, 
with a pofitivenels not in the leaft inferior to cither 
of the fomncr, that " Chrift is a mere man like our- 
«' felvesj'.the fon of Jofcph and Mary j* capaWc 
^« of mifepplying the fcriptures of the Old Tefta- 
f* mentj' naturally fallible, peccable, weak like 
*' other men; liable to fin, as well as fubjeft tp 
.f« error/'* • 

Upon Dr. Prieftley's hypbthcfis, that Chrift is no 
more than a. mere man, I am free to acknowledge the 
. truth of almoft every thing he advances in his ob- 
jfervations on the inlpiration of Chrift, The eflay 
is well written, and very plaufible j " but aU is ia^ 
" and hollow." TheDodtor is an ingenious man, 
and can ^^ make the worfe appear the better reafon:*' 
but I deny each of the above pofitions.with all the 
carneftnefs of which I am capable of ipe^jng. 
I deny abfolutely, that Chrift was ^n^a man-r-that 
he was the natural fon of Jofeph and Mary-^-that 
he was capable of mifapplying :the Jfcriptures of the 
Pld T^ftament— that he was naturally fallible, pec- 
cable, 

fScc Dr. Pricffley*5 Letters to Dr. Pric^, pj^ffinl. 

Plbid. pages 152 ^nd 17^. 

!ilbid. page .14*, <fec. 

*Sec Theolowcal Rqwfitory, vol. 4. p. 435 — 461.— 'Se^ ahb 
Letters to Mr. Burn, p, 2. where Dr. Prieftley acknowledges him- 
felf the anthor of thoTe papers in the Rcpofuo>ry> which ^npmkof 
Cbiifl in this degradine: manner. 



w. 
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jCflBe/ weak, Uke other men— that he was liable to 
fin, as weU as fobjed to error, — ^Every oneofthefc 
f>ofitions I deny, and muft % with Dr. Price, 
Dr. PridUef -s particular, friend ; *^ it appears t© 
*«* me, that the dofifcrinc of Chiift's fimple humanity, 
5F when viewed in connexion with the fcripture ac- 
^ count of his exaltation, implies an inconfiftency, 
*»* and improbability, which faHs little flioit of an 
5^ impoflibility j and, confequently, that this doc- 
^* trine not only renders the fcriptures unintellipbU, 
.« but Chriftianity itk\tmcredibler^ 

Without entering, however, into a difcuffion of 
thefe feveral particulars at large, I will only refer the 
Reader at prefent, to a few of the many fcriptures, 
vrfiich feem to me to dilprovcand fubvert lus whole 
fyftcm. The Doftor, no doubt, thinks otherwife* 
I will therefore produce them, and appeal to dl can- 
did men, for a fair andjuftinterpretaition. 

The firft paffages .of holy^ fcripture, to which I 
would call the attention of the ferioys Reader, arc 
thofe where Chrift is called God: Ps. 45. 6, com- 
pared with Heb, I. 8. — Ps. 68. 18, compared with 
Ep. 4. 8.— Ps. 102. 24, 25, 26, !17, compared 
with Heb. i. lo, 11, 12.-— Ifaiah 9^, 6.— rMat. i. 
23. — ^John I. I, 14. — ^John 10.33.— John f^^- ^8. 
-—Ads 20. 28. — ^Rom. 9. 5.' — Gal. i. i, 12. — 
Col. 2. 9. — »i Tim. 3. i6*— Tit. 2. 13. — 1 John 

5. 20. 

Secondly, 

^Sermons en &e Chnftiaii'Dodrine* p. 146. 
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Sfecondly, Thofc where he, is called the Son of 
God, and his only-begotten Son, one and equal y^di 
his Fathers the moft remarkable of which are thefc ; 
Ps. 2. 12. — Mat. II. 27. — Ibid. 14. 23- — ^Ibid. 
16. 26. — Ibid 26. 6j, 64. — Mark 14. 61, 62.— 
Luke 10. 22. — Ibid. 22.70, 71. — ^John i. 14, 18, 
49. — Ibid 3. 16. — ^Ibid. 5. 18. — A&s 8. 37. — 
Ibid. 9. 20. — ^Rom. i. 3, 4. — Ibid. 5. 10.— Ibid. 
8. 3, 32. — I Cor. !• 9. — 2 Cor. i. 19. — ^Heb. i. 
2, 5. — ^Ibid 3. 6. — ^Ibid. 4. 14. — ^Ibid. 5. 8.-— 
I John 2. 22, 23, 24. — Ibid. 4. 9, 10, 15. 

Thirdly, Thofc where he is called Lord, and 
the fupreipe Lord ; the chief of which are thefe :— - 
Luke I. 16, 43. — Ibid. 2. 11. — A&s 10. ^6 — i 
Cor. 5. 4, 5, — ^Ibid. 8. 6. — Ibid. 12. 3. — Ibid. 15, 
47. — I Tim. 6. 15. — Rev. 19. 16. 

Fourthly, Thofc where he is laid to be worftiip- 
pcd and prayed to: — ^Mat. 2. 1 1. — ^Ibid. 14. 22*^-^ 
Ibid. 28. 9. — Ibid. 28. 19 — ^John 5. 23. — Ibid. 9. 
38. — ^A6J:s7. 59. — 2 Cor. 13. 14. — i Thcf 3. 11. 
— 2 Thef. 2. 16, 17. — Heb. i. 6.^— Rev. i. 6.— » 
Ibid. 5. 8, 13. . 

• Fifthly, We find the incommunicable attributes 
of God afcribed to him, namely, creation, eternity, 
omnipotence, almighty power, that of forgiving fms, 
of dilpenfing all fpiritual graces, of fcndmg the 
Holy Ghoft:-^John i. 3, 10. — i Cor. 8. 6. — Coh 
I. 16, 17. — 

John I. I, 2, 15, 30. — Ibid. 6. 62. — Ibid. 8. 58. 

r-Ibid. xy, ^,^— CoL i, 15. — Rev. i. 17;-^ 

• ^ Mat. 
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^ 

Mat. 18. 20. — ^Ibidl 28. 20. — ^John i. 48, 49^ 
— ^Ibid. 2. 24, 25. — ^Ibid. 3. 13. — ^Ibid. 16. 30*— » 
Ibid, 21. 17. — Rev. 2. 23.— 

John 5. 21.— Ads 9. 34. — ^Phil. 3. 21.— 
Hebj. I. 3. 

Mat. 9. 2 — 6. — Mark2. 5— 12, — Luke 5. 18 
-^26. — Ibid. 7. 48. — Col 3. 13.--^ 

Rom. I. 7. — Gal. i. 3. — Ibid. 6. 18. — ^Ep. 
I. 2. — Ibid. 6. 23. — ^PhiLi. 19.— i Thef. i. i.— 
I Tim. I. 12. — 2 Tim. i. 2.-r-2 John 3, 

John 16. 7. 

Laftly, He is faid to haye been a facrifice and a 
ranfom for our fins, and to have made a propitiati- 
on and reconciliation for usj all which could |ip 
more have been done by the blood of a mere man, 
than by the blood of buUs and goats : — Is. 53. 4, ^, 
6. — ^Mat. 20. 28. — Ibid. 26. 28. — Mark ip. 45. — 
-Rom. 3. 24/ 25. — ^Ibid. 4. 25. — Ibid. 5. 10. — 
I Cor. I. 30. — Ibid. 5. 7. — Ibid. 15. 3. — 2 Cor. 
5. 18, 1*9, 2i.-r-Gal. 1. 4. — ^Ibid. 2. 20. — ^Ep. i. 7. 
—Ibid. 5. 2.— Col. I. 14.— I Thef. i. 10.— Ibid. 5. 
9, 10. — Heb. 9. 28'.-T^i Pet. %. 24. — i John 3. 16. 
= — Ibttd. 4, 10, J4. — ^Rev. i. 5, 6.:-r-Ibid. 5. 9, la 
— Ibid. 7. 14. ' 

Befides the above paflages of holy fcripture there 
^re many others from which the" divinity of our 
bleffcd Saviour may be rightly inferred; but thefc 
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feem to mc Hiorc ^an liifficieiit to coiwiiiot any 
mzDj who has a due regard to the £uTed wiitiogs.^ 

After Ipcaking thus difrcfpedfully, or rather thus 
degradingly and blaifJiemoufly, of the Son of God 
and Saviour of men^ we (hall not wonder to hear the 
gentkman lay, that " he thinks himfelf at liberty to 
" conlider the hiftory which Moles has given us of 
" the creation and fell of man, as the beft he could 
^ colled from tradition, and that in his opinion al- 
*' fo there are many marks of its being a very lame 
^ account; and far from folving the difficulty, which 

it 



^' Itls the conftant tenor of fcr^tnre, that atoaement fur the 
'* fins of ^e worid was made py our great Hieh-prieft npoa 
" the crois ; that his death was oar redemption, and his blood the 
•' pice paid for us." 

^iihop Sherkxrk's Dtfconries at die Temple church, p. 212* 

Dr, Watts alfo declares — '< To me it is evident as the fon-beams* 
'* that while the New Teftament reftores natoiral religion to as in 
*' the brighteft and ^ireft fight, and lays the ftrongeft o^ligatkms 
*' on OS to perform all the duties of it ; yet it ftill foppofes & inn- 
** poffibility of oar falvation thereby, through oar own incapacity 
" ta perform theie duties perfedly ; and therefore it fets forth to 
'* our viei¥ the bleifed facnfice of the Son of God, which is the 
" only true and proper atonement for our fins." 

Redeemer and Sandifier, p. 27. 

^' The redemption of mankind by the death of Chri^, and the 
^ (acrificeof himfelf upon the crofs, together with its confequent 
'< dodrine of juiHfication by ^th alone, were the great gofpel 
** principles on which Protefbmtifm was founded, on the firft ge- 
" neral ieparation from the church of Rome. — The dodrine of re- 
''/deinptbn, is the primum mobile of the gofpd-fyftem. To this 
'' the church muft fieadily adhere, let the ftorm againft it beat from 
'• What^quarter it may. It is the firft duty of the minifters of re- 
** Ugion to fecure this great foundation." BiAiop Warburton's 
•' JDodrine of Grace, p. 230, 237, 
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^ it feetfts intended to anfw^r, hhirttly, the intro- 
'^ duftion of diSth aftd calamity iirto^the 'world.'*' 
' Again:— "It hg^efalfy thought tfedtiVire are at 
*^ fibertjr to fuppbfe, that by dajrs ih' tfefe Molaicd 
** aecouht of the creation, long periods of an iiide- 
« finke length were intended" ^ 
- h it generally thought fo? I belieVe not. The 
gtieat btilk of mankind, I apprehend, underfiahd tte 
hiftory of the creation juft as it is, Without any 
quibble, crafioiij or refinement. If "the Dodcfr 
means only, that the great bulk of the katiicd uri- 
derftand it as he fiippofes: In tljis fuppofition alfo 
I rather think he is milJaken* The orthodox of 
every denomination are of a different opinion. And 
flicy are, probably, a much greaternmhber than 
fliofe 1^0 differ frdtn' diem. Whit tiie DoStot 
fays then is-not tru^, that? it is generally thought the days 
meritiohed in the feiftbry of the creation were not 

natural' dkjrs. 

Again :-^ 

^Miick more honourable and becoming is the Qpinion of the pir 
0U8 and cxoellcnt Mr. Matthgv Henry. '* Some think," iays he, 
«* the book of Genefis was written by Mofes when he was in Midi- 
•» an, for the inftrudtion and comfort of his fuftcring brethren in 
*• Egypt. I rather think he wrote it in the wildemeG, aftcr.he 
** 1^^ Jbei^n in the mouht with God, where probably he received 
•* ffiiy''iSaA bardcular inliirU£lions for the writing of it. And as he 
*' framed QIC tabernacle, fo he did the more excellent and durable 
•• fabric of this book, exadUy according to die pattern fhewcd Kim 
•* ih'tiie mount ; into which it is better to refolve the ofettainty of 
^ thetloMfs herein contained, than into any tradition which ppffi- 
'' iily.might be handed down from Adam to Methtdelah, from hiih 
'• to Shem, from him to Abraham, and fo to the family of JacOb;'*^ 
^ Theolog. Repos. yd. 4- p- 29* 



..r ^.i.. 



'Introdu^on to the book of Genefis. 
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Again t'i—*^ There are few perfons indeed, who 
'^ are willing to admit that the account (of the ere- 
" ation by Mofes) is literally true.'* The Doctor 
tbcn adds as a reafon for this aflertion:— j" Becaufe^ 
f« judging from the analogy of the divine dilpcnfa- 
*' tions, they think, that fo much oi interpofition^ 
^f and deviation from regular laws, was not neceflary ; 
*^ and they cannot help thinking it improbable^ con- 
*^ fidering the flownefs with which the courfe of na- 
^^turc proceeds, that the conftitution of things" 
" (hould have advanced fo very rapidly at its firfl: 
^^ cflablifhment."^ Here again, I apprehend, the 
Poftor is guilty of an erroneous, affcrtion, fincc 
there is no. reafon to doubt but that the great bulk 
of Chriftiam believe the creation to have taken place 
e;ca<5Hy as if is defcribed by Mofes.* There may. 
be a few fceptics, and a few unbelievers to be found 
amon^ fpeculative men, but the large body of feri- 
ous and fober Chriftuins are now, and have been In 
every age, firm believers in the cofmogony of 
Mofes. 

The 

^Theolog. Repos. vol. 4. p. 29. 
•" Moft of the Commentators of the Old Tcfbiment, except m- 
•' fidels, and freethinkers, believed cvenr particular of the firft 
'* chapter of Gcnefis to be true in itfelt; though perhaps they 
** might not take it right." — 

•* As to the holy Fathers, and other orthodox expofitors of ho- 
«* ly writ, thefe beKeving the whole text to be divinely infjured, a$ 
*' undoubtedly it isy might very fafely and juftly fearch after differ- ' 
*' ent meanings of[the text.*' 

Berington*s Differt^tions on the Mofaical Creation, p. 60, 66. 
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The reafon the Doftor gives^ for not believing it, 
is truly curious i andi as it feems to me, utterly un- 
worthy of a man who has gained a juJJ: reputation in 
philofophic^ purfuits; He fays, there was "too 
*^. much gf interpofition and deviation from regular 
laws/* Other men, howev£r, will probably think, 
that as the world was inciapable of forming itfeli^ 
or.eyen pf contributjlng to it in the fmalleft degree^ 
.the whole was interpofition. . \r •■■_ , ♦ 

As toits being a deviation from regular laws, this 
couldnot.be. •There were no regular laws, but 
thofe of creation. The courie of nature was not 
eftablilhed. It could not therefore be a deviation. 
The whojp procef^ ^. doubt, .was agreeable to its 
own proper laws. .. But as creation is an unique, and . 
the ^neral laws of it' are defcribed np where, with 
proper authority,, but by Mofes, and in a manner 
whi/ch hath pften jt>een; c^^viljed with, byt nev^rre- 
. futed, it feems unphilofophical, as well as untheolo- 
gical,.to call it a dcviatip;^ from regular laws. 

• ' But 

*» The volumes of ift'tierpreters, and comirtentators on the Old 
*' and New Teftament, are but too manifeft procft of this, y/^o* 
** every thing /aid in the text he infallibly true, yet the Reader may 
•• be, nay, cannot chufe but be very fallible in the underfland- 
*<ingofit." 

Locke's EiTay, b. 3. c. 9. s. 23. 
- Still fdler the author afthelUuflration of the Holy Scriptures :— 
** As for the creadon of the world, though queftionlefs it was j-e*- 
** vealed to Adam, and fo pafled over to his pofterity, by teachings 
«' ' atid traditions from father to ion, yet without doubt Mofes had 
''/thereof, a newj fulL and moft certain. knowledge by divine revc- 
*f. lation, and htfidliblhnfpiration of the Holy Ghoft/' The Ar- 
Somentk ...^ .. ' r. '•,•■. 
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But whatcvt^ Dr. Pricftlcy viaj lay to Af omtnuy^ 
and howfocvcr he may depreciate the cofmogony oif 
this great man, whom Ke has the afiurance to repre- 
ient as contradifting himfelfi • he cannot convict the 
famous epochs of die creation^ of the flood, and 6f 
divifion of languages, of £diebood; feeing they a-- 
gree wth tr^Vf thing that b certain and likdy in aH 
odier hiftories. Hence it b evident, that Mofes^ 
memoirs were of divine original, and that he was 
dire£ted by the Spirit oCdie Grcaior, to be aHe to 
determine h precifcly die time of the creaiSoh. ' - 

Indeed; upon the whole, the Doftor's oblervati- 
ons on the inlpiration of Mofes are very weak^ 
trifling, and unworthy of a man of his reputation in 
the philofophical world. If they were jufl:, yetthcy 
are triflmg, and would be of no benefit to mardcind 
But, as they arc far oriierwife, they are only calcula- 
ted to miflead and unfetde the minds of the foperfi- 
cial and unwary. They are old dciftical otgeftions 
modernized arid new vamped, which can have little 
or no weight with religious charafters. Men of fo- 
ber minds, cool heads, and folid attainmentsi^ eafily 
fee through them* 

let' 

•'' Lame as I think I have fiicwn the oofinomny of Mbfes to 
*• be, and contra^aed by feds recorded by hiflRdelf.'' Theolog. 
Repof. vol. 4* p- 37« 

* ** If there had been any diing repngnant to oommon reaibn in 
** the hiftory of the creadon, the nil of mxc^ the iimverTa} ddpge^ 
** the propagation of die world by the fons -of Noah> the hiftvry 
** of tM Patriarch!, had not, Mofes rational faculties as well ai wq / 



religious Ofiniotis. 49 

Let the pious Reader, who has a true concern for 
the honour of Moles* and holy fcriptbre conliilt jthc 
following paflages of the bible. They are plaiff, 

D full 

*' Nay,'liad he them not 6r better improved than any of ours arq.?** 
fiiihop Stillin^fleet's Origines Sacrs> book 2. chap. 2. 
If the Reader wiihes to fee the account of the creation fully vin- 
dicated againft the fotile obje6Hons of Dr. PndUey« and other ca- 
villers, let him confult this very learned and able work.-i-He will 
£nd much entertainment and fatisfadtion alfo on the' fame fubjedl 
iQ.I>e]ata'8 Revelation Examined with Candour. — Berington's Dif^ 
fertations on the Mofaical Creation may be read with advantage. 
— Stackhoufe's Ififtory of the Bible, on the firft chapter of Gen^, 
will afford fome light. — For the univerfality of the deluge, among 
other authors, fee Bilhop Watfon's Difcoorie to the Clergy of the 
Archdeaconry of Ely, from whence it appears, thit the tradition of 
an univerfal deluge is common in mofl of the Eadern countries. 
In the fame Difcourfe this learned and liberal minded Prelate ob- 
ferves, that/' Philo(bphers have fome difficulty in reconciling na- 
" tural appearances with the Mofaic relation of the creation and 
*« the defuge, but the hiftory of the huniati ra(!e in every p^ of 
** thef globe confirms them both,'* Page. 222. . , 

*"' It cannot be be denied, that Sir Ifaac Newton had read and 
<^, thought much upon the fubjedl, and that the refult of hi^ inquiry 
•' wa», a perfedl contempt of all the rivals of Mofes. And the fame 
*' may be faid of Locke, Boyle, Bacon, and other famous Laymen.'* 

See Bifhop Berkley's Minute Philofopher, vol*. 2. p. 87. 
• ** Mofes, the moft ancient,*is the moft perfeft of hillorians.'^' 

'Aplhbrp's Letters on the Prevalence of Chriftianity/ p. 24. 
Solomon lived four or five hundred years after Mofes. In the thir- 
deth chapter of his book of Proverbs we have Agur's confeffion of 
faith refpedting the facred writings then in beinc— ^£«i;frj^ ^ord of 
God^ fays he, is pure. The five books of Mofes were certainly 
wiltten at that time, and were confidered as the Jdahdard of the 
JewUb faith, ^yhen therefore Agur fays, that en^^erj nvordofGod 
is pure, it feems probable he meant, that every part of the writings 
of the Jewifti lawgiver was free from the lealt alloy of error and 
depravity., 

St. Peter, when the Jewi{h canan was complete, "has a declarati- 
on of the (ame import with this of Agiir : jIs ndixi born babes, fays 
he", defire the.Jincere milk of the luord : the fincere, unadulterated, 
and pure word, without any niixture of error, or any tindore of 
ftlfehood and folly. — Jlow different is this account of Agur and 
Peter to that which Dr. Pricilley would palm upon the world? 
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* 

fell and farisfeftory, for the in^iration of the Old 
Tcftamcnt, at leaft, and particularly for the infpira- 
ifion of the five books of Mofcs. Nor does there 
appear the fmalkft intimation of any part of it not 
bemg authentic, or of inferior authority. If they 
mean any thing lefs than general infpiration and in- 
fallibility, all human language is delufive, and the. 
bible calculated only to miflead and deceive;— t> 
Exod. 17. 14. — Ibid. 24. 4. — Ibid. 34. 27. — Num-. 
bcrs 32. 2.— ^Deut. 17. i8, 19. — ^Ibid. 31. 9 — 13. 
—Ibid. 31. 24 — 26.— Jof. I. 7, 8. — Ibid. 8. ;^o 
•—35.— I Kings 2. 3. — 2 Kings 21. 8,— 2Chron. 
23. |8. — ^Ibid, 2Z^ 8. — Ps. 19. 7 — 11.— Ibid. 
li^9 throughout. — ^Ez. 11. 5.— Mai. 4. 4.— 
Mat. 4. 4, 7, 10. — ^Ibid. 5, 17, 18.— Ibid. 21.' 
42. — Ibid. 22. 29, 31, 43.— Ibid. 24. 15.— Ibid. 

26. 54, 56. — Mark 12. 24, 26. — ^Lukc 1, 67, 
69, 70. — Ibid. 10. 26, 27.— Ibid. 16. 31.— 
Ibid. 24. 25, 27, 44. — ^Johtt I. 17, 45.-^Ibid. 
5. 39, 46, 47. — Ibid. JO. 35. — ^Adls i. 16. — 
Ibid. 2. 16, 25 — ^35. — Ibid. 3. 22, 24. — Ibid. 4. 
25. — Ibid. 7. I, 38. — Ibid. 15. 21.-— Ibid. 17. 
II. — Ibid. 18, 24, 28.— Ibid. 24. 14. — ^Ibid. 28. 
25.—Rom. 2. 16. — Ibid, 3. 2. 10. — Ibid. 9. 25, 

27, 29. — Ibid. 10. 5. II, 16. — Ibid. 15. Jlpi — . 
Ibid: 16. 26. — I Cor. 2. 7. — Ibid. 10. 11, — 13. 

—Ibid. 14. 37. — 2 Cor. 3. 15.— ^rlbid. 4. 13.— 
Ibid. 6. 16, 17.— Gal. 3. 8. — ^Ep. 3. 3, 5.— 
Col. 3. 16. — I Thef. 2. 13. — Ibid, 4. 15. — x 
Tim. 5. i8.— fi Tim. 3. 15, 16.-— Heb. i. i, 

5™U^ 
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5*--<J>-^-Ibi4^ 3. 7.---lbid. $; la:-— Jas. 2. 8. 
— Ibid. 4^-5, 6*— 1 Pet. I. 10, 12. — Ibid. 4.: 

ii.*--2'Pct. 1, i9---^ai;«— ?i John 4. 6.-*- 

If 

Notvrithftanding the above degrading ]dea which 
theleamcdgendeman Wdiild give us of the writings of 
Mofes, yet he profeffes to " belicrve ih the perpetu- 
*^ al obligation.of a]! the laws which Mofes pre- 
* " fcribed to the jewV; ^d that circiimcificn, and 
*^ . other cuftoms derived S^m thck anc^ftofs, were 
*« intended ;td diftinguilh -them from.aH other m- 
**• doiisyvas'thc peculiar: gebple.ofXjrodtQ the end- 
*^'ofthc:world/^*\v; • - .:-- r: :^-i.:: . :. .. 

Nay, he has lately difcovered, that*'' Jeftis the * 
<* Ion of Jofeph" and M&fy>y was:'only^a ; fuffering 
« McfBah, but that artodier MefEah, wiU certainly . 
<*. '(»Aic, rsdio fhall beirthPipnnqe. : gf ^hq -. tio^le of 
'': B»xi4 .. undpr^whopir d>e,. Je,w^ Wjp .e.njoy die 
<«;:greac pj»fpenty;,th^.ti$,p;-omifed.tQj^^ 
<', -latter. days/'* r^r^:^ •: '-'!-^^' ' 

Thc&rae fentiment is. iffcpeated in another part 
of the Dodor's writings:-—" I haye ilO doubty * 
lays he, " but that a diftinguifhed ftate of happinefs 
".and glory is referved for them^ and that it will 
•• ■ Di :".,:!,"! /'continue 

♦Letters toAoJews, p. 5 and 54. 

;.^Ibid. p. 39 and 40.— *James Edvard Hamilton, Efq. has lately- 
publUhcdW'VStnoiires up<m Pjiird ChrilHanity." He pro-, 
feflesldmielfan Eblomte; rejedb the whole of the New Tefta- 
ment, except the gofpel by St. Mark ;-and confiders the laws of 
Mofes and the charadler of J/fus mu^h in the fame light as Dr. 
Prieftlf,y does in the above twcpaffages. r 



51 StriSur^ sh'-'-'J- 

'* continue withoutintcrniption to the end of time."* 
It may be obferved. upoa.tbis. 7^w^ declaration, 
that it fomedmes happens^ ^here due Do^t Qught 
to doubt, he has no doubt ^ ja|]^ and where hcought 
to be pofitiire and determined, he abounds in 
doubts and negadons. 

S E C T I 6 N v. 

AGAIN: — ^'AU the plalms, without excepricn, 
" appear to me to be fuch poetical compofi- 
*' tions, as intelligent and pious.«en may :well be 
" foppofed to have made, without ^any Jupertidtunil 
'* a^JloHcey* .... ... . ... 

This is anodier bold and hafty aflertion, direftly 
contrary to the moft clear Mdpofitivcicvidcncf; >a 
well as a variety df internal charaftcrs of in^iraftloh. 

Dr. Prieftley feems to rtfl: th4 faft bf an atithor's 
infpiration pretty much }ip6tt)i\i declarmglim&]£ 
inlpired.* If this be a juft criterion of judgihg/ then 
the writings of David will all come under thcide- 
fcription of inlpired. For he declared, in theonoft^ 

general 

^Theolog. Repos. vol. 4. p. 120.-— In oppofidon to all that 
JDr. PrieiUey and the modern Jews tell as aboat another Mefliah to 
come, who is to be triumphant and vidorious. Dean Prideaux, that 
found (cholar and judidous critic fays :— '' All that they tell us of 
*' their twofold Mefliah, is a mere iifUon framed without as 
** much as a pretence to any foundation in fcripture for it ; a vile 
'^ and moft pitiful fetch> invented only to evade what they tannot 
** anfwer ; aiid their being forced to have fecourfe to fuch a 
'' wretched fhift, is a plain giving up of the caufe they mftke ufc 
** ofitior." Connection, part a/b. 8. p. 582. 

iTheolog. Repos. vol. 4. p, 93«-— ^Ibid, p. 97 and 98. 
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-ge^eftit and iftftjudificd termsj a fitde before his. 
diflolution', ■ Ait V*^ Aj/^^Vfr </ /i&^ Lord Jpake iy 
bhn^^ (tiid bis -Wi^d^iifas in Bs tongue.^ ' 

Befides tJu& general declaration of the fweet Pfal- 
mift of Ifftiel cc»i€eming his own in(piration, two of 
the moft celebrated of: the Ndw Teftament writers 
have exprelsly declared, when j^eaking of the di- 
vine oracles; that all Jcripture is given by in/pirationof 
God? and that holy men of God /pake as they- were mo- 
ved by the Holy GhoftJ" Thefe two paflages apply 
to every page of thofe Writings, which, in the time 
of our Saviour, came under the defcription of the 
Law ofMoJeSy and the Prophets , and the Pf alms. ^ 

I>3 Moreover> 

fi Sam. 23. 2. — ^Bp, Patrick obferves upon this vcFfe, that 
«' David womd not have thofe hymns, nor what he (pake now, 
^ look^ upoa as human. ¥;p|ppofitipn$ ; but as proceeding from a 
^' <Uvine influence, conferred upon him by the Holy Ghoft." 

•Bilhop Chandler obfetVesupbhtKelaft words of David: "1. 
'* ThatDavid was a prophet,- vA fpike his pfalms by die Spirit 
«' of God. 

•' Z', Tliat he i^ke in his pfalms concerning the Mefliah, under 
** his own perfon.-^Virhen he fings,of his fufienngs,- his enemies, 
** his fupcefs, his exaltation, and the like, he meant thefe things 
'» not fo mudtbf himfelf; as of the Meflias.'* Defence of Chrifti- 

anity^.p. 237. 

^2 Tim. 3. 15. — "2 Pet. 1. 21. 

»Luke.24. ^rrr^JB^ioT the. penmen of the Old Teftament," 
fays Tillotfon, *' we are aflured that they were all infpired, by one 
«* in the New TeftamentV that was iriquelHonably fo ; St. Paul, 
** who tells" Vit,-Xh9'%'' 4B Jczifturfi is given bj ditnni injpiratiw, 
" meaning the books of the Ohi Teihment which were called by 
** that name by way of ejunencyr*^ Scrman 222. 

See alfo an excellent fermon on 2 Tim. 3. i6r in the 8th vol. of 
Clarke, where he treats the infpiration of the Old Teltament as a 
thing not to be queflioned. 

Socinits too, in his TiooB entMedi-** An Argument for the Autho-^ 
^^ rity 9^t)ie Holy Scriptures/' infifts Iarg«i}^on the truth of the 
writingsof the 01dTe&ament«iia9inthe attei^tipns of our Saviour 
a|i4 b^ ApoiUes in the New.— See that valuable workj pafiitxi^ 
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Moreover j howfoevcr it may be irith the book 
of pialms in general, it is certain^ tha^ the iecond, 
fixty-ninth, ninety-fifth, . hundred and xundi,.and 
hundred^nd tenth, are all exprefely £ud^ in the New 
Teftamcijt, to have been written by the direftion 
and afliftance of God and his Holy Spirit. 
^Thus, when the-Apoftles were pcrfecuted by the 
rulers of the Jews, they applied the two firft vcrfes 
ofthe fecondpfalm to their* own fituarion at that 
. time, and lay, not that it was David who was the 
original and proper author of die compofition^ but 
that it was God who (pake by die mouth of David: 
— Jnd when ibey (the Apot(Ues) beard that, tbey^. 
lifted up their voice to God with one accord^ andjaidy 
Lordy thou art Gody who bafi made heaven, and earth, 
and thefiq, and all that in them is : who by the moutk 
of thy fervant David l^aft faidy Why did the Heathen 
rage, and the people imagine vein things t^^-And tht^ 
were allfilled with the Holy Ghoft} 

Here it will be obfcrved, that the Whok company 
of the difciples apply thefe words of the iecond 
pfaJm to their own fituation — they declare them to 
be, not the words of D^vjd, but of God — they were, 
at the time of making, this application, under the 
influence ofthe Holy Qhoft— it follows, therefore, 
that David was dircftcd and aflafted by God, when 
he comppfed this prophetical plalfn^"in t fiipcmatu- 
pi manncn* '■ ' ' St. 

f This fecond pTalm we ChriflitBs interpret to be ? prophecy of 
Y the Mefliah, ami hold it to be all fUbSUed in our SaTioor, and the 
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St. Peter, quoting two paflages from the pfalms^ 
the former fix)m the 69th. and the. latter from the 
xogth. exprcfsly tclk us, that the Holy Ghoft fpake 
them by tlje mouth of David.* 

The 95th. pfalm lays, f^T^ daj if.jt will bear bis 
voice, harden net your hearty as in the provocation, and 
as in the day of temptation in the mldemejs. This 
paffagc is quoted by St. Paul in his epiftle to the 
Hebrews and is declared to have been written by* the 
Holy Q\io9i>"-Whereforey as the Holy Ghojl Jaitb, 
To day if ye will bear his voice, harden not your 
hearts.^ 

The iioth. pfalm, our Saviour tells us, was 

written by the^flSftance. of the Spirit. What think 

ye of Chrljft? laid he to the Pharifees : tf^ofefon is 

^ he? They fay unto him. The Son of David. He 

faith unto them, How then doth David in Spirit 

• call 

^* erection of his kingdom, againft all opposition, which it met ^th 
** from Tews> Headiois, and the Princes, and Ritters of the earth. 
^' And K) the holy ApofUes underftood it of old, Afts 4. 2S'^^7' 
*^ and chap. 13. 33. Heb. i. 5. In oppofition hereto, the Jews 
'* apply it wholly and folely to David hunfelf, and will allow it no 
^* o|her meaning either literal or tyfncal, but what is terminated in 
** his perfon. Bat the Targum is on our fide, for it interprets this 
'' pfalin to be a prophecy of the Mc^ah, as all Chriilans oo/* 
Pridealbx's Conne^on, p. 2. b. 8. p. 595* 
Dr. Pneftley, however, though called a Chriftian^ interprets 
it wholly of David, and wul not allow it to have the 
fmalleft reference tO'Our blefled Saviour in the manner the mo* 
dem Jews now do, and in oppofitioa both to the ancient Jews, 
the ApofUe^ of Cluift, and the wholes Chriitian world. >• I 
condemn not the Doftor for -thinking fbr^ himfelf ; but J mafbfa/ 
he is much to be bhuned tof oppofins the authority of the Apoftles 
of our Lord. Their clear and decided opinions ought to be fin^Jt 
^nd abfolutely binding upon every believer in Chrift Jefus, 
See TheoTog. Kepos. vol. 4. p. 98-^103. 

5Sce Afts J. ft, 20!— «Sec |Ieb; 3. 7» 8i 
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tall him Loriy 'pyingy The LordJaidmt9 my Lordy 
Sit thou on my right band, till I make thine enemies thy 
footjtool?^ 

The fum of thcfc obfervatlons on the infpiration 
t>fthe book of pfalms is this : — i. David himfclf 
profcfled, near the time of his diffolutlon, to have 
written by the Spirit of the Lord. 

2. St Peter, when Ipcaking of the Old Tefta- 
mcnt, fays. Holy Men of God /pake af^ they were mo- 
ved by the Holy Ghoji. 

3. St. Paul affurcs us, that alljcripture is given hy 
injpiration of God. 

4. Five of the pfalms, namelyii the 2d. 69th. 
95th. 109th, and iioth. are particularly faid, by 
the higheft authority, to have been written by fuper- 
natural afliftance. With what affurance then can ^ 
Dn Prieftley fay, that " all the pfalms, without ex- 
*' ception, appear to me to be fuch poetical compo- 
^' fitions, as intelligent and pious men may well be 
f^ fuppofcd to have made, without any fupernatural 
^fliftance ?*' But, 

Again: 

'Mat. t2, 42 — 1\. St. Mark c«>rcffcs this more dearly :— - 
H^-w Jay the Scribes that Chrift is tbefon ofDa'vid? For Da<vid 
kim/eif faid by the Holy Ghojt, The Lord /aid unto my Lord, &c. 
Mark 12. 36. 

' '' Dr. Doddridge obferves on this pafTage — '* Our Lord, we fee, 
^' always takes it for granted in his arguments with the Jews, that 
' * the Wiitcrs of the Old Tefbunent were under fuch an cxtraordi- 
" nary guidance of the Holy Spirit, as to exprcfs themfelves with 

' '' the ftiidtefl propriety on all occafions. And I look on this as no 
** contemptible argument for the infpiration of the New Teftampnt ; 
'* for we can never think the Apolfies of Chrift to have been lefs 
•^ aflilled by the Div^ Spirit in their writmgs, when they were in 
t^.e$^ ffdpc^ fo muc|i in^ire powerfully fin4owe4 with it. 
4 
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Again :^— *^ All the allufions in them (the pfalms) 
*^ are to tranlaftions prior to the time in which they 
*^ were compofcd, without the leaft reference to any 
*' thing that paffed in after ages/'* 

Thi^ is another of the Doftor's unfoxindcd afler- 
• tions, contrary to the moft indilputable matter of 
fa6i, and, as was obferved above, in direft oppofiti- 
on to the internal evidence of feveral of the pfalms 
thernfelves* This will appear, if I iliiftake not, by 
an induftion of particulars, to the full fatisfaftion of 
every impartial enquirer after truth. 

1. Our Saviour himfelf affurejihis difciples, even 
tdfcer his refurreftion from the dead, and juflr before 
his final afcent into heaven, that all things muft be 
fulfiUedy which were written in the Law ofMofes^ and. 

in the Prophets^ and in the Pfalms concerning him.* 
This coidd not have been the cafe, if the Pfalms 
contained no prediftions concerning Chrift. 

2. The 1 6th, pfalm is applied to our bleflcd Sa- 
viour by an authority that cannot be queftioncd, 

• and in a manner that cannot be mifunderflood. 
For St. Peter, being full cf the Holy Ghojl, addrefled 
the men of Ifrael in the words following: — Jefus of 
Nazareth J a man approved of God among you by mira* 
cles^ and wonders^ andftgns^ which God did by him in 
''the midji ofyouy as ye yourfelves alfo know: him being 
delivered by the determinate counfel and foreknowledge cf 
# Godyye have taken, and by wicked hands have cruci^ 

fed 

^Theofag, Rcpof^ vol. 4. p. 98*— 'Luke 24. 44. 
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4. The 40th, pfalm is of like nature, for a part 

of It is applied to our great High-prieft, the Lofd 

Jefus jChrift, by the Apoftle of the Gentiles: — 

Manyy O my God, are the wonderful works wbiib 

ibou baft done, and thy tboughts wbicb are to us ward: 

tbey cannot he reckoned up in order unto tbee : if^l 

Jhould declare andjpeak oftbem, tbey are more tban cm 

he numbered. Sacrifice and offering tbou didft not JU^ 

fire I mine ears baft tlou opened: burnt -offering and 

fifi'Offering baft ibou not required. Tbenjaid 7, Lo^ I 

come: in the volume eftbe book it is written ofmcil 

delist to do tby will^ my God: yea, tby law is wiib^ 

in my beart.^ This remarkable paflage of the p&lm 

is applied, in the manner following, by the great A- 

poftle before mentioned, which application I will 

give in the excellent Dr, Doddridge's paraphraftic 

trahflarion: — " But in tbem (the Jewifli facrificcs) 

** tbere is of courfe, as it v/ere, a yearly commcmora^ 

*' tion of fins, by a yearly prefentation of the atoning 

, *' blood of new facrifices in the moft holy place: 

" which (hews, that their efficacy is fo far froin cx-^ ^ 

*' tending, as that of the true expiation does, tb all 

" nations, times, and places, that it only looks back 

*' . upon the year complcated, and hath no influence, 

" even with regard to thofe perfons who arc aftu- 

^* ally prcfent in the temple, on any thing future. '^ 

" And indeed the reafon of this, is plain j /?r (it , 
'* is) in the nature of things, impoffible that the blood 
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*' iiiUs and ef goatSyJhould^ on the \«rhQle> taks^'my'' 
*^ JbiSjOv make a real atonement; to .God as' the • 
*^ great Govcrnour of the worlds \for' the .moral" 
** guilt of any tranfgreffion J thou^ it mjyijbjrdi- 
** vine appointment put a ftop to any fatthcjtprpfe- 
** cution which might proceed in JcwiJSirCcwts, or 
^^ any luch ^xtr^tordinary judgmcntj.^ ^ pfeeidiar 
** ftate of things ailioiig diat pcySpfe^ght other-* 
•* wife require, f'beref^twben/tht'^ 
*' Icribed in Davids as making bis intrmcf into the 
«■ wcrld, befaitby in thofe weU-kiiowjx^Qrdsyiyi^i- 
« fice and offering tbou wouldft ml f4fc^t} hit a io^ 
*^-d)^ tboubafi provided me, in which J may render 
*^ thee a more acceptable kTv\ct%,in:wbele burnt-. 
^- offerings tbou badft no complacen^y^^h^ii .confiderr 
•*^«d in this view, and in refcjrence' t(>r:>riiis gr^at 
•^lewnt* , Tben Ifaidy with' the riioft .chc«fidi?ftn^ 
^^ iOitx-Biboldi I corner in tbe volume (ftbehoki^hxch 
" contains the ancient prophedesr^/^^'^^^^ff^^' 
« Ait I (h6uld accomplifli thii -fervicei and I de- 
*' light to do tby will, O my God; for thy law in all its 
** branchesis within' itiy heart.- //^w»jf in eflfedl 
^^ Jaid aiove. As for facrifiee and offering, whether • 
** they were humt-offerings or JhcrificeJ for fm^^^ 
" ^Ji not defire {thcm)^or take pleafore in them, 
** which comprehends the moft'material and cohfi- 
^^ derable of thofe things whicb were offer.ed to God • 
*^ under the Law ; tbeu be f aid, iBebold, I come to do 
" tby will, O God. So that you fee, befaketb away 
*' fbefrjf, that is, bumt^offerings and facrificcs^ tbat 
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'^ be fmf ijiahlijb the fecond, that is, doing GrbcPs 
** ^illj pointbg therein to that great aft of obcdir * \ 
" ence, by which the pardon Df fin was to be fccn-.-; 
" fed, knd :the divine honour moftcffc6hially. pro-- 
'" motcA In ^t execution of v^hicb willy we- 
*' areJknSlified^ cleanfed from, our fins^ and recom- 
'^ mended to Aedivine^ acceptance, CYca.iyybc- 
« offering up the tody ^ our Lord Jejus Chrift once** 
'* for ally as an atoitting lacrificc/'*' ..//.? / r ^' 

Thcfe remarkable vcrfes of thepfalni thuaap- • 
plied by the Apoftie, reprefent David as difcovering- • 
the incfficacy of the comihonMofeical facrifices,and-> 
forefeeing the advent of Jellis Chriftin human form,'- 
to make atonement for the fms of the woriAby.dic** 
faerificc of himfelf: Confequently *^ all the allufions?* 
*' rri the pfajitts are not to trahfaAions priof • to !tiic-' 
" timfc in which they were cbinpofcdi:* nor b'jfc' ? 
true that "they arc without the leaft rciFcrenctJxy' 
'* any diing that pafled in after* ages* " • -i^.- *• 

J. Is not the 7 ad. pfalm* . alfo.a direft propfeftcy » • 

■•■••■•■■ •■ '^ . .. r.::.J^'^ 

»Hcb, 10. 3 — 10, "^' .' 

•«' Thif pfalxn the modem Jews interpret of Sdomori, but 
" CHril&ans- un^crifamd it as a prophecy of the Mipffiah : and the 
'* Targom is on oar fide herein ; for it applies it to the Meffiak 
" in the fame lAaiincr as we do." 

Prideaux*s Conneftion* p. 2. b. 8. p. 583. ;• 

Bifhop Warburton juftly obfcrves, that " the general body of the 
** Prophecies which relate to Jefus, were, for certain great ends of 
" Providence, fo. contrived as to have a /r/xo^ry accompliiJimeDt 
" in the events of the Mofaic difpenfation> and z/ectmdary and'final 
•* completion in the Krth and mmiftry and fulFerings of Jefifc the . 
" Mefliah." Dpftrine of Grace, p. 23 j. ,.. . • .. 

Seethis dodrine ofa fecondary completion of the prophecies 
ably defended in the Divine Legation orMofes^b. 6. c. ;, 6. 

Confuklikewifcthefccond of bilhop Hard's Difcourfes on the 
Prgphecies. 
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• •* ^ - • , #"►--, *».",,. 

of fome great and unparalleled king, who fhould arilc 

lifter the time of Pavid? Let the. feribifs Reader 
pcaife the pfalm, and fay whether all the cxpttKi- 
ons in, It are applicalile to king Solomon, or any' 
other king that ever fat upon the tlirone oFIfraeL If 
there are expreffions in it which never could be ap- 
plied to any other than the Mefliah, then Dr. Prieft- 
Icy's aflertion, that' ^ all the allufibm in the pfalms' 
" arc to tranfaftions prior to the time* in whicK 
** they were compofed, without the leaft reference 
- *'. to any think that'pafled in after ages/' is without 
any foundation in triith, and it muft appear to tvt- 
ry fober-minded perfon, that hh moft confident 
decl^tions are pot always to be depended upon. * 

r\'6vThc ijothvipfalm is cxprefsly. applied (we 
j^ hart feen before that it was written by jthe. . Spirit) 
to, the Mefliah, both by- our Saviour, himftlf, a^d by 
Sfe jPi^. But the.Doftor can eafily get over thefc, 
^ a^d a tboufand fv^Jk ;!^ ; for it. is only fay- 

ing,- rfiatf^Cfcrift was a mere; mm Ul^j? Qurfclves^ 
^*: thc^fon of Jofeph^and Mary; capaik ofmifappty- 
^^ ingjbejcriptures of the Old T/^amifiti naturally 
^^ felHbk, ppccable, weak like ptljie;' m^rii liable to 
« fin, aswellasfubjca to error; that St. Paul rea- 
*' Tons inconclufiveiy;' and that the. Apoftles often 
** applied the fcriptures very improperly ;" and the 
bufinefs is done. He makes no account of fuch 
applications, but is perfuaded that ** David did not 
" know any thing, about the Mefliah, perfonally 

" confi- 



64 StrUfures m 

'^ confidcrcdi"^ and that " wc arc much better fi- 
" tuated for taking an enlarged and juft view of the 
*' lubjcft in all its connexions,"* than the Apoftles 
were. I fhouldfuppofc,however,that Chrift, in whom 
were hid all the treafures ofwijdom and knowledgey and 
in whom dwelt all tbefulnefs of the Godhead bodily^ was 
as well circumftanced, at leaft, " for taking an enlar- 
*^ gcdandjuft vicwof thefubjeft in all its connexions," 
as Dr. Pricftley ; and that even the Apoftles, wbp 
were filled with the Holy Ghoft^ that was promifed 
to lead them into all the truth of the goj5)el cove- 
nant, were not one jot behind the very wifeft of idic 
fons of men in evangelical knowledge, andclcarneis 
of conceptions. When therefore they indifputably 
apply thispfalm to die Mefliah and the circumftari- 
CCS attending his mediation, I am of opinion' wc 
ought moft implicidy to give them credit, even 
though we Ihould have the misfortune to differ tv€t 
fo widely from Dr. Pricftley and his Socinian bre- 
thren. Indeed I cannot help (aying, that the wlu^ 
oftheDoftor's criricifm upon this pfalmis a'vcry 
weak attempt to evade the force of a plain and' im- 
portant paflage of the prophetic fcriptures.* And I . 
appeal to any man of candour, who will be at the 
pains to read it, whether (if fuch miferable conjec- 
tures, amendments, provifos, fuppofitions, and the 

. Hke, 

^Theolog. Repos. vol. 4. p. loj. 
Mbid. vol. 4. p. 113. 
'Sec ditto, vol. 4, p. 103 — 113. 
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likti are admiinblc in- our interpretations of holy 
icripture) there is not aix end of all precifion and 
certainty on. religioius fulqedUr and whether the bi- 
* bk, inftead of bcii^ a light to our feet and a lamj) to 
^tirpatbs^ does not become fhe.moft vague and falla- 
cious book that pvei; was impofed upon the .world. 

Ftqm all thejCb-confiderations taken together, it . 
follqyfSy as cle^Jy,: in my judgment,, as any thing 
wcU can do from, fcriptural e\ddcnce, that David . 
wrote his pfalm^ , by the inlpiration of the Holy 
Gholt — that feyeralpf them refer to various events 
wjiich took place in after ages^ — and that Dr, Pritft- 
ley wa&ncyer more miftakeji than when he faid, 
*^ All the pfalois^ without exception, appear to mc 
** to be fuchpoeticalcompofitipns as intelligent and 
^« pious men may well be fuppofed to have made^ 
^' without ariy fupernatural afliftance ; and that all 
" the aUufions in them are to tranfaftions prior to 
'* the ..time in which they .were conipofcd, without 
" theleaft reference, to any thing thatLpaffcd in af- 
*^ ter.jagcs."' — ^Let the Reader judge. I chearfuUy 
fiibmit ,dbie ,dei?ifipn of the qiieftipn to his determi- 
nation. 

E, . Ag^n : — , 

'HowniUch more juft is the view Which Biihop Horne hath 
S^venns of ;Ae;b6dc of pfalms ? •* The Pfalms," iays he, " are 
" an e|ntoji^ ^'fd^l^ihle, adapted to the purpofes of devotion. 
•* They'^Atocdifi^hally of "me creation and iormation of the 
•' world ; the dlfpehfations of providence,- and the oeconomy of 
** grace ; the tranfadlions of the patriarchs ; the exodus of the 
*• children of Ifrael ; their journey ■ through the wildernefs, and 
^- fettlemcnt in Cansjanj their law, priefthood, and ritual; the ex- 
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Ag^A:— *^ It is 1 5y no means probable that Sofo- 
*' mon wrote any thirtg by infpiration."* 

So fays Dr- Prieftlicy : but a greater than he hath' 

faid, All Jcripture is given by itifpiration of God-^ 

and, in the opinion of iCnoft men, the aflertion of St. 

Paul, where it is plain and pofitive, is at any time 

preferable to the fophiftical reafonings of Dr, Prieft- 

ley : for, whatever other excellencies that learned gen- 

tlerpan maypoffefs, 14^ maintain, that he is one of • 

the moft fallacious theological writers of the prefent 

day. His abilities are very confiderable; fb were 

Voltaire's i and, I chearfuUy acknowledge, I am 

much entertained with readmg various parts of their 

works; but 1 would always be upon the utmofl: * 

guard againft both one and the other, on fub- 

jefts where their minds are biaffed in favour of any 

particular noftrums on political or religious fubjefts. - ^ 

The Reader will fee farther the neceffity of caution / 

in tne perufal of their writings in the courfe of theft 

ftriftures. .....;• 

> Again: — 

<' ploits of their greiat men, wrought through faith ; thar fins aiid 
** captivities ; their repentances and reilorations ; the fuffering& 
'* and vidlories of David; the peaceful and happy reign of Solo- 
1' mon ; the advent of Meffiah, with its effeds and comequences j 
'^ his incarnation, birth, life, paffion, death, refurredtion, aicenfion» 
*' kingdom, and priiellhood ; the effuiion of the Spirit ; the con- 
*' vernonof the nations ; the reje^on of the Jews ; the eflabliih- 
** ment, incrcafe, and perpetuity, of the Chrilhan church ; the end. 
** of the world ; the general judgement ; the condemnation of the 
*' wicked ; and the.hnal triumph of the righteous with their Lord 
" andifCing." 

Commentary -on the Pfalms, pref. p. i . 

zThcolog. Rcpos. voL 4. p. 97.— '^ Tim. 3. 16. 
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Again : — 5' Asrthc undent Iftttriitcs, and, as far as 
/^ appears, even thfe Prophets' alfo, were left to thf?ttr- . 
" felves withrdpeftto the intcrprmtion of pro^- 
" phecy, anitbey accordingly fdlint6 ^eat mifiakes y 
^^ it is natural to cxpedti that tte Chriftian prophets, 
/^ as the Apoftks may be c^ed, ihould likfewife 
/^ be lefttoithcmfclvesinthciStnierefpefts, andrbkt 
i". they foould fall into like mifiakesl 'From this anai- 
^/ l^$y we mayt'eondude, tbEWTiihcy would Jiafvc 
f^iknowledgeicnough for thdr miffion, but not 
J^.more,"* . • - ^ri: r. 

- "' Thd Pro^Jhetswere enlighteiicfd to predift future 
^ents, to expl^ih arid inculcafef the law of Mdfesf, 
ind "to reprOve^tKc. people for their deviations froih 
it: This was 'fficir proper office. And this they 
' '•' ' E 2 executed 

'Theolog. Repos. vol. 4. p. i^i. — "The objeft of their miffion 
" *require<C that the firft preachers of Chriilianity fliould }k infalli- 
** blc, in whatever opinions they raaintaihed either about the nature 
'* of Godj or thepinciples of hitf moral govetninent ; in whatever 
*'*they taijght jcoxiceminc; the terms, qr the; means, of manj? ac- 
*\ cep^nce and falvation, and in the ^fts Which they havefela- 
*\ ted of th£ Redeemer's tiie. If in jthqfe things they were riot 
" infaHibleVif any appeal lies from their affertions, to any man's 
*' .private opinions j wh6 fhall draw the line, where the truth of 
** their preaching ends, and their error comn^ences ? If their in- 
•* fpiration was compleat Opon thefe fubjefts ; it was, to all intents 
*f and purpofes> plendry. If it gave them no fight about the true 
*\ iY^tm of the world, the circulation of the blowi, or the proper- 
** tics of the Leyden Phial ; it was not upon that account defec- 
^'•tiyc, ajs a rjcHgioaS infpiration. The diftindHon therefore be- 
" twccn a plenary infpiration, and an infpiration extendmg; only to 
*' cafes in which the mjje^ of their miifion required it, is vain and 
*' imaginary : and it is a mere pretence to profefs a belief in the 
*< one, when the other is openly denied." 

Horfley'5 Trafts, p, 407, 4o8<. 
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^executed withvgTMt fidelity and zeal. Nor does it 
appear that they ever committjed any error, mdicir 
•prophetic capacity, as Dr. Pricfticy feems to fup- 
pofe. Jn all other rclpefts they were mere men, 
aod liable to the miftakes to which other men are 
liable. The Apoftles, in like manner, were inlpired 
ibr a particular purpofe. That infpiriadon, fo far as 
it extended, was infallible. They were guided into 
all truth which concerned their office.:. Nor ddfcs it 
appear, that they ever committed the fmalleft error 
in their prediftions of future events, or in dieir ap- 
plications of Old Teftamcnt tirritings to the ftatc of 
things under the New Teflamcnt 4i%5niationv fo 
every other rcfpcft* like the Proptyets who preceded 
them, they were, like all other men, weak, Miblc, 
and liable to miftakes of every defcription. 

S E C T I O N YI. 

THIS lame gentleman treats the NewTeRa- 
ment no better than the Old. The Prophets, 
he has juft told us, committed gteat mift4kes,tiifi A^ 
poftles did the fame. And moreover, '* I have fre- 
'^ quently avowed myfclf," fays he again, '^ not p 
^' be a believer in the infpiration of the Evangelifts 
*' and Apoftles, as writers: I thcrcfere hold the 
** fubjeft of the miraculous coiicepition to be one, 
" v^ith refpect to which any perfon is fully at liber- 

cc ty 



religious Opinions. ' 69' 

'^'^i5 tKiiik as yie evidence fMalfiippeir to W 
To this dangeroti^ affirtibri I f'ep!yi\'i rile Words of 
the very learned Dn Jortin:—" HbW far, and m^ 
'' what degree, thfeApoltles were ifilpitcd, isnotci-'* 
*' fyto determine, noi- confequeiid/ heceflaiy to be 
" known, THus mtich we may affirm, that diey 
« were affiled of God to g^c us a faithful accotrnt 
"of the things which we ougfit to believe, and to 
" perform, that we may attain eterhallife. 

" For, firft,'the Apbftles had a promife of divine 
" affiftance upqn certain occafions. fP'ben tbey de- 
" liver you upy fays Chrift, take m thought hom^or 
« wbatye'Jhallfpedky'fori^ 

<^ Spirit ofyourPatberwbichfpeaketb in you. Whence 

' " we may rcafon thus— If the Apoftlcs were to re- 

*^ c^ive from the ' Holy Ghoft a (kill to fpcak what 

E 3 i^ was 

^Letters toDn Horfl<^,, part 1. ji. lu.-^f Wh^n the infpirartioft 
<' of the facred writers i\ once deemed partialj it is eafy ^ eludp 
*' the force of any pcHtiofi, or ]n3Iage/whicfaPa¥ancifttl critic may 
" dcttn abfurd or iU faun4«i/* 

Croft's Sermons, p. 46. 

'^ Nothing caii W' mdreT'mdent; M^irtlfepibus and leArnei . 
'< Doddridge> than that a firm and cordial.helief of the infpiratioa 
" of the facred fcripCore is of thehigheftmoih'ent, not only *t6 the 
^' edification and pisace of th^xhurch, bat in a great meafore to i^ 
•' very exiHence. For if this be giye^ up, ^he authority of the re^- 
*' velation is enervated and its u& deffroytjd. The ilar which is to 
** direA oiircourfe is dbnded; ourconmafs is4)roke to pieces, aAd. 
*' we are left to make the. voyage of life in fad uncertainty, amidft 
** a thoufand rocks, and ihelves, and quickfands." 

See Doddridge's Diflertation on the Inipiration of the New 
Teiiament, in the Family Expofitor, vol. 3. p. 37. Appendix.^ 

See alfo tl« 7thV of Mr^ Kiett's late excellent Sermons at the 
Bampton Ledure for a good account of the Inipiration of holy 
fcripture 
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*^;.was proper when they appeared inpublic to defead 
" Chriftianity, we m^y fuppofe that they were gui- 
*^ de^^by the fame Spirit in their writings j becaufc 
*' this was of greater importance, and more worthy 
^', pf the Divine intcrpofition. By Ipeakingjuftly, 
"they might confute fome ^dverfaries, prefervc. 
" thelnfclves and their religion froni the contempt 
" of their hearers, and convert and confirm that 
" pan of the afTembly which had good difpofitions ;.. 
^^ whereas their writings were dcfigned for the fcr- 
" vice, hot of four or five hundred men, but of all 
^' ages and nations, 

.^^ Secondly, Our Saviour promifed his.ApofUes 
*' that tke Holy Ghofl: fhould continually abide with. 
*' .them — ^that.he fhould lead them into all truth-^ 
'^ and that in particular ,he fhould bring to their 
" remembrance whatfoever Chrifl had faid unto 
^' them y which will appear to have been necefTary, 
^' if we confider* that the gofpels confifl in a great 
'^^meafure of the diftourfes -^of Chrift-^that Chrift 
" converfed with them at leaft for three years — thlt 
^^. they had at that time very imperfeft notions of the 
**"rdigion which he came to teach, and of the office 
^' to which they fhould be appointed — and tliat in 
" all probability they had not collefted materials for 
" the gofpels, or fet down his difcourfes, whilfl he 
" was with them, 

" Thirdly, Our Lord told his difciples that they 
f' wc.rf not then difpofed to receive and undcrfland 

'' fomic' 



YiligipuiJOpinions^ - 71 

•^ fome truths wWch the Holy Gboil'fliould after- 
** wards, reveal to theyiii and tke Apoflles have 
*^ taught us fome things which aVc not to be found 
" in the golpels, or are not clearly dc Jivercd there, 
/' as,, the delign and thejibplifhment C)f the ceremo- 
*^ nial law, certam relative duties, and fome parficu- 
'^ lars concerning the worfliip of Go d and the re- 
*^ gulation of Chriftian focieties or churches. ^^ 

'^ It is therefore -a vain diftinftion which fome 
*' have attempted to make between tlie prec^pt^ or 
'^ doftrines of Chrift.and thofe of the i\poftles, as if 
*^ lefs regard were to b^ paid to the latter than the 
^^ former. Our Saviour feems plainly to equal the 
" Apoftles to himfclf, as teachers, commands all 
^^ men to receive them, to hear theni, and to pay 
^' the fame deference to them as to hina. 

" Laftly, The Apoftles upon feycral ojjcalions 
" affirm that they had an extraordinary guidance, of 
/' the Holy Ghofti they -declare that they had.re- 
'^ jceived their doftrines, not from men, but from 
'' Jefus Chrift i . and that every one who pretended 
..." to, iufpiration muft acknowledge this, or ought to 
" pafs.for an impoftor, ifheo)vried.it not. Tlicy 
" lay that they had the mindof Chicifti they call 
" their doftrine the word of God and of Chrift, the 
'^ commandment of God and of the Lord, the wif- 
'^ dom of God, the wifdom which God Rad revealed 
*^ to them by his Spirit, and words which the Holy 
** Ghoft had taught them, the tcftimony "of God, 

E 4 ' ^f the 
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^' the gplpcl of God by which tiitn Ihould be 
«^ jixJgtd: tiicy aflcit diat they are of God, diat he 
^^ who knoveth God heareth them, and that he who 
" hearedi tkcin not is not of God/" — 
Again:— As our blefled Saviotir Waarho otherthan a 
mere niian» aid a iuflferihg Mefliah;, {b his ft^ 
arc told by the lame authority, were of no more ef- 
ficacy than the iuficririgs ' of any other good man. 
' For, " the circumftantial account," fays he, ^* of 
*^ the fufFerings and death of Chrift, m the 53 chap- 
*' ter of Ifiiah, might have been the defcripdon of 
'* any other good man' in the fame fituarion, with 
" this only difference, diat the moral effefts of it 
*^ are reprcfented to be more extenfive/** 

And again, to the fame purpofe :— ^' Chrift being 
** a man, who fuffered and died in the beft of cauies, 
*^ tttre is nothing fo very different in the occafion 
*^ or manner of his death, from that of others who 
'' fuffered and died after him in the Caufe of Chrifti- 
'^ anity, but that their fufferiiigs and deatjis may be 
'^ confidcrcd in the fame fight with his."* 

Thele two aflcrrions are extremely erroncouis, 
and fubverfive of the great defign of the Divine Be- 
ing in reconciling the world unto hmtfelf by the 

death 

^DiicouHes on the Troth of the Chri(lxasi Religu», p 212—216. 

^Theological Repofitory, vol. u p. 129. 

JVM. p. 39.— N. B. Thoaeh Dr. Pricftley is the Editor of 
this work, I cannot pofitivtly fay whether he is the author of thefe 
two aflertions. 
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death of his Son. How much more juftly docs 
Ix)rd Bacon fpeak, When he %s, « Jefus,the Lord, 
** became in the flefh a (acrificer, and facrifice for 

" " fini a ferisfaftion and price to the jufticcofGcd; 
*' a n^eriter of glory and the kingdom.-~The fuf- 

' *^ ferings vtnd merits of Ghrift are fuflficient to do 
«^ away the fins of the whole world.'*' 
Can the fame be iiid of die fufFcrings of any 

'IncrenKin? 

The edebrated Dr. Blair alfo, when faking of 
burSaririour^s dying hour, feys^ " This was the hour in 
^ which Chrift atoned for die fins of mankind, and 
'^^ accompliflied ^ur iete^mal redemprion. It was 
** the hour When that great iacrifice was ofFeVed up,^ 
** 'die efficacy of which reaches back to the fifft 
■'^ tfarifgreflion of man, and extends forward to the 
*^ end of trrtie; the hour when, from the frofs, 
" as from an high altar, the blood was flowing, 
*^ wluch waflied away the guilt of the nadons. 

" This awful difpenfation of the Almighty con- 
*' tains myft^rics which are beyond the difcovery of 
^^ man. It is one of thofe things into which the an- 
*^ gels defire to look. What has been revealed to 
■''^'Us,is, Thatthe death of Chrift was the inter- 
^*:,pofition of heaven for preventing the ruin of hu- 
" tnankind. We know, that under thegovcm-- 
^^ mentof God, mifery is the natural confequence 

«c of 
•Confcflkm of Fa«h* 
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*•' of guilt. Alter rational creatures had, by their 
*' criminal conduct, ir.rroduccd dilbrder into the Di- 
*^ vine kingdom, there was no ground to believe, 
*^ that by their penitence and prayers alone they 
** could prevent the deftruftion which threatened 
*^ them. The prevalence of propitiatory facrifi- 
" ces throughout the earth, proclaims it to be the 
" general fenfe of mankind, that mere repentance 
«' was not of fufficicnt avail to expiate fin, or to 
<^ ftop its penal effects. By the conftant allufions 
/'which are carried on in the New Teftament to 
'* the lacrifices under the Law, as pre-fignifying a 
*^ great atonement made by ChrifV; and by the 
'* ftrong exprcflions which are ufed in deicribing 
" the effects of his death, the facred writers (hew, 
" as plainly as language allows, that there was an 
*' efficacy in his fufferin^, far beyond that of mere 
'' example and inftrudion."^ — 

Again : — ^^ So ftrange and incredible does your 

" hypothefis 

^Sermons, vol. i. p. 121, I22.<^-The Reader will be much 
cdi£ed by confnldng the whole of this very excellent fermon. In- 
deed all Blair's Sermons are peculiarly elegant and infbudive. 
One cannot help wilhing they were in the hand of every man of 
an improved mind. — ^In anfwer to all that Dr. PriefUey fays agmnll 
the atonement for fin made by the death of Chrift fee alfo Ber- 
ry-Street Sermons, p. 263 — 276. — Confult likewife Archbifhop 
Tillodbn's 47th. and 228th. Sermons — Bifhop Brovme's Sermons, 
the whole firfl volume — Bilhop Conybeare's 4th. Sermon, entitled, , 
'* The Dodrinc of Chrift's.Satisfaaion agreeable with Reafon"— 
and Bifhop Butlefs Analogy, part 2. chap. 5. — Dr. Pricftley may 
ca^ with fuch Authors, as indeed he does with every one who 
maintains the proper dignity of Chrift, but he can no niore folidlj 
MiWer them than he can change* the nature of truth itfelf. 
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•^ hypQfhefis (the pre-exiftence of Chrift) appear to 
*^ me, that ' rather than admit it, I would fuppofe 
*^ the whole verfe (John 6. 32. TFbat and if ye 
** Jballfee the Son of man afcend up where be was be- 
«* fore?) to be an interpolation, or that xht old Jpo^Ie 
' *^ dictated; one thing,, and his amanucnfis wrote 
" another."' 

Seriou8.*.Reader! I appeal to thy judgment: 
"What could that arch-infidel Voltaire have laid 
more fnceringly, to degrade the word t)f God, and 
to render it contemptible in the eyes of the nations, 
dian is here afferted by 4|s fophiftical Divine ? 
What authority, or what appearance of authorit)^ 
has he for fo difingenuous an infmuation ? Surely the 
caufe of Socinianifm is defperate, if it need§ arts like 
liicfe for its fupport. ' 

. Again: — 

.'Letters to Dr. Price, p. ^8, in his Defences of Unitarianifin 
^the year 1787 — Dr. Whitby obferves, when fpcaking of flips 
and uuiftakes — ^* I can by no means grant any flips of memory in 
*-' the Compilers of thefe facred books of the New Teftament ; for 
'« though th^fe are allowed by fome in matters of fmall confequence, 
•' as they are pleafed to flile them : yet is it of great confequence 
•* that we do not own them : for, if you grant that they have 
*• thus fUpt at all, by what rules can we be afTured they have not 
''dipt arove an hundred times, or even in moft of their hiflorical 
" relations ? — If one of thofe facred writers might be fubjeft to 
*' thefe flips, why not all? If once, why not often? And c^n we 
** think it no prejudice to the divine authority of thefe facred 
*' writings, that they fhould fo often be fubjcft to falfc 
•' citations, and produce falfe flories, contradiding the trutli 
•' of the Old Teflament ? Would not this yield a great advantage 
*' againfl our rule of faith, both to the unbeUevine Jews, and to the 
, ^' Sceptics, and Antifcripturifls, which too mudi abound .among 
#c ag ;»» 

General^rcface concerning the Divine authority of the fcrip- 
turesofthe New Teflament, p. 6. which the Reader would do 
w«fl to co&fult in* defence of the infpiration of thofe ineftimabl<? 
writingt: 
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Again : — " As it is not prctcnckd, that there art 
" any miracles adapted to prove dut Chrift made 
*« and iupports the world, I do not fee, that wc aie 
'^ under any obligation to believe it, merely beeauft 
" it was OH amnion held h 0i Apofile'"^ 

If the word ef God plainly informs us, that Chrift 
created and fupports the univerfe, we can have no 
higher and better authority. TIhis faktf St. J^, 
and thiis iaidi St. Paul, are the beft authority in thtf 
world And ferious men will infinitely fooner ^vc 
credit to their fimple declarations, diantoaUthe 
flimfy arguments of £|^. Prieftley. 

I will add here an objection to the inlpiration of 
the New Teftament, and the anlwer given by ^tvt 
learned Michaelis : — • It has been objefted," fiffs 
this very able Scholar, " that though the do&rmti 
^* are divine, it does not follow, that the writings of 
" the Apoftles and Evangelifts are foj that dieft 
*^ no where pretend to a divine 'm£fkdnonj w£ich 
'' rfiey ought, if we are bound to receive them as 
" divine." 

" I might anfwer to dus," f^s he, '^ that die 
«^ Prophets promifed a more perfeft revelation of the • 
*' will of God under the New Tcftamcnt,tharidiat 
" underthe01d,andtliat therefore it maybe prelum- 
•^ ed ipmc new inipircd writings werencccflkry; that 

" the 

*Hirtory of Early Ojnnions, vol. i. p. 63. — Sec an aMc defence 
of the Apoftles and their writings in Br. Wlutby's General Pre- 
face concerning, the divine authority of the EpiiHes of the N. T. ia 
'Jie beginning of his Commentary. 
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l ^' the doftrine (rf" the gofpcl.fuperfedcs thq Jaw. of 
" Mofes, which being contained ai\d delivered; in 
^^ infpircd writings, couldnot be abolilhcdby wri- 

' ^* tipg^uninfpired; and !iiat the word^ of. tKc great 
*'. IKftPl^^J^r^ Chrifti wbieh are fo much more ex- 
*^ ceilent than all the words delivered by all the Prc- 
** pji<^s,. wcfe worthy to he recorded, in a nianner the 
** WPft unexceptionably elidible. 

/^ ;!pi3t the rcfleftion which moft fatisfies me, is 
** tfiisj moft of ^he writers of the New Teftament, 
^* Matthew, John, Paid, Peter, Jani^s^ aiid Jude, 
" ^re Apoftles, that isj of the number qf thofcto 
*^ whom Chrift had, in Ae cleardt manner^ pipxnifed 
*' a divinein§)iration, merely as preachers of thc.gof- 
** pel> which was to extend, not to the matter only, 
« but even to the words. Mat. x. 19. Miark xiii. 1 1: 
*' JLukexii. u.xxi. 15. Now th^ir writings, upon 
<c lyhict the church of Chrift was to be. biiilt, being 
^^ of much more importance than their fernions, it 19 
** highly pfobable that they jsyerc no lefs afiifted by 
" ibc H^ly Ghoft in writing, than in fpeaking. 

" I^ bcfides, we confidpr, that the Apoftles prefer 
'« thcmfelvje^ to the Prophets, i Gor. xii. 28. Eph. 
** iv. I if ftn^ are juftified in ib doing by die declara- 

"^ ^ tion otChrift, Mat. xi. 9 — 1 1. they feem in fa<5k 

. 'f ftq cWm a divine infpiration, whenever they ftile 
*' thcmfclves at the beginning of their epiftles, an 
« Apoffijie of Jefus Chrift, and thereby declare thofe 
*' qjiftlcs to be authoritative. We may apply to them 
** what Aben-Ezra fays of the man of God, in Deut. 

** xxxiii. 
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*' xx»ii. i. Mc adds this, in order to fliewthathc 
" blcffcd them as a Prophet. 

" But befides all this, it muft be mentioned^ that 
*' St. Paul in i Cor. ii; lo. ii. 13. 16. and Gld: !• 
'^ 12. doth exprefsly pretend to a divine tnipira- 



tion."^ 



But to proceed with the Doftor : — *' It is not, <^r- 
« tainly, from a few cafual cxpreffions, which fb eafilf 
*' admit of other interpretations, and elpecially in 
" epiftolary writings, that we can be authorifcd to ■ 
*^ infer, that fuch was the ferious opinion of the A- 
' " poftks.- But if it had been their real opinion, it 
" would not follow, that it was true, unlefi tht 
« teaching of it Ihould appear to be included in their 
" general commiffi(!n, with which, as I have Ihcwn^ 
^' it has no fort of connexion.'** 
: When-^'by fair and candid interpretation wc can' 
elearly afcertain what were the real opinions of all> 
or evert of any one of the Apoftles, on itibjedb con- 
ncfted with the doftrine of falvation, fobcr men 
will not hefitate whether they Ihould fubmit their 
und'^rftandings to fuch authority, or bewilder them- 
felves in the endlefe mazes of Dr. PriefUcy's'volunii- 
nous and fophiftical writir^. No man lif ing has 
a right to rcjeAthc opinions of the Apoftlcs on any 

feligioii& 

^latroduaory Left, to the N. T. kBt. 4. 
^Hiilory of Early Opinions p..70. — Bifhop WatTon obferves, that 
*' the miracles recorded in the Old and New Teftament, are fo in- 
*^ timately united with the narration of common events, and the 
'' ordinaxy tranfaftions of life, that you cannot, as in profane hiflo- 
•' ry, feparate the one from the other." 

Apology for Chriftianity, p. 280. 
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religious {ubjeft Avhatcver, until hcf'dah^fhevr (Gp€-' 
nor authority. Baron Swedcnborgrndeect^h^i-'VJonS" 
it without -any authority, but that of a difordeted^ 
iitiagination. • He has both i^dcd to and tjtken from i 
the word of God, Dr, PricIHcy does the -feme;* 
whenever the opinions of the fa'cred writers^ppear " 
to oppofe the fyftem he has elpoufed. But modcft 
men will be careful, left they fhould tranlgrels the' 
Iblcmn injunftion of Moks^lFbai tling joiner I:. 
cpmrnand youy ohferve to do it j thoujhalt not addtbere^ ^ 
tOynor diminijh-from it — and incur that fea^-fulidDonT^ 
of another of the facred books — If any manfhall take ' 
awnyfrom the words of the book if this prophecy ', God 
jkall take away his part out of the book oflifii and out of 
the holy, city, and from the things which are written in 
) this book. "'^ 

Again : — ^* I do not believe the miraculous con - 
•'f ception of Jefus, but am of opinion, that he Was' 
^' the Je^timate fon of Jofeph/'' Ignatius, how- 
ever, the difciple of St, John, fays, *' that our God 
^* Jelus Chrift, was, according to the difpenfation of 
** God, conceived in the womb of Mary, of the feed 
^' Of David, by the H6ly Ghoft."^ 

Dr. Prieftley rejcfts wholly the two firft chapters 
of St. Matthew's gofpel, ai?d the two firft chapters of 
St Luke's. AH this, however, is done upon no gobd 
and rcfpedtable authoritjr. To me it is almoft de- 

monftrably 

5 Letters to the Jc\fr$, p. i. p. 41.— *^Epifl:. to the Ep. ftft. x8. 
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tnonftrably cemin, that thefe four chapters made an 
original part of the two gofpcls in queftion, from this 
fingle. circumftahce^ that one part of the anc^c 
Ebionltesbclievedthe miraculpus ccHiq^ption^ thpi^ 
the other did not. Whence Ihould their evidence^, 
for fuck an opinion arife^ but from the four chapters, 
in thefe two gofpels? From this one circumftancc;, 
I fiy, it appears evident to me, that thefe chapters^ 
objected to by Dr. Prieftley, made an original part 
of the holy fcripturcs ; and the above pofitivc tefli- 
mony of Ignatius is no fmall confirmation of diis 
fiippofition.. 

The late Dr. Johnfon ufcd to fay of Dr. Prieftky's^ 
writings) and it ihould feem with great truth, that 
they were calculated to unfettlc every thing, and tp, 
fettle nothing. And even Mr. Gibbon, in his hiftp- 
ry^ reniarks, when fpeaking of the fame writings, 
** that, the pillars of revelation are Ihaken by thofe 
" men, whoprcferve the name without the fubftapce 
" of wligion, who indulge the licence without the 
** temper of philpfophy."' 

Again:— ^« I think it is hardly poffible to read 
^^ thefe paflages (quotiUionsfimfeqeral of the Fa-- 
** H^ers) in which the inconveniences that would 
** have attended the difcovery of the miraculous 
** conception arc very ftrongly and naturally dcf. 
" cribed, without feeling ,that the ftory itfelf is an 

*^ incumbrance 

^GiblKm's Hifbry, vol. 5. p. 540. 4to« edition. 
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^* incumbrance' on the Cbrijiian^ Jcbemey and that it 
*' would at leaft have appeared to more advantage 
« without It.''* 

Mr. Veyfie obfervcs upon this declaration of the 
learned Doftor — '^ Whether the rriiraculous con- 
*^ ception be an incumbrance on the Chriftian 
«* fcheme, is another queftion: it is certainly a 
*^ great incumbrance on the fcheme of our modern 
** Unitarians. For if, as they affirm, Chrift was a 
*^ mere man, naturally pofleffed of no other powers 
*^ than other men have, what reafon can poffibly be 
** affigned, why he ftiould not have been conceived 
^* and bgrn like other men ? On the other hand, if 
*^ we admit the doftrine in queftion, and allow that 
** Chrift was miraculoufly conceived, and born in 
*^ an unufual manner, who is there, whom this cir- 
*^ cuniftance does not lead to fufpeft, I had almoft 
^* iaid, does not perfuade, that his nature muft be 
*^ liiperior to that of man ? It is not therefore with- 
*^ out reafon, that the advocates of the fimple huma- 
** nity endeavour to remove from the Chriftian 
*^ creed a doftrine fo hoftile to their principal pofi- 
•^ tion. In the mean while the orthodox believer 
** is not di^leafed to find, that this bold mcafure is 
** attempted by means, not likely to make many 
^^ converts, viz. partly by afferting the fallibility of 
*^ the holy Evangelifts, who relate the faft) and 

F " partly 

*Hiftory of Early Opinions, vol. 4. p. 50, 
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•" partly by denying the authenticity of the writings, 
'* which contain the relation/'* 

Again :-*-As to St. Luke's account of the mint* 
culous conception, '^ I have Ihewn that it ^botind^ 
" with the moft manifelt improbabilities."* — Seri- 
ous men will be at no lofe to judgi between St. Luke 
and Dr. Prieftlcy. The arguments adduced a^ni): 
the eloquent Evangelift are mere fophiftry, fuch as 
Dr. Prieftley himfelf would thoroughly dclpifc in an 
antagonift of his own. 

The learned Bifhop of St. David's has an excel* 
lent fcrmon upon the miraculous conception, which 
fliould be read in anfwer to all thcfe confident afler- 
tions of Dr. Prieftley. I will hty before the Reader 
a fhort extract from it on the evidence of the doc- 
trine. " We have," lays his Lordftiip, " for the 
" miraculous conception the exprels tcftimony of 
" two out of the four Evangelifts: of St. Mat- 
" thew, whofe gofpel was publilhed in Judea with- 
** in a few years after our Lord's afcenfion; and of 
** St. Luke, whofe narrative was compofcd, as may 
'^ be colleded from the author's Ihort preface, to 
** prevent the mifchief that was to be apprehended 
*' fi-om fome pretended hiftories of our Saviour's 
** life, in which the truth was probably blended with 

" many 

'Sermon, proving the Doftrine of St. John> and the Faith of 
the firil Chriftians> not Unitarian, p. 4. 

^Letters to the Jews, p. 2. p. 10. 
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** many legendary tales. It is very remarkable^ 
** that the faft of the miraculous conception fhould 
** befoundinthefirttofthefourgofpelsi written at 
'* a time when many of the near relations of the ho- 
^^ ly family muft have been living, by whom the 
'* ftory, had it beeh falfe, had been eafily confuted: 
** that it fhould be found again in St. Luke's golpcl ; 
^' written for the peculiar ufe of the converted Gen- 
*^ riles, and for the exprels purppfe of furnifliing a 
** fummary of authentic faftsy and of fupprefling 
*^ ipurious narrations. Was it not ordered by fomc 
*^ peculiair providence of God, that the two great 
^^ branches of the primitive church j the Hebrew 
«' congregations, for which St. Matthew wrote, and 
**.thc Greek Congregations, for which St* Luke 
^* wrote; Ihould find an exprefs record of the mi- 
'* raculous conception each in its proper golpel ?"• 

Again: — " We can fatisfy ourfelves and others 
*^ with faying that the Apoftles applied the fcrip- 
*^ tures according to the beft of their judgment, 
*' which would of courfc (without any particular 
** illumination, which does not appear to have 
*^ been neceffary in their cafe) be biaffed by the 
*^ mode of applying them prevalent in their age 
** and country ; and that confcquently we are at li- 
*^ berty to judge of the propriety of all their quotati- 

F 2 " ons, 

^See more to the {ame purpofe in his liDrdihip's Tra6ts> p. 326. 
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" ons, as well as of thofc made by pcrfons now 
« living/'* 

Again: — " As to the Apoftlcs there will perhaps 
*' be no difficulty in admitting, that the great ob- 

♦Theological Rcpofitory, vol. 4. p.^ 23.— I cannot Kdp wifliing 
that the Reader> who is deiirous of information on the fubjeft o( 
the New Teflament quotations from the 01d« would be at<he troiU 
ble of confultbg with care the fecond^ third, and fourth chapters of 
Allix's Judgment of the Jewilh Church. If he is a fbanger to 
that excellent and deciiive book, he will probably meet with fome 
information and fatisfaflion. 

Seealfo Michaelis' Ledblres on the New Teftament, (eGi. 11. 
— Ccifult likewife the very learned Dr. Randolph's " Prophecies 
and other Texts cited in the New Teflament, compared with the 
original Hebrew and the Septuagint.**— See moreover Dr. Heniy 
Owen's" Modes of Quotation ufed by the Evangelical Writers 
explained and vindicated." 

We have an epitome of this learned and excellent work drawn 
by the Author himfelf> which I vtoll h^re lay before the Reader.— « 
*' Of all that has been faid this is the fum— That Jefus QYaiSU 
*' whofc hiftory we read in the New Teflament, was the true Mef- 
^* fiah predi£t^ in the Old— -that this is manifefUy confirmed and 
" afcertained by the exad completion of the feveral prophecies 
" that went before concerning himr— that if fome of the propheeiies 
*' were anderi^y, by the Jews, either interpreted of, or applied to# ' 
** other perfons and times than thofe ot the Meffiah, yet is die 
" fenfe eiven them by Chriil and his ApoiUes highly to be prefer- 
*' red; Isr the Jews eafily might, and mdeed evidently did, mif- 
*' take the fenfe pf tnany prophecies, which foretold events that 
** were long after to happen ; but it was impoffible that Chrift and 
** his ApofQes ihould ever err in the true meaning of any one, as 
*' they were really endued with fupematural powers, and guided 
'' b)r the influence of that Spirit, wliich fearcheth and knoweth all 
*' things, even the deep things of God, I Cor. 2. lo. Their 
" power of working miracles plainly proved that God was with 
'* them, and /;j/^/W^ as well as ftrengthened them. Their infpi^ 
*' ration again as plainly proved, that their interpretation of the 
** propheaes was certain and infallible : not to iniift, as a further 
" proof, on their being all throughout pundhially accompliihed 
•' according to the vttj fenfe in which they interpreted Uiem.'* 
Page 109. 
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^^ jeft of their miffion did not require any particu- 
^^ lar illumination 'vntK refpedt t6 the knowiedlge of 
'^ the fcripturesi 3nd therefore that they would be 
^\ naturally influenced by the mod^ of interpretation, 
*^ which was generally adopted by their country- 
*^ men/'' ' . 

And agam:-^" It is evident that the Apoftles 
^^ often applied the fcriptures very improperly ^ and with 
*' no better judgment than their unbelieving coun- 
" trymen/'* 

,- By thefe declarations the authority, of the whole 
New Teftament is fapped to its loweft foundations ! 
In vain does this over-zealous Divine write upon 
the evidences of Chriftianity, in vain make his boaft 

F3 of 

^Theoteg. Rep05.toL 4. p. 112.— ^ThisaiTcrtionof the Do6lor 
is in diredl oppofidon to Luke 94. 45 > and z Cor. 3. 14 — 16. 

•Ibid., p. 44i.—-One cannot wonder the learned Doftor treats 
tlie holy fcriptures with this unpardonable freedom. He well 
knows the biblej,^as we now have it. and Socinianifmx can never 
Ibmd together. And therefore while> at one timej he profeffes 
great tegard to the facred volume, at another he gives it a fly flabt 
xejedUi its authority, and feleds 6cly fuch parts as feem to favour 
his own hypothecs. ** For," as Dr. Harwood obferves, " we muH 
*' have ne^ fcriptures, and a new revelation to prove and 
*' cfiablifli Socinianifm : for I am perfuaded," continues he, ** it 
'* will never be fatisfadtoriiy demonftrated from the /r^«^ facred 
*^ volume." 

Socinian Scheme, p. zg. 

It appears fron^ the above quotations, that Dr. Prieftley confi- 
dcrs the Scripture as being full of blunders, Mr. Locke tells us, 
however, *' It is all pure, all fmcere ; nothing too much, nothing 
<• wanting." And the celebrated French poet Boileau fays, that 
^' every w(H-dand fyllable of the bible ought to be adored." Let 
the ferious Reader judge, whether of thefe opinions is mo ft worthy 
of a book, which profeffes to have been written by the infpiration 
qf Qod's Holy Spirit, fw the inftrufldon and f^ vation of n^ank^i4. 
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' of bemg a bdicvcr, in vain attempt to convert Jews 
and infidels, while he treats the bible with fuch ma- 
nifeft improprict}\ What he buili^ up with one 
hand he puUs down with the other. I would cha- 
ritably hope he has good intentions. He fays he 
has, and I will give him fiiU credit for the aflertion. 
How far thefc intentions' may cxcufe him in the 
fight of the All-Seeing, is not with us to determine. 
There can, however, be no doubt concerning the 
pernicious tendency of the above, and fuch like de- 
clarations. If Dr. Prieftley has a right to rejc(£t 
one part of the word of God, I have an equal right 
to rcjcft another, and every man living is fet at li- 
iDcrty from all fcriptural reftraint whatever. The 
Deifts themfelves do not rejeft the whole bible, but 
only fuch parts as they judge not agreeable to their 
fyftem.^* 

Again:— 

'The Socioians are fo determmed againft the divinity of our 
bleffed Sa^oar, that, rather than a£nit the doiftrine, leveral of 
them will reje6l fome of the moft material parts of the New Tefta- 
ment itfelf. Dr. PriefUey has not yet told us, I think, how mudi 
he receives, and how much he cafliiers. From the above quota- 
cionis, however, it is very manifeft, that he treats the whole with 
great impropriety. The ancient Ebionites, we are tdd, rejefled 
Siree of the gofpels, and all St. Paul's epifUes entirely, and the two 
firft chapters ot St. Matthew's gofpeL' Nay even the part of St. 
Matthew's gofpel which they did retain, was not (hat which we 
now have, but only a fpurious one. The Ebionites, or Socinianst 
of modem times, have trodden likewife in many of their footfteps. 
For the author of the Judgment of the Fathers, ^c. Tt]t6tfi all the 
writings of St. John, both the GoipeU the EpifUes, and the Reve- 
Iation< He rejeds likewife a good part of the firft chapter of the 
Epiftle tojiieHel)rews, and fuppofes the form of baptifmin the 28 
chapter of Matthew is interpolated. Men that will afTert fo boldly^ 
without the fhadow ofaproof, it muftbe confefled,have thead- 
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Again: — '^ I think I have fhewn, that the Apoftle 
*^ Vml often reafons inconclujivelfy and therefore that 
** he wrote as any other perfon, of his turn of mind 
*' and thinking, and in his fituation, would have 
** written, without any particular infpiration.," 

Again: — ^'^ The Apoftle Paul, efpecially if he be 
*^ the author of the epiftle to the Hebrews, has 
'* ftrainedvery much, h the force of imaginationy to 
*^ reconcile the Jews to the chriftian religion, by 
** pointing out the analogies which he imagined the 
" rites and ceremonies of the Jewifh religion bore 
f* to fomething in Chriftianity."* 

Again: — 



'^ar 



vaatage of Others. They enjoy the exalted privjlcgc of rejefting 
any things and eflablifhing any thing, which may be agreeable td 
themfelves, without controol. It is only faying fuch a book is 
fpurionsy and fuch a paiFage is interpolated, and the point in hand^ 
be it what it may, is eitabufhed or rejedled. Indeed, no principles 
can ft»id before fuch exceffive and impudent liberties. 

See Biihop Bull's Difcourfe on the catholic dodrine concerning 
die blcfle4 Tfinity, yol. 3. p. 843— f854," 

..... 'Hiftdry of Corruptions, vol. 2. p. 370. 

^Ibid. vol. I. p. 24.-r*To writers like Dr. Prieftlcy, who feems 
tm be utterly carelefs about the confequences which his writings 
may produce, it will not be amifs to recommend the obfervationt of 
the celebrated Dr. Clarke :t^' A free and impartial inquiry after 
^* truth," fays this great man, ** wherever it is to be found, is in*- 
** deed a noble and moH commendable difpoiition : a difpofltion 
'^ which every man ought hinifelf to labour after, and to the ut- 
«' moil pf his power encourage in all others. It is the great foun* 
f' dation of all ufeful knowledge, of all true virtue, and of all fin- 
*' ^ere religion. But when a man, in his fearches into the nature 
^* of things, finds his enquiries leading him towards fuch notions 
** as, if they fhoul4 prove true, would in^inifeftly fubvert the very 
** effences of good and evil, the leaft that a fober-minded mat can 
•'in fuch a caie poflibly be fuppofed to owe to God, to virtue, to 
?_ t^e dignity of a rational pature^ is, that he ought to be in th^f' 



88 StriSures §m 

Again :— " Notwithftanding the frequent mention 
" that is made of the love of God in the gift of his 
^^ Son hj the Apoftles, it is never laid to undo any 
^* thing that had been done at the fall, fome paila- 
^^ ges of Paul alone excepted, vrfio calls Chrift, die 
" laft Adam, and makes ufe of terms, which im- 
'* ply, that death wasintroduced by Adam, as ctcr- 
*^ nal life is the gift of God by ChrifL But you 
<* know, that the writings of this Apojth abound with 
*' analogies and antitbejesy on which no very Jcrims 
^^ ftrejs can be laidr' 

"When any exprcflions occur in the works of this 
great man and infpired Apoftlc, which oppofc his 
favourite notions. Dr. Prieftley eafily gets over 
them by faying, " Thefe are not in any hiftorical 
'^ work, but only incidental expreffions in the Epiftles 
*^ of St. Pauir^ 

The 

" higheft degree fear£ul and fufpicious of himfelf, left he be led 
*' away by any prejudice, left he be deceived by any erroneous ar- 
'* gument, left he fuffer himfelf to be impofed on by any wrong 
** inclinadon. Too great an afturance in armaments of this nature, 
*' even though they ieemed at prefent to dc deiAonftrations, re- 
** joidng in 3ie ftrength of them and taking pleafure in the carry- 
" ing offuch a caufe> is what a good mind can never be capable 
'' ofT To fuch a perfon, the finding his own arguments nnan- 
'* fwerablc would be the greateft grief; triumphing in fo meliin- 
*' choly a field would l>e the higheft diftatisfadUon ; and nothing 
" could aftbrd fo pleafing, fo agreeable a difappointment as to find 
*' his own reafbnings fhewn to be inconclufive. 
Remarks on aphilofophical Enquiry concerning human liberty, p. 45. 

•'Letters to Dr. Price, p. 159. 
•Ibid. p. XI 8, — Sec an able defence of the Epiftles of the New 
Teftament in Dr. Whitby's General Preface prefixed to hi^ Com- 
mentary. 
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The next cenfure fcems to includ<^ all thq Apos.- 
tles, as though they and the primitii^e Fathers had 

coUogued 



'©^ 



That the Apoftles in jeeneral, and St. Paul in particular, fpakc 
aod .wrote bjf the guidance of the Holy Spirit, after the Afcenfion 
of Jefus Chrift into heaven, is manifeft from Mat. 10. 40.- .Ibid. 
aS. 19, 20.. .Luke 10. 16.. .Ibid. 24. 48, 49.. -[ohn 8. 46, 47. 
L^Ibid. 12. 48.. .Ibid. 14. 12, i^, 16, 17, 26.. -Irad. 16. 13, 14, 
15.. Ads. 2. 4...Ronu 2. 16.. .Ibid. 10. 14. .17.. .Ibid. 15. 
16.. .Ibid. 16. 25, 26.. .1 Cor. i« x.. .Ibid. i. C4.. .Ibid* 2. i. 



.Ilnd. 2. 6. . 16.. .Ibid. 14. 37.. .2 Cor. i. i.. .Ibid. 2. 12. 
id. 11'. 7. Ibid. 13. 3.. -Gal. i. 8. .12.. -Ibid. 4. 14.. .B_ 
I.. .Ibid. 1. 9.1 .Col. I. I... Ibid, i^ 25.. .Ibid. 2. 2.. .Ibid. 



5. 16.. -Phil. 4.9.. -I Thef. i. 5.- -Ibid. 2. 2,8, 9.. .Ibid. 2. 4. 
. .Ibid. 2. 13^.. .Ibid. 3. 2.. .Ibid. 4. 2.. .Ibid. 4. 8.. .Ibid. 4. 
15.. .2 Thef. 2. 15.. .rTim, i. i...Ibid. i. 10.. .2 Tim. ?. i. 
..Ibid. I. 13, 14.. .1 Pet. I. 12.- .2 Pet. 3. 2.. .Ibid. 3. 15. 16. 
• - 2 John 4. 6. 

AU thefe declaradons pf Chrill and his ApofUes, are either true 
or they are falfe. If they are true^^ the Apoftles in general, and 
St. Paul in particular, fpake and wrote, at all times (after the def- 
ccnt of the Holy Spirit upon'them^ but when they declared the 
contrary) t>y divine aid and inipiration. If' thefe declarations are 
falfe, St. Paulefpccially, and dip Apoftles in general, were impoftors 
and deceivers. Let Dr. Pricftley take which fide of the dilemma 
he pleafes. 

^ut ihould we for a moment fuppoie, that St- Paul did net 
write by the fpecial guidance of the Spirit, it will not therefore fol- 
low, that his arguments (hould be lefs juft and conclufive than the 
arguments of Dr. Prieftley, his new antagonift. The ApolUe ap- 
pears to have been, independent of infpiration, at leaft, fpeakiag 
moderately, a man of as large a fize as the Dodlor can pretend to 
be. " He nad a vigorous and comprehenfive mind. He was ac- 
f quainted with all the comments and all the refinex^ents upon the 
'* law] ' He was converfant with the Grecian poets and with th^ 
** Grecian cuftoms ; he underftood their philofophy. * He was i>ot 
ff liable to the charge of credulity, for his prejudices ha4 turned 
'* the contrary way^ Under fuch circumftances a fobcr minded 
** critic would not haftUy charge him with error and fophiftry, with 
** a mifconftrudion of prophecies, or an improper application of 
•' them. Much lefs would he fuppofe that an epiftle, which is to 
*' be confidered as the model of our argumentation with the Jews, 
f ihould be fo figurative as to have types without antitypes, Iha- 
** dows without correiponding fubftance, mentioning facrifices 
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collog'jed together to obfcure and diiguifc the pure 
religion of Jtlus ChriiL " However," fays he, 

« the 



" intiKXic any folid mea-^.Ir.g, bat to beguile rocted prepoffei 
•' into compliance, and reducing the Savicor of die worid to the 
f • qnaliiv of a oerc ni2rt>T ar.d a mere maa/* 

Crcft's Seimons at the Baxnpton Ledcie, p. 53. 

" If the ApcfUcs were nor infpired with the knov^-leage of the 
*• facls recorded by them," fays a fenfible writer, •• then Luke and 
*' Mark, who were not immediately the difciples of Jefns Chiift. 
'* as they received their informadon at fecond hand, it is poffible 
" might be Received ; confeqaertly, little dependence i> to be psft 
" upon thofe things which they relate, of which the other EraiiM- 
'* mi% take no nocce. Befides, if the)', and the authors of oe 
** Epiilles were ^ilible^ their dccbinal writings can never be oonfi- 
'* dered as binding the faith of Chriflians ; becanfe every one who 
*' £cds his particular evil way or opinion condemned by an apofio- 
« lical rule or precept will diredly impeach the facred author*! 
*' authority in that pairticular inttance, or queflion the truth of his 
'* being inipired at die time of his delivering it : thus the whole^ 
" or the major part of the New Teflament will be rejeded by va- 
" rious men, in compliance with their own humours, as weak, on- 
" authorative, and defedive in argument.*' 

Thefe obfervanons are awfully true. Many of Dr. PricfUey*t 
greateft admirers, to ny certain knowledge, treat the bible with the 
utmoft impropriety. Though, like the Doftor, they pretend to 
belk ve it, yet preis them dofely in argument, and they will irnme^ 
diately deny its divine authority'. Nor has the Dodor any jnft 
caufe to be offended with me for faying he only /r^/rW/ to believe die 
bible. The above quoutions from his own works, in my opinion, 
ful!y jdtify the imputation. He acknowledges he does not believe 
fome things in it. He coniiders both the Old and New Telhiment 
as abounding with error. Mofes and the Prophets, Chrift and 
his ApoRles, were all miflaken. He no where teUs us, that I recoi- 
led, what parts in particular of the word cf God he does believe. 
We are therefore at liberty to charge him with a general difbelief of 
it. If indeed to believe that Chnll was the Mefliah b all that it 
meant b/ believing the bible, we muft do Dr. Prieftley the juflice to 
acknowledge that he avov/s this in the moft explicit terms. But 
ti)en he Tays we muil exped another of a defcriptipn quite different, 
v.hich fcem? utterly inconfifient with his former avowal. This is 
good re\%'s for the poor Jews, at leafl. I rather wonder they do not 
A\ flock to his ftandard, and become univerfal converts to a dodrine 
fo palatable to ficflx and blood. And yet it does not appear^ that 
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' *' the difguife in which this fimple religion appears, 
<^ as delivered to us through the hands of the Apos- 
*^ ties and primitive Fathers, is not fo clofe, but 
" that, with proper attention, we are al?Ie to look 
?* through ity and difcern its true lineaments."' 

In 

ckher he, or the Socinians of the fixteenth centunr> have made any 
confidcrable number of converts from the race of Abraham. 

The ancient Jews pretended to believe the writings of Mofes, 
aild were much difpleafed with thofe who called their fsuth in quefti* 
on. ; but our Saviojir charges them with infidelity, nptwithftanding 
all their pretenfions to the contrary. See John 5. 39 — 47. To 
hb own Mafler, however. Dr. Prieftley ftands or falls. We have no 
light tojudge of any man's niotives, any farther than he avows them. 
We arc not equal to the tafk ; Chrift was. He might therefore proy 
aoimge upon them with propriety ; we cannot. And with reiped 
to the final fates of men, we are equally incapable of determinmg. 
We Jball all ftand before his judgement feat ^ and recei've according to 
the things done in the hpdy, nxjhether they be good or bad. What al- 
Jknfances will be made for my errors, or for the errors of Dr. Prieft- 
Icy, at that awful time, I know not. I have no doubt, however, 
but every allowance will be granted that we can reafonably defire. 
Dr. Prieftley thinks we are idolatrous for paying divine honour 
unto Jefus : we think he rejefts the only foundation of our redemp- 
tion. The Lord judge between us. I wifh the Dodlor as well as I 
40 my own foul. I believe him to be in a dangerous error. I 
liave made free to tell him (b; and, as far as my mfiuence goes, 1 
have endeavoured to caution my hXiosf creatures againft the poifon 
of his opinions. ' The Dodfcor will pardon me for fo doing. He him - 
felf is a.dinginthefame manner. God grant we may both find 
jnercy of the Lord in ^he day of his appearing. 

^Theological Repofitory, vol. i. p. 428. — " We have the 
" cleareft difplay of ChrilKanity in the Epiftlesofthe New Tefta- 
^ *' ment, every thing neceflary to complete the fyflcm of divine rc- 
' f • veladon being finifhed when the infpired penmen compofed thefe 
•* parts of holy writ. All that our Lord thought fit to leave unfaid 
** had been revealed to the Apoftles by his Spirit, as he had pro- 
*' mifed. His death, and refurredlion, with the lubfequent events, 
** had difpelled all darknefs frcm the minds of the difciples. They 
" now faw dearly the fulfilment of the Old Teftament types and 
f prophecies concerning the Meffiah, and were no longer in doubt 
" with regard to his charader and offices. In the cpillolary part 
f' pf ti^ New Teftament, therefore, we have declared unto us the 



I 
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SECTION VIL 
N all thcle ftrange and unfounded aficrdons. Dr. 
Prieftlcy fccms to have trodden «in the footftcps 
of his predecefibrs in the iame caufe. Socinus^ for 
inftance, the father of the prefent unitarians, declares^ 
that" though the doctrine (of the atonement and la- 
** tisfaction of Chrifl) were found, not only tmce^ 
" hut frequently ^riUen in theholy fcripturesi* I,* 

" indeedj 

" whole coonTcl of God, and herein it is aflertcd, with the peat* 
** eft preci/ion, that our joftification does not flow iolely from the 
** goodnefs of the Father, without any other medium than oinr ic* 
'< pentance and reformation; but that mercy is extended to repent- 
** ing and believing finners through the Son, and that they only 
** are endtled to falvation who come unto God through him."-^ 
How much more juft, and honourable for the word of God, arc 
thefe fentiments, than the ftrange aflertions of the Dodor ? He 
talks of ** difgrnfes,'' as though the New Teftament were delivered 
in types and (hadows as well as the Old ; whereas the veil is mm 
taken away, and tve all n»itb open face btbold as in aglafs tbtglmy 
rftbe Lord, See an excellent little pamphlet upon the atonement 
written by Mr. William Key, Surgeon, of Leeds, in anfwer to Dr. 
Prieftley and Mr. Graham, page S2. 

*If liberties of this kind are to be granted, tt is of very fittle 
confequence what information the fqiiptures contain. Such men ' 
do not properly interpret the word of God ; they make a pew 
religion. 

Dr. Prieilley fays, that the charge which has been brought 
againft him of undervaluing and rejeding tbe authority oftbcfcrip" 
tures is *' contrary to fad and all appearance of fad,*^ and caUs it 
*^ a grofs and unfounded calumny." See Letters to Mr. Bum, p. 3. 

How far this declaration of the learned Dodor can be made con- 
ilftent with all the above degrading fentiments concerning the holy 
fcripturcs I leave the Reader to determine. 

A late pious and celebrated Author fays, '' It would be excufr 

f' able, if thefe menders of the bible would offer theu* hypothefis mo^ 

** deftly. But one cannot excufe them, when they not only obtrude 

'* theirnovel fcheme with the utmoft confidence^ but even ridicule 

* that fcriptural one, which always was, and is now held by men. 
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*^ indeed, would not. therefore believe it to b^'-cn- 
« tirely as you fuppofe. Though the tJivine 6ra- 
^* cles may atteft things to be fo, in appearknce ; 
*^ yet thfey cannoti by any ihearis, be admTtted,." be- 
«^ caufe they are very evidently impoffible: ^^tidy 
J\ therefore, * the facred words . are . forhetimes ex- 
•^ plained, even by unufiial tropes, to a fenfe difFer- 
*^ cnt from their literal fignification.'*' 

"Agairi:-^" Should there be found fome places 
''^ of ^'fcrrpturc, where it Ihould be exprefsly 
*^ written, that God was made man, or did aflume 
** human flefhj they ihould not prefently be taken 
** according as the words found, fince that is alto- 
" gether repugnant to the Divine MajejRys but 
*« would require to be expounded in fuch manner, 
*^ as by figures not utterly unufual in fpeech a fit- 
<^ ter meaning might appear to us/'* 

Again: — " If not once only, but often, it Ihould 

" be written' in the facred fcriptures, that Chrift 

** made fatisfaftion to God for fins; I Would not 

'*^ therefore believe, that the matter is fo, as you 

*^ imagine."^ 

Ae:ain:--- 



-o"* 



<5 of the greatcft learning and piety in the world. Hereby they 
** promote the caufe of infidelity more effedually, than cither 
•* Hume or Voltaire." 

Weflcy's Journal^, No. 16- p. 115 

5De Servatore, part 3. chap, 6. 

*5ocin. Difput. de JefuChrifto, Opcrum Tom. i. p. 714. 

^Idem de Satisf. p. 3. c. 6. p. 204. 
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Again: — '* An^, the greateft force is to be ufcd 
" with words, rather than take them in the obvi- 
" ouj fcnfe/'^ 

Thefe four declarations of Socinus are fuch as to 
render all revelation vague and indecifive to the laft 
degree. It fliall be any thing or nothing as fuits 
tlie interpreter. Befides, he takes for granted what 
is to be proved. How does he know that a Di- 
vine Perfon cannot afliime human flefh? Who told 
him fo? It is certain, the whole Heathen world was 
of a different opinion. Did not all the gods and 
fijoddefles of Greece and Rome take on them at 
times the human form for various purpofcs? Have 
not angels in all ages done the fame ? How does 
Socinus know then, that the true Son of God 
may not unite himfelf in fome fuch way as the for- 
mer are faid to have done, and as the latter certain- 
ly have ? And how can he tell that this Divine Perfon 
might not by his fufFerings and death make a real 
and proper atonement to his great Father for the 
fins of the world ? It is certain the fcripture Jeems 
to favour both thefe doftrines : many men, as learn- 
ed and as pious as he was, have been of this opinion: 
fiich peremptorinefs therefore ill becomes this gen- 
tleman. Expreflions lefs pofitive would have been 
more feemly. He comes ilot to the bible to learn 
his religion, but he brings his fchemc of things to 

the 

^Second Epift. to Balceiimicusj Openun, torn. I. p. 425. 
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the bibk, and then- he twifts, and turns, and winds 
it to his own preconceived fyftem. This is diredly 
Oppo0teto what is right. A condud: the very re- 
Vcrfe would be infinitely proper. 

And again : — ^' The precepts of the Old Tefta- 
^^ ment are for the mod part fuch, that it is hard 
^* .to believe they proceed from God, they are eithejr 
^^ fo light, or vain, or fuperftitious, or even foolifh . 
^ and ridiculous; and, in fhort, they feem not to be 
'^ worthy of God."* 

Well done, maftcr Socinus! This is a coup die 
main. What could Voltaire, that hoary infidel ; of 
what could the devil himfelf, that enemy of rightc- 
oufhels, and father of lies, fay more effeftually to 
fubvert the whole fyftem of the Jcwifh and Chrifti- 
an revelations ? If this is Socinianifm," my/ouly come 
not thou into their fecret ; unto their affembly, mine bo-. . 
' nouTy be not thou united! 

The 

^Second Epiil. to Dadith. 

*A writer of dds defcription in the lafl century, with whofe name 
I am not acquainted, tells his readers, that feveral of the writings 
wUch go under the denomination of Scripture, are mere << fiction 
«• and romance, and pieces of wit and fancy :" that other things 
in the bible are writ *' with exceffive cholor, and impatience, and 
•* unworthy, not only of a pious man, but even of an honell and 
** wife heathen." 

Thefe are the accounts this Socinian writer gives us of the bible. 
It is well known however, that " the whole Chriflian and Jewifh 
** church time out of mind have looked upon the hooks contained 
*' in the Jewdih canon to be infpired, and have, upon all occafions, 
'* appealed to their authority as fuch." • 

Sec Lowth on the Infpiration of the Old and New Teftament, 
p. l8c and 248, a work that obviates moft of the cavils of Dr. 
Prieftfey, and other authors of a fim^ar complexion. 
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The fame gentleman denies alfo, that God can cer- 
tainly forefee free and contingent aftions. " Since 
*^ no reafon," fays he, ^' can be affigncd, and no 
" place of holy fcripture can be produced from 
*' whence it can be clearly collefted, that God 
** knew all things which come to pais before they 
" do take place, we ought to conclude, that fuch 
" foreknowledge of God ought not to be aflertcd 
" by us J efpecially, fuice there are reafons not a 
<' few to be adduced, and fome teftimonies of fcrip- 
" ture are not wanting, which plainly deny any fuch 
*« foreknowledge/'* 

Schlichdngius 

*Bifhop Watfon obfervcs upon this notion, that *' wc oag^t to 
<^ miftnili the extent of our capacities, and to acknowledge^ that 
<' fbreiight appertains to God> and freedom to man, though we 
" cannot, in any wife, comprehend tthe poflibility of their exiflence.'' 

Mr. Locke, fpeaking on the fame fubjeft, fays, ** I own freely to 
*' yon the weaknefs of my underHandmg, that though it be un* 
** queltionable that there is omnipotence and omnifdence in God 
" our Maker, and I cannot have a clearer perception of any thinf 
'' than that I am free ; yet I cannot make freedom in man con- 
'* iiflent with omnipotence and omnifciei>:e in God, though I am as 
" fully pcrfuaded of both as of any truths I moft firmly aflent to. 
'' And therefore I have long fince given off the coniideration of 
'* that quefKon, refolving aUinto this fhort condufion ; that if it be 
'" poilible for God to mSke a free agent, then man is free, though 
" I fee not the way of it." 

See Bifhop Watfon's Sermons and Trads, p. 142. 

Confult alfo Clarke's Difcourfe on the Bemg and Attributes of 
God, p. 95. 

Dr. Bentley too, a man whote penetration few will be inclined to 
call in que/tion, ddivers as his dedded opinion, that *' God can 
" forefee contingencies, the free refolves ot rational agents, as weD ^ 
*' as the moft necelfary events in the material and inanimate world : ' 
" but the divine prefcience does not fopcradd nor imply a fatal nc- 
•* ceffity."— Sermons, p. 393. 
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Schlichtingilis klfoj another authorof tHe Soci- 
nian perfuafion, ^caking of flic energy of 'divine 
grace, and the freedom of the h^mah will, advan- 
ces the foUdwing fentimeht:^— ^^ We cannot con- 
^ *^ cliide, becatilc the fcripture affirms them both; 
*^ that therefore they are hot reptighant the one to 
*« Otit other i but,^ ^s thfeffe two 'thing;5 are iriconfift- 
*' cnt, v/c ought rather to' torichide, that one of 
" theih'is no't itfeiitiorfdd m Itriptui^/? 

fifeekiife thrs gciltle'iiikn ^nds 'himfcft'*ijhable to 
ifefcottcilfc^thcfe two things;, divihe ^ce and human 
libclty,"'boai whidh'afc doiftrines'nibft tiitdoubtedly 
'tibght in holy ^t; ' he takes' his etftical kiii'fe, arid 
-cilfs 'tHe (jondiih khoi ki xinc ftl^oke, by pofiti vely 
dfciiyihg'thi' f^ft^ StrdK fhnk art never at a lofs to 
prove any thing or nothing as fuits their piirpoic.! 
Tftfe'blbfe.isa nierfe nbfc ofWM in their hands, and 
tlicy take ind tw2t it t^ich Wj^ fdcvtfr' the i^cf 

■ '■ ''<?- • : •• = '• Oftbrodiis 

* Ad Mcifn. 'Dif. SdOnJfyibt.^^^Tht'i^ to deal 

\* with (the. ^ocinkiis}df) Ti^. confidently thing that 

** comb mto'thwheidi/ Be* ifhi^Ver To little proroble, fo they, 
«* ttay thereby give any plaufible iblotions of the, difficulties in 
'* which they find themfelv^s entangled and.^fplext : and they 
•* are much' given to vaunt of thdr unanfweiOTle arguments, fo 
'f they call them, whi6h are inany times but weak objections, fdch' 
^' as 9X2jen of learning and wit fhould be aflianled of." 

Affix's jfudgtiient, p. 8. .. 

The lite biihop Newton obferves upon the Socinians, that 
'* their writings and apologies llrike out no new light, furnifli no 
** new matter^ nor even one ntw argument to the purpofe : thcjr 
*' are only a dull repetition of flale oli^^ns, which have been 
•* refuted over and dver again.*' 
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Oftorodus fays, that *' when Solomon in his Pro- 
*' verbs fpeaks any thing concerning manners, if it 
*^ be not exprcfely fpoken, that is, either com- 
*' manded or forbid by Moles in the Law, .it is no 
** lAore obligatory than the wife advice and doc- 
*' trine of any other man."* 

Enjedinus, an overfeer of the Socinian churches 
in Tranfilvania, attacks tfie authority of St. JPaul's 
EpifUe to die Hebrews in ftrong terms. He fays, 
*' the things which this author writes concerning 
•^ the tabernacle, chap. 9. i. may be confuted out 
" of the Old Teftament — that. he ieems,.to. u^ 
'' foolifh arguings, and to affcrt fome thingswhich 
'* arc manifeftly felfc — ^and that this Epiftle feen\s 
*^ to favour certain heretical and errrpneou? opi- 
" nions."* 

*^ Ifi" lays he again, " a concifc, abrupt obfcu- 
" rity, inconfiftent with itfelf, and made up of al- 
*' legories, is to be called fublimity of fpeech, I 
*' own Jphn to be fublime : for there is fcarce one 
*' difcourfe of Chrift, which is not altogether allc- 
*^ gorica^ and very hard to be underftood." 

Gagncius, another chaiiipion for Socinus, treats 
St. Paul again with equal indignity : — " I (hall not 
*' a little glory," lays- this vam man, " if I fliall be 
*' found to give fome light to Paul's darknefs ; a 
•* darknefs, as fome think, induftrioufly afFefted/* 

Mnftitut. cap. 30. 
>See his Explicat. of this EpilBe. . 
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I will add the very juft and fmart refleftions of 
the learned Blackwall upon thefclaft two writers:-^— 
" Mind,*' fays he, ^^ the modefly and moderation bf 
" the enemies of found Chriftianity ! Let any of 
^^ the folloT^ers of thcle worthy interpreters of the 
*' goipcl, and champions of Chriftianity, fpeak 
" worfe, if they can, of the ambiguous orades of 
*« the father of lies! ' ' ' 

*^ Thefe fair-dealing gentlemen firft difguiCe the 
** facred writers,, and turn them into a harih allego- 
*^ ryi by eluding the exprefs^ teftimonies and proofs 
*\ of bur/Sa,yiour^ eternal divinity;, and'tTjcn c^harge 
*' thcin with thbit pbfcurity and incohfifteiicyrwhich 
^' is plainly confcquent upon that ferife w^ich their 
** heretical interpretations force upon them- They 
'* outrage the divine writers in a double capacity : 
** firft, they debafe thcii* fenfe as theologues and vgj 

'^ commentators ; and then carp at and vilify their 
*' • language as grammarians and critics/'* 

The learned CrcUiusalfb, another Socinian wri- 
tef, as quoted by Biftiop Stillingfleet, fays, " that 
'* the Prophets and Apoftles afFefted tricks of wit, 
'* playing with words, ufing them fonfetimes in 
*' one fenfe, and prefently quite in another/' — So • 
he fays of Ifaiah, " that he affefts little elegancies 
^« of words and verbal allufions, which makes him 
^^ ufe words' fomctimes out of their proper and na- 
G 2 " tural 

♦Sacred Claffics, vol. i . p. 228. 
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'* tural fcnfc/* Thence he tells us, " the fuffcrings 
" pf Chri^ are called chaftifements, though they 
^^ have nothing of the nature of chaftifements in 
^' them/'V 

Smalcius, another writer of the f^tnc complexion, 
is not afhamed thus to cxprefs hinifelf : — " Wc be- 
" lieve, that though we fhould find it, not once^ nor 
" twic^y hut very frequently and moft exprejsly writ-, 
" teh in the Jcrifture^ that God was made mm-^ it 
<^ ^leould Be much better, as it is an abfurd propofi- 
'^ don, entirely contrary to found reafon, and fiiU 
^^ of'blaiphemy, to mvcnt fomc way of Ipealdiig^ 
« which might render it fafe to be affirmed of God, 
*' rather than to underftand it in the literal ichfe."*' 

i will clofe thcfe inftances of Socinian writers 
wth the declaration of LejClerc, and Dr. Whit- 
, by's reflcftions upon it :r— *^ Becaufe,*' fays this 
Dutch Divine, ^* the allegorical writers of the Jews' 
" at that time accommodated innumerable places 
^' to the Mefliah, not relying upon any granimati- 
" cal interpretation, but a certain old cuftdin'of 
" explaining the fcripture after this manner; and 
«' becaufc they interpreted the hundred and tenth; 
•' pfalm of the Mefliah, the Ikcrcd writer makes 

^^ ufc 

•On the Sui!«iing« of Chrilt, ch. 2. fefl; 1 1 .— TEc (k6ie Crcfli- 
lis not being able to accommodate the introdttdion of St. John's 
goijpel to the Socinian fcheme> rejefted it as fpurious^ without any 
rtaMnable pretence whatever for fo doing. "^ 

^Hom. 8. ad cap, r. Joh.— • 
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*' life of that interpretation to his purpofc | and bc-r 
*' caufc they acknowledged the Meffiah ought to 
^' be like Melchifedecj "he reafons againft dicni 
^' from their own conceffions, not againft other 
" men who might have denied what he aftirmed : 
^^ otherwifc, if the thing be confidered in itfelf, no 
f* ftrong or grammatical argument can be drawn 
" againft others from that hiftory; and therefore 
*' fuch things arc not too much to be urged now, 
*' becaufe that way ofexplaining>fcripturc is grown, 
" out of ufe/' ' That is/ fays^Dr. Whitby upon 
this infufFerable paflage^ * the Apoftle proceeds 

* all along upon weak grounds, and urges argu- 
^ ments, that in themfelyes depend on falfehoods, 
f only becaufe fome filly Jews had faid the fame 
'^ thing before him. I read indeed in profane 
f Celfus this vile refleftion on the facred penmen, 
< that they produce things unknown, fanatical, un- 
f certain, and which no wife man thinks to be of 

* ^"any ftrength: but I am forry to find a Chriftian 
V writer thus expofmg them to the contempt and 
f fcorri of anti-fcripturifts. Chrift is a prieft for- 

* ever after the order of Mekhijedec^ faith the Apos- 
^ tie, Heb. 6. 20. So indeed you tell us out of 
! the idle tales, and allegorical interpretations of 
^ fbme brain-lkk Jews, faith Mr. Le Clerc ^ but 
f without all ground. li is exceedin^y mmifefi^ 

, < faith the Apoftle, that another^ priefl fhould arifey 

\ after the order of MilcbifedeCf chap. 7. 15. It 

Gj Ms 
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' is no fuch thing, faith Mr. L? Clcrc s this fellows 

* only from the vain conceflions of the Jews : ana- 

' ther man may deny what you thus confidently » 

* affirm. — // is exceedingly mamfefiy faith the Apos- 
' tie J for tbefcripture teftifies this, by Jayingy Tbou 

* arf- a prieji forever after the order of Meicbifedec^ 

* verfe 17. And God hath confirmed this by an 

* oath, in thefe words, The Lord Jvoare^ and will 
' not repefity Thou art a priefi forr^er. You make 
« ufe of a Rabbinical interpretation, faith Mr. Lc 

* Cierc, and call that falfcly a fcripture teftimony; 
' but anodier man may deny what you thus aflume,* 
' for no ftrong or grammatical argument can be 

* drawn from thefe words.'' 

Such 

'Whitby's Comment on the New Tcftament, Heb. 7. i.— See 
more of Le Clerc's indecent liberties with the writings of the New. 
Teilamentin MUner's Animadverfions^ pailim. 

I am fony to have occafion to obferve, that the amiable Mr. 
Lindfey, to whom I am under great obligations, which I have a 
fincere pleafure in acknowledging, has fallen into this degrading 
mode or interpretation, in order to efbbliih that fyftem of rdigkm 
he has io ardently embraced. Indeed, his fcheme can never *be 
maintained upon the principles of fair and moderate interpretation. 
This appears to me a great and jull objection to it. But his zeal 
for the inter efts of that party in which he is embarked, will not 
fufFer him to difcover the violence he has for many years been do- 
ing to the word of God. Abundance of inftances might he pro- 
duced from his own writings to juflify thefe .a/Tertions ; but 1 will 
tranfcribc only the following, which I find at the I48tb. page of 
Dr. Price's fermons on the Chriftian Dodlrine, and call upon the 
Reader to judge, whether, if fuch interpretations are to be conii- 
dered as the only juft ones, the bible is not the mod fallacious book 
in the world. If he wifhes to fee any other fpecimens of a fimilar 
](ind he may he amply gratified in the nerufal of this very worthy 
and ingenious gentleman's various publicauons. They contaia 
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Such are the opinions of thefe Writers concern- 

Jng the authority of holy fcripture* I believe the 

G 4 difcerning 

much trutht but> as it feems to me, moch dangerous error. I 
don't know whether even Swedenborg hinvfelf has wandered much 
fartfier from the path of fcriptural trudi, th^ this learned man and 
his friend Dr. Pneftley. — But — the paflage I promifed to produce 
from Dr. Price is as follows : — Mr. Lmdfey fays in his Sequel, page 
466, &c. that the exaltation of Chrifl to God's right-hand, far 
abtyue ail might and dominion , and every name that is named , not on- 
lyi in this *world, but in that ^which is to come ; angels, authorities, 
and powers, being madefubjeS to. him; is fpoken of in accommodati- 
on to the ideas of the Jews and Gentiles of thofe days, who believed 
there ivere fuch fpiritual beings as angels and demons; and means 
only the difplay of a divine power in the fupport of the gofpel and 
its eilablifhment among men. — The throne to which Chrifl was 
advanced, was, according to him (ibid. p. 243) not any ftation of 
dignity in heaven, but the fubje£ti(»i of the world to his gofpel ; 
and his glory with the Father, mentioned John 17. 5. was the glo- 
rious fuccefs of the gofpel. His power over allflejh (John 17. 2.J 
to give eternal life to as many as the Father hath given him, was on- 
ly his power ** to afford men full aiTurance of the benevolent pur- 
" pofe of God to bellow eternal life upon them, and to fumiih 
«* them with the means of virtue that lead to it," p. 249. ** A- 
«' ereeably to the prejudices and imaginations of Jews and Gen- 
>« oles, the fubjedhon of all mankind to the rules of piety and vir- 
^' tue delivered by Ghrifl is fhadowed out under the imagery of a 
^ mightv king to whom all power was given in heaven and earth, 
** placed above angels, principalities, &c." p. 473. Ingenious men 
wiH fometimes advance ver^ ftrange and abiurd propofitions. % 
One would have fuppofed, did we not knowtheferiousfpiritofthe 
writer, that he rather meant to expofe, than cxplam, the wor4 
of God. With equal eafe might one convert the whole myftery 
of. redemption into an allegory, as feme have conildered the hif- 
tory of the fall. Deifm itielf, is, in my opinion, more defenfi- 
'We than Chriflianity, if fuch interpretations are to be admitted, 
Mr. Lindfey has moreover been fo much off his guard as to affert, 
^' that the Fathers of the three firfl centuries, and confequently all 
" Chriftian people, for upwards of three hundred years after Chrift, 
'* till the Council of Nice, were generally Unitarians, what is now 
** called either Arian or Socinian." Apology, p. 23, 24. Now 
the truth of this aflertion I, with all poffible confidence, deny, 
and hope to make appear at large in another place, that there is 
f\Ot even the fhadow of truth in it. Jn the mean time X fhall r^fe^ 
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difccming Reader will agree wiih me, that if Soci- 
nianifm requires luch violence to be done to that 
divine volume, it is not lb near an univerfal recep- 
tion as Dr. Pneftley and his friends predict it to be. 
Such declarations are, in fac'l, a gi^•ing up the point. 
No man need wi(h to reduce the enemies of found 
Chriftianiry to more humiliaring conceflions, than 
to oblige them, either to renounce their hetero- 
doxy, or to treat the word of God with fuch bare- 
faced indignirj-. The caufe muft be defperatc 
which requires fuch defperate expedients.' 

SECTION 

the P.eader, who wifn^s for fatisf^ifdaD en chu kcad» to Mr. 
Bargh's " Inqair\' into the Belief of the Chriftians of the firll three 
'' ceriCuries^refpeiting the one Godhead of the Father, Son, amd 
" Holy Ghosl :" and to Dr. Randolph's •* Vindication of the 
*' Worship of the Son and the Holy Gholl :" where I promife hia 
ample evidence to the contrary. Nay, even Mr. Lindicy's great 
friend and champion, the Rev. Dr. Prieltley, deferts him on this 
ground; ([ caU him his champion, becaufe Mr. Lindfe^' fays *' he 
" 13 eqaal to an hotl of advcrfane^." Vindiciz, pref p. 4.) for 
he gives ap the great bulk of t.ic Fathers in defpair : " I allow," 
fays he, " all that biOiop Bull and Mr. Burgh alcribe to the Fa- 
*' th:r-, of the fecond and third century ; I allow that they held 
*' the doctrLie of the divinity of the Son, at leaft, but it was an a 
** qualified fenfc, and by no means the'Ume that was maintained 
•* after the Council of Nice." Defence of Unit, for 1787, pJ 1^9. 
See, by all means, Burgh's and Randolph's valuable works* with 
bilhop Bull's Defence, and then judge. 

■'* Wh^t do thcfe men mean by fuch fnggeftions as thcfe ? Are 

'' the)' refolred to fct up Deifin amon? us, and in order there* 

*' unto, to undermine the authority of the New Teftament ? For 

V it ii> not only St. Matthew's gofpel, but St. Luke's and 3c, 

" John's, which chey ftrike at, under the pretence of reprefentiqg 

" the argumenu of thefe wretched Ebionites. If their arguments 

•' are mean and trifling, and merely precarious, why are they not 

" fligiited and anfwered by fuch as pretend to be ChriAians ? if 

** they think them good^ we fee what we have to do with thcfe 
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men : it is not the dodiine of the Trinity to mach a^ the au* 
tfiority of the gofpels, which We arc to maintain againft them : 
and not thofe only ; for the Ekionites rejededall St. FauPs ipiftUu 
and called him an apqftaie and a tran/grefor oftheta^. What 
fay our Unitarians to this ? Why truly, S^«/ comet from Epipba^ 
niusf and hecaufe he quotes no authpr, it feems to be one of his mali^ 
cious tales. This is a very fhort way of anfwering, if it would 
{z,6&(f any men of fenfe. But they ought to have remembered, 
that widun a £tw pages, they ailedge Epiphanius as a very 
competent witnefs about th^ E^^mitt, hecaujk he ^was born in 
Palefiine cind lived very near it ^ But we do not rely wholly 
UpoH £piphaniusin this mattef. for thofe wholh they allow to 
be the befl witnefles, as to the dodbine of the Naz^renes, fay 
the lame thing concerning them : As the moft learned Origen\ 
as they call him, nuho lived a long time in Syria and Pakfiine it* 
felf: and he affirms, that bot% forts ofEbionites rejeeied Si.' 
FauPi epiftUs: and Theodoret, who, fay they, lived in Ccelejyriat 
where the Naxarenes moft abound ^ affirms of them, that they aL 
lov;ed only the gofpel according to the Hebrevjs, and called the A'- 
poftle an apofte^tey by whom they me^nt St. Paul. And the fame 
is faidby St Jerome who converfed among them ; that they look on 
St, Paulas a tranjgreffbr of the lavj, and receive noneofhis vfritings, 
— ^Have we not now a very comfortable account of the canon of 
the New Teftament from thefe ancient Unitarians ? And if our 
modem ones account them their predeceifors, we m^y judge, 
^at a mean opinion they niufl haire of the writmgs of the New 
Teftainent. For if they -had any concernment for them, \hcy 
would never fuffer fuch fcandalous infinpations to pafs without 
a fevere cenfure and a fufficient anfwer. But their work feems 
to be rather to pull down, thamto eltablilh the authority of rc- 
vealied religion ; and we know what fort of men are gnLtiiied 
by it." 

StiUingflcet on the Trinity, p. 26— 29. 
'' The Ebiomtes had many things m common with the Naza- 
** renes," fays Michaelis, *' but they had their peculiar, and thofe 
*' monftrous, errors. They likewife made ufe of the Hebrew gof- 
*' pel of St. Matthew, but they had it more corrupted, Epipha- 
'* nius fays it was defedive, corrupt, and inipertefSlk— The two . 
** firft chapters— are omitted, and more or lefs of the beginning is 
V wanting in moft of the Hebrew gofpels." 

Ledures on the New Teftament, fe^. 99. 
We have before obferved, that Dr. Prieftley, in order to get 
clear of the miraculous conception, rejeds the tw^ fir ft chapters of 
iSt. Matthew and St. Luke's gofpels. I have offered fomc reafons 
whicli appear to me conclufive for their authenticity. To thefe, 
however, 1 would moreover add in this place, that, befides Igna- 
tius, the difcij^le of St* John^ who afterted the miraculous ctnccp* 
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SECTION VIII. 

HOW different to thefe hateful declarations^ of 
Dr. Prieftley, and his predcccffors in the 

) feme 

tuxky and confcqoently held die genuinenefs of thefe chapters, Jafl 
en, who died a martyr, A. D. 167, and Irenxus, who was be- 
headed, A. D. 202, both frequently quote the four chapters ih 
<queffion. And it is remarkable, that TertuUian alfo, who lived to 
a good old age> and died, A. D. 246, not only frequently quotes 
the fame chapters, but exprefsly fays, that the authentic copies of 
the (criptures were extant in the churches founded by the Apoftles 
in his days. His words are, '^ quorum literse authenticae adhuc 
recitantur.'" It is well known likewife, that moft of the follow^, 
ing Fathers, whofe writings are come down to our own times, fre- 
quently quote the fame chapters ; and none of the Ancients ever 
called their authenticity in queflion, hut the Ebionites, or other he- 
retics, who rejedlcd at the fame time nearly the whole of the New 
Teftament. — For fome thoughts on the miraculous concepdon fee 
Allix*s RefledUons upon the books of the N. T. chap. 8. 

^Thc Fadiers of the church were unanimous in their belief of the 
xofpiradon of the holy fcriptures. They always fpake of them 
with great reverence and refped, whereas thefe Socinian writers 
treat them litde better than the deiils themfelves. I will produce 
a few of their declarations in oppofition to Dr. Priefiley and his 
learned afTociates. 

1. Clemens Romanus fays, " that the Apoftlcs preached the gof- 
'* pel, being filled with the Holy Spirit : that the fcriptures are the 
«* true word of the Spirit, and that Paul wrote to the Corinthians 
** things that were true by the aid of the Spirit." 

2. Polycarp tells the Philippians, " that none could attain the 
*• wifdom of Paul, by which he wrote to them." 

3. Juftin^aityr fays, " that the gofpels were written by men 
•* fifll of thdHoly Ghoii, and that the facied writers fpoke by in- 
•* fpiration.'' 

4. Irenjeus fays, *' that all the Apoftles received the gofpcl by 
*' divine reveladon as well as Paul, and that by the will of God 
** they delivered it to us as the foundation and pillar of our faith ; 
'" that the fcriptures were didlated by the Spiiit of God, and there- 
'• fore it is wickednefs to contradK^l them, and facrilegp to make 
** any alteration in them." 

'Grotius and otners interpret thefe words of the original copiea 
of die books of the N. T. in the hand writing of their refpedive au- 
thors. See Dc Veritate, b. 3. c. 2. and Murray's Evidences, p. 89. 
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fame caufe, were the fentiments of the follow- 
ing 

5. Clemens Alexandrinus fajrs, *' that we who have the fciip- 
** tures are taught of God ; that the fcriptures are eftablifhed by 
f* the authority of God ; that the whole fcripture is the law of 
*^ God, and that they are all divine/* 

6. Origen fays, " that the fcriptures proceeded from the Holy 
*' Spirit ; that there is not one tittle in them but what exprefles a 
*' divine wifdom ; that there is nothing in the law, or me pro- 
*' phets, or the gofpels, or the epiftles, ^^ich did not proceed from 
** the fulncfs ofthe Spirit ; that we ought with all the faithful to 
*' fay, that the fcriptures are divinely impired ; that the gofpelt 
" are admitted as divine in all the churches of God; that the 
" fcriptures are no other ^than the organs of God." 

7. Tertullian teftifies, '* that fcripture is the bafis of faith ; that 
** all L'hriiHans prove their do6lrines out o£ the Old and New Teila- 
** ment ; aad that the majelly of God fuggefted what Paul wrote," 

8. , An ancient writer in Eufebius fays, " that they who corrupt! 
** the facred fcriptures aboliih the flandard of the ancient faith, 
** neg!e£ling the words of the divine, writings, out of regard to 
** their own reafonings ; and afterwards, that they either do not 
*' believe that the Holy Spirit uttered the divine fcriptures, and 
" then they are infideis, or think tlienifcives wifer than th^ Spirit, 
*f and lb feem to be poflefled." 

9. Theophilus Antiochenus fays, " that the Evangelifts and 
*' Apoflles wrote by the fame Spirit that infpired the Prophets." 

10. The fucceeding fathers ofthe ciiurch fpeak fo exprefsly and 
copioufly on this head, that it feems not neceffary to purfue the ca- 
talogue any further. 

•Doddridge's Ledhires, p. 325. 

We may here add the words of the Emperor Conftantine the 
Qi'eat to the fame purpofe: — " It would be a grievous, a very 
*' grievous. thing" fays he, ''if, after the enemies (the Heathens) 
*' are deftroyed, and there are none 'to oppofe us, we fhould fall out 
'* among ourfelves, to the great joy and pleafure ofthe adverfar^es ; 
" efpecially being to debate about divine matters, and having be- 
*' fore us the dodrine written by the infpiration of the Holy Spirit : 
" for the gofpel, and the wri'tine? of the Apoftles, and ancient 
*' Prophets, plainly teach us whatfnotions we ought to entertaiti 
*' concerning the nature of God. Wherefore laying afid? all per- 
" nicious contention, let us from the infpired oracles take a folutiox^ 
'* of allourquelHons." 

Speech to the Council of Nice. 

See other teftimonies to the infpiration of the holy fcriptures 
from the Fathers in Whitby's General Preface to the Gofpds* 
p. 13. 14. 
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ing Worthies ! Men, furcly as capable of judging 
concerning truth and error as either he, or any of 
his Socinian brethren can pretend to be ! They were 
perfons of equal learning, at leaft, to fpeak n)odcft- 
?y of them ; of equal compafs and ftrcngth of mind; 
of equal piety and regard to truth; and yet they al- 
ways held the holy Icriptures in the higheft cftima- 
tion. " Oh," faid that gredt French Icholar Salma- 
fius, when he came to die, 'f I have loft a world 
" of time; of time, the moft precious thing in the 
" world ; whereof had I but one year longer, it 
f* Ihould all be fpent in David's Pfalms and Paul's 
•* Epiftles." It is exceedingly probable from tbi$ 
folemn declaration, made at Ihe moft folcmn of 
all feafons, that Salmafws had a very different 
opinion of St. Paul from the Doftor, who has 
the vanity to fay, " He thinks be basfiewn thai the 
'^ Apoftk ofien rsafcns incondupvelyJ"^ 

'f Propofc 



'Hov;' much nore becomiDgly ^iocb the late Mr. Robinfim fd 
Cambridge fpeak of the writings of this great ApoiUe ? '* Poffibly^ 
&ys he, " we may not perceive the coherence of fome of St. Paiil*% 
*' dircoarfes^ pardcolarly in his epiftles : bat that may be owing^ 
•' either to our want of attending to the drift of the ap<^e, or to" 
^* our ignorance of fome opinions, cofloms, or other parucolars to 
" ^ich he may refer, well known in the tirnr -.vhen he wrote, on 
*' which account fome parages in his letters may appear dark tot 
*' us, which Ihonc with a full light to thol'e to whom they we^ 
'' direded. But for the mod part the coherence and forcible rea- 
** Toning of this Apoftle's difcourfes in his letters are plainly con- 
*' fpicnous to attentive readers. With what force of reaibning 
«* docs he in fome of his epifUes (hew the inability of the Mofidc 
** law to juftify men ? What a chain of folid reaioning do we par- 
" ticulariy find in his epiftle to the Hebrews, about the infufficiea- 
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'* Propoife tome any thingout of the bible/' fays 
the immortal Chillingworth, '^ and require whe- 
*^ ther I b^liev^ it or no i and leeni it never fo .in- 
'^ comprehenfible to fiiiman reaibn, I will fubfcribc 
" it hand and heart; as knowing no demonftrafipii 
•^' cah fee ftrOYigfer than this j God hath faid'- fc^ 
^^ therefore it is.triie,''* 

AgVih:^«'I pitffefi fin^cfely, that I bcBevc 
>^ all thofe books of fcriptare, which the church of 
" Engjiatid ricfcoiihts cahoniciil, ito- be the infalUbk 
** word of Gdd.. . I believe aH things evidently con- 
*' tdned in them ; . all things evidently, qv even pro- 

^* bably, deducibleftom-^tbem/;-^ : ^ 

•■ T- • The 

^* cy* of the anciqjt Sacrifices ? ^iik\kCm.gxt2xSa^ 

'^ ing does the Apoille \a. his letter to the. Romans, endeavour to 

^' convince the Jcwm, that God is the God of the Gentles ai well 

'* aiofthcjcws?" \ 

Tranilation of Claude's EiJky^ vql. i. p. 40. . 

fRcIjgkmof PirOteftants, ch. 6. fed. c6,— ^'itid. pfef. p. J2.— ^ 
The re^dions of the exceUently.leameqBifhopNewoome upon the 
four : gpipels ^re. worthy , the moil ferious attention of alT the 
^nos of religion and learning. Dr. Middleton and Dr. Prieftley 
Im^ both made obje^ons to feveral parts of thofe inefHm^ible wri- 
Qfgs. The Biihpp delivers his opinion in th^ following molt cab* 
qid! and agreieable manner ;— '^ 1 have endeavoured/* fays he, 
*« to folve every.feeming inconfiftenpy. which others.have imputed 
" to the £vahgeiiAs> or which I cMi difcern on a careful ftudy of 
*' them. Some of the difficulties are fuch, that we may fay of 
'' .ihem* as Lc Clerc Oiys of the two^genealogies> univerfam anti- 
y . «|^tatcri|^ exercitam habUere. If my fubjed has Occaiionally led 
*'< me to the difcuffion of minute points, let it be recolledled that 
** they are minuteneifes in /^^ moft important bifiory t<ver deti^vered 
*' to mankind A^ 

^f I have had a fMU-ticular view to the difficulties propofed by 
*' Dr. Middletod with his ufual eloquence and acuteneis : and I 
*^ had pieafure in obferving, that this able wfitej is (b weak in mav 
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The r.o icis crlebr2'-=-'i .Mr. Locke c.-rerraincd 

a much 

" ry cS his atiacks I am hccce pir:!y penuidcd, hut more from 
" a'clofc aufrd-cr. to :hc lah'ed, that iii\irxib'e cfcjeidor^ cajuoc 
" be prodoced ; and that feme firiendi to Ckriiiiamr.- ha%-e grazited 
" more refpeding ml ccncndicnoci is the gotp^l tha.. ia adver- 
•* {anei can extort. 

** Dr. FriefUey in hb late harnx»y has revived Mr. Mann's 
'* cpicicr. with regard to cur Lord*s mini Serial year. — In other 
•' rcfpccis the !cr.dir.er.:s cf Dr. Middletcn and Dr. Priefticy on 
*' the fubjed of the fo«ir gofpeli bear a great reiemblance to each 
" other. — Each der.ies the plenary and ccnibnt ir.lf L-a:ion of the 
« Evangelifb ; each thiiiks that his opinion on this liibjed pro- 
" motes :he ciiufeof Chiiilianity ; each appeals to tact in proof of 
" 1 1 ; each 2J!cw5 Inperfed xnfcrmatioa, and irreccr.c:IeaoIe and 
'* erroneous accccnts, is thefe uTiters ; and each admiti their eri- 
" dencc in inironant fads^ while he rejeds i: in feme minute and 
" clraimftantialor.es. 

** The rcfi:!t cf n^y thoughts and ecqciriesi5> that every genoiiie 
*' propofition in fcnpture, whether dcibinai or hiftorica!. contains 
" a truth when it is rightly underllocd; that the Evangeliils con- 
" ccived alike cf the tads related by them, but fbmecimes place 
'* them in diiFerent lights, and make a fcledion of diliierent dr- 
'* cumftances acconipan)«ing them ; and that their iceming Taria- 
" t:cr.s wonid initandy vai^, were the hiftory krxwn to us in its 
" precife order and b all its circuci (lances. 

" The real diJficuIdes in harmonifing the gofpels may be reda- 
" Qt'l 10 a few points. I am perluaded that all of them will at 
** length yield to the efforts of rational criticifm ; and that the 
*' ma;ler-key is attention to the manner of the Evangeliib. I 
*' /h.al! not here difcufs at large fo-copious a fubjed as the infpira* 
*' tion of the fcriptures ; but leave the Reader to judge whether 
" in the gofpeh this doidrihe is contrary to plain fad, as ibme 
" have a^rmed, and whether their more than human perfedion ii 
** atfcded by fuch fuppofed inconfiHencies as Dr. Middleton and 
" Dr. Prieftlej' have pointed out. — The difficulties are not inex- 
'* tricable ; as fome appear to be, which occur in the accounts of 
•' Socrates by Plato and Xenophon. 

'* Strong prefumptions of their inrpiration arife from an accurate 
-' comparifon of the gofpels, from their bein^ fo wonderfully fup- 
•' jl^mental to each other in pafTages reconcileable only by the 
** laggeftion of a feemingly indiSerent circumftance, and from 
•' their real agreement jn the midil of a feeming difagreemcnt. 
*' Truth, like honcfty, often negleds appearances : hypocrify and 
•' impoflure are always guarded. 

Preface' <b the Harmony of the Gofpels. 
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a much, inorc honourable and becommg opinion of 
the. word of God in general than the philofophical 
Divine in queftion... For,, to a young man, defirous 
of information, he faid, " Study the holy fcriptures, 
. *^ cfpeciallythc New /Teftament; therein are con- 
•^" tairicd the words of eternal life. It has God for 
<^ its authors falvationfor its end j and truth witboia 
** any mixture oferror^tor its matter/'* 

Again : — '^ Thofe who difguife or difetteem the 
** holy fcriptures, may be lifted under fbme of thefe 
*^ denominations — the proud, heady, high-minded, 
*!F luperficial boafters — the low, carnal, indolent, 
** heavy fcnfualifts — the confident, mialicibus, ra- 
** ging, wicked hearts of unbelief "* 

Again: — " Thefe holy writers, namely, tKe pen- 
«* mo} of the fcriptures, injpired from above, writ 
*' nothing but truth , and in moft places very 
'^ weighty truths to us nowj for the expounding, 
^* clearing, and confirming of the Chriftian doc- 
*' trine; and. eftablifhing thofe in it who had cm- 
"braced it; "• . 
. Again: — ^^ The other parts of divine revelation 
/ « are objefts of faith, -and are fo to be received, 
^^ They are truthis, whereof no'one can be rejefted; 
" ilone that is once known to be fuch, may or 

** ought to be difbelieved,'*^ 

' Again: 

♦Pofthumous Works. 

5 Common Place Book^ preface. 

*Rcafonab. of Chriftianity, p. 139,— ^Ibid. fame pageJ 
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Again : — Of the inlpiration of holy fcripture he 
frequently fpeaks thus: — ** The unqueftioiiable 
*^ word of God/'— " Truths delivered bythcSpi- 
" rit of God in the bible."—" The infpired wri- 
** tings of the holy fcriptures." — " Every part of 
" it is his word, and ought every part of it to be 
" believed by every Chriftian man, according as 
« God fhall enable him to underftand it."—" The 
^' whole revelation of God; all the divine truths 
** contained in holy fcripture ; which every Chrifti- 
" an man is tinder a ncceflit)" to believe, (b far as' 
" it fliall picafe God, upon his fcrious and conftant 
" endeavours, to enlighten his mind to underftand 
« them/'* 

All thcfc things this great man fpeaks of die ho- 
ly Ifcripturcs in general. He bears likewife a moft 
honourable teftimony to the writings of St. Paul in 
paiticular i a tcftimony as oppofite to that of Dr. 
Pricftley as is the north from the fouth pole. I 
will be at the pains to tranfcribe it, that the reader 
may fee how little dependence is to be placed upon 
tlie aflcrtions of this learned Divine. For if any 
'confidence is to be repofed in the judgment of man, 
on fuch matters as thefe, Mr. Locke's will go, and 
ought to go, at leafl, as far as Dr. PriefUey's. In 
oppofition then to the Doftor, who has treated the 
writings of St. Paul with fuch Jhameful indignity^ 
this great man fays: — " St. Paul is certainly a co- 

" herent, argumentative, pertinent writer." 

Again : 
*Vin^€aUox> of the Reafooablencrs of^GxnBasaaty, pafliin^ 
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Again: — " Coherence pf difcourfe,vand a dire6l 
" tendency of all parts of it to the" argument in 
^^ hand/ are moft emii^ciitly to be fquhd'ih him. 
" This I take to be his^chara'aeri-alid'doubt not 
^^ buthe. winbefbiind io be fo upon diKgcnt exa- 



mination,^' 



Again:— ^^ He that reads St. Paul with atten- 
** don, will eafily dbferyei that as he was '.lyij of the 
. *^ doftrihe of the.^ol]pel ;. fo it lay .all clear arid in 
. " order op^n to . h,is view. When' he gave his 
'.'thoughts utterance .uj)pn any point, the matter 
'' flowed like a torrent; biit it is plain,' it was a mat- 
.''Iter he was perfectly mafter of. ' He fully ppHels- 
" ed the entire reyelatipn he had deceived *^rom 
" God, had thoroughly digefted it: all ^tkfe ^arts 
" were formed together in his mirid ihtci' one well 
" contra^ed harrp'6nious body j. fo' diaCt he wais no 
" .w4y at an u;>cer|:ainty, i^or even in the leaft at a 
"■ Ibis, concerning iany branch of it. . Oine triay fee 
" his thoughts were all of isi piece in all hif epiflles ; 
^' Ms notions' were it all times uriiform; and con- 
-^ ftantiy tjiie fame^ though his ' expreiTibris very 
" various.'' 

And again: — " I remenibered that St. \l^aul was 
" • miriiculoufty called ta the miniftry of the gofpel, 
" and declared to be. a. chofen vefftl; that he had 
" the whole doftrine of the gofpel from Grod by im- 
" mediate reveliation; and was appointed to be the 
" Apoftle of the Gentiles, for the propagating of it 

H '^in 



/I4. Stritfureson 

*' in the Heathen world. This was enough to pef- 
" fuade me, that he was not a man of loofe ai^ 
" fhattered parts, uncapable to argue, and unfit to 
** convince thofe he had to deal with. God knows 
" how to chufe fit inftruments for the bufincfs he 
** employs them in. A large (lock of Jewifli leam- 
'* ing he had taken in at the feet of Gamaliel, aqd 
*' for his information in Chriftian knowledge, and 
" the myfteries and depths of the difpenlation of 
«' grace by Jefus Chrift, God himfelf had condef^ 
*' cended to be his inftrudkor and teacher. The 
" light of the gofpel he had received from the fbun- 
" tain and Father of light himfelf, who, I concluded, 
" had not fumilhed him in this extraordinary man- 
" ner, if all this plentiful dock of learning and ij- 
" lumination had been in danger to have been loft, 
" or proved ufelels,^in a jumbled and confufed 
^' head > nor have laid up fuch a ftore of admi ra- 
" ble and ufefiil knowledge in a man, who, for 
" want of method and order, cleamefs of conccp- 
" tion, or pertinency of difcourfe, could not draw 
" it out into ufc with the greatefl: advantages of 
** force and coherence.'" 

This^'is the teftimony the profound author of the 
Eflay on Human Underftanding bears to the wri- 
tings of St. Paul. How dilFerent to that of the 
learned, ingenious, indefatigable, but fophiftical 

and 

^ 'Eflay for underflanding of St. Paul's Epiftler, paflinu 
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and flippant Dr. Pricftley, who has the cfFrontry to 

proclaim to all the Chriftian world, that helhiuks be 

basjhewn St. Paul OFTEN reafens inccncluftvely I ^ 

! WhatitistobeaP-hilofopher!* Any other man would ' 

Ha have 

*Thc te'rm Philpfopher, according to its proper derivation, has 
-an excellent meaning, being no other than a friend of wifdom. But 
*• there is a fpurious. km^l .of laiowledge, which has in all ages affum- 
ed.the name of philefophy, while it continues an arrant ftranger 
to its nature. If a maiji appUes himfelf to the invelligation of any 
of the objefb of creatibn, and is fuccefsful eUough to difcover ^ few 
C3f the qualities which had not'J&een noticed before, he is immedi- 
■ attJy compEmented TWth'the ilame of a' philofopher, and ranked a» 
a ttiember of fuch focieties^as are inftituted for the encouragement 
of natural knowledge^ howevei- immoral or deiftical his conduct 
and fentiments may be in other reipefts. AH this, however, is ve- 

Sf Well. It is proper honour fhould be given to whom honour is 
oei AnditisreadilyconfeiTcd, thatasanexperimentalift on the 
idr attd otiier fluids Eh*. P'rieftley is entitled to this honour above 
moft men now living. 'He is, moreover, I am told, not only a very 
' mondi but even an amiabfe man. And in all his purfuits he is ex- 
tremely indefatigable, God having befto wed upon him an imcom- 
* monlystdive and vigorous mind. But,' becaufe he has had the 
good fdrtdne to make fevcral valuable difcoveries on fome of the 
Sutdf^ef nature, and becaufe he is endowed with fome natural and 
moral attainments fuperior to the great bulk of his fellow creatures, 
does it therefore follow, that he is competent to decide what is 
truth and what is error upon every other branch of fcience ? And 
is he thence authorised tp oytrage the hplyfcriptures, 'to 'treat the 
Apoftles of Chrift with a vain fuperiority, and even to degrade the 
Redeemer of fouls himfelf to the level of a mere, fallible, weak, 
peccaUe, and erroneous man like ourfelves ? Againft all fuch cha- 
raAsrs St. Paul cautions the Coloffians to be upon their guard : — 
^Jwrfllrlr, fays the zealbu? Apoftle, left any man fpcil you through 
fhihfipby and 'vain deceit, after the tradition of tnui^ after the ruui^ 
ments of the 'world, and not after Chrift ; FOR IN HIM DWELL- 
ETH ALL THE FULNESS OF THE GODiiEAp BODILY. 
It is evident from Dr. PfieiHey's own conceflions, that the ftudy 
of the works of nature, and the name of pbiloibpher, by. no means 
entitles any man, merely as fuch, to luperior wifdom and diicern- 
ment : for he himfelf harfiold us, that the greater part of his phi- 
lofophical acquaintance ridicule his belief of Chrifdanity. Nay, 
among the French, he fays, no man of any reputed underilanding 
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have niodcftly fuppoff d, that the Apoftle is pcr- 
feftly right in all his reafonings, and that he himfelf 
laboured under fome mifapprehenfion, where they 
feemcd to differ in their opinions. When Dr. 

Prieftlcy 

fo much as pretends to believe the gofpel. And all thole who at 
called Philofophers in that moon-ftricken country, z/swri 
refpedable charader informed him, with whom that faine Mh 
tleman was acquainted, are even Atheifts. This is a fine ptoue 
of modem philofophers ; and drawn too by one of the honoiiniQle 
fraternity.' Let no man's heart therefore fail him becanfedPa 
popular and refpedable name. A great majority afthatddfepp- 
tion are poor creatures. They have got a fmattering of learangi 
and are thereby vainly puffed up in their ilefhly mind, tfxoaillbt] 
are and felf- willed. Bccaufc they have picked up a few Q)ccidi- 
Uve notions concerning the works of creation, they ienqn^Etr 
conceive themfelves qualified to decide even upon the nioS abflim 
fubjeds of religion and morals. They are the mere curs of jdiilo- 
fophy, fnarling and barking ag^ft God and his Chrift, a.ga«4 
Chrihianity and the truths it contains :. or if, with "Dx^f. Pnefiky, 
. they admit of a Saviour at all, he ihall be divei(ed of every attri- 
bute that can qusdify him for the office of Redeemer. - Tp. aooooif 
plilh all this, the fcriptures, which contdnthe revelation of God's 
wUl, and the only genuine fourcc of information on fabje^ pncly 
religious, ihall be con£dered as the fallible, erroneous wridngs, of 
fallible, erroneous men. Some of them ihall be embraced* and 
others rcjedled, according as they agree or difagree widi their pit- 
. conceived fyilem of opinions. And, becauie Dr. Prieftley has<ob- ' 
tained a jud reputation in philofophical experiments, if he docs boC 
aiTert any propofidon in religion or morals te be true or falfe^ the 
whole tribe of PhilofophiHers will fwear, that it is even fo as the 
Dodor has faid. A condudl like this, however, is unwordiy of 
true philofophers. The very reverfe is the only proper one for at 
to follow. We ihould, as much as poilible, diveil ourfelves df idl 
party prejudice, and blind fubmiffion to human authority, and (hav*^ 
ine firil fatisfied ourfelves refpe6ting the evidence for die truth of 
holy fcripture) come to learn our rehgion from the word of God 
alone. Here we ihould fet our foot. Thus faith the Bible^-^ its 
plain and unequivocal meaniag — ^is worth a million of vague con- 
jedlures from the vain and felf-conceited herd of empirics in phi- 
iofophy. 

*See page 23d. of thcfe Stridures. * 
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Pricltley can fhew equal credentials, we will give 
i him equal credit. In the mean time he muft ex- 
cufc all the friends of real Chriftianity and Bible-re- 
K^on, if they confider the great, learned, indefati- 
gable, and infpired Apoftle, as reafoning, on all 
occafions, molt divinely andcpnclufively, and him* 
felf, as, very frequently, reafoning moft Ibphiftically 
and inconclulively.' 

But to proceed: — ^After the foregoing moft ex- 
traordinary declarations, we Ihall not be furprized- 
at alxhoft any thing this hardy gentleman can fur- 
ther advance. He informs the world that he has 
drawn his fword and thrown away the fcabbard, 
confequently we may exped cutting and flafhing 
work.: and we fhall not be difappointed in our 
. expeftations. I will, therefore, treat the Reader, if 
blafphcmy againft the Son of man and Spirit of God 
can be called a treat, with a few other fpecimens of 
his daring aflertions: — 

" Thedoftrine of the trinity and atonement,'* 
iaysh6, " are fucli as no miracles can prove.*'* That 
thcfe, however, are the doftrines of holy fcripturc 
has been fufficiently proved by many learned and 
excellent men. Dn Prieftley may deny, if he 

H 3' pleafes, 

'Let the Reader who wiflies to be more fully informed of the 
real charadler of.this Apoftle's writings confult Lord Littleton's 
" Obfervations on the Converfion of .St, Paul," where he will find 
a very different account from that of our learned Divine. 

♦ffift. of Cor. vol. 2. p. 461. — " The Platonic notion of the 
" Divine effence enlarging itfelf to three hypoftafes, is confider- 
''^ able on thefe accounts"; 
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pleafcs, that there is a fun in the firmament^ but 
we fhall continue, notwithftanding his perverfcnels, . 
to believe with our forefathers the aftual exiftcncc 
of tliat bright luminary, on wWch our all depends. 
Without Chrift's divinity there can be no atone- 
ment, and without atonement for the fins of the 
world, our faith is'vain, we are yet in our fins. Infi- 
nitely more pious and confiftent with truth arc the 

fentiments 

*' I . That it is delivered with fo much afliirance by the oppo- 
•' (tr& of Chriflianity ; fuch as Plotinus, Porphyrias, Proclos aod 
" others were known to be, and they fpeak with no manner of 
'* doubt concerning it ; as may be feen in the parages of Porphyry 
" preferred by St. Cyril* and others. 

" 2. That they took it up from no revelation ; but as a nodon 
*' in itfelf agreeable enough ; as appears by the paflages in Plato 
*' and others concerning it. They never fufpefted it to be liable 
" to the charge of nonienfe, and contradictions, as our modern 
*' Unitarians charge the Trinity with; although thcdr nodon 
" as reprefented by Porphyry be as liable to it. How came tlidfe 
*' men of wit and fenfe, to hit upon, and to be fo fond of foch ab-* 
" furd principles, which lead to the belief of myfterious nonien(e« 
** and impoffibilities ; if thcfe men may be truiled ? 

** 3. That the nations moft renowned for antiquity and deep 
" fpeculations did light upon the fame dodlrine, about a Trinity of 
'* hypoftafes in the Divine efience. To prove this I (hall not r«- 
'* fer to the Trifmegiftic books, or the Chaldee oracles, or any 
•' doubtful apthorities ; but Plutarch afferts* the three Hypoftafes 
'* to have been received among the Perfians, and Porphyry and 
*' Jamblicus fay the fame of the Egyptians., 

** 4. That this hypo(la(is did maintain its reputation fo long in 
'• the world. For we find it continued to the time of Macrobius* 
** who mentions it as a reafonable notion, namely, of one Supreme 
*' Being, Father of all, and a Mind proceeding from it, and Soul 
*' from Mind."» 

Stillingfleet on the Trinity, p. a 16. 

*Cyril. c. Jul. 1. i. and 1. 8. " 

»Dc Ifid ct Ofirid. p. 369. ed. Tr.— Eufeb. Pracp, Evan. 1. 
3. c II. — Jamb, de Myft. fedt. 8. c^ 2. — 'Macrob. in Som, 
'licip. 1. I. c. ii).» 



religious Opinions. ^ 119 

• fcntiments of the late pathetic Dr. Ogden. " Death," 
fays this pleafing writer, ^^ which God made not, 
*^ took poffeflion of the world, and guilt and pain have 
" a large dominion in it; and might have ftretched 
** their empire to a dreadful extent, had not a per- 
*« fon of Divine nature and attributes, united, in a 
'* manner incomprehenfible, with the Supreme 
" Fatherof all things, been pleafed, by the Fa- 
" ther's appointment, and put of his own incon- 
^' ceivablc goodnefs, to intcrpofe in our behal£ 

*< He came down from heaven; and ftill c6nti-r 
** nuing to be one with the Supreme Nature, he 
" affumed ours. He became man : he lived upon 
«^ earth, did good, endured pain, preach^sd piety 
'^ and righteoufqef?, worked wonders,^ fufFered 
** death as ^ malefaftor, reftored himfelf to life, re- 
^ turned to heaven, and now governs his church 
'* by the operation of yet another Divine perfon, 
<* who with him and the Father, is one God, blef- 
'^ fed forever, 

*^ All this, yow feem to fay, is ftrange and 
<* wonderful It is fo. The Divine exiftence, 
^^ eternity, infinity, which yet reafori obliges us to 
*^ acknowledge, is very wonderful. The Divine 
" government of the world, which we experience, 
** is in many inftances exceedingly aftonifhing. 
<^ The world is filled with wonders j and if you at- 
** tempt ignorantly to remove them, th^y. become 
H4 ^[ greater,. 
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*• grcarcr. If you dcnv whaz is ftrangr, you muft 
" adrair whar is impofilbit.*" — Pious and juiL 

Again: — ^ As to lie diviniry of Chnft, an in- 
" genious rmn wo^Jd caiily Tjd as many phofibie 
" areumcars for lie divirirv of Mo:«."* 

Lcr ihc ftrious Chnxiisr* ;udgt ags'-^- ^^hcthcr 
this is not an afiirdoa unworthy cf any man of ' 
common intcgrlqr, mi:ch mcrr of a man of Dr. 
Priciiifv's abilities and reputation. 

Again : — '* I conceiyc the dodrlne of the Trini- 
" ty to be a fundanicn::^! corruption of the religion 
" which I profeS, the greatcll of thofc that mark 
<^ Lhe church cf Rome/ ' 

Assiin:— 



1 
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'Ogden's Smnons, vo!. i. p. 146, 147. 
•Letters to Dr. Geddcs, p. c. — " Nor is it to be woodered, that 
«' the will cf God, when clothed in wx}rds, ihould be liable to that 
" doubt and uncertainty, which unavoidably attends uut fort of 
'• conveyance ; rj^-ben fvin bis Sen, 'u.-bitfi clttbed inJUJb, was Ibb- 
'' jed to all the frailties and inconveniences of human nature, fia 
** excepted." 

Locke's Eflay, b. 3. c. 9. s. 23. 

^Letter to Mr. Pitt, p. 24.—" I do not deny," faya Bifhop 
f* Kidder, ** but that fonie men have given fuch an account of the 
'' Trinity, as implies a contradidion ; but this is not thierelbre 
" chargeable upon the doclrinc, as it is dcliveral m the fcriptore, 
*' and by the wifer Chriflians. — It is an eafy thing for men to dc- 
" clare againfl: this dodrine ; but to (hew the contradi^on is im- 
^* poiCble. Men of the grcateft wit and learning, both Jews, and 
*' Chriftians, and Heathens alfo, have not been able to fee the in- 
'* confiilcnce of this dodrine with found reafon." 

Deinonftration of the Mefliah, part 3.0. 127. 

The very learned Cudworth is not lefs exphdt : — *' We (hall 
" conclude here with jconfidcnce," fays he, " that the ChrilKan 
** Trinity, though there be veiy much of myflery in it ; yet is 
** there nothiim at all of plain contradidion to the undoubted 
f principles othuman reafon." Ibid. 
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Again:—" The divinity of Chfift, original fin, 
*' predeftination, and the atonement, deferve to be 
*^ numbered among the groflcft of all errors.*'* 

That the doftrine of the atonement, by Chrift is 
a fcriptural doftrine may be very fafely left to the 
judgement of the moft ordinary Chriftian. Only 
let him read the Mofaic inftitution, the fift)*^ third 
chapter of Ifaiah, the ninth chapter of Daniel, the 
tenth chapter of John, the th:rd chapter of Ro- ' 
mans, the fecond chapter of St. John's firft epiftle, 
and the whole epiftle of St. Paul to the Hebrews, 
with ferioufiiefs and candour, confidering the whole 
as the word of God, and he will Be in no danger of 
" . being 

Every fcheme of redemption that can be devifedby mortals I^ 
replete with dijEcuMes infolvable by the higheft powers of human 
reaibn. Aware of this, the Deift rejefts the whole of revelation 
as incredible. He coniiders not> that natural religion alfo is liable 
to objeftions equally infolVable. If therefore he wiQies to aft con- 
fidently he muft not flop here : Atheifm will be his dernier refort. ^ 
r— But — ^will atheifm account for all the appearances of things ? So 
far from it, that the difficalties are encreafed an hundred fold. We 
moft, therefore, if we a6l a reafonable part, come back to ChrilH- 
anity ; for h6re alone a wife man may find reft for the fole of iiis 
foot. But, of the fchemes of redemption devifed by men, and 
jfounded, on the word of God, which fhall we embrace ? for every 
one is confeffe^ly attended with very ferious difficulties. 1'he 
fchemes moft in vogue have been three — the Arian — the Sociniau 
•—and the Trinitarian. It feems right to embrace that fcheme 
which is moft honourable for God — moft fafe for man — moft 
agreeable to the divine word — andleaft encumbered with difficul- 
ties. The patrons of each contend in behalf of their own. I 
would wifh to recommend the Reader to Dean Tucker's " Brief 
•* and Difpaffionate View of the Difficulties attending the Triniti- 
" rian, Arian, and Socinian Syftems ;" where he will probably 
find fome fatisfaftion on this profound and myftefious fubjeft. 

importance of Free Incjuiry, p. 12. 
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being fcduced by the confident a&nions of this 
learned man. He is conftiturionally warm and 
ianguine, and in whatever he embarks, he embarks 
with ail his might. Such a conduft would be great- 
ly to his honour, if his underftonding were clear, 
his judgment found, and hii views properly direfted. 
This, liGwever, cannot be the cafe, I thmk ; becaulc 
he was as dogmatical in his affertions, when his re- 
li^ous fentiments were the reverie to what the^ arc 
at prefcnt, as he is now.» All cannot be true, 
therefore, that this gentleman is plealed to advance. 
His brother Timothy is equally as bold and ralh 
an affertor in favour of abfolute predeftination and 
its concomitant doclrines, as the Doctor is for the 
mere humanity of Chrift and its appendages. It is 
a curious circumftance, that the rwo zealous bro- 
thers Ihould be moving heaven and earth to efta- 
Llifh doiTrrines as oppofite to each other as the two 
poles of the world. In contradiction, however, to 
the hafty aiTumptions of the learned Dodbor, on 
the fubjeft of Chrift's atonement; I will produce 
the opinions of three perfons, whom every one will 
allow to be as capable of judging as any human be- 
ing may ever expeft to be. The firft is Milton, 
the fccond Grotius, and the third Tillotfon. Mil- 
ten thi^fweetiy fmgs :— 

— *' Man difobcying, 
" Dilloya! breaks his fealty, and fms 
** Againfl the high iuprrmacy of heaven ;— 
*' Die he or joftice xnuft; unlefs for him 
% •' Some 

•See Leuers to Dr. Korfley, preface, p. 7. 
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«» Some other able, and as willing, pay 

** The rigid -^atisfaftion, death for death. , . 

*« Say, heav'nly pow'rs, where ihall we find fuch love i 

** And now without redemption all mankind 
" Muft have been loft, adjudg'd to death and i^ell 
" By doom fevere, had not the Son of God, 
" In whom the fulnefs dwells of love divine, 
" His deareft mediation thus renew'd. 
** Behold me then, me for him, life for life, 
*• I offer ; on me let thine anger fall.^-^ 

'^ His words were ended but his meek afpe6l 
" Silent yet fpak*e, and breath'd immortal love.-— 

** O thou in heav'n and earth the only peace 
" Found out for mankind under wrath^ — 
** His crimes make guilty all his fons ; thy me4l 
" Imputed fhall abfolve them who renounce 
f* Their own both righteous aijd unrighteous deed^, 
*« And live in thee tranfplanted, and from thee 
** Receive new life. So man, as is moft juft, 
** Shall fatisfy for man, be judg'd, and die, 
'* And dying rife, and rifing with him raifc 
** His brethren, ranfom'd with hi5 own dear lifc^ 
" So heav*nly love fhail out-do hellilh hate, 
*^ Giving to death, and dying to redeem/'* 
Grotius wrote a whole book upon the Satisfafti- 
on which Chrift made for the fins of the world : a 
book which ought very ferioufly to be confidered, 
before this great Chriftian doftrine, the foundation 
of all our hopes, is given up. This celebrated 
m^n clofes that admirable work in the following ve- 
ry decifive manner: — " Whofoever taketh, away 



'P. L. 1. 3. ao3— ?99. 
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«' the facrificc of Chrift, Icaveth him no true prieft- 
** hood, contrary to the manifeft authority of fcrip- 
*^ ture, which afligns unto Chrift *a prieftly dignity 
" diftinft from the prophetic and kingly offices. 
« Neither is this fpoken in a figurative way, but 
*' in a ;nanner which is moft true and real. For 
« the priefthood of Chrift is oppofed to the Levi- 
*' tical priefthood, which was a true one, as a fpe- 
*' cies of the fame kind, more perfeft than another 
«^ fpecies, which is faid to be lefs perfed:. Nor 
" could it be rightly inferred, that it was neceflary 
*« Chrift fhould have fomewhat to offer (Heb. 8. 
*« 3.) u'nlcfs from the reality of that priefthood to 
** which he was appointed. But indeed it is not to 
*^ be wondered, that thofe who deprive Chrift of 
" his natural glory, the glory of his Deity, fhould 
" lefien alfo his offices, and refufe to acknowledge 
** the chief bene^ts he hath procured for us. 

" To thee. Lord Jefus, as true God, as true Rc- 
" deemer, as true prieft, as true facrificc for fin, 
" with the Father, and the Spirit, one God witli 
" thee, be honour and glory."* 

The 

*Lct the learned Reader confult the whole book, which vwllrichlv 
reward his pains. See alfo his Annotations on Eph. i. 7. — Confult 
moreover M. DeBurigny^s Life of Grotius, book 6. chap. 6. for 
a defence of Grotius from the charge of Socinianifm. — Outram De 
Sacrificiis is likewife a work of great merit, and may be read with 
much advantage. He tha^ wiihes to form an impartial judgment 
on this very important fubjeft Ihould do it and himfelf the juftice 
to read what the learned Crellius has written in reply to Grotius. 
Outram's book is a fort of rejoinder to Crellius' anfNyer to QrotiviSj, 
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. The excellent TillQtfon,* quoting at large Mat. 
28, 28.-;— John 6, 51.— Ibid. 10. !!• — Ibid 15. 

. I^j. i3-~Mat. 0,6. 28,-— Rom. 5. 6.— -i. Con 15; 

^3. — 2 Cor. 5. 14, 15- — Eph. i. 7.-tCo|. i. 20, 
21^ 21.— I Thef. 5, 9, 10. — ^Heb. 2. ^.-^Ibid. 9. 1 1 
-r-15. — ^Ibi^, 9. 25.---28.-^Ibid. 10. 11, 12. — i 
Pet I. 18, 19^— Ibid- -2. 21, 24,— ribid. j. 18. — • 
I John 2. I, %. — ^Ibid. 3^ 16, — Ibid. 4*. 10. — ^Rev. 
1. 5.— Ibid. 5. 9. adds-r*^ ErQmthefe and many 
*' other texts, it fecnw to be very plain and evident 
*^ that. Chrift died .for pur fins, and fufFcred in our 
« ftcad, and by the iacrifice of himfelf has made an 
" atonement for us, and reconciled us to God, and 
i^ hath paid a price and ranfom for us ; and by the 

, " merit of his death hath purchafed for us forgive- 

. ^^. nels of fins, and inheritance among them that are 
♦^ fanftified. And I. do not know any doctrine of 
*^ our religion, that is founded and eftablifhed up- 
5^ on more and plainer texts, which cannot be un- 
*' derftood in any other fenfe, without offering great . 
" violence to the firft and moft obvious meaning 
«^ of them., 

and SdUingficet on the Satisfaftion of Chrift is an anfwcr to Crel- 
lius.— Mr. Hey's '* Short Defence of ^he Atonement," is a fuffici- 
cnt Anfwer to every thing advanced hyDr, ^rieftley on the fubjedt. 

**The late'veiy learned Dr. Jortin obfcrves, '* that amongft ma- 
*' hf things v^ch may be mentioned in favour of Tillotfon, thw 
** fliould not be forgotten, that of thofe^ who have paffed their 
" judgment upon him, there never was a Jon of abfurdity^ who 
*« did not dijlike, or a fsnfihU reader ^ v/ho did not appro^:f his wrt- 
•^ tings." 
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** I know the Socinians have framed evafipnS to- 
<* all thefe texts, which I have not time now to 
" produce and examine : por would it be worth 
^ the while. I Ihall only lay this to them in gene- 
^* ral, that there is no principle of religion fo plain- 
" ly laid down in the whole fcripture, but may be 
" overthrown by the fame, or the like evafions. 
. " Suppofe Chrift had died in our ftead, and made 
" latisfaftion for fin, and God had intended to de- 
•^ clare fo much to us; in what plainer, and m6rc 
^ exprefs, and proper words could he have done it, 
" than the fcripturc hath already done ? If God had 
" faid in the fcripture exprefsly, that Chrift had 
*^ died in our room andftead^ and had fatisfied for our 
" ftns ; thefe very exprefions, by the fame arts of 
*' interpretation, might have been ftrained and 
" wrefted to fome other fenfc. So that if God did 
" not inteftd to exprefs to us by thefe .texts, that 
*^ Chrift fatisfied fdr the fins of men, yet they are fo 
" obvious to be interpreted to that fenfe, and fo 
" hardly, if at all, capableof any other, that we can- 
" not imagine, without a great refledion upon the 
'^ wifdom of God, that hefhould deliver his mind 
" to men in words and expreffions fo exceedingly 
" liablp to a quite different fenfe from what he in- 
^^ tended. Befides that there is nothing more un- 
" realbnable, than to deny that to be the meaning 
« oi icripture, whicTi if it had been the meaning, - 
'' could not have been exprciTed in plainer and more 

^^ advantageous 
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" advantageous words ; efpecially when this is 
*« done, not in one or two texts, but very many ; 
*^ and not by one- form of cxpreflion, but feveral, 
^' and all inclining to the fame fcnfe^ and, which is 
*' worft of all, this violence is offered tb fcripture 
*^ in a matter which does neither contradift other 
'^ texts of fcripture, nor^ the reafon of mankind, 
'^ namely, that one man Ihould fufFer in another's • 
*' ftead, and make fatisfadtion for the crimes and 
" faults wliich another hath committed ; fuppofing 
" the party ofiended be willing to accept of the 
"commutation, and the party that fuffers in ano- 
** ther's ftead do voluntarily do it.*'* 

Thus far this moft fcnfible and learned Arch- 
biihop. Let us now proceed with Dr. Prieftley'i 
Philippics againft Chrift and the truths of his 
gofpel. 

" The divinity of Chrift" fays he again, ^^ is an 
*' impious doftrine — it is a great corruption of 
Chriftianity — a , fhocking corruption of genuine 
" Chriftianity — a moft abfurd and impious doctrine 
" •-^^JES^cal corruption of Chriftianity.'* 

Again: — '<'^ The doArine af the Trinity is a- 
*^ mafterpi^ce of all the abfurdities that ever were 
" invented — men of plain underftandings never do 
" believe any fuch phing — It is a monftrous doc- 
^^ trine-^It is one of the moft odious and ablurd 
, - . ^^ dovftrines 

♦Sermon 228. 
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•* doArines that ever was impofcd on mankind, <H- 

** reftly contrary to natural and revealed religion, 

" and to all the rational faculties God has given us 

'^ — It is an abfurd and horrid doftrinc' — The 

" Trinity and tranfubftantiation are both alike irra- 

** tional, unfcriptural, and unnatural, utterly contra- 

^^ ry to all good fenfe and reafon — ^And, as to the 

'^ Trinitarians, nothing is more plain than that th?y 

'^ feed upon afhes; a deceived heart bath turned 

" them aftdej becaufe they will not make ufe of 

'^ thofe rational faculties, which God hath given 

*^ themj nor lliy, Is there not a lie in my right 

''band?'' 

Again : 



o 



'Exprefiiom lilce thefe concerning the Great Unknown ill be- 
come poor frail mortals. Dr. Priefiley^ with all his unfeendy confi'^ 
denciy philofopher as he is, knows little more of the Deity's mode 
of exigence than the mofl fimple ploughman^ who is competendy 
vcrfed in his bible. Modeft terms would therefore become Mm 
well. Men with minds, truly liberal and enlarge dy never ufe lan- 
guage like the above. Befides^ does he not know» that ibme of 
the greatcft and bcft of human beings have ever been of opinion that 
the Godhead does really admit of diftindiions ibmething l;ke to what 
wc call a Trinity ? Does he not himfelf grant, that the holy fcrip* 
turcsy^^/tt, at leaft, to contain fuch a dodlrine ? Was he not fbrmeny 
himfelf of the fame opinion?* Whence then all thefe rafh and in- 
temperate exclamations ? Did ever ivild enthujiafi, upon topics the 
mofi ab/urdt ad'vance any thing more pofetive and indecent f What if 
Dr. Priellley does conceive that he ie,^% reafon to rejeft the doc- 
trine oi three hypofiafcs in the divine Unity ^Let him rejeft it : and 
let him inculcate with all plainncfs what he conceives to be the 
truth. But yet let him refled that he is but a man ; that he is cn- 
compafTcd with darknefs and infirmity ; that he is naturally warm 
and hafty in his conclufions ; that the fubjcd he determine* on, 
with fo much audacious aiTurance, is awfully deep ; that many 
great and good men, of every denomination and defcription, have 

'See Remarks on Primitive Candour, p. loo. 
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Again: — ^* The merits of Chrift is a Popifti in- 
*^ vention. It is impofliblc Chrift (hoiild make 

I ** latisfaftion ' 

enbracedf with as great confidence as he reje£l8> what he calls; this 
** abfurd and horrid dodhine j" that Orpheas, Pythagoras', Plato, 
and aH their followers> long before our Saviour's time, entertained 
ftntiments fomewhat fimilar ; that — but I flop, and clofe thefe re- 
2i)arks upon the ridiculous rajhnefs of the learned DoBot ivith the 
jufi reproof of the more learned Cudworth ; — ** Befldes," fays tfiii 
very ikilful Divine, *' this advantage from the ancient Pagan 
•• PlatDnifts and Pythagoreans, admitung a Trinity into their theo- 
•• logy, in like manner as Chriftianity doth (whereby Chriftianity 
*' was the more recommended to the philofophic Pagans) there is 
^* another advantage of the fame, extending even to this prefent 
** time, prob^ly not unintended alfo, by divine providence : that 
" «whereas bold and conceited ivits, precipitantly condemning the doc^ 
^ trine 6f the Trinity for nonfenfe^ abfoluie repugnancy to human j a* 
^ eultieiy and impoj/ihility, have thereupon fome of them quite (ha- 
*'. ken off Chriftianity, and all revealed religipn, profeffing only 
" theifm; others ha've fruf rated the dejign thereof by paganizing it 
"into creature worjhip, or idolatry. This ignorant and conceited 
*' confidence of both may be retunded and confuted from hence, 
/' becaufe the moii ingenious and acute cf all the Pagan philofo- 
^ l^ers, the Platonifts and Pythagoreans, who had no bias at all 
'* upon them, nor any fcripture revelation, which might fcem to 
'* impofe upon their faculties ; but followed the free fentiments and 
•* dictates of iheii own minds, did, notvyithftanding, not only en- 
*' tertain this Trinity of divine hypoftafes eternal and uncreated, 
** but were alfo fond of the hypothefis, and made it a main funda- 
*' mental of their theology." ^ 

Cudworth's True Intelledual Syftem, from Kidder, part 3 . p. 1 27. 
Dr. Trapp juftly obferves tiiat the Trinity is as intelligible as 
omniprefence, eternity, God's fimplicity, felf-exiftence, and the 
like ; and that the Three and One are much more ealy to be re- 
condled than foreknowledge in God and free-agency in man. 
Dodrine of the Trinity, p. 7. 
«* The Socinians,'^ fays father Malebranche, " cannot com- 
*' prehend the .myfteries cf the Trinity and Incarnation: 
•• and this fuffices not only to their dilbclieving it, but alio 
-** to their afiirming of tliofc that do believe it, in an arrogant and 
" libertine way, that they are bom to flavery."- 

Search alter Truth, c. 2, b. 3. 



t^o Strilfures $n 

*' fetisfaftion" unto God for us." — The merits aiul 
fatisfaAion of Chrift, we grant, are impoflible up6il 
the hypothefis, that he is a mere man. But upon 
our fcriptural fcheme, that he is God as well as man, 
they arc not only pofTible, but even highly reafbna- 
blc. The Doftor (hould not be io magifterial ki 
his tone. Other people have got reafon and cKit 
cernment as well as himfelf. Deeper thinkers than 
he, and men of more enlarged minds', havtf 
been of a very different opnion. " Wc agree 
" with our adverfaries about the authority of rca- 
*' fon," fays a great man; " but we di(Jent about 
% " the 

*'* Expiatory facrifices were in ufe from the earlieil; timet« and 
" were exprefsly required by Almighty God of the nation of the 
*' Jews. ThiS' Divine perfgn (Chrifl) therefore, that he nught 
** have ibmewhat much more valuable to ofFer^ afTumed a I>od]r 
*' tha|ovas prepared for him, and offered himfelf as a Lamb witk* 
'< out^pot to God. He had no fins of hb own to expiate : btft^ 
*' regardlefs of pleafure, eafe, and life, and moved by the moil 
*' exalted devotion to God, and unbounded charity to man, he * 
«« gave his fide to the fpear, he flretched out his arms upon the 
" crofs : and made a full, per fedl» and fufiicient facriiice, oblatkio, 
" and fatisfaftion for the fins of the whole world.'* 

Dr. Ogden's Sermons, vol. i. p. 183. — If the Reader is t 
fltan?er to thefe Difcourfes he has a pleafure to come in the pero- 
fal of them. They contain a pleafing defence of all the leadito{^ 
dodlrincs of the gofpel. 

The celebrated Dr. South fpeaks of the fatisfadlion made for 
fin by the death of Chrifl as a fundamcnul of Chriftianity. *' I. 
•' for my part,*' fa^s he, '* cannot look upon any thing as a more 
•' fundamental article of the Chriftian. religion than Chrift's fatis- 
^* fadion for fin, by which alone the loft fons of Adam are recoB- 
** ciled to their offended God, and fo put into new capadties of 
fahratioB." 

Sermons, vol. 3. p. 271. 
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« the exercife of it, and the bounds of its jiirifdic- 

*' tiori. Wc believe even the abftrufeft myfteries 

** of the Chriftian religion; of which myfteries 

** perhaps we can affign no reafons, but for our be- 

** lief we aflign a good one; becaufe they are plain- 

^* ly tai^t in the word of God, who can ncidier 

** err nor deceive. And this we affirm to be .a rea- 

*' ibnable conclufion, though it carry us even to 

^ the confines of heaven, beyond the limits of 

« rcafon."* 

Again: — " If the doftrine of atonement be true^ 

" it cannot, howevcr,|be pretended that David, or 

*' any other pious perfon in the OldTeftamcnt, was 

'^f at all acquainted with it ; and therefore the belief 

** of it .cannot be neceflary to falvation, or indeed of 

^* mudh conlequence."' If aflcrtions were^roofs 

the buiinefs would be fettled; and the doftrine of . 

atonement mufl: be difcarded forever. But as this 

is not the cafe, I will take the liberty of direftirig 

the Reader again for ah anfwer to the above ' 

declaration to the" twenty fecond chapter' of 

Genefis^ the twelfth and twenty ninth chapters of 

Exodus, the' nine firft, the fourteenth and fixteenth 

chapters of Leviticus, the twenty eight and twenty 

ninth chapters of Numbers, the twenty fecond, for^ 

ticth> and fixty nintli pfalms, the fifty fecond and 

fifty third chapters of Ifaiahj Ind the ninth chapter 

I 2 of 

*Dr. Bendey's Sernion«, p. 512. 
^Ifift. of Cor. vol. 1. p. ij8. — See a good illuftration and de# 
fence of the dodlrine of Chrift's atonement inHervey's Theron and 
Afpafio, Dialogues the 3d. and 4th* 
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of Daniel- Let any feriaus man, I fay, read all 
thefe chapters, comparing them with St. Pagl's c- 
piftle to die Hebrews, and ^er parts of the Nsw 
Tcftament, and then let him perfift in th^ opimon 
of Dr. PrieOley if he can, that David and QXktr 
pious perfons of the Old Teftamcnt were totally 
unacquainted with the doftrinc of atonement.* May 
we not a(k the learned Gentleman too, whether a 
ftria obfervance of the Jewifli facrifices Was not of 
threat confequence to thofe who lived under diat 
difpenfation ? Whatwouldhave been the confeqijyence^ 
if David and other pious pc^lbns had negledcd die 
morning and evening facrifice, the celebration of the 
paffover, or the annual feaft of expiation?' Dr. 

Pricftley 

^The ravage inhabitants of Madagafcar ufe faciifices wl^encw 
they would fupplicate the Deity in their di(lrefl!es. Mr. Ives, m 
his Travels through Periia> obferves upon this cuAom of theirs, ditt' 
** he faw many circum (lances in the Madagafcarian facrifices* b 
*' exadly refembling thofe which are mentioned in the Old Tefta- 
** ment as offered up by the Jews, that he could not turn hi» 
** thoughts back to the original without being feniibly ftrock at 
" the exaftnefs of thecopy." Ives' Voyage, p. 1 6. 

The writings of Homer, Virril, and other ancient . Heathen an* 
thors, it is well known, abound greatly with defcriptions of facri-^ 
ficial rites. Indeed their religion confided almofl wholly in them. 
The fame cuftom prevails among the American Induns at thir 
day. See Edwards^ Life of David Brainard, p. 353 for the de* 
f cripdon of a curious ceremony of this fort. 

*Milton calls the Jewifh ceremonies, 

— " Religious rites 
** Of facrifice ; informing men, by types 
, *' And fhadows, of that deftin'd feed to bruifc 
" The ferpent, by what means he fhall achieve 
" Mankind's dcUverance.** P. L. br 12. 1. z-jirr-ajj. 
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Pfieftley miaft aflowy thatthfe bUfervMcc of thefc 
atoning rfkes w^s of ifapdt fonfcqwence to therny. 
arid thafe no |3crfon ^ Aadcr that di%enfation could 
fo ieftceifeed a pious perfoh T^Tiout fech obfcrvance. 
Not only their well-being, but their very ^xifterice 
depended upon it.' Of equal importance, in our 
opimpa, h- the doftrine of Ghrift's atonement, under 
the Chrifldafi di^enfation. For if he that dejfi/ed 
Moj€s\5 Idw died 'Without fnerty under two or 
ihrei' witnejiesy (f, how much Jor^er punijhment, 
fitfpefe^eyfloall he be thought worthy ^ who hath irod-^ 
diHMHderfoot the Son of God, and hath counted the 
kloodr'if'^he <ovemnty wherewith he tvas fanlfifiedj 
m Unholy t^ingj and hath done deffite unto the Spirit 
if^a€6? 

Again:— t'^ Ghfift went through the fcene of his 
'*f trial ?and" criicifb^on^with wOnderfol: compofure, 
«' ^drwkhout the kdj^ appearance of any thing like agony 
^.*f««/."— *One IhouWfoppofe itwereimpoflible that 
Dr. Prifeftley could be fcrious in fuch a declaration as 
this f feeing it ,is contrary to the dlearcft evidence, 
jfcd ' the plaineft natter of fgdl. Let^the Reader 
how^^f confult pfalitis the twentyTecond and fixty 
jiinth,. Ilaiah the ; fifty.^third, Matthfew the twenty 
fixth and twenty fevehth, and Hebrews the fifths, 
and' then judge for himfelf what truth there is in the 
^boye affertion. 

. Again : — ^' According to the plain general te- 
.*^ nor of fcripture, die pardon of fin, is in reality, 

13^' ^^ always 

•ffift. of Cor. voL !• p. 2iz^ 
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5^ always difpcnfcd by the free mercy of God/6i 
« account of men's perfonal virtue, a penitent up- 
^^ right heart, and a reformed exemplary life, widi- 
5* out regard to the fufFerings, or merit, of any bc- 
,^f ing whatever/'^ 

It is evident from the general prevalence of fa- 
crifices in all ages and nations, that the fenfe of 
mankind has ever been the reverfe of Dr. Prieft- 
iey's afleftion. And fince the beginning of the 
world has it not been known, that ever onq fingle 
fin was pardoned, but with an eye to the all«atonihg 
oblation. For the offers of pardon and falvation 
are made in fcripture to thofe only that repent and 
return to God, for the fake of what Chrift has 'done 
and fuffercd, in whom they are therefore declare^ 
to be accepted by God, and to whom they are here- 
upon taught to afcribe the glory of their falvation. 
Let the fcrious Reader, who believes the declarati- 
ons of holy fcripture, carefiiUy perufe the following 
paflages, and judge. — ^John 3. 14 — 17. — A6ts 10. 
22y3^i 43. — IbSd. 2. 38. — Ibid. 3. 18, 19. — Rom. 
'4. 15.— 2 Cor. 5. is — 21. — Eph. 1,5 — 7. — CoL 
I. 20—22. — Heb. I. J. — Ibid. 9. 14. — Ibid. 10. 
4—10, i4.-^Rfev. I. 5, 6.— ribid. 5. 9, 10.— Ibid. 
7.13—15. ' ■ • 

Rejeft the doftrine of atonement^ and all theffe 
(Iccjarations of fcripture, with many more to the 

fame 

THEft* of Cor, vol. 1. p. 207. 
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:feinc purpofe, not only loofe all their propriety, but 
become unnatural and abfurd. 

Dr. PriefHey, I well know, may produce the ifif- 
tcenth pfalm, and other fuch like excellent moral 
paflages from t^ie Old Teftament, in favour of the 
above pofition. But then, let the Reader recoUeft, 
riiat no Jew could anfwer the defcription given in 
that pfakn, who wa$ not confcientious, at the fame 
time, in the regular difcharge of all the fa- 
crificial rites ot the Mofaic ceconomy. Dr. Prieil- 
Icy. is not at liberty to feleft the moral parts of the 
Old and New Teftament, and fct them m oppofiti- 
oh to the ceremonial. He muft take the whole 
together as one grand, comprehenfive, and finiflicd 
lyftem of religion. A contrary conduct has been 
the banc of the church in all ages. PhUofophers 
^ fhould aft philofophically. 

Again:— "The Word of God, and the Spirit 
^ of God, are not diftinft perfons from God, but 
'^ the power of God, and the energy of God."* 

It is not eafy to exprefs one's abhorrence of this 
declaration in decent language. The exiftence of 

I 4 his 

■See PricfUey's Appeal, and ElwalPs Trir.l, as publiihed by him, 
pafiimj for all the above quotations where there is no particalar 
reference. — This modem Sodnian hath, in all thefe blafphemou* 
^xpreffiont, trodden pretty much in the footileps of his predecelTors 
in the iaipe good caufe. Their terms are fuch as thefe : — ** Deu» 
** triperfonatos — ^idolum portcntofum — figmentum Satanje-^Anti-t 
" chriiU Cerberus — triceps Geryon— idolum trifrons — monftrum 
^* triforme — deus incogmtus, ideoque procul rejiciendus, et Sat4« 
i^conditori fuo reftituendus." 

Browne's Difcouffe on the Trinity, p. 178, 
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)hs Saviour and Sandtifierj he aiuithilates with one 
flroke of his pen. Ma^ not the Redeemer iay tti 
him as he did to a brother of his in times, of old, 
Prieftley, Prieftley, why fcrjecut^ Sbeu m? bir 
bard for thee to kick againft the pricks,^^h, fuffident 
anfwer to the Doctor's impious aflertion are die 
vords ofChrift himklf— ^0 ye, aiui Uacb oH nsii-^ 
ears, baptizing than in the name of the Fatbeir, amd afi 
tbe ScMy and cf tbe Hciy Gboft. That is, according 
to Dr. Prieftley's mode of interpretation, iiaptizing* 
them in the name of Gcd, and of his power^^aiul 
of. bis energy.— Is there any thii^ in the dot- 
trine cf the ribly Trinity equally abfurd witb 
this ? And yet tlus is the man who prcoends 
aU the world is in the dark but himfelf and a few 
friends who embrace fimilar abfurdities. - 

Candid Reader ! I appeal to thy judgment agaiir. 
Would not any fbber-minded man beall amaze- 
ment to hear Dr. PnefUey make ufe of fuck lan- 
guage as is contained in the above intemperate, in- 
decent, and unphilofophical affertions? He well 
knows that the whole Chriftian world, for man^ 
centuries, have embraced the doctrines of Chrift's 
divinity and atonement.' Men of all defcriptions 

have 



•" The dmnity of Jefus,** fays a© able Bnng author, 
«« ccive to be the chief corner fame in Ae efifice of Ch 
'* Rcrtore this from the building and the whole febrtc immediately 
*"* totters, the foundation is (haken to the very centre. Thcr^ ap- 
" pears at once an evident difjiroportion between the end and-the 
*' means, the importa^ce of the object propoied, ami thepcrforfbjr 
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have confidered them, not only as important, but 
even as eflcntial to fidtvation. And, furcly, when 
men like Mikon, Grotius, and Tillotfon, befides 
many others that might he named, have coolly and 
dcddedly efpoufed thefe doctrines as the urtdoubt- 
ed truths of God, if we muft diffent from them, if 
the light of our minds does conftrain«us to think 
in a different channel, we ought at kaft to exprefs 
Our diiagreerftent with modefty and diffidence:* 
Dr. Prieftky will find no difficuky in i^owing, that' 
there is, fpeaking moderately, fome appearance of 
thefe doftrines in'holy icripture. Thefe truly great, 
pious, and learned men have been cleaiiy 6f opini-' 
on they are adhiafly contained therein. He him- 
felf faw, or thought he faw them riiere in times of 
yore. And if at prcfent he is of a different opinion, 
he will exprels that opinion with caution and referve : 
and ftill retain a refpedt for the judgment of thofe 
great men from whom he cannot now bur differ. — 
But no— They are all fools and blockheads who" 
embrace the orthodox fyftcm. ^^ Chrift is a^ mere 
^ man" — pardon me, gentle Reader } for repeat- 
ing 

'* whom it was accompliftied. And then the great doftrine of 
" atonement and expiation, by th« blood of its Author, Ms to the 
*' gronnd^ and all the rich promifes of Ihe gofpel are done away.'* 
—Again : — " The divinity of Jefus is fo confpicuous a feature in 
*' the gofpel, and is fupported by evidences which prefs upon- us 
" fo dofdy on every fide, that I flatter myfelf, there,is not any 
*' one point of Chrift's religion more capable of being clearly 
'^ poaved and afcertained„ than his claim to a divine nature." - 

Hawfael^s Sennons^p. ^;-4o. 
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ing the odious tale — " like ourfclves; the legiti- 
" mate fon of Jofeph and Mary i* capable of mif- 
*' applying the fcriptufes of the Old Teftament 5 
*^ naturally fallible, peccable, weak, like other men; 
" liable to fin, as well as fubjeft to error : neither 
" is tlierc any thing fo very different in the occa- 
*f fion or manner of his death, from that of others 
'f who fuffered and died after him in the caufc of 
^« Chriftianity, but that their fufferings and deaths 
^ may be confidered in the fame light with his.-— • 
" Mofes has given us a very lame account of the 
^' creation and f^l of man. — Solomon wrote with- 
^^ out any infpiration. — David's pfalms contain no 
'^ predictions of the Mcffiah. — The Prophets fell 
■* into great miftakes — the Apoftles did the fame. 
*^ The miraculous conception is an incumbrance 
" on the Chriftian fcheme : — St. Luke's account 
'f of it abounds with tlie moft manifeft improbabi- 
'f lities. — It is evident the Apoftles often applied 
*f the fcriptures very improperly, and with no better 
*^ judgment than their unbelieving- countrymen.— 
*' The apoftle Paul often reafons inconclulively. — . 
^^ • He has ftrained very much by the force of ima- 
'^ gination to reconcile the Jews to the Chriftian 
" religion.-*— The writings of this Apoftle abound 
" with analogies and antithefes on which no very 
5* ferious ftrefs can be laid. — The Apoftles have 

" difkuifcd 



*©*" 



rSee an able defence of the miraculous conception in Hawker*:^ 
Sermons, p. 150—164, 
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^^ difguifed the fimplc religion of Chrift. " — 1( all 
thefc things were ftriftly true, there might have 
been no harm in Dr. Prieftjey's telling the world 
fo, in a proper and becoming manner, eyen though 
he fhould incur the difpleafure of all the learned 
around him. He might fuppofe the intereft of 
truth required fuch a conduft from him. But then^ 
why all this air of luperiority and diidain ? Why 
treat the religion of his country, and the opinions 
of the learned in all ages and nations with fuch fpve- 
reign contempt?* Has the opinion of a Milton, 
a Grotiiis, or a Tillotfon, no weight in the fcale a- 
g^inft this mighty man ?— Let us hear the gentleman 
ox\ct more:— ^^Thedodrineof theTrinityand atone- 
f* ment are fuch as no miracles can prove.— An in- 
^* genious man will eafily find as many plaufibic 
5* arguments for the diyinity of Mofes as of Chrift.— 
" The doftrine of die Trinity is a fundamental cor- 
f^ ruption of Chriftianity, the greateft of thofe cor- 
f^ ruptions that mark the church of Rome. — The 
*^ divinity ^f Chrift and the atonement delerve to 
ff be numbered among the groffeft of all errors. — 

The 

*'* I know nothing more dangerous/^ fays the celebrated Neck- 
ey, than the inconfideraie cenfures of thofe religious ceremonies 
** received and refpetfted in the country where we live. Some 
** do not think that they are adling wrong when they fpeakflighting- 
** lyofthe various fymbols of public worihip ; yet, if they attentive- 
*' ly obferved the kind of minds, and the firft habits of the greater 
f^ part of thofe to whom they addrefs fuch difcourfes, they would 

V know how eafy it is to wound them in the fentiment, which is thq 

Y fource of all their tranquillity and the fafe-guai-d of their moral 
f* fconduft." ^ 

Importam:e. of religious Opinions, chap. ij. 
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^^ The divinity of Chrift is an impioiB doftrine--' 
/* it is a great corruption of Chriftianity — a ftiocfc^ 
*' ing corruption of genuine Chriftianity-^a mcA 
" abfurd and impious doftrine — a radical cormpti* 
'« on of Chriftianity. — The merits of Chrift is ft 
« Popifh invention. — It was impoflible Chrift 
•^ Ihould make fatisfa&ion unto God for us. — The 
*^ doctrine of the Trinity is a mafterpiece of all the 
*« abfurdities that ever were invented. — ^It is a 
^'fnonftrous dod:rine. — It is one of the moft adi- 
^« ous and abfurd doftrines that ever was impofed 
" on mankind. — It is an abfurd and horrid doc- 
*' trine; irratiortal, unfcriptural, unnatural,- ^d- tic- 
'*^ terly contrary to all good fcnfe and reafon.-^Chrift 
'^ went through the fcene of his trial without the teaft 
f^ appearance of any thing like agony of rrtind,--^ 
" Nopious perfon under the Old Teftamentwasat 
" all acquainted with the atonement. — Pardon of firi 
" is always granted without regard to the fufierings 
" or merit of any being whatever.' — The Word 
" and Spirit of God are only his pow^and energy, 
" and not diftinft perfons. — Nothing is more plairi . 
*^ than that all the Trinitarians are under a ftrong 
<' delufion." 

One would fijppofe, from thefe declarations, that 
this leam^ed man was deputed the oracle of the 

Chriftiacn' 

3 See a good account and defence of the doftririe of the afehtf- 
jnent in the excellent Sermons of the Rev. Robert Hawker, j off 
publiihed, p. 222—232. 



religious Opinions . 141 

dhiaAiSin world; that the Almighty had beftowed 
upon him an in<juifitoriai fpirit to correft all for- 
mer mifcoAceptiQns; and that ail who have been 
cfteemed great and learned before, are now no 
more to be accounted of. Dr. Prieftley is the 
man j and all our Miltons^Grotiuses, Tillotfons,and 
even Clarkes muft bow before him. 

Let the intelligent Reader confider wtU the above 
declarations of this dogmatical Divine, and then afk 
himfclf— Where is the candour, modefty, humility, 
and other virtues, which conftitute and adorn the 
faintly charafter, to be difcovered ? Mofes and thd 
Prophets," Jefus Chrift and his Apoftlcs, the holy 
fcriptures of the Old and New Teftament, the 
atonement for fin by the death of the Son of God, 
together with all the great and learned defenders 
thereof in every age, are treated with equal indigni- 
ty. But — I check myfelf. The Reader will 
weigh ferioufly the tendency of all thefe ex- 
preflions, and then judge whether it be the Trini- 
tarians, or the learned Doftor, who are under a 
ftrong delufion. To our own Mafter, .however, 
we muft each of us ftand or fall. Dr. Prieftley 
oughtj neverthelefs, to fulpeft, that there is a pojs- 
iiUty of his being niiftaken; and that other men 
may have uuderftandings as ftrcng and as clear as 
his own, with ajt^ equal fliare gf fincerity, and an 
equgjl degree of Jove to the pure and unrnixed 
truthie of the goi^l of Chrift. At all events, ralh- " 
" ' Kith 
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nefs and cnthufiaftic zeal for the Ihibboleths 6(i 
party are unbecoming the charafter of any many 
who has the fmalleft pretenfions cither to found re- 
ligion or philofophy. 

SECTION IX. 

IN further 2nf\ver to all thefe fanatical aflertions/ 
I will oppofe here, the fober and folemn de- 
clarations of a few truly learned and valuable per- 
sons. Dr. Prieflley himfelf being judge. They 
fpeak a language diametrically oppofite to the 
above of his, and, as it appears to . me, in a 
Ipirit effentially different. The language of Dr. 
Prieflley is rafh, haughty, confident, intemperate, 
indecent, enthufiaftic ; the language of the follow- 
ing witncffes to the catholic truths of God's word, 
is firm, modeft, diffident, and worthy of men who 
are delivering their opinions upon a fubjecl, of all 
others th£ moft profound. The meek will be guide 
in judgment y and the meek '-joillbe learn bis way. The 
Reader will compare the /pirit of the foregoing de- 
clarations 

^ Dr. Prieflley is in England what the Jacobin levellers are in 
France. And were he properly fupportcd he would play us the fame 
game. His principles both religious and political hear a near re- 
iexnblance. The ranaticifm of thefe people may be clearly feen by 
the reception they gave the Dodor's ion, and grows more and more 
confpicuous daily. Every true Engliihman would fincerely rejoice 
at the emancipation of that great people ; but it is exquifitely pain- 
ful to fee them plunging into fo many of the fooleries of the Ger- 
man Anabaptifls, whole conduct is recorded in the begimung of 
thefe Strictures. 



reli^ous Opinions. t^^ 

darations of Dr. Pricftley with that of thefe th4t 
follow^ and judge. I dejSrc nothing from him btit 
a fair and fobcr determination. 

The very learned and pious Bifhop Bull Ipcaks 
thus: — ^^ I own freely I may be miftaken, but I de- 
*^ ny that I intended to deceive any one. I am 
*^. fuljiy perfuaded, and th3fc upon mature confidera- 
*' tion, of that which I have endeavoured to prove 
*' to others; namely, that all the approved fathers 
*^ and doftors of the church, to a'inan, who were 
^* before the council of Nice, even from the days of 
^K the Apoftles, taught the very fame thing, al- 
** though fometimes, perhaps, in other words, and 
^* another nuanner of fpeaking, which the Nicenc 
*' fathers determined concerning the Son*s divinity, 
*' againft Arius and other heretics.*'* 

That eminently fkilful and profound Divine Dn 
Barrow, Ipeaks thus : — ^^ That there is one divine 
^' nature or effence, common unto three perfons 
y incomprehenfibly united, and ineffably diftin- 
*' guiftiedi united in effential attributes, diftinguifli- 
** ed by peculiar idioms and relations; all equally 
*' infinite in every divine perfeftion,*each different 
*^ from other iw order and manner of fubfiftence ; 
" that there is a mutual inexiftence of one in all, 
<^ and alt in one ; a communication without any 
*•' deprivation or diminution in the communicant; 

*^ an 

O/efcn : Fid. Nk. apud. Pref. ad Led. 
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" an eternal generation, and an eternal proccflion 
*' without precedence or fucccflion, without pro- | 
'* per caufality or dependence; a Father impartbg 
" his own, and the Son receiving his Father's life, 
" and a Spirit iffuing from both, without any divifi- 
*^ on, or multiplicadon of eflence; thefe are nod- 
" pns which may well puzzle our reafon in con- 
" ceivijlghow they agree, but fhouldnot ftaggcroxir 
" feith in aflertbg that they arcj,true j . upon which* 
" we fliould meditate, not with hope to comprc- 
" hend, but with dilpofition to admire, veiling our 
« faces in the prafence, and proftrating our reafon 
" at the feet of wildom fo far tranfcending us.*** 

Nay,^ven Dr. Clarke, who has ufually been conr 
fidered as not perfeftly orthodox on the fubjed of 
our Saviour's divinity, yet infifts on the ncceflity 
. and reafonablencfs of the dodrine of Chrift's atone- 
ment, and calls it *^ the main arid fundamental artidc 
« of the Chriftian faith." — " It is therefore," adds 
he a little afterwards, " plainly agreeable to right' . 
" reafon to believe that God, in vindication of the 
" honour of his laws, and for a teftimony "of his 
" hatred againft fin, fhould appoint fome facrificc 
" or expiation for fm, at the fame time that he 
" forgives the finner upon his true repentance."^ 

Mr. 

•Defence of the Trinity, p. 7, 8. 

^Difcoarfeon the Being and Attributes of Godj)art 2. p. 194, 
195.— Chevaligr Ramfay m his Difcourfc of the Theology of the 
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Mr, Locke like wife teU^ us, ^^ that it is very hard 
*^ for a Chriftian, who reads the fcripture with at- 
** tentioBi aind an unj)rejudiced mind> to dgny the 
^< fatt$Mipno(,Chrifl:/'' 

The late excellent Biftop of Norwich is not Icfs 
pofitivc upon this fubje6t than either of thie former: 
—'1 I declare before God,*' fays he, *^ in the fince-. 
** rity of' my foul, upon die befl judgment I can 
" form, I am verily perfuaded, that the do<5trine 
f^ of our Lord's divinity is reaUy the doftrine of 
f^ tjic fcriptufcs, and of th^ pri^itiy^ church.-^In 
^^ ..ti}is,£iithl prppofc to live, *nd for this faith, if 

K ^^ called 

J 

Pagans teJIs jus, that f^ in order to filence the incredulous, and 
** jiiake Ac myfteiy of tJie Trinity intelligible to them, a famous 
** P9&9K of the diorch of En«a»d (Dr. ClarJte) and, as I am 
♦* affured, die greatei Philofopher of modern times (Sir Ifaac 
" ' ?^cWt6n) belie ved that it would do no prejudice to the faith, to 
«' cxm^er th^ thfe^ ^rfons pf the Trinity as three individual 
••* agents, pr three dimna being's, though of the fame fubftance, 
J*.'nii oDiQionis as iar above Ari^pifipV a^ Arianifoi is above' So« 
'' jpfUgpij^V Faofto^Sodni maintained, that the Son l^ad never 
** any exiftence before the incarnation. Arius held; that he waa 
'* created or p^diijced p^t of nothing like ^nite beings, but yet 
•* from all eternity^ that is, before all time. The learned Dr, 
** X^ke maintains every where, that the Word is not a creature, 
" but ^ eogi^i^tion frpm the -Father, cp-eternal and confubftantial j 
** that this jsmanation is as eflential to the Deity as his veracity | 
•' thlBt it i$ not poUible for the Father to.be without the 5on, in 
•• any other feme than it 4s ppffible for God to lie ; and confe- 
** quently; tjiat the Word is not a precarious being which God 
** may annihilate/' ^ '■ " : ^ 

Tiis is the view which this learned Foreigner gives of the fenti-? 
ments of Dr. Clarke. How far it is jufl, or otherwife, I undertake 
' not to determine. 

^Second Vxndicatipjj of tjie Reafonabknefs of 
Chriftianity, p. 668. 
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" called upon, I Ihall, I humbly truft, be piTparcd 
« to die.'^* 

To thefe wc may ^add the folemn declaration of 
a moft learned Foreigner, the celebrated Michaelis, 
Pfofefforat the univerfity of Gotringen in Germa- 
ny: — « I profefs before God," fays he, ^'and up- 
*' on the word of an honcft man, that I believe 
*^ Chrift to be true and eternal God and the Jeho- 
" vah.— S'lt is a truth infinitely dear to me."* 

To thefe fix atteftations I will add thofe of two 
or three other gentlemen of rank and learning in- 
difputable : — Sir Francis Bacon fays, Ipfcaking on 
the fame fubjeft, " I believe, that in the fulnefs of 
*' time, according to the promife and oath, of a. 
*^ choftn lineage, defcended the bleflfed feed of the 
^* woman, Jefus Chrift, the only-begotten Son of 
^^ God, and Saviour of the world ; who was coh- 
*' ceived by the power and overftiadowing of the 
" Holy Ghoft, and took flelh of the Virgin Mary 
^^ — fo that the eternal Son of God, and the ever* 
<* bleflfed Son of Mary, was one perfon.'^* 

The l^e Soame Jenyns, Efq. was for many' 
years an avowed deift, and 'is well known to have 
been a man of confiderable talents. By fome 
means, he was convinced of his error, became a 
Chriftian, and wrote in defence of the golpel. He, 

one 

*Two Sermons on the Faith and Trinity, p. 30, 31. 

'Ledhires on the New Tcftamcnt,.fcft* 151. 

^Confei&on of Faith. 
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one jQiould fuppofe, would be a fair and impartial 
judge of the contents of the New Teftament. What 
then was his opinion of thefe doftrines againft 
which Dr. Prieftley makes fuch a lamentable outcry, 
but which the great body of the Chriftian world 
confider as the foundation of all our future hopes ? 
Speaking of the Trinity he fays — " That there 
" fubfifts fome fuch union in the Divine nature, 
'^ the whole tenour of the New Teftament feems 
*^ to exprefs, and it was fo underftood in the ear- 
'' lieft ages/'' 

.. And a little after, Ipeaking of this atonement 
which Chrift made for the fins of the world upon 
the crofs, he fays : — " That Chrift fuffered and 
*^ died as an atonement for the fins of mankind, is 
** .a doftrine fo conftantly and jfo ftrongly enforced 
^\ through every part of the New Teftament, that 
". whoever v^iU ferioufly perufe thofe writings, and 
** deny that it is there, may with as much reafon 
*f and truth, after reading the works of Thucydi- 
" dcs; and Livy, affert, that in them no mention is 
i' made of any fafts relative to the hiftories of 
'*^ Greece and Rome/'^ . 

•The late Lord Prefidcnt Forbes alfo, who was 

a man of very confiderable attainments, affures us, 

K 2 « the 

5View of the internal lEiadence of the Chriftian Religion, 
p. Z7. 3. edition. 
•Ibid. p. 29.-f-See alfo fome fine reafonings upon thefe fubje di 
b the fame little work, p. 159 — 170. 
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«' thtf gofpeJ infoiTOS, precisely and formally, that 
'^ though the Godhead is cffentially one, yet there 
<^ afc in the Divine Eflcnce three perfons, equal in 
" perfeftion, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
*^ Spirit: that the Son, to fatbfy effential juflicc,. 
" took on him flefh, was united to the humanityi 
" fufFered for finners, made atonement for thenis 
" raifed the man to whom he was joined, from the 
" dead, glorified him with himfelf, and is to make 
'^ continual interceflion for finners,~That this^isi- 
*' true^^every Chriftian believes.^" 

S E C T I O N X. 

THE Reader will now compare thefe moft re- 
fpeftable. teftimonies with the preceding 
afjcrtions of Dr. Prieftley, and judge for himietf 
concerning both one and the other. In the mean 
time we will go a little farther with the learned 
gendeman's bold afllinjptions : — '^ He dotibts 
'^ whether there be any fuch extraordinary beings as 
*/ the devil* — is clear our Saviour did not bcficre 
« the exiftence of evil fpirits"^ — rejefts whole 
verfes, and even whole chapters in the biblej^ . 
when they make againft his favoujrite opinions*— 

is 

^Thoughts concerning religion^ p. 139. 

•Letters to Dr. Pnce, p. 163. 

^Difquis. on Mat. und Spirit^ vol. J. p. j68. 

«Hift. of Cor. vol. 2. p. 368.— Dr. Prieftley aOures ui (if we 

will take his ipfe dixit for the truth of the declaration, which, thank 

Cod, we tiave no need to do, feeing we have the bible in qni 
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!s pofitive that '^ the 'doftrine of a foul has no 
*^ foundation in rea(bn3 or the fcripturefi"*—afiures 

us 

haftdftj and are pofTeffed of common fenfe and common learning as 
well as he) that the New Teflament contains no fuch doArines as 
thofe of the Trinity and Divinity of Chrift. But that the Dodlor 
is mi&aken upon this, as well as upon many other occafions, not-* 
vdthilandin^ all his real merit (which I am as willing to allow as 
an^ man) is pretty evident, becanfe both the Jews, Mahome- 
tans, and many ot his own Sociniatt brethren, ^re of a different 
cqiisiion ; the Jews declaring thofe do£lrines ard in the New Tefta- 

' Inent, while the Mahometans and Socinians inM they were not 
there originally, but have been foifted in iince by tlie Trinitarians. 
l^xm t^is principle Ehjedinus, the Socinian, reje6ls the whole 

• cpiftlc df St. Paul to" die Hebrews, as apocryphal. He found 
lustfelf, like Alexander, unable to loofethe Gordian knots, which 
it -contains, and therefere> like him alfo, he took his critical fwor4 
and cut them without fear : he reje£led the whole. Another of 
thefe gentry, diflatisfied with Socinus's expoiltion of the introduc- 
toiy verfes of St^ John's gofpel (and what fol)er critic can be fa- 
tisned with it ?) reje^ the whole pafTage as ipurions. Sommerus 
and Francis David reje^ the whole book of Proverbs, as apocry- 

eal, becaufe it afcribes a Son to God. And Dr. Prieftley him- 
& not approving the miraculous conception/ rejefts the two firft 
chapters oJf St. Matthew's gofpel, anS the two firft of St. Luke's.* 
—•We may fay,however, with confidence ind triumph, in the words 
of the learned Jortin, that '' the books of the New Teflament 
** have defcended to us uncorrupted in any thing material. This 
•* appears evidently from the quotations which have been made 
** out of them by Chriftian writers in all ages — from the high 
** efteem and veneration in which they have ever been held— 
** ,from the multitude of copies and early tranflations, which left 
" no room for fraud or inattention to db them any important inju* 
«* ry — and from the various readings thetnfelves, which, for the . 
** moftpart, are of fmall confcquence." 

Difcourfes on the Truth of the Chriilian Religion, p. 198. 

*Lettcrs to Dr. Home, &c. p. 72.— More able men than Dr. 
TriefUey are of a \"e;y diiFerent opimon. Dr. Jortin, for inftance, 
among many others, is decidedly an advocate for the reality of a 
iwman foul. ** Man, is an immortal creature. So fay both rea- 
%* fion and revelation ; ^ey mutually agree in alTerting this im* 
** portant^tnith, and twift a twofold cord which is not to be bro- 
*f ken." — Sermons, vo l. 6. p. 204. — See the whole of that excel ■- 
•See Allix s Judgcftent, p. 426 — ^430. 
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us " none of the ancient prophecies give us. any 
*^ rcafon to expeft more than a mere man in the 
" Mtrfliah "' — declares that " the Apoftles never 
" taught any other"* — that Jefus " Chrift is never 
" once caiied God in aU the New Teftament, not 

" even 

lent dircourfe.— See alfo the fecond of Dr. Bentley's admiraUe 
Sermons at Boyle's Ledure, where all that Dr. PriefUey and 
our other Matcrialifls can advance againft the immateiiaHty of the 
foul is amply and ably refuted. — Confult likewife Wollafton's Refir 
gion of >fature, ied. 9. — Bifhop Butler's Analogy, part I. ch. i. 
-^Dr. Clarke's Difcourfe on the Being and Attributes of God, 
part I. page 75, and part 2. page 113 — 121. — And Dean Sher- 
lock's Difcourfe -on the Immortality of the Soul, where all Dr. 
Priellky's flirnfy arguments are completely refuted and over- 
thrown. The learned Dean juftly obferves, that '* a Chriftian, 
*• who believes tlie gofp^el, is in no danger of the philofophy of ia- 
** hdcls ; foi- the authority of God is above all reafon aiid philofi)- 
** phy : but if we fet afide revelation^ and difpute with them upon 
** equal terms, the event is doubtful. — All fuch cHlputes are a trial 
f* 0/ fkill between man and man, and their perfonal abilities and 
** qnalincations : and if an infidel happen to be a wittier man, and 
f ' b:iticr philofopher, than a Chriftiaii, the vidlory is like to go cm 
" that fiae ; and the Chriflian who lays afide his faith may be 
" baffled in his philofophy, and that too often endangers the re- 
^' nouncing his faith." Chap. i. fed. i. 

This learned Divine very properly refolves all the great doc- 
trines of religion into the will of God, as revealed in holy fcrip- 
ture. He does not rcjed the arguments from nature and philoto- 
phy, but he wifely refufes to reft the caufe upon them. *' Thai 
." fairh the Lord" — " tJius faith the Redeemer of fouls"— or 
*' thus faith St. Paul" — is infinitely preferable to the vague, and> 
too oitcn, fophilHcal reafonings of vain philofophers, and conceited 
dabbliTi in Icience,yii//^/v Jo called. And, to apply the bbferva- 
tion 10 tliC cafe in hand, 1 would obferve,that there are three fingle 
paflagcs in the New Teftament, which fubvert moft completely 
every thine that Dr. Prieftlcy has laboured to eltablilh, on the ma* 
teriaiity ofthe foul, in his " Difquiiitions on Matter and Spirit."—- 
Thcfc three paffages are — Mat. 10. 28. — Luke 16, 19 — 3l.-7> 
Ibid. 9. 28 — 36. — No man z^n fairly refifl this evidence. 

^Difquifitions on Matter and Spirit, vol. i. p. 361, 
fKiflory of Corruptiohs, vol. i, p. 6, 
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^^ even in the loweft fenfe iof all "s^r-that « we find 
" nothing like divinity afcribed unto him before 
^' the time of Juftin Martyr/' who fufFered for the 
faith in the year pf our Lord 167* — that Irenasus 
Titv^v charges die Ebionites as. heretics, but only 

K 4 cxpreffes 

•Letters to Burn^ p. 7. — ^Dr. Price might well fay to his friend, 
wben fpeaking of the Socinian interpretations of fcripture, " I muft 
V own to you, that I am inclined to wonder that good men can fa- 
** tisiy themftlvea with fuch explanations." 
Sermons, p. 135. 

How di€erent to thefe three laH aiTertions of tkis learned man 
arfp'die declarations of Dr. Clark and Mr. Whifton ? The former 
iBiys, in his Reply to the Objcdtions of Robert Nelfon. Ef^. — ** The 
«* Son is, by communication of Diving power and dominion froiji 
'* the Father, really and truly Gpd." Page 50. 

Again : — ^* He is really and truly God." Page 5 a, 

Again : — " The Son is true Qod^ by communication of divinity 
f* from the Father." Page 62. 

Again: — " That the Father's being, by way of eminence, the 
*' one God, does not exclude tljie Son from being truly God, by 
*' tri;c communicatidn of di'dnity from that one uiioriginated God 
♦' $hc Father, I readily acknowledge." Page 69. 

Ag^n :— " Chrift is triply God, becaufe he has true divinity 
** derivied tohim from the Father. — ^He is truly good, by having 
^' the Father's gqodnefs communicated to him without meafure." 

Again : — ** Irenseus very juftly fHlcs Chrift true God, and truly , 
^* Gfod, — ^by having received from his Father true divinity and 
*• dominion over the whole creation." Page 106. 

And again : — '* Chrifl is by nature truly God ; as truly, 9^ 
*♦ inan is by nature truly i^an." Page 81. 

The latter, in his Council of Nice vindicated from the Athanfw 
iianHerefy, fays, " Jefus Chrift is truly God and Lord. — Thisi 
** Chriftian article is agreed to by all the three parties, Eufebians,^ 
** Aphanaflans, and Arians ; as alfo that he is a God by nature,. 
** and was fuch before his incarnation, nay, before the cr)?ation of 
*' the world ; and not only by office, or appointment afterwards, 
** as the old Ebionites and n^odern Socinians have been force4 t(k 
<* affirm,"— Page 8. 

, ^^Glk. of Cor. vol. \. p. j^ 
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txpreflcs a great diflike of them' — that the ge^ 
nuincncls of our prefent copies of the Epiftlcs o^ 
St. Ignatius " is not only very much doubted, but 
" generally given up by the learned"* — that *^ licJ 
*^ critic of any name in the laft dge pretended to 
« find any difference between the ancient Naza^ 
<* renes and the Ebionites"* — that " no authority 
*^ whatever, ancient or modern, is to be produced 
*^ for that 9pinion of the origin of the Son ifroih • 
« the Father's contemplation of his own peiftfti- 
« ons"* — ^^and that, « fhould a man be found whd 
*^ really believes in a future life 6( retribution, Ittd 
•" governs his conduft by that faith, fo as to be as 
^^ perfeft a charafter as aChriftian, Ke fcruples hot 
" to fay, that to hiiii Chriftiahity wobld be fijpftf-* 
*^ fluous."* 

When I read thefe various and confident dlecl^ 
rations of this learned gehtleman I am all aftonlfil- . 
hient. Profefling bimfelf a Chriftian> we exptftk 
to find fincerity and truth in all his ferious declarfi- 
. • tions, at leaf!:. How powerful then muft be. the 
bias of his mind, towards thfe fyftcm he ha^ efpoufed, 
to be capable offuch rafh and erroneous aiflertions ? 
May we not retort the ifrords t>f the Dbftot to Mh 

Hawkins 

^Letters to the Archdeacon oFSt. AIbans> ^. 56. 

•Letters to Dr. HoHIey, p. 13. 

^Do. p. ij. 

»Do. part 2. p. 34. 

^Animad: on Whtte'e Sertnons* P« 7*» 
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Mawkins upon himfel^ ind fay—" I now fee 
*^ that there isfomething in the doctrines ofSuinus^ 
** which has more power than I was aware of, to 
** blind the eyes of men, in other refpefts honctt 
*^ and ingenuous 5 and to produce a degree of felf-^ 
*^ delufion dmoft equal to any thing, that we fee 
^« in Bedlam; ? Thi$ makes me thankful to G od> 
**'thatmy fituation and circumftances have been 
V different from bis. For I am fer from thinking, 
€*. that either my underftanding, or my heart is na- 
** . turally better than bis. But what muft we think 
*^ of a fyftem, which has fuch power of perverting 
*^ the bell faculties and difpofitions that God has. 
*^ given to man ! Let all thofc^ who are happily 
*^ out of -.the influence of its fafcinationjoin in the 
**/ moft ardent prayers, and the moft earneft, but 
<^ peaceable endeavours, fof the demolirion of it."^ 
This addrefs of the Dodlbr's, is, in my opinion^ 
not more applicable to v^y fet of men upon earth 
than it is to himfelf and his Socinian brethren. 
iFor^ be his Ifcarning and abilities what they may, it 
-ttiuft be moft evideWt, I think, jo all iitipartial men, 
that he is either veryighorant,* very hafty, and 

/ intemperate 

^Letters tp Mr. Hawkins^ in his Defences of Unltariatufm for 
the years 1788 and 1789. 

♦A man may be a very able experimental philofopher, and yet 
profoundly ignorant of various other branches of knowledge. Uf^ 
riieftley's learning is faid to be general ; But, in moit branches^ fa* 
p^rficiaL It is very evident^ that when he wrote his Hiftory </f 
the Corruptions ofGhrifiianity, he was far from being, well inform . 
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inrcmpc;2te in his ccr.-! ufio.ns ; or, being deceived 
hirrfclf, he lib.-rs ro -:r:cive oiers. That he is 
ignorant Ln tliti'c m:.:Tr:rs cimo: be conctived: that 
he deflgr.cdiy cc-.rridifrs arJ p?r\'cr:5 the truth, 
charity fcrbids us ro rj7porc: we mud therefore 
conciude, that he '.irrifc!!" is deceived by his enthu- 
fiaftic zeal tc pr':m':re the fjirem he hath efpouftd. 
Hence all hi? bold affertions fo abfolutely contrary 
both to truth and matter of fail. That this is the 
cafe I appeal (till farther to the judicious Reader, by 
a review ofhrveral of diefe propofitions, which have 
been juft mentioned. And, 

I. " Xone of the ancient prophecies give lis 
" any rcafcn to expect more than a mere man in 
« the MMihh.-^ 

Let the Readtrturn to Gen. 3. 15. — Pfalm 1 10. 
i..^Is. 9. 6. — Jer. 23- 6. — Micah 5. 2. befides 

various 



cd upon die fjbjects he undertook to diTcufs ; feeing few works 
were ever laid before the public, v.'hich conuin more frequent and 
important in (lances of inaccuracy. The Doctor (hould, dierefbre. 
be more ntcded in his pretentions, and lefs dogmatical in his af- 
fumptions. Men of minds truly enlarged, of attainments any how 
confiderable, and of pious humble fpLriis; men who have fer a 
nomber of years been converfant in the bed authors, and who 
have drunk d^^^ into the mind that was in Chrill, feel themielves 
incapable of fuch intemperate affertions. Let the Dodlor be al- 
lowed all the merit to whicli he is juHIy entitled. He is a labonoas 
man. His attainment! are undoubtedly Ycry coniidcrable, and in 
many refpe^^j he furelv lias great worth. Eat yet let him not af- 
icGi that to which he is not equal. Whoever pretends to an ac- 

Snaintance wiih the various branches of learning, muft be fupcr« 
cial upon fome, and confequcntly liable to confiderable miftakes 
CMi thofe fubject), whenever he attempts to lay his thoughts npoi^ 
thrr* before the public. 
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various other places, and he will find the Doftor 
does not (peak according to truth. 

2. " The Apoftles never taught any otlier than 
** the mere humanity of Chrift." 

So lays Dr. Prieftley. But let the Reader turn 
to the following paflages, and he will find there is 
litde dependence to b^ placed' upon the Dodor'4 
word, when he is warmed withcontroverfy: Mat, 
I. 23. — ^Ibid. .11. 27. — Ibid. 28, 18,19. — Jol^j 
I. i--r-i4. — ^Ibid. 5. 17 — 29.— Phil. 2. 5 — 11.—^ 
Col. I, 14— -17, and many others.* 
• 3. ^^ Jcfus Chrift is never once called God i^ all 
^* the new Teftj^raent, not, even in the lowelt fenfe 
^' ofall."^; 

This 

1 For other paflages of feripture in proof of the pre-exiftencff» 
fuper-humanity, and divinity of Chriil, fee thefe Stridlures pag« 
41—43. 

^In this refpe^l as well as in feveral other Dr. Prieftley goes 
much greater lengths th^n his predeceflbrs in the fame caiifc; 
for " they own, that the^name of God is given in holy feripture to 
.*' Jefus Chrift ; but contend, that it is only a deputed title, whicll 
** inveiis him, however, with an abfolute fovereignty over all ere J 
«f ated beings, and renders him an obje<5l of worlhip to men and 
<f angels.'*-— New and Gen. Biog. Did. art. F. Socinus, voL 11. 
p. 468. . _ 

It fhould be obferved here, that all the Socjnians of the fixteeiitl^ 
century were not of this opinion : for they foon fplit into two par- 
ties, and a warm controverfy was carried on between Socinub an4 
ibme of his learned difdples. " I'anta eft difcordia fratrum.*' 

Now that I am Ipeakjng of a difference of opinion among the 
Socinians of the fixtcenth century, we may go a little fartlier and 
give a fhort fketch of the ftate of the variations which have pre- 
vailed among the enemies of the orthodox faith, both before and 
iince that time. They all claim the truth as their own. Every 
one is eager to make converts to his particular opinions ; and ytc,, 
iBiough they arc pcrfedly agreed in their opppiitipn to the divinity 
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This is another of the Doftor^s afTertions. ^a^ 
let the Reader confultMat. i. 23.^-John i.. i — 
14. — Ibid. 20. 28, 29. — ^A(5bs 20. 25. — Rom. 9* 
5. — Heb. I. 8, and fonie other pafTages, and then 
let him judge according to evidence. 

"4. " We 

i)f Chrill, and its concomitant dodrincs, they differ as widely at- 
mofl: from each other, as they do from the Orthodox themlelws* 
It will be a qucltion, therefore, if we muft defert the faith once dc* 
Kvercd to the faints, to whicli of thefe various parties we nnitft 
unite ourfelves. And this is a quefHon which mail be previoufly 
fettled. And till this is fettled wife men will be extremely cauti- 
ous how they renounce the deity and atonement of their Savkrar^ 
Ebion was the firft who held our Lord to be' a mere man. Cerin- 
thus fuppofed there were two perfonr in Chrift. In the following 
ages arofe Theodotus, Artemon, Beryllus, Paul of Samofata, and 
fome others, who all agreed in denying our Lord's divinity, but 
each of them had new and fmgular opinions of their own. Nof 
were the Arians in the fourth century better agreed. *' The 
members of this feci," fays Moihcim, ** were divided among^ 
*' themfclves, and torn into factions, which regarded each other 
'* with tlie bittercft avcrfion." For, rejeding the creed a^ecd 
upon at Nice, they fucceifively drew up many others ; if I nu/lake 
not, no fewer than fevcnteen in the fpace of forty years. And are 
our modern oppcfcrs of the divinity of Chrill all united in theit 
Sentiments ? By no means. Dr. Clarke feems to fuppofe he wat 
tegotten from eternity. See Scripture Dodlrinc, p. 247. Others 
held that he was begotten before the worlds, but not from eternity, 
Socinus and Dr. PnelUey will have it, that he had no cxiftence 
whatever before his conception in the womb of the Virgin. Sor 
cinus fays he is called God. Dr. Prieftley and Mr. Lmdfey fay 
he is not called God. Some fay he created the world and ap« 
pcared to Mofes -and the Patriarchs. Dr. Friefllcy infills upon it 
he neither created the world, nor appealed as the other fnppoie. 
i>ome of the ancient heretics aifure us he had no human nature, no 
body, .no foul; others he had no divine nature. Some faid he was 
begotten of the 'lioly Spirit. Dr. Prieftley infifts he was the natu- 
ral fon of Jofeph and Mary. Dr. Clarke allows the Son to be in- 
yeftod with dillindt worihip in his own perfon. Script. Do£t. p. 
338. Dr. Price infifts that religious worjhip is to be confined to 
C-od the Father only. See Sermons, p. loi. Socinus, though 
iic contended that Chriit was a mere man^ yet could not allow 
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4. *f Wc find nothing like divinity afcribed to 
^' Chfift before the time of Juftin Martyr/' 

This is another of the learned gentleman's bold 
declarations, and has as litde truth in it as any of 
the former. To pafs over the Epiftles of Cle- 
ment, Ignatius, Polycarp, and other ancient monu- 
ments prior to that period, let the Reader only be 
at*the trouble of reconfidering thofe feveral pafla- 
ges of fcripture to which I have already referred 
him under the former propofitions, and he cannot 
fail of fatisfaition. 

5, *' Irenseus never charges the Ebionites as he- 
» retics, but only exprefles a great diflike of them.'* 

So fays Dr. Prieftley. But le^ Irenseus Ipeak 
for himfelf: — ^^ The authority of the golpels is 
^ fuch, that even the heretics themfclves .bear wit- 
'* nefs to it, fmcecach of them endeavours to con- 
*^- firm his own do<5trinc from thole writings. ,For 

. ^^ jthe Ebionites i ufmg only the golpel according to 
^ St. Matthew, arc by that conviAed of erroy in 

. • • * \ * « their 

*chiein to he Chriftians who denied him religious worfliip, and, it Is 
^faid, perfecuted Frasds David even unto imprifonment for denying 
'adoration to the Saviour. Dr. Prieftley, however, witholds this 
udoration from the Redeemer, contends there is another more glo- 
rious |tf effiah to come, and feems to divefl Jefus Chrift of the chief 
honour as univerial Judge at the end of the world. From all 
thfefe confidcrations, I tllink, we may juftly fay with the late very 
learned Dr. Waterland, that." the feveral kinds of herefies which 
** have affe6led this fcripture truth, are but the various winderii^s 
*' of human imagination. Truth is lin*ple and uniform, while cr- 
♦* ror is ^Imoft infinite," Importance of the Decline of the 
Trinity, p. 33J. 
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*' their notions of our Lord. Marcion, aitting off 
^* mucli of the gofpel according to St. Luke, may 
'* be proved a blafphcmcr againft the only God, 
** from the parts which he retains/'' This aflet- 
tion is conclufive. What authority then is due to 
tfie Doctor's declaration ? 

6. Dr. Prieftley fays, " the genuinenefs of o* 

" prelcnt copies of the Epiftlcs of Ignatius is not 

" only very much doubted, but generally given up 

« by die learned," 

. If 

^Lib. 3. cap. IX. — Sec this opinion of Irenacus proved at large 
in Bifliop Horfley's Trads, p. 434. — 457. where he fums m tte 
evidence in the following manner : — " It appears that the £l»o- 
«* nitcs are repeatedly mentioned by Ircnaeus,and never mention- 
" ed but as heretics. When any heavy charge agalnll heretics is 
'^ to be confirmed by particular inftances, the Ebionites feldom are 
«« forgotten. In the iirft book, they appear in a lift of heretical 
•• fe^E, as one inlbnce among inany confirming the author's gc- 
" neralaflertion, that all the heretical (e^, of his own and the 
" preceeding age, had iheir root and origin in the do&rines of Si- 
*< mon Maeus. In the third book, they are mentioned as one in- 
«• ftance ofheretics, who, rejedling the greater part of the four 
" gofpels, contribute to the general evidence. ot the authentici^ 
" and credit of thofe writings, by their folicitude to build thar 
** particular opmions upon the parts which they receive, and yet 
•* are convided of error in thole opinions, by thofe uery parts to 
•» which they appeal. Ir anothpr paffage of the third bool^ 
** they are defcribed as perfons in a flate of ;mpenitence and fa^r- 
*^ dened infideli y, lying tmder the dreadful fentence of eternal 
'' damnation. In the fourth book, their fed is mentioned among 
•• thofe, whom the Spiritual Difciple, that is, the found believer, 
*' will judge. In the wth book, they are mentioned among here* 
*' tics, whofe doctrines are demolifhed all in the lump, andat one 
*' blow, by being contrafted with the fcheme of man's redemption 
•' truly ftatei. And in another paflage of the fame book, thelr< 
•* diftinguifliing tenet of the mere humanity of our Lord is alledged 
•* as an inftance of the ignorance and blindnefs of heretics, and of 
•* the forwardnefs of fuch perfons to oppofc their own falvation.** 
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If Dr. Prieftlejr's affcrtion may pafs for argu- 
ment and truth, the feven Epiftlcs of Ignatius we fee 
are generally given up by the learned. But-^is it 
4b? Is this the faft? By no means. Dr. Prieftley 
may give them up beqaufe they fubvert that fyftem ' 
of doftrine, which he is determined to fupport at 
3U hazards : . and a few others may join him in cry- 
ing them 'down, becaufe they ^toaintain the three 
orders of bilhops, pricfts, and deacons: but that 
diey are generally given up by th« learned is a no- 
torious untruth. For it is well known, that a large 
majority of the learned in ccclefiaftical antiquity 
confider the epiftles in queftion as the genuine pro- 
ductions of the pious bifliop and martyr to whom 
they are afcribed: Nor is there any good reafon to 
diink, that they have fufiered more by the hand of 
time or interpolation than other writings of the 
fiune antiquity. Let this be, however, as it may, 
thpfe feven celebrated epiftles are confidered as ge- 
nuine, for any thing that appears to the contrary, 
by tdl the learned Fathers of the church forthefirft 
four .or five centuries; bythofe very Fathers from 
whom we receive the holy fcriptures themfelvcs as 
the true and infallible word of the Moft High, 
And of thofe learned men, who have lived fince the 
Reformation, liiey have been confidered as authen- 
tic by fome of the moft celebrated in this depart- 
meqt of literature. In this number are to be ranked ; 
the names . of Fabricius — J. Voflius — Ufher — 

Hammoad 
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Hammond — Bruckcr — Huetius — IttigruS; — ^Pcta* 
vius — Grotius — Pcartbn — ^BuU — Cave — ^Wake— c 
Cctelcrkis — Grabe — Dupin — Flcury — Tillemont 
•^ — Bochart — Le Cicrc — ^Nclfon — Reeves — Lcflic. 
— ^Hickes — Marfhal — Bcveridgc — ChiUingworth 
--Wateriand— Zanchius— Buddflcus— Bi(hop~Bcr- 
riman — Clarke — Mofhiem — Lardner — Bin^iam 
—Randolph — ^jOTdn: — ^and indeed the great body 
of the learned in every age have been fully of opini- 
on, that thefe epiftles are the genuine work of the 
author to whom they are afcribcd. With what 
face then can Dr. Prieftley fay, they arc generidfy 
given up by the learned? — ^The cafe is plain-^t 
doth not fuic the Dodor's hypothcfis to admit them. 
—But then — ^where is truth, fidelity, and honour ? 
It is by arts like thefe Voltaire explodes even die 
bible id'clf/ 

7. " No critid of any name in the is^ age pre- 
*' tended to find any difference between the and^ 
^* ent Nazarenes and the Ebionites." 

So fays Dr. Prieftley. But in this alfo he 11 
miftaken. For it% well known that both Grotius^ 
Voflius, Spencer, and Huerius, who all lived in the 
laft ^e, and who were all critics of name, main-* . 
tained a diftinftion between thefe two fefts,^ The , 
• learned 

'For the authority of thefe celebrated EpiiUes of Ignados— See 
Bifhop Henley's Trads, p. 120— Archbp. Wake's Apoftol : Pa* 
thers — Dr. Clarke's Rcfledions on Amyntor — And Bp. Pearfon't 
Vindiciae. — Sec alfo Bp. Bull's Defence of the' Nicene Paith* 
c. a. s. 6. — Likewife Eufebius's Ecd. HiH b. 3, c. 36.— ^on« 
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learned Mofheim of the prefent age has done the 
fiunc/ Whether juftljr or unjuftiy concerns not us 
to enquire* I only mention the circumftance to 
latisfy the Reader how litde credit is due to Dr. 
Pricftley's moft pofitivc declarations. 

8. " No authority whatever, ancient or modem, 
•* is to be produced for that opinion of the origin 
^ of the Son from the Father's contemplation of his 
/^ own perfedions." 

This is another of the DoAor*s bold affertions. 
But bifhop Horfley hath made it appear, that feve- 
ral of the Chriftian fathers, various of the School^ 
men, Melancthon, the moft learned of all the Pro- 
tcftant reformers,- befidcs feveral more, were of 
this opinion, and prove the fallacy Of Dr. Prieftley's 
declaration.* 

5^. ** Should a man be found who really believes 

'^ in a future life of retribution, and governs his 

s L <^ conduft 



fult moreover the Notes to Kett*s Sermons, p. 21 — 14. " Thefe 
'* EpiMcs," fays this laft gentleman, '^arefome of the moft curious 
■' and valuable remains -of apoftoHcal antiquity. It is no wonder 
** th&t the Socinian is eager to overthrow thdr authority, when 
•• not only every page, but almofl every fentence muft convince 
** him of his erroneous opimbns." — This laft expreffion is fome- 
vthatr too ftrong and hyperbolical : but afTuredly Igiiatius's 
"Epiftles and Soonianifm camiot ftand together. And there- 
fore we may fay wi^ an unknown Author—*' Dr. Prieftley is cer- 
*^ tainly in the right to reprobate thefe Epiftles, if he can; they 
*• fubvert all his theology and hiftory." 
•fc Bp. flforfley's Trads, p. 300. 

'■See Ditto, p. 127, 128. 
*«eeDitto,p.4$8--476. . 
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*' cond'jc: by that faiih, f^ ls to be as pcncS a 
^' character ai a Chrif::£r., to him Chriilianitf 
" would be fuperSuous/' — So I'ars the Dodor. 
NcT/ thb dtckrsacn fcerr-= to me to rr.:li:areag»nft 
the ^vhcJ]e tenor of the fcheme of redemptian hy 
J'rfus Chriil. I will only produce two or three pafla- 
gr5 of hcly fcripture, and have them to the confi* 
der?.von of the fcnous Reader. 

J'-fus faith unto his difciplcs — lam /be vox, aai 
tki truth, end the lift : r,e man cvmeth uniQ the Fetbar 
but by me} \ 

Again : — yeruj, lerily I Jay unto you. He tbaleM- 
tereth net by the deer unto the fieep-fcldy hut cUmbeih 
up fytne ctber "J^ay, the fame is s tbiefand a robber. 
And then Chml adds — I a^n the dcor cftbejbeep^ 

St- Peter declares:— AW/i»^ ir tbere Jdvaiim pi 
any ctber \ for tbere is none otber name under b^aven 
given among men wbereby we mufl be farmed} 

I will add the teftimony of St. Paul: — nere is 
one Gcdy and one Mediator tetv:eeH God and men^ tbe 
man Chrift Jefus} 

Again : — fVitbcut Jhedding cf blood is no remiffionJ 

Dr. Prieftley is here moft evidently againft the 
bible, and the bible againft Dr. Prieftley, The 
Reader vv ill judge to which credit is due. The 
Doftor's propofition is ftiecr deifm. 

Upon a review of all thefe particulars, I can- 
not help obferving, that I know of no refpeftablc 

writer 

'John 14. 6. ♦IHd. 10. i, 7.— -»Aas4. w. 

*x Tim, 2. 5.-— *'Hcb, 9, %z. 
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■ writer fo like to Dr. Prieftlcy In rafti and unfounded 
aflertions as the celebrated Voltaire^ No man 
ought to read either one or the other, as I have 
obferved in another place, without much previous 
knowledge and caution. They are neither of them 
to be trufted, even in their moft folemn declarati- 
ons, on fubjefts where their minds are prejudiced. 
Their zeal carries them beyond all bounds. Truth is 
facrificed to party views, and their boldeft aflertions 
are not to be regarded by the friends of candour 
and moderation. We have feen already how falla- 
cious fome of the Doctor's are: Voltaire's are not 
lefs fo, in abundance of inftances. He lofes all 
patience when he Ipeaks of the Jewifh nation and 
the holy fcriptures, juft as Dn Prieflley does when 
he Ipeaks'of the doftrjnc of the Trinity, with the 
divinity and atonement of Chrift, I will produce 
two or three declarations of this French infidel, to 
juftify thefe aflertions, and leave the Reader to 
judge how little regard is due to any thing he ad- 
vances upon the mere credit of his own veracity. 

He fays then — " In all the annals of the Hebrew 
h 2 . ". nation • 

•'* It muft be allowed, that the enemies of Chriftianity attack it 
-^* with fome iadvantage on their fide, from the light temper of the 
** age» and from poHbffing thofe qualities which are fuited to its 
«• temper. In their writings they difplay ingenuity, vivacity, 
*' gaiety; they are fparing of grave argument, or rather iecm to 
'• defpife it. They have invented a mode of inveftigation ex- 
** trenjely alluring to the indolent and unexperienced : they affert 
'* boldly, conclude raiWy,- and put on an aiffefted negligence, when 
*' they talk of religion.— ^Such is Voltair,e." 

Hunter's Obfenrations dnthe Hiftdfy of Chrift, 
introd. p. 11, iz. 
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" nation, wc do not meet with a fingle generous 
" aftion.*" 

In oppofition to this aflcrtion, fee the ftoiy of 
Jofeph's conduft to his brethren in the book of Gc- 
nefis: — Mofcs' conduct to the Ifraelites, Ex. 32. 
9 — 13. — Ibid. 32. 31, 32, and Num. 14, 11 — 19: 
— Jonatlian's conduft to David i Sam. 1 9 and ao 
chapters: — ^and Daniel's to the wile men of Baby- 
lon, Dan. 2. 24. 

To thefe inftances of generality, fuch as Voltaiw 
himfelf was never capable of imitating, might be 
added many others from the Jewifh hiftory, of a ' 
fimilar kind, were it neceHary ; but thefe arc amply 
fufficient to prove, that Voltaire was a man to 
whom credit cannot always be given with fafcty: 

Again:—" There are no marks of politends, or 
" fcicnce,or of any improvement in the arts, to' be 
" met with among thefe atrocious nations'* — ^die 
Hebrews.' 

In anfwer to this intolerable falfchood, I refer the 
Reader, who has curiofity enough to inveftxgate the 
bufinefs, to the «< Letters of certain Jews to Vol- 
'^ taire." They are both inftruftivc and enter- 
taining. The hoary Infidel cuts but a very poor 
figure in them. I entreat the admirer of this 
French philofopher to do himfelf the juftice to read 

carefiiUy 

^Voltaire's Works by ^Oiaou and odicrs, voL u p.'tt. 
*Ibid. vol. I. p. 69, 
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carefully and conficipr fc^erly thefc very able aad 
' polkely written letters,* 

S E C T I O N XL 

WE may moreover obferve here, that Dr. 
Prieftley is equally intemperate in his theo- 
logy and politics. For, having ufed his beft endea- 
voyrs to undeify his Saviour, and annihilate his 
Sanftifier ; 'to fallibilize the fcripture, and degrade 
tht facred writers^ ifrom the rank they have ufually 
hc|d in the efteem of mankind; to unfamt the pri- 
JUitiye Fathers, and to faint the ancient heretics ; he 
,p'rck:ccds in his politicd career to predict, and to 
triumph in the expe(5tation of, the fubverfion of the 
conftitution of his country both in church and ftate. 
I^ngs and Bifliops are bugbears to the Do6lor, and 
he is determined,^ as far as lies in his power, to ex- 
terminate them from the face of the earth. " We 
. '*^ arc,'* fays he, "as it were, laying gunpowder 
:^* under the old building of error and fuperftition, 

L3 " which 

; ^rConfclt alfo die R«v. Robert Fiodlay's Vindicarion of the Sa- 
cred Books from the miireprefentations and cavils of this celebia- 
ted infidel. 

. See Barnard's Letters to Pr, Prieftley likewife, for^ glaring 
mifreprefentation of Tillemoi^t on the conduct of Conilantine> at 
the council of Nice^ by the U()&6r, p. 145 and 149* 

Dr. Prieftley afferts aMb, that Irenaeus has never quoted the 
Shepherd of Hernias, in any of his five books; which aflertion is 
well known to be contrary to matter of fa^ 

See moreover another remarkable miftatenvent of vfads b^r the 
Doiftor, refpefting the feventh book of Clemens Alexahdnnus 
Strpmata,in Bp. Horfley's lYafis, p. 1^5 — 190, and Gentleman' 
Magazine fpr Feb. 179I9 i^. I0|< 
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" which a finglc fpark rr.av hereafter inflame^ fo 
** as to prcxiuce an inftantaneous explofions in 
'^ confequence of which, that edifice, the Creadon 
" of which has been the work of ages, may be 
" overturned in a moment, and lb effectually^ as 
*' that the fame foundation can never be biiilt 
" upon again."" 

Again : — " A fmall change in the political ftatd 
'^ of things, fuch as no man can forefec before it 
*^ actually takes place, and which may be at lib 
«^ great diftancc, may fuffice to overturn the bcft 
" compacted eftablilhments at once, before the bi- 
" gotcd fritrnds of them fufpect any danger."* All 
the friends of orthodox}' are bigots, in the opinion 
of Dr. Pric:::" y. and all who favour his own theo« 
logical and po.i:.:.:l fcnrimerits arc lovers of truth, 
reafon, philofophy, :-nd light! 

Again : — " Things are already in fuch a train, 
" that though no perfon can forefee the particular 
" time and manner of the change in favour of Uni- 
" tarianifm, we may be as certain of its taking 
«* place, as if we aftually law it accompliflicd ; and 
" till things are perfeftly ripe for fuch a rcvoluti- 
*^ on, it would be abfurd to expeft it, and in vain 
*' to attempt it."* — It fhould feem from this decla« 

ration^ 

•Import, of Free Inquiry, p. 40, 41. 
♦Ilnd. p. 39. 
^Jbid. p. 41* 



;3ftatidn, that when Dr. Prieftley t^es it bto his 
head things are perfeftly ripe for a revolution in 
church and ftate, he will not be backward to lend 
^n helping hand. It is very poflible, however, he 
may be more courageous in his ftudy than he will 
prove in the field. When he was told the mob 
were coming upon him at the late unhappy riots at 
Birmingham, he took to his heels, inftead of flaying 
to expoftulate with them concerning " The Rights 
'* of Man, Liberty, and Equality," as a true Phi- 
lofopher ought to have done. And when this Rj^ 
Volution bufinefs comes on— thefe will be glorious 
times ! — ^which he is in fuch anxious expedtation of^ 
the Do6tor may happen to find his courage fail 
him again. For he may be aflured there are men 
to be found, ^hp, when duty calls, will not be back- 
ward to try his prowefs in the field of Mars, as well 
as in polemical difcuffion. 

Again: — ^^^ It has been faid that if the DilTentcrs 
** gain this point (the repeal of the corporation 
«* and teft afts) they will aim at fomething niore* 
** This 1 acknowledge. We fhould aflc many 
** things more, becaufe there are many things more 
" that we conceive ourfelves entitled to.- — ^We feel 
^* them to be burthens, and Ihall take every fair 
** opportunity of endeavouring to relieve ourfelves. 
L 4 <c Let 
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'* Let the bench of Biftiops be fully apprifed of 
*' tdiis, and take their meafures accordingly/'^ 

And again:—*' It is nothing but the alliance of 
** the kingdom of Chrift with the kingdoms of 
" this world (an alliance which our Lord himiclf 
« exprefsly difckimed) that fupports the grofleft 
" corruptions of Chriftianity; and perhaps we muft 
" wait for the fall of the civil powers, before thia 
" moft unnatural alliance be broken. CalamitouSt 
*' no doubt, willtjhat time be. But what convulii* 
** on in the political world ought to be a fubjedt of 
" lamentation, if • ^ attended with fo defirabk an 
*' effeft?*'* 

It is evident i thefe fcveral declarations, that 
Dr. Prieftky raining every nerve to fubvert the 
conftitution of his country .* Every man, therefore, 
who is fatisfied with the prefcnt ftate of things, and 
wilhcs not for a return of the puritanical times> or 
to fee this kingdom involved in the horrors of a 
civil war, as is now the cafe with our neighbours, 
Ihould take all proper fteps to counterad the infi- 
dious dcfigns of the Doftor and his friends. Till 
very lately, the members of the Eftablifhmcnt fecm 
to have been aflcep, dreaming no danger is at hand, 
while they are fowing their tares, laying their trains 
pf gunpowder, difperfing thejr inflammatory pamph- 
lets, 

^Letter to Mr. Pitt, p. 20. 
'Corruptions of Chrift. vol. 2. p. 484. 
'See a jull account of the excellence of the confiitution of £ng« 
bod in Mpntefijuieu's Spirit of Laws b. 1 1 • c. 6. 
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JctSj and exerting all their influence to make the 
common people diflatisfied with the conduft of their 
govemours. They meet, aflbciate, raife funds, 
advertife, buy books, and fpread them gratis* to 
all who are difpofed to read. 1 could earncftly 
wifh fome meafures'of a fimilar kind were adopted 
by thofe who are the friends of the prefcnt confti- 
tution, in all our populous towns, where the Diflen- 
tCFs Mt particularly bufy in their feduftive arts. 
Though every man, who thinks at all upon the 
fubjeft, muft fee that there are feveral things in the 
conflitution of this country, which might, pofiibly, 

be 

*' •The repubKcan landed and monied gentry of the north of 
*f Irdand> haye, it is ikid, i:ircalated 20^000 Paine's Rights of 
*♦ Man at twopence a-piece /* ^ 

See Sir firooke Boothby^s, Bart. Obfervations on jthat 
Work, jp. 1 15, 

The ibciety for conftitutional information, held at the Croivn and 
Anchor Tavern, Friday June 15th. 1 792, ordered twelve thou- 
Iknd copies^of Paine's Letter to Mr.* Secretary Di^ndas to be print** 
ed, and diftribated throughout Great Britain. 

There are various anfwers to Mr. Paine's publicatiDns, efp^cially 
t© his « Rights of Man." The above of Sir Brooke Boothby's is 
ffflBply fofficient. Not that he condemns every thing in that work, 
for undoubtedly Paine advances many importwdt truths. But op* 
on the whole,^ ** The Rights of Man" is a very fophiitical and 
pernicious book, calculated to TsoSieaA/uperficial .thinkers, and to 
involve this happy and flouriihing country in all the horrors of a 
cnvii war, and all the deilru^ve coafequences of a national bank*^ 
raptcy. Let the admirer of Paine's book look at France at ihii 

Kefent moment, September iSth. 179a, and blefs himfelf that he 
5 his abode in England. Let him moreover do himfelf the juf- 
dee to read coolly, if he can read coolly, an able anfw^r to Paine's 
book, cntided, /* A Proteft awdnft T. Paine's Rights of Man." ' 
It is a valuable little work, ana has run through four editions in a 
ikon time. No odier anfwer need be rea^. It is fold by Long^- 
man, pr^ (only) oneihillin^. 
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be altered for the better, yet, I believe, there is . 
good fenf>: enough among the great bulk of the 
]:)eoplc, to difcover when they are well and happy. 
They will not therefore be difpolcd to rilk a cer- 
tainty for an uncertainty. They will be content to 
wait, doing juftly^ loving mercy ^ ''jualking humbly with 
iheir Gody and not /peaking evil of dignities, till Pro- 
vide!ice fliall think proper to meliorate the ftate of 
things. Some government there muft be." Some 
|>crrons muft be in power. The fimple queftion 
therefore is, whether we fhalKcontinue our prefent 
mixed form> of King, L.ords, and Commons, which 

has 

* Whoever confiders well the dreadful tonvulfions which wete 
pfferpctually taking place in the Grecian and Roman commonwealths, 
and weighs thoroughly the vaft fuperiority of this country to all 
the commonwealths now in being, both in riches, power, freedom, 
aiid happincfs, will have little inclination to rifc^ue a change. The 
woman in Prov. 14. i . is not fpokcn of as the wifell of women, who 
f lucked do^n her houfe 'with her (rwn handt^ to favc otlicrs the. 
trouble. And (hould the inhabitants of this country be perfoaded 
to do like her, inilead of tHe kingdom of God immediately appear- 
ing, (which many of our canting enthufiafls feem to think would 
be the cafe) a /cry Babel would arife in confequence. If* the ex- 
perience of the prefent wrong-headed levellers in France, thofe 
philofophic^l deifts and atheifts, (as Dr. Prieftley informs us they 
moft ot them are) and if, moreover, the experience ofthcilaft cen- 
tury in this kingdom cannot make us wife, mpfl certain it is, that 
wii never Oiall become fo. Happy are they whom other p(^ple's 
misfortunes make cautious. Some of the greatefl men in France 
liavc been deceived in their unhappy bufmefs. Many of the iame 
dcfcription were laft century deceived in this country. And the 
Jtiilian proverb fays. If a man deceives me once^xt is his fault 5 if 
^■w'itv, it is mine. L«t us not hefiute, therefore, between a legal and 
mild government under King George, and a ufurped ^vemmcnt 
under a mob of petty tyrants, with fome wretched Cromwell at their 
hc«id. If wc are ciilled to look at America as a model of a happy 
government — I rcply^ — Let us wait a century before wc give a oc* 
cidcd opinior. upon that fubjcft. * 



religions OpinwtL 171 

has beeneonfidered by many of die moft experienced 
politicians as the perfcftion of government, or whe* 
thcr two of the branches of the 1-^giflature Ihall be 
fwallo\^ed up by the third, and we reduced once 
more to a Commonwealth, with a few tyrannical 
defpots at the helm of affairs. This is the prefent 
ftruggle. The exifting (late of things miift be fub- 
vcrted: Kings, Lords, and Bifhops banifhed; 
Chrift Jefus dragged from his throne t The HoJy 
Spirit annihilated; The. human foul materialized: 
Dr. Prieftley 2Xi&\viS enlightened fntxids brought in-- 
to power: and then this* reftlefs gentleman will be 
fatisfied.* But, notwithftanding all Jiis fauguirie ex- 
pcftations, and all the exertions of his inflammatory 
. co-adjutors, 

^t)x, PiieiUey mak^ a lamentable outcry concerning the late un- 
iiappy riots at Birmingham, and pmiffAy — not charitably, neither 
fhiloJbpkicaUy — accufes -the whole town and nrighbourhood, high 
and low, of beingconcerneJin the difmal bufincfs, and involved in 
the guilt. Surely this is an atrocious accufation. The Dodor's 
ipirit is too. much agitated to judge candidly. But he is excufable. 
The treatment be met witli was undoubtedly unjuftifiable, upon ary 
principle either of Religion of foOnd policy, and the lofs to the phi- ' 
lolbphical ^orld may never be repaired. But according to the 
principles of retaliation the Doftor met with no more than he jullly 
deferved. A man who treats the laws, ^e religion, the goveniours^ 
andjthe government of his country as Dr. Priellley -has dene, can 
have no right to expedl the favour of thofe goyernours, or the pro- 
tc6lion of that government. The Jury at Warwick aiSizes were (9 
fenfible of this, that they refufed to allow the Dodlor any damages 
for the bugjiing of his numerous manufcript compofitions, though 
thefe-, inall^robabiiity, were, in his own eftimation, the moft valu- 
able part of his property. Mr. Hardinge, the council employed 
againft him, gave them fuch a fpecimen of the pernicious tendency 
of the writings which the Dodor has already publiihed, by a varie* 
ty of extradb from them, that they could no longer confider thofc 
that were *tfl in embryo as of any politive value. 
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co-adjutors, I humbly tnift, and firmly believe, the 
4ution is not yet fo infatuated as to be prepared fiM' 
this change. A vaft majority of the people arc 
well (atisfied with our prelcnt govemours. And 
every nun, that is fo fatisfiecf, (hould endeavour to. 
diffufc his own peaceful fentiments among the peo- 
ple all around him. There are a few cheap low- 
priced books diat might be diiperfed Bxnong the 
common people with goodeffed. Ifl could af- 
ford it I would at my own expence fend them into 
every family in Birmingham, Sheffield, Manchefter, 
Norwich, and every other large town where the 
Diflcntersarc exerting their influence to raife com- 
motions in the minds of the people. The books 
I here allude to are — on reUgious fubjc6b-r-The 
late bifhop Home's two excellent Sermons on '^ the 
" Duty of contending for the Faith," and «* the 
" Trinity in Unity;" and « A Prefcrvativc againft 
" the Publications difperfcd }jy Modem Socinians :" 
-—on political fubjefts — ^^ Hiftorical Memoirs of 
«' religious Diffcnfioni" and " A Look to the Laft 
*^ CeAtury i or the Diflcnters weighed in their own 
•* Scales." Whoever ferioufly reads the two for- 
mer of thefe little pamphlets will have little incli- 
nation to embrace Dr. Prieftley's Socinian princi- 
ples : And wholbcver candidly confiders the con- 
tents of the two latter, together with the «* Protcft 
" againft T. Paine's Rights of Wtan," before men- 
tioned, will never wifh to fee any convulfion or 

r-avplutipn 
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revolution in the conftitution of this country, e^c-* 
daily if it is to originate with the gentlemen who are 
fo ftrenuous for a republican form of government. 
If it be enquired whether I myfelf fee no need 
of a reformation ? — I ingenuoufly anfwer— I do.— 
And whether I am ferfeSlly fatisfied with the con- 
ftitution of this country both in church and ftate ? — 
Certainly not.— Many things, in my judgment, might 
be altered for the better. And I doubt not but 
fuch melioration of the ftate o( t\i\v\g%wi\[ gradually 
take place. But I fee no defefts of that magnitude 
to render it advifable to convulfe the kingdom, and 
to plunge ourfelves into a civil war, for the fake of 
them. We hiave much to lofe, and little to gain.* 
A peaceable, temperate, internal reform of the de- 
cayed parts of the conftitution, whether in church 
or ftate, is what no real friend to his country could 
have any folid objeftion to. The Conftitution has 
already received many fuch from the fpirited efforts 
of individuals, from the combined talents of united 
patriots, artd from tiie progreflive wifiiom of ages. 
But then J:hefp improvements have been diftated by 
experience and guided by prudence.*^ T^^y ^^^^ 
*« not the fantaftical theories of wild philolbphical 
^ ^culatifts, inftoxicatcd with the vanity of over- 
** turning whatever was eftabliflied. They were 
-*' real impfovements, meriting the approbation of 

* "the 

^J5cc afiiaail PanyWet enutled ".A Word in Seafon to the T^, 
^ Scrs aid 'Manulkaurcrs of Great Britain.^* 
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" the wife, the lupport of the brave, and the afFcfti- 
** onate attachment of every friend to his country.**' 

SECTION XIL 

I HAVE now tlirown a few of the curious fenti- 
ments of tliis philofophicalDivine into one view, 
and made fuch. obfcrvations upon them as occurred 
to my mind as we went along, Pretenfions to no- 
velty they can have little, feeing moft of them arc 
found in the v/ritings of Chubb, Tindal, Socinus, 
and other authors of a fimilar defcription. What is 
more remarkable, I thi^ik, than any of his opinions, 
is, tliat, with all his fanatical aflbmpticns and inde- 
cent dogmaticalncfs upon theological fubjefts, of 
yhich here are ample fpecimens, he himfelf is 
the verieft weather- cock that ever exiftcd, A few • 
yeai*s ago, he was, by his own confeffion, fucceffive-^ 
ly, a fcri<5t Calvinift— a Trinitarian— an Arian— 

a high 

♦The public papers have juft informed us, that Dr. Prieftlcy and 
Mr. Fainc are eleded members of the national conyeAtion in 
PVarxe. Mr. Paine, it feems, is gone. Whether Dr. PricfUcy 
will think proper to accept the honour the Jacobins have done him^ 
we are not yet told. If he does, I fincerely wifh he may be inftnu 
men!:al in the hands of Providence in teaching them to believe in 
God, and in Jefus Chrift whom he has fent ; to do juftice, love mer- 
cy, and repent for all the innocent blood which they have (hed.-*- 
The Almighty has evidently a quarrel with that great nation. I 
hope he wiB fcourge them in mealixre. And when he haih accom- 
pliflied his difpleafure upon them, that he will bring order Qut of 
confufion, and caufe happinefs to fpring from their prefent mifery. 
They feem too niuch enlightened ever to fubmit to an arbitrary 
government again. If they defervc liberty they ihall have it. But 
they have latent given us many horrible fpecimens of their demejit. 
They feem refolved to delfroy cveiy gre^t man from Wjonjf thfcqij 
unlcw he is as mad as themfelves, . .-.i • 
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a high Socinian — and now he is a low Socinian — 
and he ftill declares it doubtful whether his creed be 
yet fixed.s *^ I fhall not be offended/* fays the 
Do6tor> " if you Ihould account for my roving 
^' from one opinion to another, by fuppofing, that 
^^ I have a temper of mind too hoftile to every thing 
" that is eftablifhed; or if you fhould izji that I am 
^^ more apt to be fatisfied with any thing belonging 
" to myfelf, than with my opinions, and that I am 

^^ not likely to fix long in any fcheme." 

"It 

•Letters to Dr. Horfley, pref. p. 5 ,^-1 have oft^n been ilruck 
with the defcriptionof the ancient Heretics, given by an anonymous 
Author^ in the latter end of the fccond, or beginning of the third 
century. How far feveral parts of.it are applicable to feme of our 
inodem Sedarifts the Reader will judge : — " They have bpldly," 
iiys thiji Author, " adulterated the holy fcriptures ; they have re- 
** jefted.the rule of the primitive faith ; and have been ignorant 
*' of Chrift, They are not inquifitive after that which the facred 
*' writings declare, but bellow much labour and pains in finding 
** out fuch fyllogifms as may cpnfirm the fcheme of their impiety. 
** And if any one propofes to them a text of the divine fcriptures, 
*' they examine whether a conneftive or disjundlive form of a fyl- 
** logifm may be made of it. Leaving the holy fc.ipture? of Gqd, 
** they ftudy geometry. Being of the earth they fpeak of things 
*' earthly ; and are ignorant of him who comes from above. 
*' Therefore amongft fome of them Euclid's geometry is rtudied 
*' with great application. Ariftotle and Theophrallus are admired, 
*' And Qalen, in like ipannera is by others of them ainioll adored. 
«' Why need I fay that thefe pei-fons (who make ufe of tlie arts o£ 
f infidels for the confirmation of their erroneous cpinio.is, and by 
♦* the craft of atheills debafe the true authority of the holy fcrip- 
f* tures) are at the greateft diftance from the faith ? JHence it is 
** (hat they have rafhly laid their hands upon the facred writings, 
** faying, tha^ they ought to be corrected. Whoever is dcfirous 
«' may eafily be informed that I fpcak not this falfely of thea , 
•' For would any one examine the copies of the fcriptures which 
** they have colle6led together, and compare them one with ano- 
*• ther> he would find that they diifercd very much cae from anor 
^f ther : For the copies of Afclepiacjotus aigrec not .with thftfe gf 
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" It is ccrtiun," continues he, '^ that, fo far 
*^ from having much fondncfe for the opinions diat 
** I received from my education, I have gone on 
" changing, though always in one direftion, fixrni 
• *' the time that I begun to thmk for myfelf to the 
** prefent day, and I will not pretend to fay when 
" my creed will be fixed."* 

Where this unliable gentleman means to termi- 
nate his retrograde motions, whether with Hobbsj; 
Hume, and Voltaire,^ or with Vanini of Italy, Spi- 
noza 

" Theodotus. Many fuch copies as thefe may be procured; be- 
" caufe their followers have with much labour and curiofity wtic- 
** ten the corrections, as they call them> of their feveral inftniAors. 
*' Again ; the copies of Hermophilus agree not with thefe j6ft 
** mentioned : and thofe of Apollomdes differ one from another* 
" For whoever will be at the trouble to compare them, wiD find 
'' that thofe copies firft put forth by him, do very much di&gree 
** with his other copies, which he afterwards did again wreft and 
** disfi£:ure. How much impudence there is in this wicked aftion, 
" it is likely they themfelves are not ignorant : for either tbiy dw 
" not belie*ue the /acred nvritings to have been diSlated hy the Hefy 
'* Spirit, and then they are infidels : or elfe they account diemfelvei 
** wifer than the Holy Ghofl ; and what are the^ then but fana- 
** tics ? For they cannot deny this audacious fad to have been 
** done by their ownfelves, becaufe the copies have bceii wiitten 
" out by their own hands ; neither did they recdve fuch copies 
'* as thefe from thofe who were their inllrudlors ; nor yet can they 
*' fhew the copies out of which they .tranfcribed diefc thingt. 
^* But fome of them have not indeed been at the pains to adulte- 
'* rate the fcnptures, but, having wholly reje£led both the Law 
*' and the Prophets, by a lawlefs and atheiftical dodbine, under a 
" pretence of grace, they are fallen into the lowefl pit of delhiic- 
*' tion." 

Eufeb. Eccl. Hift. b. 5. chap. 28, 
^Letters to Dr. Price, p. i67» 
7'* Toland and Tindal, attempting to write in defence of Sod- ' 
** nianifm, becape profeffed deifls, and wrote againft the Chrif&ui 
.** religion. 
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noza of Holland, and Mr. William Hammon of 

Liverpool, is impoflible for any one yet to fay: for 

wc read of fome, who arc ever learningf and never 

' aale to come to the knowledge of the truth ; who ate 

iike children, carried away with every wind of dcStrine 

by the flight of men, and cunning craftinefs whereby 

' they lie in wait to deceive. And we are told by the 

' feme authority, that evil men andfeducers fball waK 

worfe and worfe, deceiving and being deceived. This 

imftable temper, thefe winds of doftrine and flights 

of men, this 'cunning craftinefs and itch of novelty, . 

may lead the learned Doftor into greater inconve- 

'tiiences than he feems at prefentto haveany appre- 

henfion of. Be this, however, as it may, I leave 

the conlidcrate Reader to judge, if this is not % 

pWtty fort of gentleman to fct up for a reformer of 

all the religions in Chriftendom? If we muft be* 

lifeVe fuch a Proteus-like philofopher, it may be 

■■ vtry juftly demanded, 'K^i?^ we are 'to believe him? 

ibrhe is extremely warm and pofitive under tvcry 

jchange of fehttment.* Om would have hoped 

/ M jj^aft 

«* Mr. Whifton, who was himfelf an Arian, being one day in 
^ ^vcrfation widi Chubb, who was a Socinian, he (Whifton) 
<' told \Axtk, it would not be long before he embraced deifxn^ and 
«' hifdidfo." 

*• Hurd's.View of all Religions, p. 584. 

Mr. Whitaker gives us a fuller view of thefe revolutions of fc- 
veraj of the Sodnian writcft ih his ^< Origin of Arianifm Difclof- 
ed/' p. 497—500- . 

^Letters to Young Men, drc. p. ^5^ and Animadverfions on 
Mr- White's Sjcrrmons, jp. 76, ct alibi frequenter. 



17 5 Strict ures en 

paft experience might have made him cautious and 
moclcll in liis future declarations. But alas I he 
feems incyrable. lie is more vaunting, if poflible, 
in fome of his late publications, than when he firft 
fet out in his polemical career. The lion is roufcd - 
by die iliarp ftiniulants of the Ihrewd Arch-deacon 
cf St. Albcins, and bifhops, profeffors, and Bamp- 
tcn-le6lurers j our Tillotfons, StiUingflects, and 
Hurdsi hay even your Clarkes, Hoadleys, Whif- 
tons, and Prices, are fo many mere children 
before him.* Indeed, wliat are arch-bifhops^ 
bilhops, profeflbrs, and Bampton-leflurers ?. Mofcs 

..and 

. 'Dr. Pj ieftlcv makes liis boafl, that very few of the patrons of 
C^thodoxy, and almofl none of the advocates of Arianifin, flep 
forward to vindicate their refpeilivc fchemes. Let the Dodor be 
told, that the reafon of their filence is, probably, not what he fiq>- 
pofes it to be. He imagines the patrons of the two fchemes dif- 
truft the ground on which they ftand, or that they are afraid of en- 
countering his rare polemical abilities. In both thefe fuppofitionft, 
T apprehend, the Ddftor is miilaken. The reafon of their fUeoce 
is very different. If I might be permitted to anfwer for them, it 
ihould be in the words of a letter inferted in the Gentleman^s 
•Magazine for March, 178^ which I will tranfcribe at length, . 
" Mr. Urban, 
».li " ^." Pi*&^ *®» *5 * letter from Dr. PrJeftley on the con-^ 
«• troverfy which has for fome time been carried on between him 
«^ and his fevcral antagonifls. He IHU, I perceive, continues to 
<' write with his accuftomed aiTorance, and to boall of his nuAie*> 
'* rous victories over the advocates of orthodoxy, though repeat- 
*' ediy foiled by thofe advocates. But be it known upto* thii 
" doughty champion, that his opponents deiift not from tLe con- 
'* troverfy becaufc impartial men fuppofe they have received an 
" overthrow, but bccaufe they are perfedlly fatisfied, that Dr. 
" Pri.'fUey has bcenprovcd /«c<7^»^^jai/in the bufinefs of Chrif- 
** tiah antiquity by his more learneoadveriary, the Bifhopof St. 
" David's — that enough has been already faidon the doctrine of' 
'" of the Holy Trinity, to convince any candid impartial perfcnu 
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and the Prophets, Jefus Chrift and his Apofiles, are 
icvery one treated with like indignity.* They all 
fall down confounded before this mighty antagonift 
of heaven:* 

** O'er fhields, and helms, and helmed heads he rides 
" Of thrones, and mighty Seraphim proftratc," ^ 

M 2. But— 

•* by Bp. Bull, Mr. Leflie, l)r. Waterland, Dr. AHix, Mr. 

*• Jones, Biftiop Horfley, Mr. Badcock, and others ; aU whofe 

•• books are in the libraries of the learned — that the I'ubjed un- 

«* der debate is in very good hands, if the precipiute Do6lor will 

•* vouchfafc indulgence m the article of time — that Dr. Prieftley 

•• fets afide moll of the principles of juft iiSterfiretation, and by 

*• that means can make any thing of any thing — and, laftly, that 

*• whoever enters into a controverfy with him muft orjwd t6 car- 

•* ry on an eternal war ; and, moreover, be infulted on every oc- 

***cafion with mock triumphs : for to confulc him and to filencc 

- •* him are very different matters. The Do6lor ou^ht to know, Mr. 

•• Urban, that wife men wiU be fatisfied with having faid all that 

«' is neceffary to convince bumhle enquirers after truth, rather 

** than to be forever cavilfing for the lake of vidory. Befides, 

*' ^experience has taught his c^iponcnts, that he has an advantage 

«* they were little aware of, and which falls to the fhare of but very 

** few ; he can figfit as well upon his back as upon his legs, and is 

•' of that wonderfully her(»c jfpirit, that, let them knock him 

**. down ever fo often,* he will (pring up again, cail them fools 

** and blockheads, and (hout, Vi6lory ! Vitlory ! and' will never 

** yield the day but with . bis lafl breath. I am' therefore of opi- 

/' nion, that Dr. Horfley riever diiplayed his good fenie to gre.it- 

«• cr advantage, than when, having faid enough upon the qoellion 

*• in debate, and proved Dr. PriefUey's incompetifncy, he difre- 

«* garded, in filent contempt, the frefh challenges and provocati- 

*' on s of his baffled ad verfary. l?br, ferioufly, Mr. Urban, were 

*• my learning and abilities ever fo much fupcricr, 1 would as 

" foon encounter Therfites in loijuacity, as the vaunting Doflor 

*• in controverfy, upon any fubjed whatever." » 

■"■" \ 

I ♦Dr. Prieftley has lately written a Iliftory of the Chri!lian 

Church, in which, Mr. Biigefs tells us, he has given ** the moll 

** defe^ve reprefentations. I fay defedlive," continues he,' " be- 

•' calife defedrre in cfTential circum fiances, and partial, bccaufe 

^ ••' confident with the opinions of one jpaxt only, and tjiat much 

*■• the fmalleft-part of thofe, wlio profeis themfelvcs to be ChrilU- 
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But — Dr. Piieftky and his friends are Icarncdi 
men, and muft know what are the true do£triiics 
of the gofi lel.-— 

So was Spinoza a learned man, and yet he was- 
an atheift : So was Voltaire a learned man, and yet, 
he was a dei.?^: So was' Socinus, and yet he be- . 
lieved Jefus Chrift was called God in holy fcrip- 
turc; worfiiif'ped him as fujh ; and could hardly 
allow them to be Chrillians who rcfufcd him. reli- 
gious adoratioji : So was Mr. Whifton, yet he was 
an Arian, and* for many year5i a ftrenuous oppoler 
of the Socinians:— So was -Baron Swedenborg, y« 
he wr.s a 'Sabell'in4i : And fo are infinite numbers of 
excellent pcrfcms; whof differ toto caslo from Dr. •* 
Priellley, and our other vaunting' Unitarians, in 

their 

" ans. It might ha ve been expedled from an hiflorian of thp 
" Chriftian Church, that in his account of the origin of the Chrifti- 
*' tin religion, he w( )uld not have omitted anj 'very diftinguifliing 
" particulars relating r to the perfonal character and authority of its 
" Founder. But Dr. Prieftfcy has omitted the moft diflingiudung 
** particulars in the ! ife and converfation of Jefus Chrift. H? fays 
" nothiftg of the extraordinary circumfbilces of his birth, nothing 
*^ of his many d'^courfes with the Jews and his difciples re/pe6tii\g 
*' himfeir and his commiffion ; zndihzs mifrefre/enteJ the nature 
«' of the charge, on which, he was condemned to the crofs. The 
*' miraculous QOTicepition fhews, that Jefus Chrift had no huinaii 
*' father; yet Dr. Prieftley calls him the fon of Jofeph, and^^ys' 
'' nothing of his birth." 

Sermon on the Divinity of Chrift, 'p. 45. 

'Modeft men, am! fmcerc enquirers after truth, are ever to bc^ 
cfteemed, however they may differ from us in opinion : hm vain. 
noify, over-bearing, fhallo^ difputants, who are evermore dif- 
turbing the company into which tney are admitted wkh their pon<r 
tical and religious noftrums, are to be had in dete^adon by all 
good men of every perfuafion, A proud, haaghty^ boaft20|[> 
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their religrdus fentiments. It may be added too, 
that the Apoftatc Ipirit, is, probably, m9re knowing 
by many degrees t^itan the wikft divine or philofo- 
• phcr* in the univerfc.j and yet, with all his fiiperior 
wifdom and knowledge, he ftill continues an enemy 
to God, and his only-begotten Son.** Confidera- 
-M 3 tions 

vain-glprious fpirit. Is an infallible criterion of any man's being 
/undamiehtally erroneous. However juft his fpeculati\P^ opinions 
maybe, he is pradically, morally, and religioufly wrong. I have 
always confidered the rule, laid down by the eminently pious Mr, 
Berv^y, whereby to judgb of the truth of our views of religion^ 
as a very good one, and I ftiil fee no reafon to be of a di&rent 
-opimon, *' That do<5trine>?' faid he, " which tends 

** To humble the iinijier; 

** To exalt the Saviour; 

*\ To promote holinefs ; 
*' That doAriri% which tends to accoraj^lifli all thefe defigns, 
** yoia may embrace as ibUnd. That which is defedlive in its in* 
** flttenceon any one- of them, you ihouid rejed as corrupt." 

Theron and Afpafio, dial. 8. 

^Though it is highly unbecoming both the man and the Ghrifti- 
-an to plead the authority of great names for what we are to believe ^ 
yet there is as much reafon for the Orthodox to glory in the name 
if a Bacon or a Boyle, a Milton of a Grotius, a Bull or a Wat^r- 
itnd, as for the Socinians to make their boafc of Aich men as they 
thkik an honour to theilr caufe. The fad is, neither on one fide 
norithe other, is mere human authority to be much regarded. R- 
vary man muft feek out truth for himtelf, and get the bcft evidence 
for his opinions that he can. One good and fubilantial reafon is 
worth twenty great names. We oCight however to be very careful 
how we diflent in matters of importanc* from feriou*, can- 
did, learned, and religious Aien. -If a man is a meek, humbl:;, low^ 
' ly, ferious, judicious, learned, and well-infornied man ; and if his 
whole life, conduft,'8nd tempers, befpeak him finccre and in ear- 
ned in his religious concerns ; I fljould be very unwilling to diifeot 
from his opinions on any of Ae great dodrines of redemniion* 
Indeed I (hould^t dare to do it without the mofl earnefl and im- 
par&l ipvelligation. ' And I would obferve, on the other 4iand, 
that DO man's fentiments on the leading truthaofthe gofpel ire of 
toy great weight or impRrtancCa in my judgment, whiofe charader 

t 
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tions of this kind, however, can have little or nor 
weight with Dr. Prieftley and Mr. Lindfey, feeing 
the former doubts of the exiftence of the devil, and 
the latter is periliadcd there is no fuch being.* 
This is fine news for the finners in our Sion ! But 
on thofe, who believe the holy fcriptures, confidc- 
rations like thefe will have an influence becoming 
the importance of the conviftion. 

Bi^t — Dr. Prieftley* is a moral man, and a man 
of juft wortji and cftimation. — 

So 

does not aniWcr the above dercription. The names of Bifhops, 
Lords, Dukes, and Kings, or even Philofophers, merely as fuch, 
are of extremely little moment with me, where the truth of reli- 
gious opinions is concerned. Nothing; upon earth can fapply the 
place of humility and ferious godlineis. 

'Dr. Price is of opinion uiere are angels both good and bad : 

*'€ce his Sermons, p. 122. — Dr. Prieftley doubts of ^e exiftence of 

devils : See Letters to Dr. Price, p. 163. — But Mr. Lindfey is 

pofitive there is no devil, no fatan, ijo demons : See Vinuidas 

. Prieftlianre, pref. p. 6. 

Inanfwer to Dr. Prieftley and Mr. Lindfey on the fubje^l of the 
exiitence of the fallen angels, I would only requeft the ferious Rea- 
der to confult his bible. It is full of the dodhine. See efpecially. 
Mat. 10. K-^Ibid. 25. 41, — Mark 5. 8, 9. — John S. 44. — 2 Cor.'* 
II. 14, 15. — James 2. 19. — 2 Pet. 2. 4. — i John 3. 8. — Jud« 
6, — Mr. Lindfey and his learned friend may doubt and denjr the v 

Modrine — as wlut do£lrine has not been doubted and denied ? — 
But I ^efy them both todifprove it. I wifh they could. They woald 
perform a'taflc extremely acceptable to mankind. They would 
dcferve an honour much higher than that of a feat in the national 
ccnvcntion of France, to which the latter of thcfe gentlemen^ it 
feems, is invited. 

" •! have often been told," fays a pious writer, " that Dr. Prieft- * 
*\ ley is a moral man, and have heard his (incerity highly com^ 
*' mend.-'d, I fuppofe, in juftification of his orinciples, or, at . 
" %i^' *^ leflen the cftifure which might be expSted tor the fingn- 
*• laSty of his opinions. He may be a very moral man, and his 
** life, I doubt not, reproach the loofe coidudl of many, wlp. 
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So was Voltaire; fo was Spinoza's fo was Mr. 
Whifton ; fo was Baron Swedcnborgi.and foarc mul- 
titudes of thofe learned and virtuous pcrfons, who 
hold the religious principles of Dr. Prieflleyin the 
utmoft abhorrence. We Ihould always bear in mind, 
that fomething more is neceffary to conftituting a 
truly religious charafter befldes the negative vir- 
tjies.. A man may be very proud, yet very tem- 
perate; very conceited, felf-righteous, and wife in 
his own eyes (witnefs the Scribes and Pharifees) 
who is conftitutionally free from all the grofler vi- 
*ccs of human nature. In fome men the vices of 
the body prevail: in fome the vices of the mind; - 
and in others both have the dominion. If we fup-< 
pqfe that either great learning, or flrifc morals, are 
fure criterions of tmth, we fhall be led into ftr^o-e 
abfurdities: for men of the moft coiitiadidlory • 

M 4 . . cpinicns 

■ J 

^ fpcculativcly at leaft, maintain founder principles : but this is 

•♦• no evidence, that he is either right or fafe. Some men are con- 

*• ftitutionally fober ; and this, in an age of dijffipaiion, of licen- 

** lioufnefs and irreUrion, is enough to acquire the reputation of 

•• being virtuous ; e^ecially, if this-fobricty be accompanied wi^rh 

" zeal for religion. A diffipated, irregular conduct will' not con- 

*' fift with the views of a ftudent, who is forever writing for tlie. 

*' public. And they who venture to oppofe eftabliihed dodlrinc? 

^* and broach heterodox opinions, find i^. neceffary. to put on. 

" ihcep's clothing m order to gain attention and credit, and to give 

•* weight te their own fy flem ; or, at leail, to prevent the alarm, 

•'** which the apprehenfion %)f aiiy dangerous tendency in their 

V principles might occafion." * ^ • 

Jcfifc's Defence of the Church, p. 151, i eg. 
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opinions have been both one and the other.* Great 
learning, properJj ufed, isgood: ftridt morak are 
eflentially neccuSry to true religion: but great 
. learning is no fure prote6tion from deftruftivc er- 
ror J nor arc ftrid morals, commonly fo called, an 

infallible 



'* ^If the queflion fliould be put, whether it be not, upon a ge- 
•* neral confiaeration, a greater crime to propagate herefy, or 
'* corrupt the true faith of Chrift, to fay nothing; of infidelity^ 
*' than to lead an irregular, or vicious, courfe of life ? We miift 
" affirm that it is ; as being a crimen at once, of a more dange- 
*' reus, and a more diffufive influence. It mufi: be allowed, that 
*' he who poifons the fountains of natural religion and morafity* 
•' if we may judge of his crime by the dired, and nialignant cf- 
" fedls of it, is much more criminal, than ^ mere imaioral man : 
** becaufe bis piinciples tend, if they be not (6 deiigned, to in- 
" troduce an univerial corruption of manners, and to deftroy the 
*' very grounds and reafons of moral virtue in every kind, Hcre- 
*' fies, in like manner, which tend to overthrow the dodrines o€ 
" revealed religion, and efpedally if they be induilriouily propa- 
** gated to that end, import more flagrant guilt, than a neglect of 
" comformmg ourfelves, in other refpefts, to the rules of that 
*' religion. An hercliarch, in a word, when oppoibd to a bad 
" Chriltian, is as a Julian or Celfus, upon the comparifon, with 
'* a mere practical Pagan. 

" They are impofdd upon, therefore, by a great fallacy, in their 
<* way of reafoning, who pretend, that men are not, in fo high a 
" meafurc, accountable for heretical notions, which yet they open* 
«' ly advance, as for a bad life; or that a man may more fafely cor-» 
*' rupt the faith of Chrift ; than be corrupt in his morals. For 
«« they do not ftate the cafe right, nor make a juft comparifon. 
" Should any one lay down principles to juftify impurity, orex- 
" cefs in eating or drinking, and (o be a heretic (if the manner 
'* of expreffion may be allowed) in morality ; fuch a one mights 
•' we grant, 'render himfelf more obnoxious an^ detellablc, than a 
'♦ heretic, with refpeft to points properly theological. But, as. 
*^. the comparifon is made, between a heretic and a bad imnK>faI 
•'■ man ; the queftion comes to this, whether it be not more dan. 
*' gprous, orao not argue, in the attempt, a greater depravation 
'* of mind, tp corrupt the faith of the whole church, than to 
* lay an occalion before certain particular perfons of fc.ndal, or ^ 
'* perhaps of^ guilty compliance^ by a fiprple example. 
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infallible teft of our being fundamcntaHy right. 
We have had atheifts, deifts, and heretics of every 
defcription, both learned and moral. Notliing un- 
der heaven canftipply the place of profound fub- 
miffion of Jbul to the dominion of the Son of God. 
^any man leve not the Lord Jj^us Chrifi^ let him be 
anathema mtiranatha. 

I would not, however, be.mifunderflood infpeak- 
ing of Dr. Prieflley's change of fenriment«ff: for 
to change ientimehts may ibmetimes be a proof of 
tvifdom and patient iiivefcigation. Rarely will a 
man be found, who is a confiflendy religious cha- 
raftcr, that has not had occafion to change fome 
opinion or other.* But, in the name of common 

fenfe, 

'* It is not then without reafon, that feme perfons'are afted by 
** a ftrdnger zeal againft heretics in opinion, than againll ' liber- 
«' tines in pra<SHce ; the prefervation of the whole being of greater 
<* confeqiience, and more to be confulted, than the prefervation of 
" a fmall, or, in amy degree, ^i 2l lefs part. While principles re- 
'* main l^rm and unfliaken, though men may a6l contrary to them, 
«' there is fomething itill left to reduce them, and to prevent the. 
«' defedion of others. But when foundations arc cad down, no- 
*' thing but confuiioa and every evil work, can be expefted to £ol- 
'f .lo'.v. I ihall, upon all tlifefe accounts, take occafion ta infer the 
«* neceffity of a becoming zeal for preferying the purity of the 
*' faith, againft all innovations whatever, as a neceflary and in- 
** difpenfable duty. A duty, indeed, exprefely enjoined in the 
<* holy fcriptures, which require, and with which i'aTi;5li©n I fhall 
_^ **' therefore enforce this inference, that we ihould eantcjily nnteni 
i" for the faith i' luhich il'os once dcli*vo'cd to the faints ; and bold 
*' faft Xhe^rofefpon of it ivithout 'wai/erijtg.'** 

.^^ Fiddes's Theologia Speculativa, b. 4. c, i* ^ 

'Mr, Toplady is an cxtrnordinary inllance to tfie contrary. '* It 
'* is not the fmallc^ of my diAijiguiihing mercies^" fays diis ajblc 
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fenfe, v/hat . is a fober Chriftian to do amidft all 
thefc revolutions of religious views, and high prc- 
tenfions to fuperior light and information? Mull he 
rafhly conclude there is no fuch thing as truth, that 
it is in vain to feek after it, or that it is of no con- 
fequence what principles we embrace, if our lives 
are moral ? This would be a conclufion equally 
fallacious and dangerous.- It would be fallacious, 
becaufe there furely is fuch a thing as truth, whe- 
ther we may be happy .enough to pofTefs it or not: 
it would be dangerous, becaufe it anniMlatcs at one 
ftroke all the duties of the firfl table of the law. A 
determined deift, or an avowed atheift,* may be a 

moral 

- man, *' that from the \trf commencement of my unworthy mi- 
** niftrations, I have not had a fmgle dodrine to retradl, nor a fin- 
' '.' gle word to unfay." 

Caveat againll unfound Do^trines^ p. i8. 
Some of my Readers will probably be of opinion, that it v^rould 
have been much to this gentleman's honour to have retra^d feve- 
ral of his dodrines, and unfaiid many of the intemperate things 
which he advanced in the courfe of his polemical career. 

*Spinoza, whom Bayle caDs " the greateft Atheift that ever 
" lived," is generally allowed to have been a fodable, hooeft, 

( friendly, and good moral man. He was firft a Jew> then a Chrif- 
tian, and then an Atheift. Notwithftanding his principles, he 
was moreover temperate, liberal, difmterefted. He faid nothing 
in converfation but what was edifying ; never fwore ; never ipoke 

• difrefpeftftilly of God. — How much more becoming was his con- 
dudl herein, than that of many of our modem Socinians, whd 
are upon every occaiion treating the do^bine of the holy and un- 
divide^d Trinity, and the divinity and atonement of Chrift, with 
the moft indecent language, and the moftfcurrilous contempt ? Tjjf, 
Prieftley, in particular, has been extremely blameable in this re- 
fp^cl. The foregoing Stridures contain abundant inflances of 
the learned gentleman's iudifcrcct and fanaiical zeal. •• ^ 
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jnoral man; and, from one motive or another, a 
pun6hial obferver of moft of the duties of the fc- 
cond table. But fhall we therefore conclude, ei- 
ther that there is no God, and no Saviour j or that 
it is unneceflary we fhould pay any regard to their 
Cxiftence, and the precepts they have enjoined ? 

. SECTION XIII. 

AMIDST all thefe jarring opinions, contradic- 
tory fentiments, and high pretenfions to 
truth, what is a fericus obferver to do, it may be ve- 
•ry reafonably afked, in order to arrive at a compcr 
tent knowledge of the great doftrines and duties of 
natural and revealed religion ? Here are, we have 
feen, both Atheifts and Deifts,. Thefe, a^ weft as 
the more plaufiblp among the feveral fcfts oif Chrif- 
tians, put in their claim. to truth, and re'quire us to 
give them a difpafllbnate hearing. And, what is re- 
markable, each, even of thefe denominations, hath 
found men of confiderabic talents and refpeftabili- 

- ty to efpoufe its caufe. Vanini and Spinoza, as 
well as young Servin, were unqueftionably perfons 
of fome abilities and learning; Indeed men of or- 
dinary talents rarely go out of the ^common way. 
But Ihall we therefore conclude, that thefe bold and 
ardent fpirits, who neither fear God nor regard man, 

^ are right, that all the reft of the world hath ever ^ 
^been deluded, and that there truly is no Supreme 
Being ? Shall we not rather £\y *with- the royal 
. ^ Pfaimif^* 
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Pfalmift, what is really the truth, that it is only the 
fool who hath /aid in his heart', There is no God ? For 
who but a fool could make any fuch ftupid decla- 
ration ? feeing that there exifts a fupreme and in- 
telligent Governour of the World, all " nature crys 
aloud tfirough aU her works ?" 

But, fcveral of the Atheiftb^ were confiderable 
men, and men of no mean attainments. — Be it fo. 
Shall we, therefore, out of a filly, mifguided,^d 
irrational charity, annihilate our God, ;uid forfeit 
every txpccflation that is djar among men ? Shall 
v/e pay the compliment of fingular wifdom and dif- 
cernmcnt to a few wretched Atheiflx, at the cxpenfe 
of^the wifdom and difcernm^nt of all the world bc- 
fides ? If there are a few lufi naturir in evciy dc- 

^ partment 

'We have many very excellent trcatifcs written to prove the be- 
ing and perfedlions of God againll the Atlicills. Bcfides fevcral 
others, the following are excellent : — i . Dr. Clarke's DifcourTc on 
the Being and Attributes of God. 2. Mr. Wollafton's Religion 
of Nature Delineated. 3. Biihop Willdns' Principles and Du- 
ties of Natural Religion. 4. Mr. Ray on the Wifdom of (5od 
in the Works of Creation. 5. Dr. Derham's Phyfico and Aftro- 
Theology. 6. Dr. Bentlcy's Sermons at Boyle's Lecture. 7. 
Archbimop Tillotfon, on the Wifdom of being religious, vol. 1. 
fcr. I. — 7. Dr. Nieuwentyt's Religious Philofopher. 8. Mr- 
Wclley's Survey of the Wifdom of God in the Creation. 9. 
Fcnelon's Dcmonftration of the Exiftcrce, Wifdom, and Power 
of God. — I might add many hiorc ; but thefe are all excellent in 
their kind, and any one of them fuiTicient to confute all the Athe- 
iHa that ever lived, upon the principles of fair and impartial rea^- 
foning. And if rcaionable beings will tiot fubmit to fur and im- 
partial reafoning, man can do notliing with them ; they muft be left 
to the God who made them, and whofc exigence they deny. He 
is able to convince them. And to him they (hall go for that pur* 
pofe. 
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partment of the works of God, Ihall we be fo infa- 
tuated and abfurd as to conclude, thefc are the only 
genuine produftions of nature, and all the reft, a 
million to one, are monftrous births ? 

If this cannot be admitted with rclpe£t-to Athe- 
^ ifts, vrhat fliall we fay to the Dciftical gentry of the 
age ? The former reject the exiftence of a God, the 
latter the- exiftence of a Savio^ir. The Atheift 
laughs at the Deift,- and the Deift defpifes the A- 
theift.* ^he holy fcripaire, however, that grand 
, charter of all our deareft hopes and expeftations, 
treats them both with nearly the Hime feverity. 
For whatever pretences they have, and whatever 
qualifications they poflcfs (and it is granted fomc 
of them have many pretences, and poflcfs various 

and 



** ♦When David Hume was at Paris, fome converfation on re- 
-*' ligious fubjefts is faid to have pafTcd between himfelf and Meffrs, 
*' D'Alembert, Diderot, ani other fublime geniufes, remarkable 
•* for their noble contempt of thofe narrow nodons and vulgar preju- 
•• dic€s which debafed the underftandingof a Bacon, a Newton, and 
•♦a Locke. In the courfe of tlie conference, it was difcovered* 
*• that Hiime did not go quite fo far in the unbeliever's creed as* 
" ibjnc of the company. He contended for the exiftence, and for 
•* the moral government, of a Deity. After he left the room, one 
" of the phiiofophers being aiked what he thought of Mr. Hume, 
•' replied, that he certainly was a man of an enljirged and liberal 
•' torn of mifidr and that it was a great pity, tiiat he; had not 
'* been able wholly to diveft himfelf of fuperlUtion, and to Ihalce 
*' off tiie remaining prejudices of his education," Monthly Re- 
view for A uguft, 1792, p. 375. 

'Hius, we fee, the Ameilt accufes the Dei/l of faperftltioa for 
believing; there is a God ; the ])eiil will accufe the Chriltian of 
faperltition for believing there is a Saviour ; and the Socinian 
will accufe the Orthodox of fupoillition tor believing the divinity 
^d atonement of that Saviou;-. 
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and ihining qualifications) furrly they labour under 
a ver/ culpable infatuauon of mind, and the word 
of God feems to leave them without any manner of 
cxcufe. Mofcs, fpeaking of the advent of Mefliah, 
declares, that God wU be highly difpleafed ^vith 
thofe v/ho rejtcl: liim. fJ'T)^rGrjfry fays he, 'ivill not 
hearken unto t;y 'nynis "xbub be Jhall fpeak in my 
name, I zlUI require it cfhim? 

The royal Pfalmift alfo rcprefents the Heathen 
as oppofing the kingdom of David, and of Chrift, 
^hom David prefigured, and exhorting them, on 
pain of the ?4efrias' utmoft dil'pleafure, to fubmit 
themfelves to his dominion: — rKijs the Son left he be 
angry i and ye perijh from the ''^ay^ "jubcn bis wrath is 
kindled but a litlU? The fame fentiment, nearly, 
only exprcffcd with greater force, occurs in the 
iioth. pfalmi— 77?^ Lcrdjaid unto my Lordy Sit 
tbou at my right hand until I make thine enemies thy 
foctftool. Indeed this whole pfalm leems to be a 
prediction of our bleffcd Saviour's viilories over 
the enemies of his church, "^he Lord Jhall fend the 
rod oftbyftrength out of Zion: rule thou in the midft 
cf thine enemies. — The Lord batbfworn^ and will not 
rtfent^ Thou art a prieft forever after the order of • 
Melcbifedech The Lord at thy right band Jhall Jhike 
through kings in the day of bis wrath. He Jhall judge 
among the Ucathcny notwithftanding all their oppo- 

ficion, 
'Deut. i8. 19. 
*Ps. 2. 12. 
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filion, be.Jhallfill the. places with the d^ad bodies: he 

Jljall *Wound the heads.,6ver^ many countries . He Jhali 
drink of the brook in the way : therefore Jhall be lift 
up the head. 

TJie language of Ifaiah is fimilar: — Lock unto mcy 
and be yefaved^ all the ends of the ^arth \ for I am 

.God^ and there is none' elf e: I have fworn by myfelf 
the word is gone out of my mouth *n right eoufnefs^ and 
Jhall not retumy That unto me every knee pall bow^ ' 
every tongue fb all Jwear. Surelyy Jhall one fay y in the 
Lord have I righteoufnefs andjirengtb : even to him 

- fball men come; and all that are incenftd^againft him 
Jhall be ajhamed. Jn the' Lordy Jhall all the feed of 
Jfrael be jujiifiedy and Jhall glory .^ ^ . 

John the Baptift hath fpoken in a ftile equally 
peremptory : — ^e Father loveth the Sony and both 

^iven all things into his hand. He that believetb on 
the Son hath ev^lajiing life : and he that believetkinot 
the Son Jhall , not fee life 5 but "fhe wrath of God cbidetb 
on him* i 

St. Paul aflurcs .us, that the L^rd Jefus fhall be re- 
vealed from heaven with his mighty a7:gelsy in flaming 
fcrcy taking vengednce on them that know not Gcdy and *^ 

that obey not thigofpel of our Lord^efus Cbrijl.^ 

St. John is not lefs pofitive : — He that hath the * " 

^ Son hath life 5 and he that bath n6t the Son cf God batb ^ 

notlife^ ■" , i 

St. '* 

^ ns. 45. 22^25. ^ 

^ ■John 3- 35* 3^- ^z Thrf. i. ^, 8. M Jdnn 5.1** ^ 
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St. Peter confirms the fame tcftim6ny :— T2i^ 
time is ccme that judgment muft begin at the bouje of 
God', and if it fir ft begin at us y v)hat Jhalt- the end be 
of them that obey not the gofpel of God? And if the 
righteous fear cely befavedy where ftjoU the ungodly and 
tbefvmer appear ?* 

And, laftiv, our Saviour himfelf hath declared the 
fame things upon various occafions: — God fo loved 
the worldy fay^ he, that he gave his only-begotten Son^ 
thatwhfoever bdirjeth inhim floould not perifby bui 
have rjerkfting life. For Godfent not bis Son into 
the world to condemn the world: but that the world 
> through him might hefaved. He ihat believetb on bim 
is not conde'iTtned : but he that believethnotis condemn- 
ed already y hecaiife he hath not believed in the name of ^ 
the cnly-begctten Son of God} It ought, moreover, 
to be well gonfulcred, that his commiflion to the* 
Apoftles when he left our earth was >-~Goye into all 
thewcrldy and preach the gofpel to every Creature \ He 
' that believetb and is baptized Jhall be favedy but he 
that believetb not fh all be damned}. 

Nothing can be ftronger and njore abfolutc than 
thele declarations, all which apply fp direftly and 
alarmingly to the Deifts of every age and country. 
Our own nation has produced many, and fcme ■' 
of very confiderable abilities and attainments. It 
is impoffible not to call to mind, with finccre con- 
cern, 

t r • ■ ■ 

•iPet. 4. 17, 18.— —» John 3. 16— iS.—— ♦Mark 16. 15, i6. 

r 
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ccrn, fuch men as Herbert, Shaft/bury, Chubb, . 
Tindal, Bolingbroke, Humc^ Gibbon, and others, 
who have attacked the golpel with all their learn- 
ing and ingenuity* France,' we have feen, fwarms 
with Atheifts and Deifts* It is even faid, there arc . 
few among that ingenious people, of any confide- 
ration, who do believe in the name of the only- 
begotten Son .of God. The corruption of their ' 
religion, the livelinefs of their natural tempers, the 
mod artful, infinuating, and poifonous writings of 
that arch-infidel Voltaire, have, in conjunftion, 
driven the higher ranks of the nation, very gene- 
- • N rally, 

^This country has produced a confiJerable number of very able 
men in every department of litei'iture. It is a great, enlighten- 
ed, and powerful nation. The prefcnt moll horrible and langui- 

. nary convulfions are owing to a variety of caufes, and fome. of 
them pretty remote. The corruption of tie national religion, I 
apprehend, is the lirft andgrcatcft caufc — the defpotic principle^" 
of the conftitution — the revocation of the edid of Nantes in the 
year 1685— the bloody wars and enormous expences of the two 
4aft kings — the vaft debt that Was incurred* in the late 
American war-t-thc notions of liberty the foldiery inibibed by 
mixing with the A?nericanB in that war — the pleafiqg, yet dange- 
rous writings jof Voltaire, Roufleau, and Abbe Raynal — but — 
above all, — the judgments of heaven upon the king, nobili- 
ty, clergy, and gentry of the land, for theiH treachery, irreligi- 
on, hypocrify, infidelity, and atheifw. How the prefent moft 
cruel and favage flruggle will end, God only knows. Let mo- 

■ narchs, however, look at the prefent ftate of the king of France,and 
learn juftice and honour to neighbouring nations. And let fubjcds 
look at the prefent fituation of many of thofe men, who betrayed 
the confidence of the king, and formed tlie conftituent affembly, 
and know xkax, there is a Goal, njuho judgeih the earth. The king 
betrayed us in the bufinefs of the American war, and now he is be- 
trayed by his fubjedls. His friends betrayed the Confidence of the 
king, and now they are given up into the hands of the Jacobins, 
who have murdered, or banifhed, n^any of the moft refpe^blQ 
aen in the nation. 
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. rally, into downright infidelity. That gofpel, how- 
ever, which they with fo much fcorn rcjeft, wc 
have feen, pronounces the doom of all fuch in no 
very ambiguous language. What allowance may 
be requifite, in any particular cafe, is not with us 
to determine. Of this we may be affured, the 
Judge of all the earth will do right \ and no man 
fhall have reafon to fay, he is cruelly and unjuftly 
treated. Where there is room for apology, that 
apology Ihall be accepted, by the indulgent Parent 
of all his creatures. But furely, upon the ungodly^ 
who through pride of heart, or in obedience to 
tlieir unruly paffions, caft off the gentle yoke of 
the Redeemer, he will rain Jnaresy fire and hrimjione^ 
Jlorm and tempejiy this Jhall be their portion to drink. 

It is evident, therefore, that the fituation of Athe- 
ifts and Dcifts^ is defperate. They have no prof- 

pefts 

♦The Englifti language abounds with books of every kind 
jigainft the Deifts. \ will take the liberty of putting down* 
the names of a fmall number for the fatisfadion of the lefs ufbrm- 
ed Reader, befides thofe that have already been mentioned in the 
courfe of thefe StrLftures. i. Dr. Clarke on the Truth and Cer- 
tainty of the Chriftian Revelation. 2. Dr. Doddridge's. Three 
Sermons .on the Evidences of Chriftianity. 3. Mr. Leflic'« Short 
and Eafv Method witli the Deilh. 4. Dr. Iceland's View of the 
Deifticai W^riters. 5. Dr. Hartley on the Truth of the Chriftian 
Religion. 6. Mr. Addifon on the Trutli of the Chriftian Reli- 
gion. 2* ^iftop Newton's Diflertations on the Prophecies. 8. 
Dr. Alhx's Refledtion^ on the Bodes of the Holy Scripture. 9^ 
Dr. Lardner's Credibility of the Gofpel Hiftory, with the Sup* 
plement. — Any one of thefe books (and the nupibei* might oe 
cncreafed almoft without end) is fuHicient to eftablifh the.auSkority 
pf the Chriftian religion, without having recourfe to any other. 
But, perhaps, Grotius, on the Tiuth of the Chriftian religioD| is (h« 
jbpft fingle book in any language, upon the fubjeft^ 
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^fts whatever of favour from the God who made 
and the Saviour who redeemed them, but what is 
founded on his uncovenanted mercy and grace. 
How far, and to whom, arid under what circum- 
ftances, this will be excrcifed, or whether it "will be 
exercifed in any cafes whatever, we know not. 
Tins only we know, that God is a God of truth y and 
without iniquity y juji and right is he : And, ieing 
mercffiily he will reward every man according to his 
^orks. ^0 them, whoy by patient continuance in well- 
Aoingyjeek for glory, and honour y and immortality y he 
^ill render eternal life; hut unto them that are con- 
tentious y and do not obey the truth y but obey unrighte^ 
^ufnefsy indignation and wrath ; tribulation and anguifloy 
upon every foul of man that doeth evil; hut glory y ho^ 
mur, andpeacey to every man that worhtb good : for 
there is no refpeH ofperfons with God. 

But then, befides atheiftical and deiftical perfons, 
.-we have abundance of others, vdio profefs to believe 
in God and in Chrift, whofe religious fentiments 
are as oppofite to each other as die eaft is from the 
weft. And wfiat is very mucli to be obferved, is, 
that the more wild and extravagant their opinions, 
the more dogmatical and overbearing they ufually 
are in enforcing the truth and importance of therti. 
The . German Anabaptifts, v;e have feen, went af- 
toniflxing lengths in error and dclufion.* The Fifth- 

' Monarchy-Men/ and French- Prophets,' were 
N 2 equally 

5JSccp. i;— 19-— ^Secp. 19, 20— *^^Seep. 24—26^ 
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equally wild and.cnthufialtic. Algili* and Buclian* 
feem not to have been much more fobcr-mindcd. 
And what (hall we fay to the highly illuminated 
Swedifli Baron?' Toplady and White were in op- 
pofite extremes, one being for a very partial rcr 
depciption, and the other for univerfal reftitution; 
and yet they were both perfeftly right, if their own 
account of things may be credited.* Then comej 
in honeft Thayer/ who from a Prefbyterian cler- 
gyman was converted to be a Roman CathoKc," 
Great as the difference is between his former and 
prelent felf, he confiders his new fyftem a3 per- 
feftly right, while all the reft of Chriftendom arc 
fatally miftaken; or, if there is any hope of their fair 
vation, it is only, in the uncovenanted mercies of 
God. Next come forward Whifton, Price, and 
other advocates for the doftrihe of Arianifm.* They 
put in their joint claim to the exclufive pofleflioh of 

evangelical 

•Scjcp. 26.— •Seep. 27.— -—'Seep, apr— 31-r-^ ^: 

*Secp. 28, 29.- 'Seep. 32 — 35. 

.^ We have a coniiderable variety of books in our language writ- 
ten againft Arianilin. Dr. Waterlaiad's jEight Sermons at Lady 
Moyer's Le^ure, with hi« Vindication of ChriftV divinity, and 
Importance of the Dodbine of the Holy Trinity, are all very va- 
luable. Berriman's Eight Sermons at the fame Ledure give a 
.very clear Hi llorical account of the Trinity. Dr. Knight's fiighj 
Sermons on the fame occafion may be read with advantage. Mr. 
Jones' Catholic Do^rine of the Trinity is valuable. Of iinall. 
treatifes upon the fubjeft, Biihop Hornc's two Sermons^ before 
mentioned, and Mr. Hey's Short Deience of the Dodrine of the 
Divinity of Chrift, are as good as any I have feen. Abundance 
more books might be added in defence of this great dodbine, eke 
divinity of our blefled Saviour, but the above appear to me 
quije fufHdei^t againftthe Arian view of thingi. 
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evangelical thith. Yet even thefe differ confider- 
ably from each other in their views of the perfon 
and office of the Redeemer: For Whifton equally 
with Clarke feems to have contended for the deity 
and atonement of Chrift, in a certain qualified fenfc^ 
atleaft: Whereas Dr. Price, and moft of the Ari 
ans of the prefent day, appear not to hold any thing 
mpfe in the charafter of Mefliah, than fome pre- 
€;xiftent, fuper-angelical nature. The former are 
naw fometimes diftinguifhed by the name of high, 
and the latter by the name of low, Arians. Thcfe^ 
however, -notwithftanding this great and impor- 
tant difference, were both extremely pofitive that 
they were right. And Dr. Price has the temerity 
to treat his great matter, the profoundly learned 
Dr. Samuel Clarke, with fome degree of fuperiori^. 
ty, becaufe he -was inclined to pay too much ho-^ 
npur to the divine Redeemer.* 

After the Arians in this country had tried theif 

jirength with the Orthodox for many years, and 

N 3 with 




anuent 
trove 



nity, and his other pieces on the famcfubjedl — Dr. Burgh's 
Scriptural Confutation, and the Sequel, affainft Mi*. Lindfey— 
Archbilhop Tillotfon's . five Sermons on the.Divinity, Incarna- 
tion, and SatisfaiSUon of Chrift.— To thcfe may be added Mr* 
Hawker's " Sermons on the divinity of Chrift, juft publifticd, 
which I have before recommended. The ferious and candid in- 
quirer after truth will find more or lefs fatisfadion in every one 
of the above authors. Some of them appear to me to be abfo- 
lotely conclofivc upon the fabjefts on which they treat, 
fSce his Sermons, p. 87. 
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with various fuccefs, the difciplcs of Socinus riia(Jr 
their appearance in arms. Dr. Prieftley' is now de- 
fcrvedlyconfideredasbeingplacedattheheadofthem. 
Both the Arians and Orthodox, we have already 
had an opportunity of feeing, arc oppofedby hini> and 
oppoled with great zeal and ability. The Doftor was 
firft an high, now he is alow, Socinian, verging near- 
ly to Deifm. Indeed he has veered about through 
every point of the compafs from high Calvinifin 
to low Socinianifm. He treats all who prc^wnc 
to differ froro him on the great queflions in debate^ 
concerning the nature and offices of the Son of God, 
as dangeroufly miftaken; and he expefts to fland 
before the judgment feat of Chrift clothed in his 
own righteoufncls, and involved in his own virtue.* 

Nowj 

'The Dodlor Is not only a pKDofopher and divine,, but has for 
ibmc years embarked on the wide and tempeftuous ocean of world- 
ly politics. He is mighty zealous, we have feen, to fubvert thc^ 
prefent conflitution or his country, (the excellence of which is the 
admiration of the moft enlightened of the French patriots, and 
founded on the wifdora and experience of all paft ages) and fubfii- 
tute fomc pretty fnug thing of his own forming in its room. One- 
would have \d$ to obje6l to the Dodlor, if he only propofed fuch 
improvements in the cxifting (late of things as he thought necef- 
fary ; if he were defirous of drefling off iome of the gothic pro- 
tuberances of our political flrudure and modernizing the ihitely 
building. But what fhall we fay to a man, who would eraie to 
its lowed foundations York.Minfter, or Wcllminller Abbey, un- 
der a pretence of their not being exadlly in the tafte 'of the pre- 
fent day ; deftroy, in fo xioing, many thoufands of men, and fink 
many millions of money, in order to ereft a fmart, neat-looking^ 
modern, conventicle on the fcite of them ? 

*Mca virtute me involvo. Hor. — See the 133 page of thefe 
Siricturcs for the Dodor's opinion on our acceptance with God. 

I have often thought, there is a ftriking fimilarity between the 
late Mr. Whillon and the prefent Dr. PrieSey, as well as betweex^ 
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, NoWj under all thefe various, jarring, and con-* 
tradiftoiy opinions concerning the nature of Chrift, 
and the daftrincs of redemption; what is a, ferious 
N 4 obferver ^ 

the latter of thefe gentlemen and Voltaire. Both men of confl-* 
derable learning, great integrity, and much zeal, they are equal- 
ly precipitate in their deciiions on men, books, and opinions, and 
.equally defedlive in folidity of judgriient. Mr. Whitaker in his 
•* Origin of Arianjfin Difclofed,*' lately publifhed, has given us 
a very affedling pidure of the infirmity of the human mind in the 
various revolutions of fentiment through which the former of thefe 
well-4neaning gentlemen circulated in the courfe of a pretty long 
Bfe; and has compared the two together with great vivacity- 
The comparifon is worthy of attention. And as Mr. Whitaker's 
book is a large price, and confequently can come into but few 
hands> I will tranfcribe the fubllance of what he has faid upon 
thefe two eccentric geniufes in this note, The Reader will hence 
fee, that the greateft pretenders to truth are fometimes the leaft to 
be depended upon* Men truly wife are modcft and diffident. — 

** Let us markj " fays this lively writer, *' the progrefs of his 
*' Arian life, to (hew the gradual advances of herefy, in this weak 
*' and worthy man. And the memoirs of his life, as written by 
«* himfelf^ will prove the moft powerful antidote that we can apply^ 
*' to the venom of his Arian opinions. 

* •* In June 170S he firft began to be heard of, in that grand cen-* 
** ter of all national intelligence, London ; as a reputed Arian. In 
*• the Auguil following, he oifered a fmall Eflay on the Apoftoli- 
'* cal Conditutions, to the licencer of the prefs at Cambridge ; and 
" was refufed the licence. In 1709 he adlually publifhed a fer- 
" mon, againft the eternity of Hell-torments. So varioufly was 
*^ the fpiritof error already at work, in his mind ! In 17 10 he 
*', boldly afTerted the Apoftolical Conftitutions, to be.of..^^«/tf/au- 
** thority with the four Gofpels themfelv^is. ; and a«tra£l included 
" in them, and called the Doftrine .of the Apoflles, to be the 
'* wj^facred of the Canonical Books* ■ So rapidly was he run- 
" ning his career of wildnefsl But, in i'ji2, he .'publifhed in 
** favour of the Anabaptifts; the next year, printed a Book of 
*' Common Prayer, that had been reformed the backward way 
*^ into Anabaptifm and Arianifm ; and two years afterward, fet 
'* op a meeting-houfe for the ufe of it : having ftrangely .drawn 
<f iip his liturgy, before he. had provided his church. All this 
-*** was'furely I'ufficient for *w heretick. But the ftone of Sify- 
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obferver to do, that he may not milcarryin thcbuli- 
fill's of falvation, but arrive at the knowledge and 
experience of faving truth? This is a queftion of 
vaft importance, and ought to be anfwered with all 
pofTible Ccirc. 

Firft, 

'' phus could never ftand ftill. In ijix he poblifhed a diflertatbn, 
•' to prove the Canticles not a canonical Bookof ScriptUre; in ijtj 
" another, to prove the Apocryphal Book ofBaruch, canonical; 
" in the fame yeai* another, to prove the EpiUle ofBaruch to the nine 
'* tribes and a half, equally canonical; in the y2zw/ year another, to 
" prove* the fecondBook of Efdras, equally canonical; in the 
" fame year another, to prove Eighteen Pfalms of a fecond So- 
" lomon, equally canonical ; in ^Ait/ame year another, to prove 
'* the Book of Enoch, equally canonical ; in the fame year ano- ' 
*' thcr, to prove thofe Teftaments of the twelve Patriarchs, eqaat- 
*' ly canonical; and another in the very y2i/«f year, to prove aa 
'* EpilUc ^thc Corinthians to St. Paul, with St. PauPs AniWer tD* 
" it, equally canonical. With fo much labour of fpirit,and fo mach 
'* debility of mmd, was this refpedtable heretick rolling the (lose 
** up the hill. 

'* With many a wear}' ftep and many a groan, 
" Up the high hill he heaves the huge rocmd ftone ; 
'' The huge round ftone, refuiting with a bound, 
" I'hnnders impetuous down, and fmokes along the groimdr- 
*' Again the reliefs orb his toil renews, ^ 
** Dull mounts in clouds, and fweat defcends in dews, 
" In 1745, he publifhed his Pnmiti<ve New TefUment m 
*' Englilh, in four parts ; and added a page at the end,' ej^bit- 
" ing the tit/es of the refl of the Books of the New Teilament, 
" not jet kfio^MH by the body of Chriilians. Among tbe/e were 
** fpecified, bejides the svorks above recited, the Epiftles of Ti- 
*' mothy to Dtcgnetus, and t&e Homily, the two Eplllles of Cte* 
" tncnt to the Corinthians, Jofephus's Homily concerning Hades, 
•* the Epiftles of Barnabas, Ignatius, and Polycarp, the Shep- 
«' herd of Hermas, and the Martyrdom of Polycarp. He thus, 
*' according to if is o*wn enumeration, enlarged the number of 
*' the <;anonical books in the New Teilament, from twcnty-feven 
" to — fifty-fix. And he feems to me from all, witli every degree 
''of candor that can be ihown him, to have done as fome Eail- 
*' cm Saints are f^iid to do ; to have run round in a ctfde, till h^ 
*' found 1\is brains begin to whirl ; and then to have nuibihen the 
^* giddincfs, for infpiration. 
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'■ Firft, then, with refped to the doftrincs of natu- 
ral religion, let him attentively confider the frame of 
the world in general; the frame of his own nature in 

pardcular^ 

*' Itakeno pleafurem cxpofing the ftrange excentricities, of 
*' this very amiable and very learned man. My good-nature re- 
*' toils at it. But it becomes requilite, for the fake of the truth. 
" In a date of probation like the prefent, the milder virtues muH 
" t>ften be fatrificed to the fterner, and man give way to God. 
** I therefore proceed to obferve additionally, that in 1749, he 
•* gradually reached the higheft point of heretical perfedlion. 

** He gravely afferted firft, that neither a Bilhop, a Prelbyter, 
*' nor a Deacon ought to be more than — once married ; that Pri- 
*' mitive ChrifHanity alfo forbad, either Bifiiops, PreiDyters, or 
" Deacons, to marry at all after their ordination ; and that, in the 
** day* of the Apollles, 3, fourth marriage was entirely rejeded, 
" evea in the laity. He alfo ventured upon the bold prefumption, 
*^ of afcertaining the very year according to^the Scripture pro- 
" phecies, for certain events of the highelt confequcnce to the 
." world ; and, fuch was the ingenuous fimplicity of the man, 
•f was confident enough to name a year at no great diftance, Mr. 
«* Whifton, he fays himfelf, from the fame prophecies IHll foretells, 
*' '-^the Jews are to be restored to their own country, 
•' -^n Or before what year, does the reader think ? — even before 
** -one which has longpajfed ever our heads. This throws ^n air of 
«' infinite abfurdity, over all that he fays. They are to rebuild 
** their Temple, and the Millennium is to commence, before— 
** A. D. 1766. In A. D. 1764, he adds,— Ezekiers temple 
«* is to be cleanf^d. And I verily believe, he affures us iijf ano- 
«' ther place. Providence is — n ow beginning to setup the 
«' MILLENNIUM. We tlius hear the Prophet, moil unfortunate- 
'* iy foretelling magnificent events, and aliigning fpecific peripds 
«* to them ; when the periods have been already come, and the 
" events are ftill behind. 

'* Bu: fuch a Ipirit as Mr. Whifton's could not Hop here. He 
*' had nearly run the whole round of theological abfurdity. One 
^' line only was left untried. Tliis he pafred, and compleated the 
" circle. In the vtryfame year he rofe to the audacious licence, 
." of aflcrtingthe FALSHOoo^of fome things in St. Paul's Epif- 
** ties* His words are thefe. I cite them, jthat I may not injure 
*« him. What St. Paul fays to the Jewifti converts, in his EpilUe 
« tothcRom^ns^ about Original Sm;r-feems to have been no 
V part of C H R I .ST 's R E v y . A t I o N to him. What are they thea 
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particular ; the fcntimcnts of all nations ; and dr 
voice of his own confcience. Let liim examine ik 
heavens, and th-r eirth, and every object wittun In 
reach. In thefe various work^ of nature are clear- 
ly difplayed the exiilence, inrrrlligence, wifiiom, 
power, and gondnels of the Divine Being, wiA 
many of the duties end obligations of man. In 
this CL^ncIufion Chrifrians of every denominadoB 
arc furticiently well agreed. 

Secondfyi 

" in the name cf ChriiHanity and of Commonfenfe ? They m 
*« Mr. Whiilon tells us, rather certain reafonings of his owSf 
" accommodated to the WEAK Roman Jews at that time odf« 
*' lie then calls them, thefe strange and wb a c reafemngh 
■' St. Paul, he adds, might do this the rather, becaufe he sever 
" appears to have deiigned fuch cccafioral £pi(Ues« as tbb 
«' to the Romans, for lyllems or ftandards c^ Chnftianity to Ae 
" churches; which indeed had been l on* o B£FOR£'fettkcd ira 
** SURER foundations and F u L L E R initru6tions, afthey fiana ia 
** the ONLY AUTHENTiCK fyftem of Chriftianity, the Apoft)* 
*' Ileal Con flitutions. And he finally fubjoins, that, if, after aOf 
" any think that this my opinion takes aiuay the ftri3 in/fhrtim 
" of Paul's EpilUes, which x!ticy fuppsfe of dangerous confeqoeiitt 
*' to Chriflianity ; I confess \iaoes imply, that under what de- 
«' gree of divine conduct or wifdom foever Paul wrote his Epiflks* 
" — yet is THAT degree to be efteemed inferior to whit 

<' OUGHT tobe PROPERLY CALLED INSPIRATION, foch » 

•' the prophets were un.icr in the reception of their prophecies ; 

*^ which PROPER INSPIRATION, I take to be hcre c ROUNP- 

** LESS, and NEVER PRETENDED TO by ANY writers of the 

** New Tellament, excepting the prophet ick parts of Hermas, in bb 

•' admirable vifions, and x!tit prophet ick parts of St. Jobn^ in his 

" no left admirable Revelation. We here fee tlie wildemefs of er- 

*' ror, by its own luxuriance of growth, entangling itfelf more 

" and more, and (hooting more and more favage before us at eve- 

** ry advance. With a temerity that is the reiult of infenfibilityt 

'* and the attendant upon unthinkingncfs ; Mr. Whifton aHerted 

•' the Epftle of St. Paul to the Romans, to have -fome things in . 

** it, wfiichy^fzfi to have been no part of Chrifl's Revelation to 

** him. Here, furely, even the foot of injudicioufnefs and pre- 
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Secondly,. Let him diligently ftudy the . holy 
fcriptures of the Old and New Teftament. In 
them are fully made known all the moral as well as 
natural perfections of the Deity. The glorious 
fcheme of redemption by the Son of God is therein 
clearly dilplayec^ ; v/hatever is neceffary to be be- 
lieved, 

•* (umption will (lop. But Mr. Whillon does not. He goes for*- 
*' ward to defend this wild diflate of heretical pravity. He diftin- 
** guifhes between the infpiration of the prophet, and the infpirati-' 
*' on of the teachfer. That alone he will allow to be proper infpi- 
«' ration. The other therefore is not a proper one, and only fuchas 
«* admits of ftrange and weak reafonings. He thus defends his ab- 
•« furd pofition, by — doubling and weak redoubling it. He defends 
•* It, by — adding tenfold more to it. He involves all the Epiftles of 
*' St. Faul,inthefame extravagance of cenfure. He even goes on ia 
•* the prefumption of blindnefs, and without feeming to know what 
.*' his hand is executing at the moment; to involve all thk 
** OTHSR Epiftles, to involve the very Acts of the Apos- 
** TLEs, and to involve the very Gospels themselves, in his am- 
•* pie vortex of reprobation. And what underftanding is there a- 
** mong my readers, but muft fparn with contempt at fuch a vio- 
•* lent precipitation of folly; and what heart 'is there, but muft ligh 
*' with compalfion over fuch an evident fweep of madnefs ? 

** Mr. Whifton came at laft, we fee, to that grand confummati- 
*' on of the. lunacies of herefy, to which we have feen the prefent 
** Herefiarch of the Diileniion, Dr. priestley, fince come. 
^* The Apoftle p aul, fays the Dortor, efpecially if he be th6 au- 
** thor of the Epiftle to the Hebrews, has strained very 

•* MUCH BY THE FORCE OF IMAGINATION, tO rCCOnCllC 

. ** the Jews to the Chriftian religion ; by pointing out the analogies 
«* which he I M A G I N E D the rites and ceremonies of the Jewiih re- 
** Hgion bore, to fomething in ChriiUanity. Dr. Prieftley thus 
*' infinuates his difbelief in the infpiration of St. Paul, at the be- 
••' gmning of his work. But he /peaks out, near the conclufion of 
.'* It J I think I have Jhanxsn, ■ he then adds in a reference to fome 
*♦ otiicr work of his, that th<5 Apoftle Paul often reasons in- 
*' CONCLVSIVBLY ; and Mfr£/2>r<f that he wrotc AS A jf Y OT H E R 
*• p E R SO N, of his turn of nwnd and thinking, and in his iituation^ 

•'..WOULD HAVE WR ITl E N withoUt A N Y P A RT I CU L A R IN- 

" spiRATiON. In this manner did Dr. Prieftley, like Mr. 
f^ Whifton, begin with denying the infpiration of St. Paul only. 



li^-ec. kr.'.-vr, zrA do.-ic, to-ards tiit atuinment 
of rvf:rUftirig f^vadon. If he is frili ar a lois for 
♦hr T.rmir.g cf th^ fa/rrcd writings upon any of 
thof^ to:^!C5 whirh f^<?T. irr^pcrtari: ; if he is puz- 
2^:^ ar.-: r^rpi^xcd 'stith th-: :or.tradi<ior7 aUcrdons 
r.f anv ^f <y'r f^iir.ir::;^ pretenders to rcalbn and 
pni: f^y-i v,^ i^r him n jt Ti:r.\y give up all religion, 
r- rn '!r.:vtrf. 1 fceptic, mi c.-.tliice there is no luch 
•/;ir*5 :-i in ch to be found ; bu: Ic: hioi rather be- 
take 

' ' A' *: , x'-jc * r im toe , h^ icon ftrpped forward todeay eqaaDy the 
<* ir.r^Iratiori cr'tf./!iic *Ti:cri Li tA^ Nc*' Tcttament. I havefic^ 
** q:-cri:;y d*c!ircd syf^jf, he iay- in a railage ai comprehenlive 
'« a.s i: is car ndcr.:, 3cot to be a believer in the larspiRA- 
" Tiojr, cf the Evangelists sL2d Apostles as write tt. 
** AT>d t/.e frrgrtjitn of the azdaciodiheis unites with the temuB- 
" ation of it, to ihov;' ia wbcfe trammels this darine ion of liberty 
" b fcrvilcly pacing all die while. The Dodor and Mr. Wfaiflon, 
" indeed, have many featares of £militude in their charader. £- 
'•' mlncnt in fome brafiChe* of literarare^ they had been both bitd 
" up in the very boibm cf relinoafnefs. They had been both e- 
*' ducated, in that great and elei;ientar\' principle of the Gofed^ . 
*' t\c doctrine of the Trinity. They IxHh reccnled from the fakh 
" cf their education, threw off the elementary principle, and de** 
'* fcrtcd o\tT to the army of the Arians. The) then had thewU 
'' afltirance, to pretend to prefs the Fathers, thofe flrongeft and 
**' mod (Irenuous champions for orthodoxy, into the very caufe of 
" hcrcfy. Each too has been very like to the other, in confofed- 
** nth of thinking, and in diftradednefs of reafoning, apoQ the 
" fuhjecl. They have gone on, equal in the love of writing, and 
" in the 1u(l of f ubiifhing, upon it ; ftill perilfting, however confiit- 
'* f:i ; Aiil muiHing themfelves up from conviSion, in their own 
*' cioudinefi of difcernment ; and iliil fcreening themfelves from 
'* fhame, in their own effrontery of writing about it. And they 
" have dreadfully united at laft, in this high note upon the fcale of 
*' abfurdity, at which Hcrefy is mounting up into Deifm ; that 
" St. Paui, that al! the Apofties, that all the Evangelifts, reafbn- 
*' cd at times as weakly and as wildly as themfelves.'' 

Page 472 — 48 1 . — For proof of all thefe aifertions, fee Whiion's 
I^ moirs of himfeif, pafiim. 

*If he has any doubt upon his mind concerning the authentidqr 
f>f thcfe divipc writing 1, let him read carefully Grotiuson the tmtliu 
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take himfclf in earneft prayer to the Almighty, and 
a thorough examination of Ac whole word of God, 
comparing one part with another, fpiritual things 
fvitb fpiritual \ and let him not pin his faith on any 
man's fleeve whatever. Let him recoUeft, on the 

one 

of the ChriiHan religion, which is well calculated to give fatisfkc* 
don on the fubjedl it treats. Va^ous other excellent books, vre 
have before obferved, have^een written with the fame view ; but 
no fingle tresCtife, whiclrl^ have feen, appears to me equal to this. 
To capable Readers, indeed, Butler's Analogy is one of the moil 
fatisfe&ory books that ever was compofed. It fcarce can be too 
ftrongly recommended. No book ever gave fo much eafe and 
(atisraoion to my mind under the various fludtuations it has experi- 
enced from reading the contradictory . and ^laulible opinions of 
men. If we would believe the Atheift, he will needs perfuade us 
he is right. Liften to the Deift for a while, and you would fwear he 
is right. One attempts to laugh vis out of our God, and the other 
out of our Saviour. Next comes the tribe of flrong believers, with 
imagination warm and judgment fcant. They are happy enough 
jto fee little or no difficulty in the fcheme which they have embrac- 
ed (if by chance they have any fcheme,) while the opinions of others 




! upon us with their weighty 
rcaibns. - They infift there is a God. ^^^V allow there is a Savi.- 
our. But, of the latter defcription. Dr. Prieftley, Goliath like, 
comes forward, and challenges the armies of this Divine and Aton- 
ing Saviour, to fhew that he is any more than a mere, weak, frpil, 
peccable man like ourfelves. I read, or think I read, a very difter- 
<ent account of his perfon and nature in the pa^es of divine rcvdati- 
' on ; but the DoAor will perfuade us theie thmgs arc not (o ; that 
our eyes deceive us ; and that we are all dangcrouily millaken. 
Moreover, I have been accuflomed to believe Uiat I certainly have 
a ibul within this earthly fhrine called the body. The Do45tor fays, 
however, it is no fuch thing ; we are nothing more than fimple 
matter,, without any higher aud purer principle. Now, I fay, un,- 
der all thefe and many more perplexities of mind, which 1 have 
for upwards of twenty years experienced, Bi/I^op Butler's Analogy^ 
has given me. more fatisik^on than any finj^ln book which I hav6 
ever read. I am confident I have ay3«/, and a di^vine and taoning 
Redeemer, maugrc all anyraiin c;in adv^vcc to the contrary. 
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OTit YiZr/l^ ho'v G^xi hsith tr.r;:att:n^ ;uiiciai blind- 

rcf- ro the ciiiobtdient, proui, conceited, and high- 

mir :: i ; ar/J on the other, vihat gracious promiics 

Ke hath maJe to the modeft, h'jHibk, and obedient 

enquirer af:»:r trjth.^ — // Jcaj come to pafsy if 

then "juilt not hearken unto the z'CfUe cf the Lard tby 

God, to cbjcrce to do all his commandments^ and bis 

fiatuitSy 'i^hlch I command thee this day^ that all thtje 

eurjes fcall czme u^on theCy and overtake thee: — f& 

Lord &a!l /mite thee 'jcitb tnadnejs J and brindnefs, and 

ajlcnifrjnient cf heart \ end thcu fcalt grcpe at nctm- 

dajy as the blind grcfetb in the darkriefs.^ 

Again: 

*A1I ihc rtal principles of th* gofpcl are pcrfeftlr confiftent widi 
the pared ar.d mcft perfcft reason of man. Some of them ma/ 
indeed furpafs our highefl powers, bot none of them are> or can be, 
contrary thereto. Is any thing more agreeable to (bund reafin 
than to believe the deciarations of heaven, on fubjeds where we 
liavc r.o natural means of beL-ig informed ? If then God hath made 
l.ij will known unto us by Moles and the Prophets, by Jcfns Chrift 
suid his Apof^lcs, that will ought to be the JBSOLVTE RULE of 
our conduct — our belief, thooghts, words, and adions. Thb is per- 
fectly confonant to the heft human reafon. If therefore wc treat widi 
ffieht and neglect that wiJl ; if we daringly ere£k any other fcheme 
ofthingo belTde or in oppofition ; if we raflily prefume to think and 
adt contrary to the divine plan ; and fay in the fpirit of Pharoah, 
V/ho is the Lord, and what is his will that I fhoiddobey them ? I 
know not the Lord, nrither will I regard his anthority. If this 
ihould be the conduct of any of his creatures, it is moil evidendy 
o'>nflftent with the purell reafon, that he fhould treat fuch peribni 
v/)th due fe verity, harden their hearts, and fuiFer them to plange 
themfclvcs into all manner of error and deluiion. This has bc«n 
the conduct of the Almighty in all ages. And it appears to me in- 
iimicly rcafonable it fhould be fo. Becanfe Ephratm bath mait 
Many altars to Jin, altars Jh all be unto him to fin. Every man living 
fhould therefore be extraamly cautious to lubmit his own will, his 
ou'n underftanding, and his own reafon' as well as his paflionsa to 
lb* V/ill, underllanding, and reafon of God. 

•Pcut, 28. 15, 28, 29, 
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Again; — ^be meek will he guide in judgment: the 

-meek will be teacb hi? way. 

^befecret of the Lord is with them that fear him: 
jmdbe will Jhew them his covenant.^ 

' Again: — Thou through thy commandments baft^ 

made me wijer than mine enemies \ for they are ever 

with me. I have more underftanding than all my 

teachers^ for thy teflimonies are my meditation. I un- 

• derfland more than the ancients j becauje I keep thy pre^ 

i:epts. Through thy precepts I get underflanding\ tbere^ 

fore I hate every falfe way?" 

Again: — Trufi in the Lord with all thine hearty 
And lean mt to thine own underftanding. In all thy 
ways acknowledge bim^ and be ffjall direH thy paths. 

The froward is abomination to the Lordi but his 
Jecret is with the righteous.* 

Again :*— None of the wicked fkall underfiand-, but 
the wife fhall underfland.* 

Again : — ff^'^ho is wife^ and be fhall underfiand thefe 
things \ prudent y and be fhall know them ? for the ways 
aftbe Lord are rights and the jufi fhall walk in them; 
iut the tranfgrejjbrs fhall fall therein.^ 

Again : — If any man will do his willy he fiall know . 
of the doStrine whether it be of Gody or whether I/peak 
efmyfelf} 

Laftly: — If any of ycu lack wifdomy let him afk of 

. God^ that giveth to all men liberally andupbraideth not, 

£md it fhall be given him. — Every good gifty and every 

perfeff gift is from above y and cometh down from the 

Father of lights.^ From 

*Pf 25.9, 14. — "Ibid. 119. 98, 99, 100, 104. — ^*Prov. 3. 5, 
fi» 32. — 'Dan. izi JO. — ^♦Hof, 14. 9.-5 John 7. 17. — ^^Japae;? 

!• C. I7f 
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From tliefe fcripturai declarations it manifeftly 
appears, that ct rtain moral and religious qualificati- 
ons are eflcntially necefiiiry to die attainment of 
laving truth. The bible* muft be diligently read, 
and read \vit!i proper dilpofitions, before any man, 
however great, learned, and externally moral, can 
juftly expect to be led into an acquaintance with 
the interior of rc'''gion. Much may be done in 
tlie theory of it without fuch a ftate of mind ; but 
nothing to any faving purpole. A careleis, defiil- 
tory, or fclf-conceited perufal of the bible will not 
do. There muft be a fober, ferious fenfe of things; 
an earneft concern for falvation, and a refolutc de- 
termination to walk in the path of piety and virtue. 
There muft be, moreover, earneft prayer to God, 
that he will vouchfafc to illuminate the mindy and 
lead it into all truth. And this muft be perfever- 
ed in from the time of our letting out in the ways 
of piety and goodnefs to the end of our livesi 
otherwifc the veil that was once removed will loon 
return upon the mind, and all the inward pbwer, 
love, and freedom, which it once enjoyed will be loft. 
Nay, even the grateful relifli and quick difccm- 
ment of religious truths that it formerly poileilfed ' 
fhall be fuccceded by a kind of fpiritual flumbcr, and 

lols 

'Some of our minute philofophers, and fuperfidal dabUen ia 
learning and religifti, treat the bible with moft inexcusable in pro- 
priety. Sometimes tliey pretend that one thing is wrong, and then 
another. One while Mofes is millaken ; then the Prophets arc 
called to an account. Now Chrifl makes a flip; ana now the 
ApofUes. The two genealogies of Chrift by St. Matthew and St* 
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lofs of alltafte for religion, and the things that make 
for our everlafting peace. This view of the matter 
being inexpreffibly important, I wiJl call to the Rea* 
der's attention, two or three more paffages of holy 
fcripture, which fcem tajuftify all that is here ad- 
vanced. Go and tell this people^ Hear ye indeed^ but 
underjiajid not; and fee ye indeed ^ hut perceive not. 
O Mah 

Lake are a grievous tumbling block to fome; the difficulties at- 
tiding the death of Judas, the traitor, and the different narrationt 
of the refurredtion 0/ Chrill t^ others. Indeed, in a book fo an- 
cient as the bible, and confilling of fuch a variety of matter, men of 
light, frothy, and captious minds, will always find abundant room 
for difplaying their perverfe and ill-judged wit. To fuch unliap- 
py perfons, however, I would ferioufly recommend the late Bilhop 
Home's Letters on Infidelity, and the prefent Bifhop Watfon's Ad- 
drefs to the Sceptics and Infidels of the age, in his excellent Apology 
for Ghriftianity, addreffed to Mr. Gibbon. Thefe two valuable 
publications, the former in fubflance, and the latter entire, may • 
he met with in my Sacred Literature, vol. i. p. 596 — 457. 

I would, moreover, recommend to thefe Bible -canllers a fobpr 
Cpnfideratiimof the following teftimonies. They ought to make 
men declare themfelves modeftly at leaft:*-'- 

1 . The noble Picus Mirandula was accounted the beft liiiguift 
and fcholar of his age, and yet, after he had run through innu-* 
merable volumes, he relied in the Bible as the only book wherein 
he had found out the true eloquence and wifdom. ^- 

2. Sir Matthew Hale, in a letter to one of his fons, told him, I 
h^ve been fomewhat acijuainted with men and books : I have had 
long experience in learmng, and in the world : there is no book like 
tke Bible, for (gixcellent learning, wifdom, and ufe ; and it is want of 

. underilanding in them who think or fay otherwife. 
. 3. The famous John Selden, one of the moft eminent phUofo- 
phers, and molt learned men of his time, who had read as mych 
perhaps as ever man did, and collefted books and manufcripts up- 
on all ancient fubjedls, declared to arehbiftiop Uiher towards the 
latter end of his days, that he could reft his foul on no book, fave 
the Scriptures. 

4. The honourable Robert Boyle wrote a whole volume in 
praife of the ftyle and language of holy Scripture, and calls th<j 
Bible, " That matchlefs book;*' and declares, that it is impofliblff 
|vp can fludy it too mpcbj or elleem it too highly. : 
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Make the heart ef this people fatj and make their 

oars heavy y andjbut their eyes ; lejt theyjee with their 

tyes^ and hear with their earsy and underjland with 

their hearty and convert y and be healed? 

, Again: — The natural man receweth not the things 

of the Spirit vf God', for they are foolijhnejs unto him\ 

neither can he know themy hecauje they are Jpiritually 

difcerned.^ 

Again :— • 

J. RonflSmn, notwithftanding his infidelity, declared to a fnend— 
I will confefs to you, that the majefty of the Scriptures ftrikes me 
with admiration, as the purity of the gospel hath its influence cm 
my heart. Perufe the works of our philofophers with aU their 
pomp of didion : how mean, how contemptible are they> compared 
with the Scriptures! 

6. Count Strucnfec, prime minifler of Denmark, declared, when 
recovered from his infidelity — ^I own with joy, I find Chriftianity 
more amiable, the more I get acquainted with it. 

7. Sir Ifaac Newton entered further into the depths of philoib- 
phy than ever mortal did before or fince, and yet he accounted the 
Scriptures of God to be the moft fublime philofophy. And, as a 
proof of his refpedl for them, when Dr. Halley his friend, but yet m 
profe/Tcd infidel, was throwing out fome indecent refledions upon 
Chriltianity, Sir Ifaac flopt mm (hort, and addrefled him in tke(e 
or t)ie like words— *Dr. Halley, I am always alad to hear you when 
yo« ipeak about aflronomy, or other parts ofthe mathematics, be- 
caufe that is a fubjed you have fludied, and well underftand; but 
you fhould not ^alk of ChriiHanity, for you have not ^died it : I 
have; and am certain you know nothing of the matter. 

• 8. To a young; man defirous of information Mr. Lock gave 
this advice — Study the holy Scriptures, efpecially the New Tefta- 
rocnt; therein are contained the words of eternal lifi?. It has God 
for its author; falvation for its end ; and truth, without any mix- 
ture of error, fdr its matter. 

After fuch declarations as thefe from fuch men, what fhall 
we think of thofe contemptible fceptics, who are continually 
difturbing every company into which they are admitted with their 
profane and low-witted fneers againit Mofes' and the Prophets, 
jfefus Chrift and his Apoftles ? Having renounced their baptifmal 
engagements, like Julian, the Apoftate; like him they will ere long 
be ponjpelled to exclaim — ^Vicilh, O GsJilae ! 

«If. 6. 9, 10,-iw— 'i Cor. 2. 14. 



^iUgi(m O^nions. q.\i 

Again: — If our gojpel he bid, it is hid to thm 
that are kfi: in whom ihe^ gad of ihi^ world hath 
blinded the ininds of them which believe not, left-the 
light of the glorious g0el of Cbrifi^ who is the imfge 
of Qody fhouldfbine unto thm?' 

Again : — $u(:b arefalfe afojljes^ deceitful workers^ 
transforming themf elves into the apoftles of Cbrift. 
And no marvel i for Satan himfelf is transformed into 
an angel of light. Therefore it is no gr-eat thing if his 
^mnifiers aljo he transformed as the^minifters of rigb^ 
teoufnefs ; whofe endjhall be according to their works ^ 

And ^L^ini-r^Enter ye in at the ftrait gate: fir 
wide is the gate and Inroad is the way that leadetb to 
deJiruSliony (indmany there he which go in thereat: he- 
eaufejlrait is the gate and narrow is the way which 
leadeth unto life^ and few there be that find it ^ 

Now, let any man judge, after reading thefe fc- 
veral paffages of the word of God, whether there 
be notfome danger of mifcarrying in the all-impor- 
tant bufmefs of falv^tion 5 and whether every per- 
fon opght not, therefore, to be upon his guard, on 
the one hand> againft an immoral condu6t, and on 
the other, againft vile fcducers and deftruftive 
principles :* for wror^g principles of religion arc 
generally produftive of a loofe and irreligious con- 
dudli or a vain, conceited, ^nd haughty ftate of mind, 
utterly inconfiftent with every juft cxpedation of 
favour and falvatiqn with God.s 

O a SECTION 

^2 Cor. 4. 3. 4. ^2 Cor. 11. 13 — 15.— — ♦Mat, 7. 13, 14^' 

5 — ti My long-fuiferance and my iay of grace 
♦* They who negledl and fcorn, (hall never taftc ; 
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SECTION XIV. 

IF, riO'v:^-tr, a!:cr 2II his prajerssnd cr.dcavours 
in &i::r.L-g iie 'Rord of God, the enquirer after 
tTJih itiii conrir/^esdoubrfid corxerring mjr of the 
capiLii Cjcirines o: the gofpeli if he is liauntcd 
v.-::h fearful apprehcrifions left he mould not under- 
ft2r.d :he Icriprures aright, let him have recourle to 
.the inimediace foliowers of cur Sa\-iour and his 
Apoltles. Let him confult their writirigs, fee how 
they lOLi/ hncufly underftood the word of God upon 
the {\:!zy.t:zz^^ i.: q\:ertiori, and abide by their determi- 
. nation. Thio i. tj-.c nde laid down by many of 
i\vt Ancicnrs ; and n :: a f r \v of our bcft modem 
writers have given their fanclion to i:. Bildad in 
Hit book of Job fays to his afflicted friend. En- 
quire y I p-ay ibee, of the former age^ and prepare 
thyfdf to the jearcb cf their father s\ for 'x: are but 
cf yef:erday and knon* nothing. 

So Mofcs advifcd die Ifraelites, as a remedy 
againft their furur ir.ndelit\', that they would look 
back into the hiiloiy of their anccftors, and fee 
v/hat Vv'onderful thing:> God had done for them:* 

Da 

" But hard be hardenM, blind be blinded more, 
'* That they may ftumble on, and deeper fall ; 
" And none buit fuch from mercy I exclude." 

Paradjfe Loft, b. 3. 1. 198 — 202. 
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t^o you ,tbus^ requite the Lord^ Ofoolijh people and un--, 
wife ? Is not be thy fathertbdt 'bath hou^ltb'fe ? TJatb. 
fe not made thee dnd 'ejiabtijhedthee ? Remember the day/ 
if oldy conjider tb^ years of many generations : fjk thy 
father and be willjhew^ thee ; thy elderPatid they will 
tell thee. And inlike mahrief the prophet Jeremiah: f 
^hus faith the Lordy JiaMyein the iv^s hiidfee^ dnd 
nfkfortbe old palbs^ <bhereis the good wdy^ and walk 
thereiny and ye Jhall find reft for yoUr fiuls. '■ '■* 

The Fathers of the* ChViffiaii church h^ve alfo 
rccommeiided a'fimllar methdd' of 'jJrbdeeding in 
the inveftigation of religicHis truth: ^-^^That rs more 
^\ true which is firft," lalthTertulliani *^'ahd that 
" ' is firft which is' frbm' the tieginhing^.^* lAqg^m :— •" 
*^ I fay that that \% ^t?&e, ' whkfqeVer ' it is " thiat was 
*^ firft.; th^t is rpuri^ii^whatfotver came'nrafter- 
^^ wards/'^' And/^ampwl^hrfef^^^ 
Qf biriiops :— " Let them" thefefoTe^"')^ 
'^ orisin of their churches, let tli^iirf-'clifelay thd 
« orderof their bifhpps, 'defc^ndMg frorii the' be-- 
^^ ginning througVtheiV'ifucceirofs/khat^^ the firff 
*/. biftiop may haye fomti author andpredeceftor, ei^- 
^^ ther from the 'Apbftles or apoftblic Inen/whp al^ 
^V jfo have-f^rievcredlii cohiifilfiilon witH'thc Apof* 
*^ ties"/ Irenseus likewiie appfcals* t5 cathdlitr tfa- 

•Contra Marcionem, lib. 4. cap. 5. 
« 

^Adverfus Praxeam, cap. 2. 

•De Praefcript. q: ^i- 
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dicion : — ^ la crcry church,*' 6iA this kartied 
and pious Fath^> « ii is in the power of every 
" one who wilhcs to fee the truth, to inipeA the 
^^ tradition of the Apoftles which is dfplayed 
^ throug^iout the whole workL And we can Ipc- 
" cify the names of thofe perfons who were infti- 
*^ tutcd bilhq>s by the Apoftles in the diurchcs, 
^* and alio their fucceflbrs even to our bwft 
^ times, all who taught no fuch thmg, neidier 
'* knew they the dodbrkies which are raved upon 
« by thcfc (heretics)."* 

St- Auguftine has the famcfentiment:^— *^ That 
f' which the Hniverial church holds, and which has 
" 4iot been inftituted by councils, but always tc- 
'' tained, is righdyibelievied to have come iii by 
•* no other means but by s^ftolic autfiority."* 

But the excellent Vmcentius, in the fifth ccntUry, 
hath treated upon this qucftion at large. And the 
rule which he hatb laid down, and indeed which 
diey laid down before him, is an admirable onCj^ 
and ot^t never to be loft ii^t of in aH oiir te- 
iearches into the orig^l dodrines of £vinc 
revelation. — ^^ I have been at great pains,*' Ciys 
that valuable writer, '^ and often made it my palh- 
" dctilar bufmels to confiilt very many perlbns of 
^ the higheft rank for piety and learning, about a 

^^ certain 

^Adv. luer. lib. 3. cap 3. 
*Debap. contra Don. lib* 4. cap. t^ 
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'^ certain general rule to diftingirilh the tnic catho- 
^^ lie faith from the depravations of hcrefy. And 
^^ after repeated enquiries, the fiim of all their an- 
" Iwers amounted to this> That if I, or. any other 
" Chriftian, would difcover the artifice of growing 
*^ hererics, and keep out of their fnarcs, and con- 
^^ .tinue perfe6Uy found in the right faith, the way, 
" by God's grace,' is to fecurcit upon thefc two 
" foundations : Firft, Upon the authority of ho- 
^* ly fcripture ; and after that. Secondly, Upon . 
" the tradition ofthe catholic church." And then 
.he continues: — 

" But here, perhaps, a man may alk this qUefti- 
*^ on; Since the canon of fcripture is conipleat, 
<« and more than fufficicnt in eve^ry relpeft,. what 
^^ aeed is there for adding the fenfe of the catholic 
** church to fuch a perfeft rule ? To which 
*^ queftion I anfwer, that diere is good reafon for 
^' ftich addition! becaufethe facred writings, Ijav- 
*« ing a fublime fenfe> all underftandings cannot 
" reach it alike j but one expounds the divine oracles 
«^ after this manner, and another after that; info- 
*^ much, that there are as many opinions about the 
** true meaning, as there are expofitors. For in- 
'* ftancc, Novatianus interprets one way, Pho- 
^^ tinus another, SabelUus another, Donatus ano* 
" tter. Anus another, Eunomius, Macedonius, 
*' Apdllinaris, Prifcillianus, Jovianus, Pekgius, 
^ Celcftius, each anothei-; and, in fine, Neftori- 

O 4 *Mwi ' 
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*• '•? an':thf r. And rhcrefc^re, i-T.dcr fo grrat dif- 
" nc-jl:i'i3, in fuch a rcrr/xcxir/ cf various error* 
'^ I holdi:cxtrernr!y ntrririr/ ro apply the fenlc 
'' of the c.itholi': church to :he fcriptures, as a 
*' niler-^ alir.e, and as a clue to conduce us in this 



« And 

*It is jufi :hc T-r-e in tr.f ^ntr^Tt'i day. The Arians and Sodxu- 
j.ns, the SahejxJar.'. and Trinitarian-, tnc Caivinifb and ArminiinSy 
&c. Uz. at! di:ft.r very macerially frcm one another in their religi- 
ous opinions ; r^nd yfii ^\ prcfefs to bj right. Every party too has 
men of confiJcrsble abilities to cfpoufc its canfe. What couHe 
then muit fjjious men tslce under thefe contradictory views of 
things ? I hum j!y conceive, the plan pointed out in thefe Stric- 
tures is not only the mofl judicious, but the only one that can be 
adcpced \vith a::y hopes cfLti^faction. The Bible is the rule, and the 
only rule of rel igiouo trjth. Apply the Fathers to that rule, and abide 
the conl'equence. If after this we dill retain different opinion's, 
there is no remeJy. We muft agree to difagree; defeijd our fenti« 
ments in ihc be ft mnnncr wc can ; and Ic^ive the caufe to God. In 
the mean time, wc ought to confider one another as fellow crea- 
tures, and treat each otncr with kindnef^, forbearance, and charity;^ 
doing g^^d in tvtry way that circumftances wll admit. 
'* In this our iranfient day of pain and grief, 
*' S prong from the fame GREJ7' SIRE, fo let us live 
" As owning the frat^'mal tie divine, 
*' And lighten mutually each other's load." 
All tM- fccms to mc perfe6Uy confiftent with fidelity to what wc 
conceive to be the truth. Dr. Prieftley and Mr. Lindfey, it is 
confefTrd, 1 have here ufcd with great freedonj. I have thought it 
my duty fo to do. They have treated others with equal freedom. 
They have thought it their duty fo to do. I am fo far, however, 
from entertaining any malevolence to thefe worthy Gentlemen, that I 
rcfpcft them highly, andfhould be very glad to lee them,to converfe 
with them, and to render them any fervice in my power. 7'he men 
I love. Their religious opinions I deteft. In our morality we arc 
agreed. In our divinity we differ. I pray God the virtue of that 
atoning blood, without which there can be no'- forgivc.iefs, and 
which they with fcorn rejed, may be applied to our mutual 
falvation. If its cHicacy extends to helplefs infants and virtuous 
Heathens, may it rot be extended alfo to all ferious and confcien- 
tious men under well meanine error and delnfion ? How this may- 
be I cannot tell. God only knows how far his uncovenanted mercy^ 
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" And- for US' who rTre in'thd-.bofom pf' the ca- 
^' tholic church, it ought to cbe our firft and prin- 
** cipalcare to chufe fuch doftrines, as we find to 
** have been believed mail places^at all fb^es^ and by 
^^ -all the faithful. For there is- notliing truly and 
** properly cadiolic, but- wh^t truly .and fully com- 
" prehends all thefe. . And we:afe thus catholic 
** when We follow univerfality, antiquitjymdj wmni^, 
^y mous dmjint. But .we. follow: «wV^fyiz///y, when 
^* we prpfefs that only to be the true faith, which 
'^ is profeffed by the church all the world oven In * 
*' like manner we arc followers of ' antiquity, 
' *^ when we religioufly adhere tothatfenfc of fcrip- 
/* ture, which manifcftly obtained amongfl the ho- 
*^ ly fathers, our predeceffors.- : And kftly, \wc 
*^ follow confenty when v/c embrace the definitions 
*^ and opinions of almoft all, if not^l, thebifhops 
** and teachers in the ancient church/" 

The 

miy extend. If I do err, let nie, however, err on the amiable fide. 
BSgots of any denomination I approve not. A candid and fincere 
Deifty if fuch an one th^re exifts, who profefles to love and feek 
tratfa^ is, in my ellimation, a' far more defirable "charafter, than a 
four, morofe> and angry bigot, even of. my own feiitiments, who 
believes through tliick jand thin, and can tell you ncitlicr the why 
nor the wherefore of his creed. ^ 

•* Let not this weak, unknowing hand, 

" Prcfume thy bolts to throw/- 

*' And deal damnation round the land 

*' On each I judge thy foe. 

«* If I am right, thy grace impart 

" Still in the right to flay ; 

** If I am wrong, O teach my heart 

"To find that better way. 

'Commonitory concerning the Rule of Faith. 
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The method of proceeding in our inveftigaeioitf 
of religious truthi &> ftrongly recommended bf 
this pious padier, \& whsit has been purfued by aB 
the mofl: deep and fucrcelsful dieological writers of 
every dcnomiiiation. It is the vtry beft \imazTi wit 
ever invented, and appears to me capable of afcer- 
tainingthe great leading doftrines of the goipel vdth 
a degree of prccifion litde fhort of demonftration. 
Our excellent Reformers, Cranmer and Ridley, 
wcpveryfenfibfcof tiiis, and therefore kept dofc 
Co the decifions of theic great and learned men. 
Erafmus performed a fervice extremely ufefiil to 
the church of Chriftj and gained immortal honour, 
by his unwearied labour in the writings of thefe holf 
Fathers. Since his rime, by the concurrence -of a 
variety of drcuraftanccs, the works of many of 
them liave fallen into confiderable difrepute. Thii 
is the cafe more efpctially among the various Sec*- 
tarifts of the prefent and laft age. For as their pc- 
culiaririesin d^ftrine, or difcipUne, or both, will 
notibtnd the tell of theie eariy writers, it has been 
the endeavbur of Tevtral of their authors to reprc- 
fentite Fathers in a di^utvant^eous point of view, 
that To their teftimony, bn'fubjefts unfevourable to 
the diflenting caufe, might be rendered of no 
weight. It was the lame with fome of the Roman 
Catholics at the Reformation. When they found 

that 

" Teach me to feci another's woe, 
«' To hid* the fault I fee j 
♦' That mercy I to others (hc^, 
** That mercy dew me.** 
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tthe ProtcftMte turned the wrirings of the Fa- 
rs agamft them, they fet themfelves to . difcredit, 
ValMity of their teftimony.* Thus both one. 
th6 odicr, for the fake of promotmg that parr , 
hr party m which they were embarked, would 
e d^ftroyed the credit of thofc great luminaries 
fie chureh, to whom every party is under &di 
obligations, even for the prefervation of die 
d of God itfelf Far otherwife, however, it is 
I the beft of our own theological writers. They 
the hoiy fcriptures in their proper place, Ixtt 
in ftich a manner as to pay all due relpe<a to the 
eflbrs of our Saviour and his Apoftles. 
.nd this it is which has given them that great $nd 
icd fuperiority over all other authors on moft 
mical ftilge6b. I need only inftance in the 
ungs of the two celebrated Bilhopsof St. Da- 
;, dodkors Biifl and Horilev. It is hardly poffi- 
conceive viftories more compleat tlian thofc . 
have obtained over their oppofers on the fub- 
rf fccdefiaftical anriqility. Dc. Prieftley,* in 
cular, whatever faJme he may have acquired m. 
nfophicri experiments, is a mere child on thk 
ion, when cdmipared with thcfe two Divines, 

There 

swasparticuarlythecafe withPctavias and Hucdas. Sac 
Hbrfley'f Tra^s, p. 59. 

J leaitied ^tkimsm profeffes to be a fmcere lover of truth, 
he is continually attacking the weakeft and moft indefenfi- 
lepoiitions biFhis opponents, paffing over thoie which are 
mdufivc. This i$ neith^^r candid nor confiftent with the 



Twcrc art rr-inv crhercf cur Theobgiiiis who havj, 
appci-'cJ ;.: :!;;::"imc c^ufi^ wiLHgrej: ar.d Jeicr^'ed cre- 
dit. Bif\::.:'i Jl-^ci. re-n";n, 3cv-cri :g:r, Stiilinsfleec^ 
and r c'liiDocc >rs \Vi:crli:iiI, Hicks, AIli:>:, and Grate 
Mt:Tr^. Ldij, :<ccv:-.., 3ing ur.i. Ncl:'jii,an i >thcrs/ 
v.c.-.:prof:'::^::/i'k:iir:i i:": C^^ri:::/.^ aneiquicy, and. 
appliwi :..eir .'cnov^Iejig-:) very valtiabL- purpofa.- 
I; i;, r>hf. L:rr,er*t^d, rfutp'jrllilci or'zr.is kina ihould 
be In ur.comn^';.'! among C;;riiti:ji3. The Cicrgy 
of the ch jrc!i of Eng'^ifi.!, eip-jcbiiy, might labour 
i;i i his province v;idi;^rcac aiivariC-.ge to the public/ 
Anii every or.c -a ho has got a rnngue to fpcak, and 
aniiand to write, fhoiiid ccntribiire his bed enJei- 
touro to^var.L ciilirig tliclr ac:en:ion, and the atten-" 
^ tion 

Ciuracter of a finccre lover cf truth. I have often been ft^ 
with this condad of the Doclor in peruiing his varioas compofid- 
on5, and could produce feveral inftanccs. See Jcflc's Defentt 
of the Church, p. 82. where thb charge againll him 13 confi^latd 
more in detail. 

♦There is a fine exhortation to the ftudy of the ancient Chriflitt 
Fathers in the conclu/ion of the learned and exxellent Dr. Cave'l 
Prolegomena to his Hiftoria Liter", ria, :: part of Wiiich I will tran- ' 
fcribe in this note from the tranilation of Dr. PrieiUey in his De- 
fences of Unitarianirm for the years 1788 and 1789. Havii^ 
Ihewnthe importance of thefe fludies with refpedto the Catholkiy 
he adds — " Nor are new arguments wanting to the nrofecutioa of 
" thefe ftudiesy efpecially from the unhappy itch of heterodoxy in 
" pcrfons of our own age, that has revived fo many anoeit 
*' nere/ies, which had been conflantly condemned by the charcL ^ 
*• Thedifciplcs of Arius, or rather of Photinos, are -extending 
*' thcmfelvcs every where. Seeing their caufe condemned by 
•' the tribunal of the primitive church, they attack antiqiutjr it- • 
" felf, and trample upon die venerable witnelTes of the primitiTe 
•' faith. 

*' The Nicene cr^ed is a conllant beam in the cye« of theft 
*' men, and they treat Athanafius^ Hilary, and the other chan^* 
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"ficb-of all the profcflbrs of the gofpcl, from mo- 
dem novelties to the venerable works of thefe great 
and holy men. No writings in tlie world are io 
worthy of our ftudy as theirs. For, with all their 
blemifhes and defefts, they come the neareft in ex- 
cellence and importance to die bible, that grand 
.charter of all our future hopes and expedarions. 
Thefe are no private and peculiar opinions 5 they 
they nre the fentiments of men the moft ferious 
. and competent to judge. I have produced feveral 
valuable teftimonies of this kind in another work,* 
to which the Rejider might.be referred ^ but as this 
^ publication 

f* ons of it, worfe than dogs or ferpents. They, however, boaftof 
*' their antiquity, but it is the olFspring of the old ferpent. Th?]r 
f« have theil: Fathers ; but whom? Ebion, Cerinth:as, Symmachus, 
♦' Theodotion, Paulus Samofatenfis, Photinus, and others. Thef«t 
** they-boailof as their predece/Tors, and the fathers of their faith. 
<* As to the catholic writers, they either rejeft them, elude the 
^* force of their arguments by fophiftry, or, what is more extraordi- 
*' nary, endeavour to draw them over to their own party. 

" Our ftudiotts youth, therefore, muft be exhorted to be on 
•« the watch, an<J muft apply with all their might ^o the works of 
** the Ancients; that, protected by thefe arms, they may repel 
'* the attecks of their adverfaries, anfwer their fophiftry, and fuc- 
. ." ce(sfully defend the caufe of the catholic, and confequehtly that 
/* of the Englifh, church. Stand ye in the -way and foe ^ and ajk for 
^ the old paths, 'where h the Pood ivay, and <walk therein, *Jcr^ 
" 6. 16. Thefe writings will (hew us the lurking holes of the 
f* ferpent. Thefe will bfing us tp the very fountain of truth. 

'* I fhall conclude with an excelJent paifage fiom Tertuilian : 
f * If thefe things be fo, it is plain whatever opinion agr;;cs witli 
** the apoftolic churches, where our faith originated, it is to \yt 
** confidered as true ; fmce they, no doubt, hold what the church 
'* received from the Apoftks, the Apoftics fromChrift, and 
** Chrift from God. And every do^ne is to be confidered as 
" falfe, which is contrary to that tn:ih, v/hidi was tauj^ht bv 
V t^e Church, by the Apoilles, hy Chrift, and by God. Yo^ 

^Sacred Literature, vol. 4. aj^pen : p. i^^-^iz. 
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•publication may pofllbly fall into the hands of feme 
perfons, who will never have an opportuiiity of 
feeing the other, 1 will be at the pains to tranfcribc 
them here, tranflating fuch as are in Ladn for the 
ufe of the mere Englilh reader, and adding a few 
more teftimonies to the fame puipofe, whickh^ 
' fince occurred to me in the courfc of my reading, 

I. BUDD^US, 

•* therefore who wifh to cxcrcife your cmiofity in things xefadog 
** to your falvation, viiit the apoflolical churches where the chtin 
^ of the Apofties fHU are, and where their authentic letten lit 
«^ read, fo that you feem to fee and hear them in peribn, De 
«• Praefcrip. cap. 21. 36 Upon the whole, if that be true triucl 
•* was the moft ancient/ and that be the moft ancient which wis 
^ from the beginning, and that was from the beginning, wfaid 
• •* ^vas from the ApofUes, it will be equallj^ evidcjiti that dut wi» 
•* from the ApofUes, which is held facred in th« apoftolic dvvdfcs. 
** Adv. Marc. 1. 4. c. 5. 

*< Fumi(hed with thefe arms, let us defend our own jnincyki^ 
«« and anfwer thofe who afk a reafon ofourfaith> whichw^nimilo 
*< be that which is truly primitive, catholic, and apoftolic. Sock 
** are our principles, that we have no reafon to decline the diftsff* 
** on of them before the tribunal of the pureft antiquity. Let n 
. •* then abandon all ufelefs Durfmts, knotty trifles, violent conten- 
«'^tions> ridiculous and ab(urd difputations, and let usjpafs our om 
'^'tinoe, not in places of public bufinefs, or diveruon, rantaiot 
" about like buffoons, attending the levees of the ereat* aed 
•* courting their favour, but in pulpits, in cathedral ctvrs, and 
*• in the rcceffes of our Ubrarier , diligently appiying to thofe fth 
•* dies, which have for their objeft the good of the church, tlie 
'* falvation of fouls, the knowledge of antiquity, and all ikM 
«* literature. 

" Do you efpecially apply to thefe facred ftudies mth. all jrow 
** might* who are bleffed with ability arid leifure, who arc mgh 
•* in rank, and in the poffeflion of thofe emoluments, which tbc 
•' piety of our ancellors has confecrated |is the rewards of oTefiil 
*' learning, and excitements to greater diligence. Let m diftin- 
*' cuiih ourfelves by piety and facred literature. Let the vciiera- 
*' ble Fathers of the catholic church be in everlafling retnein- 
V brance >vith us, and let their writings be held in the higheft 
•* honour and efteem. Jf my writings fhall contribute in the leaft 
'< to our better acquaintance with them> I fhall think that I have 
** not laboured in vain." 
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I. B U D D JE U S. 

THE Fathers were mea, therefore fallible, and 
not to be acquitted of all miftakes, unkfi we 
could acquit them too of human frailties. But 
though we fliould not diifenible the real errors of 
the Fadiers i yet it bccofaea, us to be cautious in 
<Mir cenfiires, nor ts> hy mqre errors to thcii* 
charge, than they were roaHy guilty of; nor to 
be over-zealous m fearching out every occafion 
of carping at their writings i nor to aggravate, 
beyond reafon, thofe errors which they may be 
found to have • fallen into ; left we thereby give an 
handle to the enemies of religion to turn it to a 
bad ufe, by decrying the authority of antiquity 
in general, and in relation to the weightier mat- 
' ters of our faith. Buddseus cpnfeffes this* And 
though he was no very zealous advocate for the 
Fathers, he Ipeaks of them in very handfomc 
terms, not running the lengths of thofe, who 
talk only as their prejudices dire£t them, without 
knowing any thing of the matter. Buddaeus 
was a man of learning, and knew what he faid; 
and therefore at the fame time that he cannot ac- 
quit the Fathers of all errors and faults (and who 
ever pretended to do it?) declares them to have 
been excellent men, judicious, pious, virtuous,, and 
learned for the times they lived in. He takes the 

*'. middle 
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middle way, neither afcribing coo much, nor too 
little totheir authority. - He is fo far from dclpif- 
in^them, as they only do who are ignorant of 
them, that he recommends the diligent ftudy of 
them, not only as ufeful, but as abfolutely ncccf- 
faryin order to an exaft knowledge in ecclefi- 
aftical antiquity : and declares, that, notwithftand- 
ing the errors of this or of that fingle Father in ' 
fome points; yet the true catholic doftrinc and 
faith of the diurcii may be found in them* 

JL J E R O M Z A N C H I U $• 

THIS . I ingcnuoufly confefsj fuch is the ftatc 
of my itiind, that I cannot eafily depart, cither 
from the determinations of the antient Fathers, 
or their interpretations of fcripture, unlefs con- 
vinced and compelled, either by plain teflimo- 
nics of facred fcripture, or neceflary cohfequcn- 
ces, and clear demonflrations. For my con- 
fcience is fo far fatisfied» that I defire even to 
die in this fettled convi6lion of mind.— 

I freely profefs to the whole church of Chrift, 
that my confcience will not let me diffent from 
the opinions of the Fathers, efpecially when moft 
or all of them agree in one thing. "^ 

III. MONSIEUR 

•Rev. Jofeph Clarke's Preface to Dr. Watcrland's Sermons, p. zq^ 
. ^EpilUc before his Confeffionof Faith* 
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I|I, M ON SIEtJR PAILLE, 
THERE is no queftion to be made, but that 
the Chriftian rcligioh Was morfc. pure, and with-: 
dut mixturci in its beginnings and infancy, tha^ 
it' was aftetwards lA kls" youth and progrefs, it be-r 
ing the ordinary courfe. of things, to pontradt 
corruptions more pr lefs, according as they are 
more ..or. lefs removed from iiieir firft inftitution. 
Now I cannot believe, that any faithful Chriftian 
wilj deny^ but that Chriftianity was in its heighf 
^d pcrfeftion iii the 'time pf the blefledApoftles. 
Ahdindeed /it Woiild be the gtcateit. injury that 
cbuiai; be "ottered them, to fay, thr^rany of their 
fiiccelfors liave either had a .greater defire^ or 
more abilitigs to 'a4vance Chriftianity than they 
had It will hence follpw then, that thofe 'times 
which were nearcft to thie Apoftles were neceffarily 
thepurcft, ana le^ft fubjeft to fiifpicion of corrupr 
tions, either in doftrine, or in manners, and Chrif- 
tian difcipline 5 it being but reafonable to belifve, 
0iat if thpre be' any corruptions crept into the 
church, they came in by little apd little, and by 
degrees ; as it happens in all other things/—: 

The Fathers abound in ftrorig and folid proofs 
of the fpndanicntar principles of Chriftianity, sUid 
dieyteachmany excellent things j which contribute 
to the clear underftanding of the fcriptures, ii| \ 
which thefe myftierids ^re contained, fn this re- 
• . ... f fpe^^ 

♦Treatife on the Right Ufe of the Fathers, p. 2. Eng, Tranf- 
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fpcft, their authority b hi great ufe, and may ferve 
as a probable argument of the truth.** 

IV. GROTIUS. 

THE works of the apoftoHcal Fathers were >• 
next to the fcriptures, Grotius* favourite ftudy.' 

V. BISHOP BULL. 

THE reading . of the Fathers, next to the ' 
holy fcriptures, Ihould be the foundation of all 
theology.' — 

This is the beft, yea, the only way of ending 
QXir moft unhappy controverfies, which have rent 
the church of Chrift mto fo many partSj if^ next 
to the fcriptures, we would receive and reve- 
rence the moft pure and primidvc andquity, 
and.perfuade others to the fame practice, and 
religioufly follow the agreeing judgment of the 
ancient doftors approved by the catholic church, 
^and elpecially of them who were neareft to the 
apoftolic age, wherefoever this can be found, 
which is to be found in aU thofe points that arc 
of any great moment.^ 

VL KING CHARLES L 

. IF the praftice of the primitive church, and the 

univerfal coqfentof the Fathers be not a convincing 

argument, when the interpretatioa of fcripture is 

doubtful, 

'Ibid, part 2, p. 184. — ^This is the teftimony of an enemy to 
the Fathers, extorted by the mere force of truth. 
'M. De Burigny's Life, p, 297. — ^Dcfcnfio Fidci Nicseas, p. 7. 
^NcIfon'sLifeof Bp. BuU. 
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-doubtful, r.know nothing. — ^Although I never 
cfteemed any argument equal to the fcriptures>. yet. 
I do think ,t^e unanimous confent of the Fathers, 
add the univf rial praftice of the ^primitive church, 
to be the bcft and moft authentic interpreters of 
God's word.* 

Vir. Rbv. Dr. GRABE. 
THIS learned man, after taking his matter of 
arts degree, devoted himlclf to the ftudy of di- 
vinity, and read the works of the Fathers with 
the utmoft. attention. Thefe he took firft into 
his hand as^thebeft matters and inttruftors upon 
the important fubjeft of religion. He was fond 
of their principles and cuftoms, and that fond- 

nefe grew intp a kind of unreferved veneration 
for their authority.' ' ... 

VIII. Rev. WILLIAM cave, D. D. 
WE have in the /Fathers of the church the 
mott admirable examples of a divine and reli- 
gious life, of a real and unfeigned piety, a fm- 
cere and 'tmiverfai charity,, a ftrift temperance 
and fobriety, ahtfnodhq^rable patience and fub- 
miflioii clearly reprtfentid to lis.. And the higher 
we go, the more illuftrious are the inftances of 
piety and virtue. For however later ages may 
Kive improved in knowledge, experience daily 
taking new additions to arts and- fciences, yet 
p 2 former 

; • ■ ■ .V ■ ■ ■ ' • ■ . 

-•rackes^ Sermons, p. 82.^^ $New and General BiograpiMCgl 

. DiSionary. 
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former times were mod eminent for the praftiee 
and virtues of a holy life. The divine laws white 
newly publilhed had a ftrongcr influence upon 
the minds of men, and the fpirit'-bf rcfigioff 
was more aiftive and vigorous, till rlicn by de- 
grees began to be debauched into tlut inipie^ 
and profanenefs, that in -tficfe iaft time$ have; 
over^run the world* 

IX, Rev. CHARLES LESLIE, 
NOTHING can contribute more towards. 

promoting the fervice of Chrift in this degene-. 

rate age, than to acquaint men with the hiftorics 

of the church, and the wprks of ?hel; Fathers iit 

the primitive times,' 

X, Rev, Dh, G E O R G ]^ H I C K E S, 

ALL ftudents in divinity fliould be convinced,, 
how ne ccflary it is to read the ancient Fathers, 
in. order downwards from the appftollcal age,? 

XI. Rev. Dr. WATERLAND/ 
THE. works of the Fathers -wili be held in 
great cfteem and yeneraiiop£; wh}!? eve^y , weal^ 
attempt to blaft their credits wiU mee!;.wJlh what; 
it juftly deferves ; I wa3 goiog 5?^ fay what, but 
it may foynd fcvere,' 

XII, Rev, 

^Apoftolici, in the addrefs to the 'R^iader* — ^Jl.ett«r to lUf, 
JParker.— 'Letter to Mr. Nelfon. . . 

^Defence of feme Queries, p. 421. See an able defenee of 
the Fathers againil the cavils of their adverfaries in Wateriaod'f 
Jniportancc of the DoQrJnc of the. Trinity, |>. 4U-^^^$. 
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M. A. 

T^HM queftion X^Hirtfe^ fuch t)r fuch a book 
fee Canonical fcripture, thotigh it ttiay bl decicfed 
negatively 6irt of fcripture, by ihcwing ippar^ent 
knd iitetoncilcablc eontradiftrons bdtween it auA ' 
fome 'other book cohfeiTedlycanbnital: butaliil*«>- 
itaatiwly it caiinoti but otily by the teftimonies 
6f the ancient churches; any book being to be 
Kceived as undoubtedly Canonical, or to be 
doubted of 'as uncertain, or rejected as apocry** 
phat^ according as||t was received^ or doubted o^ 
or rcjefted by them/ 

Again :— ^Thus muth I can fay, that whatfoerci* 
hath been held ilecelfery to falvation, either by 
tte catholic Chureh of all ages, or by thfc 
confent^ of Fathers^ meafured by Vincentiui 
Lyrinenfis' rulc^I do verily btlitvc and em*- 
farace-.* -- ' • • 

Xm. ARCHJSISHOP TlLLOtSOPjf. 

I am fure the ancient Fathers and Chnftians de*- 
iSned Chriftian religion better, and gave a more rea- 
(bnable and fatisfaftory account of it, than any of 
thofe do> who are fo apt to flight them/ 

P J , xiv. ARCHBISHOP 

. See alfo the ufe of an appeal to the wHtings of the Fathers in 
the Trinitariaacontroveriy, in the above Defence of fome Queries^ 
P»45|— 455- 

•Workjk— *Ibi4. pritf-P- ij.-r-'Sormbn ztB, p. 164* 
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XIV. ARCHBISHOP WAKE. 

WE ought to look upon the* writings of the 
apoftolical Fathers, though not of equal authority 
vrlth thofe which we call in a iingular manner the 
holy fcriptures, yet worthy of a much greater re* 
fpt6t than any compofures that have been made 
fincej however men may feem to have afterwards 
written wirh more art, and to have fhewn a much 
greater flock of human learning, than what is to be 
found, nor only in their writings, but even in die 
facred books of the New Teftament itfelf.* 

XV. Rev, WILLIAM REEVES, M. A. 

NOTWITHSTANDING dieingrate and dif-. 
honeft praftices of fome late unchrifldan critics, the 
the Fatiiers muft be allowed not to have been be- 
hiiid hand in the common advantages of mcnj for . 
their writings Ipeak them to be as great by nature 
and education, of as much point and folidity, 
. penetration and brightnefs, and every human way 
as wcU aajufted for defenders of the faith, as any 
reafoncrrs of the hugeft fize in thefe declining ages 
of the world. — 

Whoever fets out in the ftudy of the Chriftian 
myftcry without the condud of the Fathers, feems ' 
to me to be failing into the ocean without his com- 
pafs, in danger of being toffed to and fro with 
every wind of doftrine/ 

hind 
^latrodudion to the Genuine Epi(Ues of the Apoftolical Fatheri. 
^ Preface to Prupitiv^ Apologies. 
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XVL Rev. NATHANIEL MARSHAL, 
L. L. B. 

WHEN the fcnfe of fcripture is difputed, upon 
any article of moment, it cannot but be of confe- 
quence to know what the churches thought of it, 
which had the prefencc and conveffation of the 
ApoiUes to fct diem right in any miftaken conftruc- 
tion of their dodtrine, whether delivered to them 
by word or writing. Their unanimity in fuch ar- 
ticles, during the three firft ages, and their care 
to prevent innovations, or to bear teftimony 
againft them, when they could not be pre- 
vented, are confiderable arguments in favour of 
the truths, which were fo prefcrved by them* And 
the writers, who lived Mrithin that period, arc very 
full and compttent witnefles to us of their fenti- 
ments J and their integrity in reporting them, is in- 
ftead of a thoufend other excellencies.* 

XVIL Rev, Dr. B I S H O P. 

IT is certam that the judgment and determina- 
tion of the firft ages concerning any article of faith, 
or the meaning of fcripture, will be of great weight 
witJi all ferious and unprejudiced perfons. Thc^jgh 
the fcriptures are the- only rule of faith, yet may 
they be miftaken,.or perverted; and therefore in 
dubious and difputed points, we are apt to , enquire 
how the earlieft authors underftood and explained 
P 4 them ; 

•Preface to Cyprian's Worb. 



them: \¥hat opinions they held andprofcfled as the 
Inic and ncceflary doftrincs of Chriftianity, and 
What they denied or condemned, 4s erroncousi 
dangerous, ind heretical; Though we arc not to 
payfucha deference to thcm^ as to believe any- 
thing upon their authority, widioui* Or agaiaft 
rcripture; yeti in daring thefenfc of fcripturc5» \t 
muftbe a great fatisfaftion to our own minds, aada 
ftrong confirmation of our judgment^ when wc per- 
ceive that they concur with us in their notioijs, and 
interpret the holy fcriptures after the fame manhexi 
and draw the fame inferences from themj and it will 
highly recommend bur doftrine to the world, when 
we can produce the fanftion of antiquity in be- 
half of it. On the other hand, as it muft lead a 
*man> who has any meafiire of modcfty and humi- 
lity, to fufpedt his own underftanding, and to 
guard a^ainft an afluming and peremptory bcha- ' 
viouri when he contradids the cona'mon and long 
received opinions, and oppofes his peculiar tenets 
to tlie declaration of the Ancients upon die lame 
fubjeft ; fo he muft be apprehenfive, that it will 
infallibly expofe him to the public difeftecm and 
tJnftire/ 

XVIII. felSHOP BEVER.It)GE; 

ALMIGHTY God looking continually down 

i^on his church niilitatit here below hath prefcrv- 

cd 

7Se):mons at Lady, Mcf er's Leftote, jp. i^t. 
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^;:fta to us c^en the mcrfl ancient commentaries fafe 

•^Vid perfefti fa that We never can fufficiently adr 

" ^fiure his wonderful providence m this affair : iirft, 

?^' ilndced, that fo many books ihoiild be writ-ten by 

•;fChriftiana in times fo unfriendly and turbulent j 

•^j^and then^ after fuch a variety of complex rcvolu- 

-^-.tions, tnat they fliould come down, to our own 

i.:v^mes. For, not to go far from the Apoftlesj 

> Ilow many, and what extraordinary volumes are 

^ : itven now extant, which were written iil the three 

i^ firft ages after them ? Eufebius of Csefarea, -Sti 

fc *AthanaIi!Js of Alexandria, Hilary of Poi<3iers, 

k Opcatus of Milevum, Cyril of Jerfafalcm, Bafil 

J the Great, Gregory Nazianzen and Nyflenj 

.Epiphanius, Ambrofc* of Milan^, Jerome, Theo- 

\ philus of Alexandria, kuffinus, Gaudentiu3, Au- 

reiius Prudentius, Auguftine of Hippo, Marius. 

Mercator, Chryfoitom, Severus Sulpitius: We 

have likewile th: ti-uly excellent works of La£tan- 

tius, Arnobius, Dionyfius Alcxandriniife, <jregory 

Thaumaturgus, and St. Cyprian, who flcurilhed 

in the fecond age after the Apoftles, and of 

tonfcquehce before the Nicene council Wc 

have volumes fufficiently large from Origenj 

Clemens Alekandrinu5i and Tertullian, v/ritttnr 

in the fame century. Minutius Felix was alio of 

the fame period. We hav^ moreover the ecck- 

fiaiHcal njonuments of Irenaeus, -Tatian, Thecv 

philufi of Antioch> Athenagora$, and Juftin Martyr, 

drawn 
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drawn up in the age next after the Apofllcs, befidcs 
the fragments of many others infcrtcd in the church 
hiftory of Eufcbius. We have, finally, the truly ve- 
nerable little works of St. Polycarp, Ignatius, and 
Clemens Koraanus (and poffibly.of Hcrmas alfo) 
who all were converlant with the very Apoftles of 
our Lord. So that we have a certain admirable 
continuation and feries of ecclcfi^cal affairs from 
the very apoftolic age to the fourth century, and 
fo downwards even to our own times, drawn up 
by men the moft learned in each age; from 
whence we at this day may draw the perpetual 
and unanimous confent of the univerfal church, as 
well in doftrine as in difciplinc* 

XIX. WILLIAM'WHISTON. 

My advice for the ftudy of Divinity is, that, 
inftead of all thofe bare, and later, and partial 
compofures, whether they be councils, or Fathers, 
or fchoolmen, or fyftems, or controverfies j we 
make it our whole bufinefs, with the greateft care, 
integrity, and impartiality, to ftudy the facred 
writings of the Old and New Teftament, with 
the bed books neceflaiy for the thorough under- 
ftanding of the fame: And, as a fupplemcnt and 
fecurity to the right underftanding of them, with 
the next degree of care, and with equal im- 
partiality, to ftudy the apoftolical Fathers, and 
then thofe of the fecond century at the kaft* 

Nay, 
'Cpdcx Canonum. 
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Nay, if poffiblc> thofe of the third, and beginning 
of the fourth century alfo, till the time of 
.Conftantine the Great, and the council of Nice: 
concluding, as it were, this jfcheme of primitive 
writers with the works of the great Eufebius, to, 
whom we owe almeft all our authentic knowledge 
pf the hiftory of this firft anci pureft ftate.of the 
Chriftian church. 

That this is the fafeft and fureft, and rnoft la- 
tisfaftory method of ftudy in divinity, all confider- 
ing men muft needs grant; becaufe it is taking 
nothing upon truff, or at the fecond hand, but 
going immediately to the fountain head, to the 
truly genuine and ofiginal books of our religion. 

As to myff If, I muft needs confefs, that fo little 
as the bare peruTal of the Epiftles and Martyrdom 
of Sl Ignatius, and of the Epiftle.and Martyr- 
dom of St, Poly carp J who muft both of them 
know whether fthe fafts on which our religion de- 
pends were really true or not j do more efFe6tual- 
iy convince me of the certain truth of Chriftia- 
nity, than whole books of the moderns on that 
fubjeft, though written with grea^ force and ad- 
vantage. 

As to the writings of the kpoftolical Fathers, 
I find fuch an honeft fimplicity, zeal, and feriouf- 
nefs in their exhortations, reproofs, direftions, 
jwd examples, for the promoting of true and 

genuine 
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genuine pictv, that nont of the modem books of 
religion and devotion themfelves — do by any meatx 
io deeply affect and pcrfuadc me,* 

XX. Tk£ Riv. ANTONY BLACKWALL, 
M. A. 

I wo'jid faui beg room among the Chflics for 
three primiuvc writers of the church, St. Chry- 
foftom, Minutius Felix, and Lactandus. St. Chry- 
foftom is eafy and pleafant to new beginners i and 
has writ:rn with a purity and eloquence which 
have been the admlmtioii of all ages. This won- 
drous man in a grest meafure pofleffes all the ex- 
cellencies of the moll valuable Greek and Roman 
clafCcs. He has the invention, copiolifnefei andper- 
fpicuity of Cicero J and all the elegance and accu- 
racy of compolition which is admired in Ifocrates j 
v/ith much greater v^iriety and freedom. Accord- 
ing as his liibjeft requires, he has the eafinefs and 
fweetncis of Xenophon^ and the pathetic force and 
rapid fimplicity of Demofthenes. His judgment 
is c5cquifite, his images noble, his morality fenfiblc 
and beautiful. No man underftands human nature 
to greater perfeftion, nor has a happier power of 
pcrltiafion. He is always dear and intelligible 
upon the loftieft and greateft fubjcdt i and fublime 
and noble upon the leaft. 

•Advice For the Study of Divinity, paffim. 



J rsli^uy Opinions. 237 

'The Dialogurof Mmiltius is jiidicious' and ele- 
gant, clbfe and pcHpfcuous.* The Critics have in- 
deed charged him \iicb waniof the Roman purity in 
fome places j but if * He has in a few paffages a little ' 
§)ice of the African diafcft, it is the leaft imagina- 
ble. ' Keis fill! of liv-eiy andinftFu<9:ii?fe fentcnces, 
which almoflr equal the number of the periods;, 
which fe'ntences naturally rcfult from his Hibjeft, 
^d are iieatly interwoven wkh the thread >tnd con- 
textur? of his dilcouric. ' He argues with convinc- 
ing realbn, and rallies with agreeable fatire and 
'fbarpnefs. Bis wit i$ true ilcrling, foli^ and bright, 
of intrinfic value> and unaJlayed luftre. He clears 
Chriflianity frpro the vile afperfions \;1iich the Pa- 
gan diiputant threw upon it, and retorts hi^ charge 
upon his adverfary^s religion with fuch becoming 
vehemence, and evidence of truth, that he dcr 
monltrates himfelf to be die moft dangerous op- 
ponent that could be feared againft a bad caufe,* 
as- weli as the nobleft. advocate, and ableft. cham-r 
]pion> that could be defired for a good one, 

Laftantius has fo much of the ftrength and 
Ibeauty of -the gireai. Roman philofopher and orator, 
that; he has gained the honourable character of the 
Chriftian Cicexo.. «. No man wrote widi equal puri- 
ty after the decay of ,th<^ Latm tongue ; fcarce any 
man . fo like Cieero- in its ftate of p . rfecllon. . Bodi 
the- Chriftian Apol6^fts underftand all the rites ' 
aflji (j-ererpoijies of the Grecian and Romari 



religion ; 
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religion /and are pcrfeflJiy acquainted with all their 
authors. They happily employ the arguments 
of the Pagan philofophers, the accounts of 
their hiftorians, and the eloquence of their poets. 
and orators, to defend and adorn the Chriftian 
caufe. They turn the artillery of their Heathen 
enemies againft them; prove their pretended gods 
to be mere mortals, by the conccflions of their 
moft zealous worfhippers i andtriumph over Ro- 
man fupcrftition by the force of Roman eloquence, 
XXI, Dr. J O R T I N. 
IT would be a felfe inference to conclude from 
the blemilhe? and miftakes of the Fathers, that 
they are to be raft afide as altogether ufelcfs. 

Cpnfidered as claffic authors, they arc as valua- 
ble as their Pagan contemporaries, and contain in- 
ftruftion of the grammatical, critical, and philofo- 
phical kind. 

They are unexceptionable wimeffes from age to 
age of ^he authenticity and genuincnefs 9f the 
New Teftament; they ^ew us evidently that they 
had die fame fcriptures which we now have. 

They fcrve to fetde -the true readings of the 
New.Teftament, and are of the more importance, 
asowe have hardly any manufcripts older than the 
fifth century,' and but few of thofe. 

The Fathers, particularly the Greek Fathers, 
are in fome places ufeful interpreters of the 
fcriptures. 

If 

•Introduftion to the ClalEcs, p, 138 — 14a. 
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If wc take them iiythe charafter of hiftorians, 
though they are not profefledly luch, they are wit- 
ncflcsand recorders of the cuftoms and opinions 
of Chriftians, Jews, and Pagans, and rcprefent 
to us the ftate of the church and empire.* _ : 

XXIL Rev. Dr. C^'R.OVIl. 

EXCEPT a critical acquaintance with the 
original language of the Old Teftament, and 
even this exception is not applicable to all, the 
ancient Fathers had moft of the learning of which 
the world was in poflfeffion.i 

XXIII. BISHOP HORSLEY. 

THE reafonablenefs of our feith will be belt 
underftood froai the writings of the Fathers of the 
three firft centuries. And amongft thefe the Pla- 
tonifts of thp fecond age deferve particular l^tten- 
tion, for the great perfpicuity Avith which in gene- 
ral they expound the faith, and the great ability 
with v/hich they defend it.* ; 

XXIV. rHE Rev. HENRY KETT, M. A. 

IN the works of the Fathers may i>c found fpe-; 
cimens of elegant cbmpofitiori to gratify the tafte > 
intcrefting fafta to enlarge the circle of knowledge ; 
and examples of piety to amend the heart* 

The reader of the Fathers- is convinced that al- 
though the prize of literature is borne away by the 

claffical 
K^harge Second, p. 597. — 'Sermon?, p. 69.— ♦Trafts, p. 68. 
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daffical auritors of iGrcecc artd-ftomc^ y^t fimir 
k^ beauties diftinguifh the comp6fitions Vhich arc 
the obje<as:-Qf his purfuit. Neither the graces of 

. ^rhplicity, nor the Iplcndour of ornament wefe 
confined to Xenophon and Plato, nolr to Livy 
^nd Cicerpi for every impartial critic will commend 
the pure ftilc of La^ftantius i the ricK imagery, and 

^ppofite illuftrations of Theodoret^ the clafTical 
jftuency of Minutius Felix ^ the uniform pcrlpe- 
cuity of Ba21 ; the glowing effxiiipns of Gregory 

,of Nazianahinii; and the exuberant. and attraftipg 
eloquence of Chryfoftom, and Cyprian. . 

From the Fathers ;wc may learn ^with what unre- 
mitting care the holy fcriptures were preserved 
.during fucceffiye ages. The . quotations which 
abound in their work* fumifh ftrong and convinc- 
ing proofs of the authenticity of ■ the prefent co- 
pies. By. them we are informed that thele fcrip- 
tures were zcajoufly appealed to and confult^d by 

writers who wjre unanin^ous upon no other fub- 
je6t. Their authenticity was held to be indifputa- 

bk. They were repeatedly made the arbiters of 

controverf/, and the guides of faith and pra£iice. 

Hence alfo we eftim^te the veneration in which 

they were held and- the- vigilance with' which they 

were guarded. Hence we deriyfc the moft pcrfedl 

affurance and ftrongcft evidence- that they' Have 

e leaped unmulitated, and uncorrupted from thfe 

tumult of controverfy, the artifice of fraud, the 

liolimty of Pag:«.nifm, and the ravages of time; 

From 
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From the great ftore* of literature which the 
church has accumulated from age to age, there 
arc certain produftions which deferve td be fe- . 
Icfted with peculiar care. The worlcs of thofc 
whofe; names have been recited, are valuable for 
elegance of ftile, faithfulnefs of narrative, fer- 
vour of piety, or cppioufnels of examples. But 
iliowing the ftrength of thefe recommendations, 
we hefitate not tp conclude, that the firft attenti- 
on of an ecclefiailical ftudent is moft properly 
directed to Clemens Romanus, Ignatius, Polycarp, 
Juflin Martyr, Irenssus, and Athenagoraa. ^ 

If it be confidered tl^at their writings immedi- 
ately fucceeded the publica;tion of the New Tefta- 
inenti» that they are repofitories of facred hiftory 
which in the order of time claim the neareft place 
■to. the gofj^el; that they are the monumehts of the 
linearity of the' fearly converts, arid the evidences 
of the authenticity of the New' Teftament, they 
become very interefting ibbje'lftsof fpeculation. 
We fhall raile thefe works to a much greater 
height of cfteem if we confider the fituations and 
the attainments of their refpeftive authors. The 
ages in which they flourilhed were Angularly pro- 
pitious to the acquirement of evangelical know- 
kdgp, as they drew Ghriftianity from , its fource. 
.Some of them were exalted to the higheft rank 
in the church,^ and others were diftinguifhed by 
coiiiprehenlive learning. Cleinent, Ignatius, Po- 
iycarp and Irenaeus were Bifhops of the moft po- 

Q^ pulous 
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j/-;lo-^ and celebrated cirici oi' vxt Ro.tun empire, 
and J'jflin arid Aihcr*agoras were iairuftcd in the 
^nii^.vr. of the anc'icnr Philolbphers, The lives of 
al! 7.-ere confecmttd ro the fzii ; and f jch was 
th<:lr ur.conqii^rable adherence to the Chriftian 
croic, rhar Ignatius, Polvcarp ztA Juflin fealed its 
trjth wi:h their biood. 

The fieli of infornriation which tbeir works open 
to our view is wide and interef::ng. Here are 
to be found the prevailing fentimmts of the firft 
(^hriftians, the teilimony borne to the infpired vo- 
lume, and the interpretation firft made of its codt 
tents. Here are defcribed the firft herefie^, -^nd 
what meafures were adopted to contute them;, the 
(iifcipline eftablilhed in the^infant church, the form 
of its government, and the various and cryel machi- 
nations of its enemies. Moreover, in them may. 
be fccn the earneftnefs of the primitive believjersfor 
tlie glory ofX^fod, and their folicitude for thefal- 
vation of man; what was their fupport during the 
viciflitudcs of life ; and what the. ground of their 
hopes, amidft the fufFerings of martyrdom.' — 

. IF THE writings of the Fathers^ . are fo excellent 

and important, let the well-difpofcd Chriftian who 

wifties 
'Sermons iat the Bampton Lt?£(are» paffirn. 
'Various other telHmonies in favour of the Fathers^ and the uti^ 
lity they are of itr determining the true fenfe of fcripture, maybe 
met with in the notes of Dr. Waterland*s unanfwerable book on 
the Importance of the*Do6binc of the Holy Trinity. G. Voffiw, 
CafauDon, Calvin, Melanfthon, Patrick, Dodwell, Sherlock> and 
others, are there mentioned as being of the fame opinion with the 
above learned men. 



religious Opinions, I45 

wlhcs to underfl;and the grounds of his profeflTion, 
and go to the bottom of things, lay afide the pcrufal 
of modern publications, upon divine fubjects, as 
biijchas may be, and go backto firft principles. The 
present mode. of ftudying religion i's direftly the re- 
verie of what it ought to be* The great bulk of 
common Chriftians fpend all their time in a deful- 
tory kind of reading any thing or every thing that 
coniies to hand, right or wrong, without any fettled 
plan whatever. Now they will perufe a chapter in 
fhe bible, now a fermon written by fome favourite 
author. At one rime they will take up a contro- 
veffial pamphlet, at another they will Ipend an hcur ' 
-in ft b3ok of entertainment; This is the general 
rnp^e-.of proceeding,, "and the;,flire way to keep us. . 
always children. So'^ddifig, we fliall be tojfed t9 
and fro with every wind of doilriue, by thefUgbi cf \ 
^neni^hnd'cuimingcraftinejsy whereby tb'iy tie in hbait ''' 
la de££ipe.ij always kamingy and never being, able to 
'^ioni'ej^ the; knowledge of the trutbi" -Vhtj neVef 
feem to refleft, that ^ there is any danger", of, being ' 
deceitedjand mifled. ' Tfiey quite forg^t^y that //?^ J 
\ieviiis going about as ^ rearing lion f^eking whom . 

■".■0^2 ,ke\ 

The Celebrated Selden alfo fays, when fpealdn^ of. the biHe, 
** the text fervcs only to giiefs by, we muft fatisfy ourfelvcs fully 
•* out of tiie authors that lived about thofe times." ■ ' •■ 

. - ^ - Table Talk, p. 8. 

Sec Monthly Review for June 1783, p. 515, for their teftimo-- 
ny in favour of the Fathers, and aMo for the opinion of the learned* 
Schultens. : See moreover the Sequel of William Burgh,. Efq; 
p^ 10^ 1 1 , for his fentiments on the fame great men. Bifhop Hurd 
has ]ike\\i(e given a very fevourable account of them in his. 
Sermona at Lincoln's Inn, vol. i . p. 10. 
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be may devour. They fcldom confider, that we ard 
all accountable to God for the cultivation of our 
mental power?, and for the condud of our under- 
ftandings, as well as for the morality of oiir exterior 
coniuct y and that there are dannnabk principles/ as 

well as deftruflive prafticcs.^ Hence that indifFer- 

. . ...^ - . - 

encc to religious opinions beyond the example or 
fonner ages/ Hence that frivolofity of condud, 

which 

7The enemies of our civil ^ind religious confHtution h^ye. fcr 
many years been working in fecret for the fubverfion of it by every 
ftrt they can devife. One of the moil effedual has been .the cam- 
mand which they have got of the greater part of our periodical 
publications. When they have made a fufficient number of ffKOds 
to abet their caufe> there is no. inannerof doubt but they will ffi- 
deavour to compel by force of arms what now they arc aiming to 
accomplifh by lophiftry, mifrcprcfehtation, and falfe philofb|my. 
The King's late well-timed proclamation has ilifcokicerted thor 
meafures for the prefent, and given thofe reiUefs aB4 difcontented 
fpirits to fee, that their party is not fo powerfiil as ihey over- 
weeningly conceived it to have been. The -friends of this happy 
country, however, ought by no means to reft here. '^Our adveria-^ 
ries are ftraining every nerve to accomplifh their- dMgnt.v.1. We 
ought to do the fame for the fupport of what they are wifhing to 
demolifh. I am happy to inform the Reader of thefe Stridhires^ 
that a very fiefpedtable Society is formed in London for the exprcf s 
purpofe of oppofing, ia every way they thmk moft expeiuenti 
the enemies of our faith, <Jur religion, and our laws. — For farther 
particulars of -this Society, fee '^ :^ Propofal for a RefbnAatkm of 
Principles," with a *« Sequel to the Propofal," at the end of the 
Gentleman's Maga2dne for Augull, 1792. 

•There hairbeen a very excellent little book puHiffed. l^tel^Tby 
an anonymous author, who calls himfelf, " One of the Lftttyi 
which I could wofhtQ be carefiilly read by tyery. genteejt pjorfiip in 
the kinp[dom. It is entitled, " An Eftimate of the Religion of 
the Fafliionable World ;" and^srwell calculated 16' betyf ijiSOhfite*- 
ftble ufe to that defcription of pcrfons, if they could J>e.preYaileA' 
upon to give it a ferious perufaL There are many-obfervationA ill. 
it which arc peculiarly worthy the attention of Dr. Prieft]ejr» .ftnd. 
all our enlightened and liberal-minded philofophers^ I wiU.take- 
the liberty of extradling one pai&gc from the clofe of tbe/firft chapr 
tcr> where he fpeaks of that laxity of religious opinions which fo 
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tvhich pervades all ranks of men, even where the 
ihtcrefts of eternity are concerned. And hence too 
that general langour and lukewarmnefs fo vlfible in 
many of our places of religious worlhip. 

0^3 ' Now 

highly diitinguilhes the charafter of the prefent age : — " The 
•* ffarong and generous bias," fays this elegant and fenfiblc writer, 
•' in favour of univerfal tderadon, noble as the principle itfelf is, 
** has engendered a dangerous notion that all error is innocent. 
*' Whether it be owing to this, or to whatever other caufe, it is cer- 
«* tain that the difcrimihating features of the ChrifHan religion arc 
•' every day growing into lefs repute ; and it is become the failiion, 
*' even among the better fort, to evade, to lower, or to generalize, 
** its moft dilHnguiihinf peculiarities. 

*' Having wifely and happily freed ourfelves from the trammels 
«' of human authority, are we not turning our liberty into licenti- 
•' oufnefs, and wantonly ftruggling to throw oiF the di-uine authori- 
*' ty too? Freedom oi thought is the glory of the human mind, 
** while it is confined within its juft and fober limits ; but though 
*' we arc accountable for opinions at no earthly tribunal, yet it 
** Ihoiild be remembered thatthoughts as well as adlions'are ame- 
«' nable to the bar of God : and though we may rejoice that the 
«* tyranny of the fpiritual Procruiles is fo far annihilated, that it ■ 
*' is no longer thought a proof of the orthodoxy . of or» man*s 
'* opinions, that he lop or lengthen thofe of another till they fit 
■• his own meafure ; yet there is ftill a ftandard by which- not only 
** a^ons are weighed, but opinions are judged ; and every fenti^ 
** ment which is clearly inconfiilent with the revealed will of God, 
*^ b &s much throwing off his dominion, ?s the breach of any of 
"** his moral precepts. 

" There is then furely one teft by which it is no mark of intole- 
" ranee to try the principles of men, namely, the LaiM and tht 
** Teftimony : and it is impoffible not to lament, that, while a more 
•*« generous fpirir governs our judgment, a purer principle docs not 
** ^em to regulate our lives. May it not be faid, tiiat, while we 
** are juftly commended for tliinking charitably of the opinions of 
*• others, we feem, m return, as if we were dj^firous of furnifliing 
«' them with an opportunity of exercifing their candour, by the 
•* laxity df prindple in which we indulge ourfelves ? If the heart* 
** of men were as firmly' united to each crther by the bond of cha- 
•• rity, as fome pretend, they could not fail of being united to 
•* God alfo, by one common priociple of piety, the only certain 
** fource of aU charitable judgment, as well a& of all virtuooa 
•• conduft. 
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Now, if any perfon fliould wifli to be direfted 
into a more excellent way, and not to be the 
fport of deifts/ fceptics, and Socinians/ let him 
look back, as we" have before obfervcd, to firft 

principles. 

" Inftead of abiding by the falutary precept af judging no mMi, 
*' it is the fafliion to exceed our commiflion, and to fancy every 
** body to be in a fafe ftatc. But, in forming our notions, we have 
" to Chccfe between the Bible and the world, between the rule and 
*' the practice. Where they do not agree, it is left to the jadg- 
•' ment, cf believers at leaft, by which wc are to decide. Bat 
*' we never ad, in religious concerns, by the fame rule of com- 
" mon fenle and equitable judgment which governs us on other 
** occauons. In weighing any commodity, its weight is dctWv 
" mined by fome generally-allowed ftandard ; and if the commo- 
*' dity be heavier or lighter than the ftandard weight, we add to or 
'* take from it : but we never break, or clip, or reduce the wdeht 
" to fait the tiring we are weighing ; because the common conlcnt 
*' of markind has agreed that the one (hall he confidered as tbc 
" ftandard to afcertain the value of the other. But, in weighing 
" our principles by the ftandard of the Gofpel, we do jutt thcrc- 
•' verie. Inftead of bringing our opinions and anions to the^ 
" lance of the fan^uary y to determine and redlify their comparative 
" deficiencies, we lower and reduce the ftand[ard of the icriptDre 
*' do6lrines till we have accommodated them to our own purpofes; 
*' fo that, inftead of trpng others and ourfclves by God's nncrrinj 
'*' rule, we try the truih of Gcd's rule by its conformity or non- 
" conformity to our own depraved notions and corrupt praftlccs:" 

*'That declaration of Lord Bacon's concerning the gofpel of 
Chrift, which I have fomcwhere met with, ought to confound 
every Dcift, and ftiut hii mouth for ever: — " There never was 
«* found," fays he, *' in any age cf the world, either philofophy, or 
** fe6l, or rc!ip;ion, or law, or difJipline, which did lo highly exak 
" t'le public j^ocd a? tlie Chriftian faith." 

'Dr. Prieftley, I think, is ufaally confidered as the firft Socinian 
ci" tiic age. 1 ha VQ, obfervcd on the 153d, page of thtfe Striftures, 
thr.t his learning is faid to be various, but fuperficial. I have, 
fince writing tiiat ohfcrvation, been fomev/hat confirmed in the 
fuppofition, by reading his " Mifcellaneous Obfervations relating 
to Kducr.iion " The advice he there gives, and efpecially in the 
third S^flion, where he treats of the Latin and Greek languages, 
is talculated to* make no other than fuperficial fcholars. After 
reading this we are no longer furprized at the various inaccuracies 
fo be found in fome of his polemical compofitions, and that he has 



reTtgiOUS Opinions. 247 

principles. He willfindhis accountin beginningwidi 
the holy fcriptures, 'and reading them carefully and ' 
repeatedly overin-chtonoioglcalordtT.' The margin 
and index of our larger Bibles will enable him to do 
this \vith fufficient accuracy. Read th'ehi in the- 

originaManguages, if you can: if not, 'in our own 
excellent tranflation.* Read them with fervent and 

0^4 perfevering 

given Dr. Korfley fuch repeated advantages over him. One may 
appeal to any good fcholar for the juftice of thefe obfervations. 
Dr. Prieftley's advice refpefting the two learned tongues is in di- 
reft oppofition to the praftice of ail the beft grammatical fchools 
in England. No man can be an ahle fcholar without a thorough ac- 
qaaintance with Latin and Greek. 1 know fomething of both 
thefe languages myfelf ; Dr. Prieftley, no doubt, does the fame : 
but lam, far frofti thinking my acquaintance with them is fuch as 
to entitle me to the verjr honourable diftinftion of ^Lgood claj/ic. 
And though I have no difficultyin granting ,that Dr. Prieftley is in 
every refpefl far fuperior to myfelf, yet there is rcafon to conclude, 
that neither is he entitled to that diftinftion. Mr. Whitaker, m* 
deed^ at the 85th page of his very learned work before 
ijlentioned, fuppofes Dr. Prieftley fo ignorant of the Latin tongue 
as not to be able to read Biftiop BulPs Defence of the Nicene Faith 
in its original language, and wiflies th^t fome learned hand would 
be at the pains of tranflating it for the Do6tor's information.-r- 
This is an uncandid reflection I It is a pity the warmth of contro- 
verfy and zeal for truth fhould betray a worthy man into fuch a 
cenfure. U I have been gujlty of any fuch in the courfe of thefe 
Stridlures, I hereby recant them with all my fpirit. Befides, if 
X)r. Prieftley were incapable of reading the Latin original, Biftiop 
Horfley and Mr. Whitaker may be informed, as they feem not 
to know the circumftance, that all Biftiop Bull's works on the Holy 
Trinity, publiftied by Dr. Grabc, have long fmce been tranflated 
and publiftied in two cdavo volumes, by Francis Holland, M. A, 
Re<^or of Sutton, ^Vilts. The tranftation I met with accidentally 
feme years ago in a lx)okfeller's ftiop iat Bath* It was printed in 
1730; and contains all Grabe's Notes, and fome Refleftions upon 
the Controvertifts in this dodrine by the Tranflaior. 

" *The Englifti tranftation of the bible is the beft tranftation in 
*'the world, "and renders the fcnfe of the original beft, taking in 
*' for die Englifti tranftation, the Biftiop's bible'as well as king 
" James's." Seldeu's Tabic Talk, p. 6, 
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pcrfevcring prayer to the Alaughty> for die aflif- 

tancc of Yv^ H0I7 Spirit, to guide your mind into 

the knowledge and experience of all iaving truth. 

Read them frequently 'upon your . knees j and, as 

much as poflible, diveft yourfelf of all prejudice 

of mind, and every preconceived opinion.* I 
would recommend them, moreover, to be-, read 

without notes and illuftrauons of any kind; or at 
leaft, let thrm be very concife, and free from party 
rage. Comments and illuftrations ufually do more 
harm than good, by drawir^ our attention too 
much from the text itfelf. The marginal notes and 
references, together with the general chronological 
index at die end of our quarto bibles, are infinitely 
preferable to all the illuftrations that ever were writ- 
ten, if we are defirous of knowing rather what b 
the mind of God in this word, than the reli^ous 
noftrums of party-lpirited commentators. 

When we have got all the light and information, 
that the holy fcriptures ailbrd, we need not give 
ourfelves any concern about the various and contra- 
diftory opinions of men : but if any doubt fhould 
rirmain upon our minds, on fubjecls which fccm 
important to the fch^me of divine truth, fet us not 
regard tiae ipfe-dixlts of any ofournoify pretenders 

to 

This declaration was made by this moft learned man near 150 
yeurs ago. Several very fubftantial rcafons may now be orged 
why a re*vi/ai of our vulgar tranflation Ihould talcc place; but I 
fhould be forry to fee a new one by public authority. A judicious 
rev/al, however, appears to me highly expedient, in the prdcnt 
improved ftate of literature. And 1 will add, Is not ^ revi/al of 
our public forms of prayer, &c. equally expedient? 
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to fuperior light and knowledge,! but betake our- 

felves to the immediate followers of our bleffed 

Saviour and his Apoftles. They will clear up all 

our doubts, nt k(ifi with refpe^ to matters cf faSl, 

and 

'Many of thefe hew-light people fpeak of the prefent (Utc 
of Itarning and philofophy, as though the ages that are pall knew 
nothing in comparilbn pf the wonderful difcoveries they are daily 
makings and nature were about to throw open all her fecreta before 
them. If, however, they would but acquaint themfelves th&* 
rougiily with the various works and inventions of our forefathers, 
they would find but little reafon for exultation. Experimental 
philofophy has indeed been making conliderable advances fince the 
time of Friar Bac6n. The difcovery of the art of printing has had 
the happieft effects. But the ftream can never rife higher than the 
fountain. Man is a limited creature. He may boall himfelif as he 
pleafe •> 5 but his prefent powers are not equal to great things. Apd; * 
at all events, whatever difcoveries he may make in phylics : in 
politics we may fay. The thing that hath been, it is tpat ijjhichJhaU 
be ; and that which is done, is that 'vjhich jhall he done : and there 
is no neiAj thing under jbe fun. Every kind of government has- 
been tried ; and every kind has its advantages and difadvantages* 
Perftelion belongs not to human inftitutions. 

" For forms of government let fools conteft ; 
" What e'er is b^ adminiAcr*d is beft." 
. And as to religion, that is fitted and limited. When God re- 
vealed his will to the ifraelites by Mofes, that revelation was the 
ilandard. No improvement was to be made, or could be made» 
till the difpenfation itfelf ihonld be clianged by the fame authority . 
that enjoined it. The perfedion of men under that inftitution was 
an exa£t compliance with all its injunctions. It is muclf the &me 
under the Chriftian ceconomy. The New Teftansent is the role 
and ftandard. No addition, no amendment, no alteration^ no im- 
provement, can be admitted here. All is pure, all is perfect, no- 
thing too little, nothing too much. Give us but a true and un- 
corrupted copy, and it admits of no clipping and curtailing by any 
of our feif-conceitcd bible-menders whatever. Dr. Prieftley's ex- 
perimental dexterity will not apply to the book of revelation in 
like manner as to the volume of creation. The fentiments of the 
truly learned and excellent Bifhop Hurd, whom the Dodbor prc- 
fumes to treat with pity and indignation, becaufe, forfooth I he 
believes in the divinity and atonement of his Saviour ; are applica^ 
))le to the point in hand. This great Man's writings, however^ 
are as much fuperior to the theological oompofitions of the learned 
podor a^ filver is fuperior to tiniel. There is a modcfly in the 
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and we ma^/ faftly abide by their determination. 
V/hardl th::3 rrcac ?,n'i crood men, fcr the fir'lt 
three i;r four centuries, dearly -'g^eed to dbiblifh, 
bidsf^irto hz the truth, and here we may fccurely 
fct our foot. 

I know 

one, which is a fure inciication of a great mind ; and a haoghty 
kind of confidence in the other, which betra) s a want of felf- 
knowledge. Tlie one reafons juflly, the ether fophiilically : the 
one pleads thecaufe of God^ defends the peribnal honoor of his 
Son ; vindicates the authenticity of his word ; and wipes off the 
afperfionj call upon the j»;eneratir.n cf God's children : the other 
obfcures the glory of the Divine Being ; degrades lii: only begot- 
ten Sen to the rank of a mere, frzL, weak, peccable, and miHaken 
ia?.n ; rejeds feme parts of ]ioly fcriptcrc entirely, and reprefents 
what he dcn^ retain as being fu!I i.f blunders and mifreprefentzti- 
rr.3; acd exalts the ancient hjreiics to the rank of the only true 
fcrvants of thq living Gcd, while ail the orthodox Fathers of the 
church, ir.cn famous in ihtrir generation, and renowned in "all ages 
for iheir Icarninc, faith, and pitty, are conlidered in the light of 
idolaters. — Bu: — let us hear the iontiments of this truly learned 
Prelate : — " Even in the puriuits of human fcience," fays he, 
** where rer.fon.can do moft, a!! :he riForts of the ablefl underihind- 
•* iffg penetrate but a little way. We know enough of the nature 
•* cf things, to f;.rve the purpcfes of common life; and enough cf 
'* the nature cf ;nai, to difcovcr our duty towards each ether. 
,•* And within tJiis narrow circle ail our know. ledge, be we as proud 
•*'oi it as we pleafc, is coiitir.ed. Clouds and darknefs coyer the 
** reft ; and this the ableft men of all times have feen and confeff- 
** cd. li^ there be a man, whom Heaven has formed with greater 
** powers and fronrcr faculties than are commonly met with in the 
*' fpecies, he i. the/r// to dirccvcr, and to lament, his own blind- 
** \\c{z and v. c.ikncis : a Sccraics and a Pafcal have been connder- 
** ed as prodigies of parts ar.d ingenuity ; yet, while the meanest 
*' Sopliiiicrii nmicd up with the conceit of his own knowledge, 
•' 'hole divine ir.en conlefs nothing fo readily as their own igi*o- 
** ranee. 

'* lAnd, if tl'ii be the cafe of human learning, what muft %ve 
•* think cf di^jinsi' where RdlVn teaches notlung^ beyond the 
•• cxiucncc and attributes cf God, and, as to every thing elfe, 
«* without tlic aid of Re-i'dationy is ilark-blind. The things of Gcd 
*♦ kncjL'eth no mayi but the spirit cf Go J — is an afiertion, to which 
'* ccnr.mon fcrfc and comniun txpcrie/xe mult afient. Yctthall 
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I know it will be objcfted — What are we to go 
to the Fathers, and read all their voluminous writ- 
ings, before We fix our religious principles ? Then 
what win bccome'of the great majority of man- 
kind, who have it not in their power fo to do ? 

This objeftion feems plaufible ; but, to ufe the 
wof^s of a learned man, " every perfon muft judge 
"■ for himfelf in proportion to thofe abilities which 
^^ God has given him. ^ If he have opportunity 
" and learning for' that purpofe, he will do well to 
" fearch into the records of antiquity ; but other- 
" wife he muft content himfelf widi the reports of 
" learned men, of chofe efpecially to whofe charge 
" he is committed, and of v/hofc integrity he c^n 
" have no reafonable doubt. I know no otlier 
" way by which he m^y be able lo' prove, that the 
" New Teftament itfelf, upon which he founds his 
*^ belief, is really the v/ord of God. He muft 
" truft to the tradition of the church, and parti- 
^^ Cularly to the fidelity of the firft' fuccefibrs of 
*^ the Apoftles, that ilich books were really written 
" by thofe holy perlbns, under whofc names they 
" are tranfmitted to us. And fince there'were many 
'^ otlier hiftories, as St. Liit:e bears witntfs, of 

" our 

" every idle fpeculatlfi-, who has bat the confidencs to call himfelf 
" a Philofopher, tr6at the di^jine 'vword, as freely as any ordinary 
** fubjed; and pronounce as peremptorily of the re'veahd luill of 
** Gody which the angels thcmlelves adore in filcncc, as if he 
^* knew for certain, that his poor and fcanty under (landing was 
" commenfurate with the councils of the Mo'ft Fligh I" 

Sermons at Lincoln's-fnn, vol. i., p. 2:6, 227. 



»52 StriSlures on 

" cur Saviour's life anJ actkjns, he muft truft thctii 
^' again in difunguiHi^ between them, and judg- 
** ing which were written by infpication of God, and 
** which were merely human coa^pofitions. After 
" this he muft truft them with the fafc cuftody 0^ 
" thcfe bfjoks, and taking care that copies might be 
" faithfully tranfcribed from them. Then he muft 
'* truft the copyifts of fucceeding ages with tranf- 
'^ cribing from fuch as were before them. And 
*^ when the art of printing was found out, he muft 
*' truft the fcveral editors with collating the copies 
** v/hich occurred to them, and noting their re- 
** Ipeftive variations. So far the learned and un- 
" learned muft truft to them alike : but the latter 
•* befides all thii; muft rely upon the credit of tranf- • 
•' lators, for faithfully conveying to them the fcnfc 
" of the original. So that, to fliut out human evi- 
^ dence from the proofs of our faith, fo far as it is 
*' capable of being proved by facts, is really to lap 
'• the foundation upon which it ftands, and to fet 
** men loofe to eternal fcepticifm and uncertainty. 
*' It is in effcft to fay, we ftiould believe no farther 
" than our fcnifes reach \ and then there is an end of 
" all the credibility of hiftory for the ages that 
" arc paft, or even for the prcfent, excepting in 
" thofe few occurrences of which we may happen 
•* to be witnefles ourfelves."* 

Whether this method of inveftigating religious 
tnidi meets widi the approbation of the Reader or 

not, 
*Bcrrimaaoxithc Trinity, p. ir» 
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not, it is the mode I liave for a number of years 
purlued in the fcttlement of my own religious opi- 
mops/ and that in which 1 have found much fatif- 
faftion to my own mincl.'' And from experience 
I would earneftly recommend it to every Chriftiaii 
who wilhes to fave his foul alive, and to be through- 
Ay grounded and fettled in the faith and hope of 
the gofpel. ^ ' , 

Should any perfon be excited by thefe hints to 
begin a courfe of reading in this way, and yet be 
in want of further direftion, the following Ihort 
fcheme is fubmitted to his confideration, till he is 
acquainted with a better. And as thefc Stridures 
are written, not fa much for fcholars,. as for riiofc 
who are ftrangcrs to the learned languages, die Rea- 
der muft be diredted to fuch books, and tranflati- 
ons of books, as we. are already in poffcffion o^ 
rather than fuch as niight be defire^- And^. ^ 

f . ^he Bible— our common trartflation, with 

the n^arginal references^ and general index.* This 

• * ' '^ miift 

*I havij endeavoared to inveftigate in tbi^ manner feveral of the 
moft impprtant doArine? of Chriilianity in chronological order. 
The dd^Ebine of predcftihation, the divihily of Chrift and the 
Holy Spirit, with that of the Trinity, have all been brought to 
the tcft of fcriptore and antiquity. If life, health and leiibre arc 
continued to finiih my papers^,. I may probably lorae time or other 
f«lmut ttem to the pctufal of my friends. ., 

v^The moft itfefui Bible that ever wai printed for a mere EngUlh 
reader is that pobliflied by the Rev. Clemprxt Cruttwcll, with Biihop 
Wilfon's fljort Notes. '■ Its ^r^r/w* excellence is* the various tranU 
&Uons:in ond view «t-tke bottooi of the text 
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muft be repeatedly rcad,^ with ferious prayer to the 
Almighty for divine aid and illumination, according 
to the order of time in which each book was written.' 
-r-See by all means Prov. .^•:i^9, and Luke i.r. 
5-r--i3. — ^i Bdieve fimply, with the meeknjefs of 
"/a childjjuftas you are told by God, without 
" nriurmuring or dilputing. Depend as abfolutely, 
" diiy by day, on the teaching of Chrift, througl^ his 
" word and Spirit, for the knowledge of all things 
'^ needPjl to falvaticn, as any pupil, at an academy, 
^' depends on the inflruflions of an able and* cele- 
^^ bratcd mafter." 

2. The VNO Epiftles of St. Clerhent to the Co- 
rinthians. • • . "*• 

. 3. The fevcn fhorter Epiftles of Ignatius; 

•4, The Epiftlc of Polycarp. 

5. TheMartj^rdoms of Ignatius and Polycarp. 
' 6. The Epiftle of St. Barnabas. 

7. The Shepherd of Hermas. ' 
'■ Thele ace all to be had in ^ one fmall- odtayo 
volume, w^lj tranflated by Archbilhop Wake. 
' 8. The Apology of TertuUian. 

9. The firft Apology of Juftin Martyr. 
' . 10. The Oaavius df Miniltius Felix. ; \- /. . 

II. The Commonitory of Vioentius Lirinenfisw 

; Thefe 

^If ever Lord Bacon's obfervation held good of any book, it 
holds good of the Bible.-^" Some booksr/'*fays this wonderfiil 
man, •* ar6 to be tailed, others to be fwalloWed, and (bme few to 
" be chewed and digcfted ; that is," continues he, "fome books arc 
" to be read only in part; others to be read, but not curiouily ; and 
" fome few to be read, wholly, and with diligence and attention/' 

' Effay 50. 
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Theie four are all very valuable, and to^be bought 
for a trifle in'two volumes o6tavo, tranllated by the 
Rev, William Reeves, M. A. 

12. Arhenagoras'S; Apology and Difcourfe on 
the^Refurreftion. .,...- 

Thefe may be had . in one thin octavo volume, 
tranflated by the Rev. David Humphreys, B. A.. 

13. The Works of St. Cyprian. '\. . , 
Thefe may be iTiet with in catalogues for a fmallj 

fumin one thin folio volume, tranflated by the Rev. 
Nathaniel Marfhail, M. A. ' ' - -^ " " 

* 14. The Dialogue of Juftin Martyr with Try- 
pho the Jev/. 

' . • This is in two oftavo volumes, tranfl-jitcd by the 
Rev. Mr. Brown. 

15. 'St. Chrylbftom on the Prieflhood. 
. TJbisJs/Well tranflated by. the Rev.. John Bunce, . 

^- A J.r: ..;. u. . :. -.. ' ■■ ' 

Several Other works of the eaiiy CJti.riftifirt writers 
might. be.periiled with advantage, had we-gbad tranf- 
lations of themj but.j:his.is not.the cafe,. J tiiipk, 
with many more than thefe I have alrcady/menti- ' 
oned. Irfenjeus, in'jpartic'jlar, would be v^rry uleful . 
inafccFtainingthe originaKdoftrines of Chriftijrni- 
ty to the Engliiii reader, if'a.tranfiatian of hls.ftve 
books agaihft the ahderff heretics v/e re hid before 
the public. Origin's eight books againfl: Celfu-, . 
the Epicurean philofopher,* were writteii tOvvards 
the latter end of that. great man's life, ,and would 

be 
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be of much ule to the curious enquirer into the ori- 
ginal doctrines of Chriftianity, if we were favoured ' 
with a good tranHation of them/ 

AH thcfe are works of real reputation, may be 
procured Ibr a little money, and read at a moderate 
expcnfe of lime. The \/hoIe ofthofc in Englifti, 
Hb!e included, may be purchafeJ at the fmall fum 
of four cr five pounds, and carefjlly read over at 
kif ^re hours, the important paflages extracted into 
iin interleaved bible, or commpn-pl?,ce book, in the 
courie oT four or five years, more or Icfs accord- 
ing 

•There are a few other authors, befid^'s thefe joft menttoned, 
which (hould be carefully read by the i quititive Clirftl^n, who 
is dcfirous of light and information concerning the original dodrines 
of ChriiVianity. 

1. The Ecclcfiaftical Hiftories of Eufebius, Socrates, Sozomcn, 
Thcodorit, and Evagrlus SchOialHcus.<^Thefe may be had in 
Englifh. 

2. Cave's HiRoriaLitcraria. — This is in Lacin, and, 1 believe> 
was never rendered into our own language. 

3. Cave's Lives of the Primitive h athers. 

4. Cave's Primitive ChrifHanity.i— -Thcfe two are written in 
EngJilh* 

5. Bingham's Antiquities of the Chridian Church. — This is 
written in £ngIiAi» 

6.' Dupin's New Hiftory of Ecclefiaftical Writers.— This is a 
very -valuable work, and may be had in Englifh. 

7. The whole Works of Biihop Bull. — Part of thefe arc iu Latin 
and part in Englifh. # 

«. Nelfon's Falls and Feftivals. 

9. 'i he Works of Fhilo, the learned Jew. — Thefe arc in Greek. 

10. The Works of Jofephus, the Jewifli warrior. — Thefe were 
written in Greek, but have been repeatedly tranflated into Englxfli. 

1 1 . The Preparation for the Gofpei : And, 

\z. The Demon ftration of the Gofpei. — Thefe two were writ- 
ten in Greek, by the learned Eufebius, and, I think, have never 
been tranflated into the Engliih tongue. They contain, however* 
much curious and ufeful information, of which fcholars fhould not 
be ignorant. 
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ing to our diligence and zeal. Few Chriftians, 
whofe minds are fufficicndy refined and improved 
to be capable of die undertaking, would grudge 
fo trifling a fum, in the courfe of human life, for 
the fake of obtaining a benefit fo ineftimable, as 
fatisfaftion to the mind, on the 'moft important of 
all fubjefts in the world, religion. 

But the misfortune is, • that the great body of the 
people, in this and every other country, take their' 
religion upon truft. If they happen to be born 
Heathens, Jews, Mahometans, or Chriftians, fuch 
they remain, without knowing why or wherefore, 
only their parents and friends are the fame. So 
among Chriftians, if they arc bom Catholics or 
Proteftants, fuch they will continue, determining 
not to be wifer than their forefathers. In like man* 
ncr, if they are iprucg from Proteftant parents, 
they take the fedt their parents took ; believe, or 
pretend to believe, the principles they are fuppof- 
€d to entertain, without giving themfelves any trou- 
ble concerning either the truth or the falfehood of 
diem: infomuch that, if they are in poffcffion of 
the true principles of the golpel, it is rather by 
good luck, than owing to any fuperior merit and 
fagacity ef their own. Such a profeffion of religi- 
on, common fenfe tells us, can never be confider- 
cd as a facrifice acceptable to the Divine Being. 

Thefe fame perfons, however, will not aft in 
this carelefs and incautious manner, if they have 

R got 
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got a purchalc to make. They will examine nice-' 
I7 the quantity as well as die quality of the com- 
modity they wifh to poilels j and if they conceive 
their own judgment dcfcdive in any refpeft* they 
will call in die alliftance of their friends ; and> ihould 
it be realeftate they are in quell of, they will not 
be fatlsfied till the ride is inveftigated by counfel 
learned in the law. How different is our conduct 
in things fpiritual, and of importance infinitely 
greater ! For the foul of man being immortal in 
its nature/ whatever regards its wel&r will not 
bear a comparifon even with the moft valuable and 
excellent of our temporal concerns. The great 
body of mankind, however, are all fiiUy occupied 
about the latter, and ftrangcly inattentive to die 
former. We are cautious in every thing but where 
we ought to be moft of all fo. Hence we become 

an 

'It is fome fadsfa^Boo to the mind, amidft the of^fifion of 
materialifts of cvcty defcriptk>D> that the firft Philoic^her3» 
Orators, Poets, and Divines in the world, have ever held the 
dodrtne of the {bed's immortality. Among the Creeks we find 
Homer, Socrates, Plato, Xenop^Km, Pythagoras, Ariftode, Platarcfa, 
and others : among the Romans Virgil, Cicero, Seneca, Pliny, 
and many more : among ChrifHan divines we have an innumerable 
multitude. I might inftance in Barrow, Wilkins, Howe, Botlerr 
Clarke, and^vad numbers befide. If it be objeded that theCe 
were aU interefted witnefles, it being their trade to inculcate re* 
ceived notions : it may be replied, that the firft of Poets and Philo- 
ibphers, who had no fecular ends to anfwer, have conflantly main* 
tamed die fame opinions. Among the former we find Spencer, 
Sbakefpeare, Milton, Dryden, Pope, Weft, Littleton, and Ad- 
difbn : among the latter Newton, Locke, Boyle, to whom we may 
add the two Bacons ; men whofe names in the philofophical world 
may juftly be called Legion I 



reUgieus Opinkns. 259 

an ealy prey tq every defigning feducer. If fuch 
perfons fall into die hands of an artful deift/ a fa- 
gacious fcepdc,* a fubde Socinian/ or any odiCL 
R .2 ipccious 

■Thcdeiftreje£bthe authority of holy fcripture entirely; th« 
fceptic doubts of its veracity ; and Dr. Prieftley, who is partly a 
dem, partly a fceptic^ and partly a Socinian, cafhiers fome parts 
of it wholly, doubts of others, and embraces others : fo that, fbiil* 
Jy fpealdng, he can no more be reafoned with, upon fcriptural prin- 
ciples, than either of the former. And yet the Dofior isperfuaded 
the time is near at hand ** when the whole Chriiiian world will 
'* embrace their opinion (Drs. PrieiUey and Price) when all thofe 
** who now think difFerently from them, (hall come to think juil as 
^' they' do, and wonder they (hould ever have thought otherwife.'* 
Defences of Unitarianifm, 1787. 

This is pretty confident, I think ! Equally fo is a late advocate 
for Polytheifm, of the eftablilhment of bis religion in the world. 
•' The revolution," fays he, ^' is certain, however remote ; " but 
** this muft be fte bufinefs of 2i more enlightened 2i\A phUofophical 
" age.** Editor of Proclus. — See the Piflenter's Looking Glafs, 
p, Qi. 

Whether Dr. ^rki^eyh unitariani/tn i)r this gentleman's poly- 
theifm Ihall prevail, or whether they (hall both find themfelves mif- 
taken in their far: guine expedations, muft be left to time to difcov- 
cr. This, however^ is moil certain, that the bible, and the truths 
it contains, fhall finally triumph over all opposition; and every 
whimofenthufiafts, infidels, ^dphilofophcrs, be forever confound- 
ed. They have all much to fay fpr themfelves. So had Jannes 
and Jambres againft Mofes: fo had the Scribes and Pharifees 
againrt Chrifl : but they reafoned all awry. So does Hammon, 
Voltaire, Dr. Prieftley, and our other oppofers of the truth, of 
every defcription. Their reafoning is fpecious and bearing the fem- 
blance of worth, V»u; ^alfe and hollow. A ^yi^ inftance of this found 
and fophiilical reafoning we have in Milton^s Paradife Regained, 
Satan and C)^iii advance whatever can be faid in favour of their 
refpedUve preteniiuns. 

*That is a jull and important obfervation which is mads by the 
profound Pafcal : — " Should a man," fays he, "happen to err in fup- 
•^ pofing the Chriftian religion to be true, he could be no lofer by 
♦' the miilake. But how irrecoverable is his lofs, how inexpreffibla 
*' his danger* who fliould err in fqppofmg it to be falfe.'* 
Thoughts on Religion, p. 287. 

^Dr. White, in lus admirable fermons at the Bampton Le<^ure^ 
peaking of Sopinianifin, fays, " There is no period of the (Jhriftiai^ 
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pecious pretender to liberality and tnrii,* thcf 
muft either become converts to dieir opinions,^ or 
have their minds harraifed with doubts and painful 
apprehenlions, till they are iletded upon fome ftable 
foundation. Indeed, it is of little confequence 
what we are, whatwe believe, or to what party wc 
belong, unleis we are thorou^y in eameft about 
lalvation« Till thb is the cafe, we are fure to pe- 
rifh upon any principles whatever; be we in other 
relpeds, ever fo fenfible, wife, learned, or moral.' 

But 

<' clmrcli in wbich the divinity of Chrift was not tdmitted as apri* 
•* mary artidc.** 

Again : — *' Examine Socinianifin by any rule o( hiftory diat 
" has been adopted for the trial of any fad> or the determination 
'^ that has been paffed on any ojnnion, and we can Scarcely avoid 
<' feeing its utter inconfiflency with the oniver&l creed of the 
" Chriftian church from the eadieft period of its ejoAence to the 
** prcfcnt time." 

Again : — '< Socinianifin makes every thing doubtful. And no 
*' wonder — ^while it makes fo little of the moft exprefs dedarations 
*^ of fcnpture, we need not be furprifed that it fhould pay fo little 
*' refpeft to the plameft evidence of hiftory." 

Again : — '^ The gradation from Socinianifin to deifm is very 
•' flight." 

And again : — " Socinianifin cuts to the very root of all that is 
" didinguifliing in the gofpcl." See more to the fame purpofc in 
the Notes to thefe very aWe diicourfes, p. 60—68. 

♦The greateft deceivers are ufually the ffreatcft pretenders to li- 
berality, candour, difinterellednefs, trudi, and whatever elfe is 
plaufible, and calculated to captivate the minds of men, whofe 
paffions are ftrong and judgment weak. The multitude have been 
the dupes of fuch charaders in every ago and country. See Mat* 
7. IS— 23- 

" 5 A man muft be ferious in order to be wife." Chinefc Frag^ 
jnent, p. 153. 

This Fragment, as it is called, contains an Enquiry into the prc- 
fcnt ftatc of religion in England. Who the author is I know not : 
he appears to be a ferious and fenfible man. The account, how- 
ever, which be gives of the ftate of tilings, in every rcRgiouapjim 
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But if the falvation of the. foul once becomes our 
main concern, and the chief bufinefs we have in life; 
if the Bible* is confidercd as the only fure and i»* 
fallible rule of judging, and is made familiar to the 
mind: if the great doftrincs of redemption are 

eftabliOied 

of view, is very dark and alarming. I could wilh all our great 
men would confider weU what he advances in the conclufion of 
that work. If Britons had caufe to tremble iix years ago, when 
that book was publiihed ; much more have we caufe to be afraid of 
God's judgments now, when our iniquities are increafed, and in- 
creaiing in a rapid degree, and a fpirit of difTatisfadion is gone 
abroad aaiong the lower orders of the people. There mud be a 
great ihaking of the nations, and various diflreinng convuliions, it 
is to be feared, before the kingdom of Chrift can be properly ef- 
tabliihed in the world. Let the great Ones of the eartii be ap- 
prifed of their danger before it is too late, and make God their re- 
luge. The figns of the times are alarming. When or where the 
ftorm will fall, divine providence alone mud dired. This, however, 
we know for certain, that in the word of times, it ihail be 
well with them that fear the Lord. See fiiihop Burnet's Hiftory 
of hia own Times, the conclufion — Hartley's Obfervations on Man, 
vol. 2d. the conclufion^— and the Preface to the 2d. vol. of the 
Speeches of M. De Mirabe^u, by James White, £fqr. 

•If in the courfc of thefe Striftures I have been betrayed into 
cxpreflSons too hafty and fevere, it has been where Dr. Prieftley 
attacks the truth ot holy fcripture, with the perfon and undertak-* 
ing of the Son of God. I have reviewed again and again thcfc par- 
ticular paflages, fince they were printed ; and I find fome of them 
ftvere enough, it isconfdffed ; but yet fuch only as the circumftances 
feem to juiUfy. God forbid J fhould ever hefitate for one moment 
between the favour of Dr. Priellley and the appi-obation of my 
blefied Saviour ! I well know the Doftor can retaliate ^ixh. abun> 
dant intcrert — witnefs his very indecent treatment of Bifliop Horf- 
Icy — but I am probably a mark too mean for him to take any no- 
tice of; and may therefore have fome chance to efcape from my 
mere obfcurity. At all events, if I have really done him injul- 
ticc (in the opinion of impartial men) 1 beg pardon both of God 
and him. JulHce is due to every man, more efpecialJy to a perfoii' 
of Dr. Prieilley's/ef^dlability. fiatjuftitia: ruatccclu^l 
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dbUifhcd cpoa the authoniT of dear paflkgci 
diauTi Jrom thence ; and coanmicd by the unani- 
mous tcibrr.ony of the Greek and Ladn fiuiicrs, 
for the dirce or tour nril cennirics, in regular ftic- 
ccflkx!; wemav, by the grace of God, defy all the 
ieducers that ever lived to iub%Trr our faidi and 
hope in rhc grand pecuUirities of die evangelical 
fv-ftem/ Thefe are principles which have been 

thorou^y 

* I woaM a!w2Ts b^ iniderfhiod to mike a cifHn^lion bti w em die 
CTsngciiod fvilcm, as contaiccd is thr Nc«i- TeRanieiit» and ifl 
human fcnas, crcrds, and ccmpmdiiims of dodriae whatever. 
Not th«t I have anv objection to rheoi mvicif, pro\ided they are 
ccBicnast to the ^reat ftardard of all imth, the B3>Ie» fbberly mi- 
i^ood. Jbata I moll coofris, it appears to mc, that there is modi 
need of a reform in the eccleila^al elbiblifhinciit of this country ii 
•feveral reipe^. We have ^1I^CQS Httle blemifhes which oi^ht to be 
removed. Onr Reformers were lei>-eral of them great and good men, 
aixl acquitted themfelves cxcdiently. Buc it is long fince they Ev- 
ed. They were ju (I emerging from Popery. Men's news a^e now, 
in feveral refpeds, more enlarged. Our language too has under- 
gone fbrae changes. Criticifm has b.*en much attended to, and 
the holy icriptcres have been more accurately ftudied. I OxNikl 
fuppofe, therefore, that a rrvi/al of our public forms, and the pre- 
fcrnt tranflation of the bible, might have the hapjneft eflfed in re- 
moving the ol)jedions of candid, enlightened chorchmen, making 
them more fteady adherents to the rehgious eftaUiflunent of their 
coantr)', and bnnging over abundance of the pious and OKxleratt 
men from among our diflenting brethren. This would be flrength- 
enbgthehands of government, and rendering oorchorch, more than 
ever, the joy and praife of the whole earth. 

For, whatever compliments vye may pafs upon ourfelves, and how- 
ever we may make our boall, that ours is the ppreiland bcfl conlH* 
tuteJ national church in Chriltendom, which I have no difficulty in 
granting ; yet blemiflies we furcly have ; and fuch blemifhes, aS| 
to my certain knowledge, hurt and grieve the minds of many of the 
moft fenfible arid enlightened, both of our clergy and laity. Theie 
blemifhes, therefore, ought to be removed from our public forms; 
yea, and, I ihould fuppoie, mud be removed, if we mean to have 
phe prcfent eflablifl^cnt h^pded down to future ages« An4i A 
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thoroughly tried, and the gates of hell Ihdl never 
finally prevail againft them. It is to fuch Chriftians 
as wifh to make their laft great ftake both fafe and 
fure, and to enjoy the fatisfa6licfn of knowing in 
whom they have believed, tod why they embrace 
the orthodox fcheme of redemption rather than any 
other, tliefe Stridtures are offered in the fear of 
God. 

May that Great Being, the Father of lights, and 
God of all confolation, with whom is no variable- 
nefe neither fhadow of turning ; who, according 
to his own will, teacheth man knowledge, and from 
whom alone proceedeth every good and perfeft gift j 
guide all our minds into the truth as it is in Jefus, 
and bring us fafe at laft into his heavenly kingdom ! 

where 

feems to me, that the prefent time is more favourable to foch an in- 
//ma/ reformation as I have hinted at, than any other that is likely 
to fucceed it : becaufe there feems to be learning, piety, good 
fenfe, orthodoxy, and moderation, fufficient in pur prefent ecclefi- 
aftical governours for the conducing of fuch a work. They would 
only revi/e, I think, and not change y ox materially alter our prefent 
forms. His Majefly alfo, and our civil Q;overnours, would eaiily 
be brought to concur> I doubt not, in £ch a falutary meafure« 
The King who fanflioned, the men who executed, and the minif- 
ters of ftate who concurred in fuch 2ire*vi/al would immortalize their 
names, and be denominated the friends of rational religion, and the 
benefadors of mankind. They would relieve many a tender and 
injured confcience, render the religion of our bleffed Saviour more 
amiable, and worthy of acceptation, and incline the more candid 
deifts themfclves to embrace the Chriftian redemption, as well as 
bring over the moderate diffenters to worftiip God according to 
the religion of their country. This mull be allowed, I thmk^ 
by every candid churchman^ a confummation devoutly to h% wiih, 
cd! 
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where we fliallno longer look through a glafs darkly, 
but face to facej love as we are loved, fee as we 
arefeen, know as we are known, and fpend an 
eternity together in the rapturous contemplation of 
that niyftcrious Deity, who chofe us in Chrift Je- 
fus before the world began; juftifies us freely by 
his grace ; fanftifics us wholly by his Spirit ; and 
walhes us from our fins in the blood of his own 
Son; to whom be glory for ever artd ever. Amen. 
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book of, on the Fafts and Feltivals, recommended 256 
O 

Ogden, Dr. a fine paffage from, on the Trinity 119 

thoughts of, on the atonement 150 

fermons of, recommended ibid. 

Origen, afferts the infpiration and perfedion of fcripture "| 

in the Ibrongeft manner . , J 7 

books of, againft Celfus, recommended 255 

Orpheus, held the dodrine of a Trinity 129 

Oftorodorus, the Socinian, treats the writings of Solomon "^ ^ 

as merely human J ^ 

Owen, Dr. Henry, thoughts of, on the N. T. quota- '^ g 

tions from the Old J + 

P 

Patrick, Bilhop, contends for the infpiration of David 53 

Paul, St. wrote by infpiration s,^ 

charafler of ibid. 

fuperior to Dr. Prieftley in natural abilities ibid. 

writings of, vindicated bv Mr. Locke 115 

Paine, Mr. Thomas, chofcn member of the national con- 1 

vcnticn in France J '74 

T Paradife 
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Paradife Regained, Melon's, contains a fine fpccimen of 1 

found and fophiilical rcafoning J ^- 

Pafcal, M. an important obfervation of ibid. 

Pet'.T, St. contends for the purity of the Old Teftament . . 49 

pL/iians, ancient, had fome knowledge of a Trinity 118 

Pearfon, Bifhop, on the Creed contains an able defence ©^ 1 - 

orthodoxy J 

deeply read in the Fathers 220 

PUlcfophei 3, fpurious, fome account of 1 i S 

moil of them either atheifts or deifts ibid. 

contemptible beings i '6 

defcription of ibid. 

Phi3o, works of, recommended to be read 2,^^j 

Piciis, Mirandula, a great admirer of the bible ,-- 2^9 

Platonic:., held the doClrinc of a Trinit)r agreeable to reafon 1 18 

Plotinus, held the docbine of a Trinity itv.l. 

Piutarch, fpc;iks of a Trinity i'^i'-- 

Polycirf, St. aflerts the fupcmatural wifdom of St. Paul . . i.-^* 

epiftlc of, recommended 251. 

martyrdom of, recommended ibid 

Porphyry, the philofopher, held aTrinitj M^ 

Pope, Alexander, Lfq. univerfal prayer of, cxtraft from . . 217 

Pc^lytlicil'm, cxpedted to prevail again in thf world 259 

Prophets, of thfj Old Tcilkment, vindicated againft Dr. Prieftley 67 

Pi >clus, tiic philcfbphcr, held a Trinity - - - - "8 

Pndi , an iiifuperabie bar to the difcovery of faving truth . . 181 
Proteft againfl Painc's Rights of Man, a book fo called! 

eameltly recommended J ' 

Prefervative againft the writings of the Sociniansj a book"^ .1.1 

fo called, earneltly recommended J 

Prophets, French, enthufiafm of 24 

a curious (lory concerning one of the - . ibid. 
Pridcaux, Dean, rejeds the notion of a two- fold Meffiah — 52 

applied the fecond pfalm to Mcifiah 5^ 

Price, Dr. a zealous Arian 30 

a well meaning but miftaken man . - ibid. 

difcGurfe of, on the love of one's country 37 

aifcmon of, that the fcriptures are unintelligible 
and incredible, 0:1 Dr, Prieftley's hypo- 
thecs of the mere humanity of Chrift 
wonders at the Socinian interpretation of fcripture 1 51 

treats Dr. Clarke with an indecent fuperiority 197 

Prieftley, Dr. account of, concerning ihe atheifm and deifm 1 

of the French J ^ 

acldrefs of, to the inhabitants of Birmingham 37 

aiicrtions of, contrary to £iit and experience 38 

pretends 



... 37 
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pretends to reform all the religions in Chriftendom ibid, 
degrades his Saviour to the rank of a mere man ... 40 
«flay of, on the infpifation of Chrift, plauiible, 1 -^^^^ 

but falfe p -.--..-. J 

obfervations of, on the hiftory of Mofes trifling, | g 

fophiflical, and unworthy of him J 

judaifes - "" 5* 

criticifra of, on the 1 roth, pfalm, a very weak at- 1 ^ 

tempt to evade its application to Meffiah . J 
one of the moft fallacious waters of the prefentday 66 
denies the infpiration of the Evangelitts and Apoftles 68 

depretiates the ruffetings of Chrift .' - 7^ 

denies the pre-exiilente of Chrift - 75 

fneersatSt, John ...-,., --- i^^^^- . 

rejeds the authority of the Apoftles 7" 

jnlr.iculotis conception ^ 79 

two f rft chapters of St. Matthew and Luke ibid, 
call the miraculotig conc^ ption aj\ incumbrance on 1 g^ 

the Chriftian fchertic J 

aflcrts the fallibility of the Evajigelilb 81 

denies the authenticity of the Evangelifts . - 82 

reafooing of, againll St^ Luke, mere fophiHry - . ibid. 

treats St. Luke ivith unpardonable indignity ibid. 

the divine writers like thofe that aie mere- 1 g 

ly hunfian J ^ 

an afTcrtion of, diredUy contrary to two fcriptures . . 85 
fays the Apoftles often applied the fcriptures very 1 .^^^^ 

improperly 1 / 

confif^ers the fcriptures as. full of blunders 'ibid.. 

fays St. Paul often reafons inconclufively 87 

treats thia Apoftle with fhaQi^fnl indignity -... 88 

admirers of, many of them treat the bible with 1 

great impropriety J ^ ° 

acknowledges Chrift for the Mefiiah ibid. 

cxpefls another Meffiah - ibid. 

has made few, if any converts from the Jews . — pi 
rejedls the only foundation of our redemption — ibid. 

in a dangerous error ,_., - ibid. 

fays the Apoftles difmiifed the religion of Jefus ibid.. 

as an experimental if! efi titled to juft praife 115 

rejedls the Trinity ajid atonement 117 

very falfe afl!ertion of -• 1 20 

coniiders the Trinity as a fundamental corruption! -i .4 

Chriftianity ....]'^'^- 

treats the divinity and atonement of Chrift as the \ 

groifeft of all errors J '^' 

T 2 very 
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\-ervwann, dogmatical, and changeable iix 

vanou? i^hilipp/csof, agair.ftChri:^, hbperfon, 1 ^ 

ar.d onices / "^ 

a? wild inJ extravagant as the moft abfurJ ep.:hu- 1 ^ g 

denies the agony of ChriA 133 

denies the true fcriptural plan of obtaining pardon ] 

oflm / ^^ 

denies the perfonal exigence of the Word and 1 

Spi-itof God - J ^5 

ir«:.\pitu;Ation of the errors and blafphtmies of . . . 137 

ill Knj^ar.d what the Jacobins arc in France 142 

radi, naughty, and cnthufuiftic ibid. 

iVubts the cxiftence of ihe <lcvil ' 148 

adertsour Saviour's difbciief of evil fpirits .... ibid. 

denies the exillence of humr^n fouls 149 

fays none of the prophecies fpcak of the Mcffiah 1 , q 

as nrorc than man J ^ 

d^'clarcs that none of the ApoiUes taught more . . ibid. 
afTurcs us Chrill is never once called God in the 1 

New Tcllament J * 

aficrts that nothing like divinity was ever afcribed 1 

to C'hrifl before Juftin Martyr J ^^^ 

fays Iren%us never charges the £bonites as heretics ibid, 
teils us that the Epiltles of Ignatius are generally 1 

given up by the learned J *5* 

fays that no critic of the lafl age pretended to find 1 

any difference betv/een the Nazarenes and I ibid. 

Ebionitcs J 

declares that no authority can be produced for the 1 

origin of the Son from the Father's contempla- I ibid. 

tion of his own perfections J 

fays that Chriflianity is fuperfluous tofome charadlers ibid. 

words of, retorted upon himfelf 153 

learning of, general, but fuperficial ibid. 

falfe a/1'ertions of, difproved 154 — 162 

writings of, dangerous to be read by fuperficial readers 163 

not to be credited on fomeoccafions ibid. 

mucli like to Voltaire in rafli afTertions ibid. 

mifrcprcfcnts Tillemont i6c 

miflake of, concerning the Shepherd of Hermas ibid. 

mifreprefents fads in Clemens Alex : ibid. 

undeifies his Saviour ibid. 

equally intemperate in divinity and politics ibid. 

annihilates his Sanftifier ibid. 

fallibilizcs the fcripiures ,, ibid. 

degrades 
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degrades the facred writers j'">jd. 

Unfaints the primitive Fathers .1 ibpi. 

faints the ancient heretics ibid* 

predicts the fubverfion of government ibid. 

treats all who oppofe his fchemes as bigots 166 

predi6Uons of, on the ruin of his country ibid, 

has more courage in bis (ludy than in danger 167 

is ufing every means to fubvert the conflkation of 1 ^g 

his country J 

not entitled to proteftion by government 171 

wants to turn every thing in church and Hate top-"^ ., . , 

(y turvy •. J ^ ^ ' 

judges the inhabitants of Birmingham very un- '^ ., . . 

candidly J ^ * 

forfakcn by his boafted philofophy ibid- 

chofen member of the F^^nch convention 174 

extremely changeable ia his opinions ibid. 

avows his weathercockifm 175 

an extremely improper perfon to reform all tjjie '^ ., .4 

religions in Chriltendom J ^ * 

very boaftfnl by oppofition I 178 

treats the moft able authors who differ from him 1 .... 

with much fupcriority J . 

treats Mofes and the prophets, JefusChrift and "| .,., 

his Apoftles with indignity J ^^^' 

proved incompetent in the knowledge of antiquity ibid. 

a man of good morals 1 82 

much to be blamed for treating the great dodlrines | ^^ 

of the gofpel with fcurrility i . . . | 

abfurd and pernicious politics of 108 

at the head of our modern Socinians ibjd. 

verging towards dcifm ibid. 

treats believers in the divinity of Chrift as dan- I .1. , 

geroufly midaken | ^°^^- 

€xpefts to Hand before God in his own righteoufnefs ibid. 

compared with Mr. VVhifton 198 — 204 

commonly anfwers only the weakeft arguments j 

of his opponents '. | ^ ' 9 

learning of, fome thoughts on 246 

experts Unitarianifm ihall univerfally prevril 259 

Pricftley, Rev. Timothy, a bold afTerter in oppofition to | 

his brother the Dodlor | '^^ 

Pfalms 2, 69, ^5, 109, and 1 10, in particular, written by I 

infpiration 54 

Pfalms i6, 22, 40, 72, and no, all rightly applied to j ^ ^ 

Chrift,. in oppofition to Dr. Prie'llley j 57>-"3 

Pythagoras, held the do^riiie of a Trinity . . 1 129 

Qualitii**, 
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CL 

■ Qaalitics, moral, abfolutely ncccflary to the difcovery of 1 ^ 
faving truth / ^ 

R. 

Randolph, Dr. on the modes of quotation from the O. T, - . 84. 
a^fwer of, to Mr. Linuley, recommended 104 

Ramiay, L.-iev'Jier, view of, on the opinions of Newton 1 

and Clarke concerning the Tririty J ^^ 

Religion, natural, how to be difcovered 201 

xt veiled, how and where to be learned 203 

perfectly confident with the purcft reafon 206 

prei'jnt prepollercus method of lludying it 243 

a more excellent mcthcxi propofed 246 

Reading, plan of, recomr/.*;nded .... ibid. 

Reeves, Rev. William, iiigh efteem of, for the Fathers .... 230 

Rcvifal, of the liturgy and vulgar tranflation of the bible ^ ^ 
recommended J 

Rights of Man, Paine's, difpcrifd in large numbers 169 

co.itr.ins a mixture of truth and error ibid. 

calculated to millcad fhallow tliinkers ■..J, 

Protcfl againft, a book lb called, contains a fuf- "1 -, . 1 
ficient anfwer J ^ ^ * 

kidlcy, Biihop, interpreted the fcriptures by the light of ; ^ 
theFathers J ^'* 

RoulTeau, M. an advocate for fuicide . 28 

a great admirer of the Icriptures, notwithftandine ) 

his infidelity *J "° 

Robinfon, Mr. account of, concerning St. Paul 108 

Rothman, the enthufiafi, fome account of 12 

S. 

Sa'mafjus, dying at-eftation of, to David and St. Paul 108 

Sacriticcs, now common in Madagalcar 132 

among the Indians ibid. 

Schlic .tiigius, the Socinian, makes amercnofeof waxof") 

the fcripture J 97 

Scriptures, holy, vindication of, by Mr. Locke iii 

Scott, Dr. Chriftian Life of, an able defence of orthodoxy - .- 7 
Scolafticus, Evagrius, hiitory of, recommended to be read . . 256 

Servin, the atheiit, a ftrangc account of 20 

a man of, great talents 187 

Sentiments, change of, fometimes to be commended 1 85 

Scldcn, John, could reft his foul on no book but the bible . . . 209 

opinion of on the ufe of the Fathers 243 

high encomium of, on our vulgar tranflation of "| 

fcripturcj J *+7 

Sedarifh 
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Se^^arifts, oppofition of to the Fathers, why - 21S 

Sherlock, Bifliop, an able advocate for the atonement of Chiift 44 

Suaitibury, Lord, a learned deift 139 

Sin, no p.irdon of, uut through Chrift, contrary to Dr. Priellleyij^ 

Simeon, the myitic, wondc/tul mortification of lo 

Smalcius, the Socinian, prcpofterous declaration of .100 

Socinus, Argument of, for the authority of fcripture recom. 53 

declarations of, extremely wrong 92 — 95 

denies the prefcience of God 96 

a man of learning l^o 

believed ChriO: was c^led God in fcnpture 1 -i • . 

wordiiped Chrift ^ J *^^^^- 

could hardly allow them to be Chriftians who re- ^ •, . , 

fufedwcrfhiptoChriil | "'*°- 

Socinianifm, Dr. V/hite's view of 2^9 

» *.i.;ian, A. r/j':cts moft of the New Tcftament ^6 

VV'ri'.er, degrades the fcriptures marvelloufly 1^5 

: .:::.:-jLv.s, promote tiie caufe of infidelity, more than Huine or "^ 

Voltaire | 95 

cauic of the, deiperate, fcripture being judge 104 

b'O. riiemies of ,.. 135 

, « ; ! 16 century allowed Chrift was called Gou . . ice 

; . Jiclions of ibid. 

■ . ^ icrvati ve againft, recommended 17a 

Authors who have written againft them recommended 197 
^•iV^ i.:n, writings of, jnfpircd, in oppofition to Dr. Prieftley . 66 

S' -.tn. Dr. confiders the atonement as fundamental 130 

o^mmerus, the Socinian, rejeds the book of Proverbs as fpuriousji49 

Soul, immortality of, authors who have defended it 150 

three paffages in the New T. inconteftably prove it ibid, 
embraced by the moft celebrated philofophers, I ^ ^ 

poets and divines in the world | ^^ 

Socrates, hiftory of, lecommended to be read , 256 

Sozoman, hiftory of, recommended to be read ibid. 

Society, for reformation of principles, fome account of ... . 244. 

Spinoza, the atheift, a man of learning 187 

a man of goodmorals i8j 

fome account of 1 86 

Stillingflcct, Bilhop, an advocate for the hiftory of creation I 

byMofes : j 49 

Origin es Sacrae of, recommended ibid* 

fmart reproof of, of the Socinians 104 

well read in the Fathers z2& 

Strucnfee, Count, after his converfion, a great admirer of I 

. tkebible J ^'^ 

Swedenborg, Baron, fome account of 29 

miraculous call of ibid, 

denies 
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denic; the refurreftion • 32 

fav5 the kft judijment tcolc place in 1756 ibid. 

a rr.r.n of learning l3o 

a pt-ribr. of good morals 1 8 j 

T. 

'i*cIlAncr.t, New, no flips in '. 75 

epiiUcs of, ably defended by Dr. Whitby 88 

complete the revelation of God's will toman 91 

TcrlulHan, an advocate for St. Paul's infpiration 107 

recommends an appeal to the ancients 215 

Apology ofy recommended • 254 

Thayer, Rev. John, remarkable converfion of 32 

prayer of, to the Virgin 33 

Chrift ibid. 

anxiety of, for the converfion of America -. . . 35 

Theophil'.is, Antiochenus, aiferts the infpiration of the bible 107 

'I'heodori;, hiftory of, to be read 256 

Tillotlon, Archbp. an advocate for the general infpiration 1 

of the Old Tcltamcnt | ^^ 

vindication of, of the atonement 125 

opinion of, on the Fathers 229 

Tindal, from a Socinian became a deiil 1 76 

'I'oplady, Rev. Mr. an advocate for abfolutj predeflination . . 2% 

an extraordinary declaration of 1 85 

Toland, from a Socinian became a deift 176 

Trinity, doftiinc of, known and received by the moll and- 1 ^ 

ent nations ^ * 

Trapp, Dr. declaration of, that tl-.e Trinity is as intelligible 

as the natural pcrfedions of God ^ 

Truth, religious, how to attain 208 

Tucker, Dean, view of, of the Trinitarian, Arian, and I 

Socinian Schemes, recommended | 

Twin, Rev, J. Hiftorical Memoirs of, recommended — . 172 

V. 

Vaiiini, the athcift, fome account of 20 

a man of learning 187 

Venner, an enthufiall, executed 20 

Vcyfic, Rev. Mr. vindicates the miraculous conception 81 

Viigil, abounds with facrificial rites . . . , 131 

A'mcL'iitiu.s, Lyrincnfis, rule of, for the difcovery of truth 214 

Commonitory of, rcommendcd to be read 254 

. Voltaire, a dciit 24 

died wretchedly ibid 

a dangerous" writer 66, . 263 

not be credited upon qiany occafions 164 

S(CCufc8 
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iccttfcs the whole Jcwjfti Uftqry of want of gcttcrofity ibid. 

Letters of ccrtsdn Jews to, recommended ibid. 

belies the Jewifti nation grieyoufly ibid* 

a man of learning i8o 

a moral man> in the common acceptation of the 1 ^g 

word J ^ 

writmgs of, have infeded all France with infiddiqr 193 

Watts, Dr. a dedded advocate for the atonement .«.....*. 44 
Warburtpn, Bifhop, ftrong declaration of, on the dodrine 1 jy^ 

of redemption - J 

an able advocate for a primary and fecondaiy 1 ^^ 

fulfilment of the propheties . . -. I 

Watfon, Biihop, an advocate fyr the univerMty of the 1 

deluge, and the ftrift truth of the hif- > 4^ 

tory of creation by Mofes J 

contends for the authority ot the gofpels 78 

for the freedom of man and prelcience of God . «^ 96 
addrefs of, to fceptics and infidels, recommended 309 

Waterland, Dr. writings of, on the Trinity ..-•. 179 

profbundly Mled in the Fathers ....1 220 

opinion of, on the fathers •.. 228 

lx)ok of, on the Importance of the dodbine of the 

Trinity, unanfwerable 

Wake, Archbp. great refped of, for the writings d the 

Fathers 

Wefley, Rev. John, opinion of, concerning the Sodnians ^^. gz 

Whiflon, Mr. Mlliam, azealous Arian 36 

declares that Chrifl is truly God, and God by 1 

nature, in oppofition to the Sodnians / ^' 

a man of good morals 183 

advide of, for the itudj of the Fathers 234 

White, Jeremiah, an advocate for univerfal reftittudon 29 

White, br. Bampton Ledures of, excellent * 259 

Whitby, Dr. contends for the abfolute truth of the N. T. - - 75 
fmart refledions of, on Le Clerc loi 
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230 



Whitaker, Rev. Mr. account of, concerning the revolutions 

of fbme Sodnian writers 

comparifon of, between Mr. Whifton and Dr. 

Prieflley 

\rafon, Bifhop, bible of, preferable to every other oiitipn 

fora mere Englifh reader 

Z. 
Zanchiosy Jerome, high opinion df, on the writmga of the 



177 
199 



erome, high opimon df, on the writmn of the 1 
Fathers ...•• ) "♦ 

U 
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THE two following Errata have Uruck the eye of the Authcr, 
as affefting the fcnfe. If the Rjeader meets with any other, he 
will be candid enough to excufe and correct them. 
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